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1st January, 1897. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) As Ying Nien has been ordered on 
special service, A Ké-tan is hereby com- 
manded to take his place as Senior Vice- 
Commissioner of Octroi and Lieutenaut- 
General of Gendarmerie, ad interim. 

(2) Ying Nien being absent on special 
service, P'u Liang is commanded to act 
as Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Civil Appointments until Ying Nien re- 
turns, and Ch‘ung Kuang is commanded 
to act du:ing Ch‘ang Sui’s absence as 


Junior Vice-President of the Board of 


Works, ad interim. 

(3) Huang Shan-té is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Nan-shao-lien Circuit of 
Kuangtung. 

(4) Hsiang Lin is «ppointed Assistant 
Military Governor of Ch'ahar, Mongolia. 

(5) The other day in answer to our com- 
mands, Yen Mou, in reporting on the 
charges made by a Censor against En ‘I'sé, 
Military Governor and Tartar-Cenrral of 
Heilungehiang and his subordinates, the 
memorialist recommended that Pei Yuen, 
Chéng Wei-chow, and Ch‘eng Kuo-chun 
—the said subordinates—should be placed 
under the surveillance of the said Tar- 
ter-General who was to report on 
them if they still continued in their 
evil courses, etc. We approved of the 
suggestion at the time; but the Censor 
Sun Wu-Cli‘ien has since commented on 
this suggestion and demurs at allowing 
the accused to remain longer in Heilung- 
chiang, stating that with their bad records 
and having been the subject of constant 
denunciations on all hands, it would be im- 
prudent to allow them to remain longer as 
secretaries and scribes and deputies in the 
Military Governor’s yamén at Tsitsihar, 
etc. The above statement is quite reasona- 
ble and we, therefore, cannot permit the 
accused persons to remain in Heilungchiang. 
The said Military Governor is therefore 
hereby commanded to forthwith expel the 
three men from his province, namely, Pei 
yuan, who is a Manchu, to his Banner Re- 
servation and the other two to their native 


provinces, without any delay. They are 
not to be allowed to linger in Heilung- 
chiang on any account after receipt of this 
edict. 

(6) Chi Ch‘eng, Reader of the Hanlin 
College, denounces the practice of dishonest 
bankers in makeing false failures in order to 
get rid of the necessity of paying out in full 
depositsor: -f redeeming theirnotes, etc. For 
instance, the Tien Yi and two other banks 
in the Eastern City have lately unaecount- 
ably failed and in consequence of their 
secreting considerable amounts of copper 
cash, which should rig»tly be in the market, 
saere has been a congestion, whereby during 

ne last few days both the trvops and 
common p-ople have been experiencing 
cousiderable hardships from the scarcity 
of cash and the cheapness of silver, 
ete. We would, therefore, command 
the General of the Gendarmerie and 
the Censors of the Five Cities to issue the 
necessary proclamations probibiting any 
further practice of the sort complained of, 
and, if it be discovered that these banks 
have been doing this in collusion with the 
ward pvlice magistrates, to severely 
denounce the guilty people for condign 
punishment, 


(7) The same officer denounces the time- 
expired Treasury guards of the Board of 
Revenue who in conjunction with bad 
characters gather around the Treasury 
Vaults whenever they are opened to pay out 
or receive Government funds and seize the 
Opportunity to steal or otherwise pursue 
their malpractices, causing considerable 
loss to the Government, etc. We hereby 
command the Vice-President of the Board 
of Revenue, who has special charge of the 
three principal Treasury Vaults, to person- 
ally superintend, at the head of his 
secretaries, etc.. whenever the vaults are 
thus opened and arrest any outsiders 
found in the vicinity. He is further to 
investigate and expel all time-expired 
guardsmen hanging about the place, and 
thereby protect the vaults from being 
robbed, or the Government from suffering 
from such malpractices. 


[Jan. 1—4, 


(8) The Censor Sun Wu-ch‘ien urgs-tly 
recommends a change to present-day re- 
quirements to be made in the curriculum 
of examination during the military com- 
petition for degrees. The Board of War 
is hereby commanded to deliberate upon 
the said Censor’s recommendations and 
report the result to us. 

(9) The Board of Rites is commanded 
to deliberate upon a memorial of the same 
Censor who denounces the practice fre- 
quently observed, of late, where successful 
essays at the examinations are sold to 
wealthy competitors in which the writers 
relinquish their chance of getting de- 
grees in favour of the purchasers. The 
said Censor suggests, therefore, that a 
special stamp be made to append to each 
completed essay with the bond fide name of 
the writer thereof. 


2nd January. 
No papers of interest. 


ord January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Ch‘ang Sui is to be transferred to the 
co-Director-Generalship of the Imperial 
Granaries at T'ungchou ; P‘u Shan is trans- 
ferred to the Junior Vice-Presidency of the 
Board of Civil Appointments; K‘un Hsiu 
is promoted to be Senior Vice-President of 
the Board of Rites, and P'u T'ing is 
appointed Junior Vice-President of the 
same Board. 


4th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ju Ké is appointed Inspector of the 
affairs of the \:ongol Bordered Yellow 
Banner Organisation. . 

(2) Lu Pao-chung is appointed acting 
Senior Vice-President of the Court of 
Censors, vice Yang Ju who is still liolding 
an appointment abroad. 

(3) Shan Ch‘i is app-inted Lieutenant- 
Gene'al of the Bordered Red Manchu 
Banner Organisation and Tsai Cho is ap- 
pointed to the same rank in the White 
Hanchun Banner Organisation, 

(4) The Imperial Clan Court reports the 
death of Tsai Tsin, a noble of the Imperial 
lineage, ninth in order of descent, without 
issue ; but that his widow, belonging !o 
the Niu-ku-lu clan, is willing to adopt Pu 
Hsiu, the second son of Prince Tsai Lien, 
83rd Order and brevet 2nd Order, as the 
heir of the deceased noble. The wish is 
hereby granted and as an extra mark of 
grace we hereby further allow P‘u Asiu to 
take up the rank of his deceased adopted 
parent as a noble of the Imperial Clan, 


(5) Tséng Kuang han, Earl Weiyi, is 
appointed acting Vice-President of the 
Imperial Clan Court. 

(6) The Censor Ch‘en Chi-chang de- 
nounces Fu Erh-tan, the lately retired 
Deputy Assistant Military Governor of Kir- 
in, who is accused of having wrongly and on 
his own responsibility executed some of his 
soldiers, thereby stirring up the wrath and 
hatred of his troops and endangering the 
peace of the city of Kirin. It appears that 
before the accused official retired from the 
service on sick leave a certain Wén Yang, 
who had been arrested by the military 
patrol of Kirin for masquerading as a 
soldier and extorting money froin citizens, 
defended himself by making a counter- 
charge against the said patrol, consisting of 
T‘ien Shu-lin and three others, of robbing 
peaceful people. The accused officer instead 
of making careful enquiries into these 
charges or waiting for orders from his 
superior the Military Governor, took 
upon himself to summarily decapitate the 
patrol, which conduct was not only hasty 
and ill-advised but over-stepping his 
powers. The above has been authenticated 
by Yen Mou, Civil Governor of Kirn, and 
we therefore order in punishment for his 
conduct that tu Erh-tan be cashiered of 
his present rank and dismissed for ever 
from the public service. 


(7) Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli. 
coinplains of the dilato riness of the family of 
the late Li Chao-mei, formerly district magis- 
trate of Hsuanhua, Chihli, who was eashier- 
ed eventually for failing to make good cer- 
tain taxes collected by him during his ma- 
gistracy.Since hisdeath and although repeat- 
edly exhorted by the inemorialist to hasten 


-to liquidate the debts of the said deceased 


olficial, his heirs have taken no notice of 
this duty they owe to the memory of their 
late head,and consequently all the property, 
real and personal, of the deceased in Chihli 
province was confiscated by the memo- 
rialist at our orders. It has, however, 
transpired that the deficit still amounts toa 
large sum and the heirs still declare their in- 
ability to make good the balance, etc. As 
the Government exchequer must not suffer 
through the defaulting of the officials, we 
hereby command the Governor of Shan- 
tung, the native province of deceased, 
to investigate in the native town of the 
deceased official and see what property 
there is in his name there and confiscate 
the same to Government. 


(8) Yen Mou, Civil Governor of Kirin, 
in obedience to our commands sends us 
his report on the general conduct of the 


Jan. 4.3 


Commandants and officers of the brigade 
known as the ‘“Ching-pien,” or Frontier 
Defeuce Brigade, whose dismissal we had 
been compelled to order owing to their 
bad conduct. He states that General 
Tung Yang-ch‘un, the dismissed Com- 
mandant of the Right Division of the 
said Brigade, was guilty of great cruelty 
to the soldiers of the various battalions 
belonging to his command, and was, 
moreover, guilty of using a large num- 
ber of ‘‘dummies” so as to pocket the 
pay of the troops for his own benefit. 
Furthermore, although there was appointed 
a Civil Commissioner in the person of one 
Wu Chi-ch‘iao, the latter it seemed never 
turned up at headquarters. Hence the 
accused General had the andacity to draw 
and pocket this officer's pay also. Sun Yi- 
héng the dismissed Colonel commanding 
the Front Battalion of the said Brigade 
while statidned at Ngehmuhdsolu is said 
to have been guilty of ill-treating the 
merchants and people of that important 
town. When a band of brigands attacked 
the T‘ungchii pawnshop in that town 
and barut certain portions of the town, 
instead of coming forward to catch the 
robbers he remained quiet in his quarters, 
and eventually encouraged his men to 
pillage what was left by the robbers, This 
was naturally resented by the townspeople 
anda general fracas would have resulted 
had not energetic efforts been made to 
present the disaster. Then Lin Wei-ch‘i 
the diamissed acting Comm«ndant of the 
Rear Division of the said Brigade is 
accused of having made away with or 
hidden a large proportion of the rifles of 
the troops under hi:n, so that they had not 
enough fivearms to drill with; nor 
enough to have with them when out on 
expeditions against bandits. He has also 
been accused of putting down a number of 
dummies on his roll so as to draw their 
pay for himself, ete. All such conduct is 
both disgraceful and reprehensible in the 
extreme ; we therefure command that these 
three officers be forthwith cashiered and 
dismissed from the service. 

(9) The same high official further de- 
mounces General Chang Yu-yun, command- 
ing the Right Battalion of the Left Division 
of the same Brigade, and Ta T’ai, Manchu 
Major of the Left Battalion of the said 
Brigade, for cowardice, stating that when 
they were detailed to take their men to 
attack a robber fastness thoy first delayed 
their march to an unconscionable degree, 
and next, when in front of the fastness, 
dared not lead an attack. The two officers 
we hereby command to be cashiered aa a 


warning to the rest. 
to take note thereon. 

(10) We have received the memorial of 
the Censor Pan Ch‘ing-lan, asking that 
orders may be sent to the various provinces 
commanding that all remarkable acts of 
filial piety, devotion to seniors, and bene- 
volence, etc , be regularly reported for com. 
mendation to the Throne whenever these 
occur, and, further, that local officials 
be curbed in their power to maltreat 
literary graduates, etc., ‘The Boards con- 
cerned are commanded to deliberate and 
report to us. 

(11) The Censor Li T‘iao-ying states 
that many cases have occurred to his know- 
ledge where the Throne having remitted 
the taxes of the peopld@ affected by famines 
and distress, they have been compelled to 
pay as usual their taxes to rapacious local 
officials whose avarice knows no bounds. In 
some cases they have refrained from telling 
the people of the clemency of the Throne 
until « certain portion of the taxes has 
already been paid by the distressed people, 
If such be indeed the truth then our 
clemency has been maliciously put to 
naught and issued simply to fill the 
pockets of unscrupulous and dishonest 
officials. This must not be permitted 
for a moment and the high provincial 


The Board of War is 


authorities must not fail to exercise 
care in such matters. They should, in 
fact, take care to make careful in- 


vestigation whenever famines occur, and 
wherever they find the loval officials acting 
dishonestly they must not hesitate to 
denounce for severe punishment these 
avaricious delinquents. No mercy should be 
shown towards such. 

(12) Yen Mou, Civil Governor of Kirin, 
denounces the prefect Chao Chung-han of 
having made the pretence of repairing his 
yamén to compel the people under him to 
pay extra taxes, ete. As Chao Chung-han 
is now on leave at his home in Chékiang, 
the Governor of the said province is com- 
manded to compel the said prefect to make 
good the amounts he took from the people 
and he is further to be handed to the 
Board for determination of an adequate 
penalty. . 

(18) We have read the postscript memo- 
rial of the same high officer asking that 
the words of commendation issued by the 
Throne and recorded in the Board of Civil 
Appointments in favour of Wu Chan-ch ‘ing, 
an expectant chihsien, for good government 
and commendable conduct be cancelled 
from the records on the ground of the 
said magistrate’s recently proved inca- 
pability of conduct in administering his 
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government, eto. Also that the said officer 
and another expectant district magistrate 
be turned over to the Board of Civil 
Appointments for transference to some 
other province owing to their unsuit- 
ability to become magistrates in a rough 
territory like Kirin. he request is granted, 
and the Board concerned is ordered to take 
note of the contents of this decree, 


(14) The same Board is commanded to 
deliberate on the memorial of the Censor 
P‘an Chiing-lan asking that the said Board 
be ordered to issue regul:tions with refer- 
ence to dates of seniority of officers who 
have lost time through having taken leave 
of absence for mourning. etc., vis-d-vis 
others who have not Jost any time, but who 
have entered the Civil Service later. 


5th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

En Shun is appointed Manchu Compiler 
of the Hanlin College, and Jui Shun is 
appointed Reader in the same institution. 

No papers of interest. 

6th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the report of the 
Court of Sacrificial Worship announcing 
that according to the custom of our dynasty 
the 1st day of February next (Chinese New 
Year's eve) is set apart for the grand wor- 
ship at the Ancestral Temple of the Im- 
perial Clan. We will, ourselves, appear 
on this occasion to sacrifice before the 
altars of our Ancesiral Temple, and hereby 
command Min Hsuan to sacrifice at the 
Eastern Annexe and Marquis Yin, at the 
Weslern Annexe, of the temple. Prince 
Lung Ching, 1st Order, is commanded to 
sacrifice at the rear altars, and P‘u Ching 
at the middle altars. 

(2) The report of the same Court an- 
nounces the same date a. the annual event 
for the grand worship at the temple of 
the Year God; Prince K‘uei Pin, 1st 
Order, is hereby commanded to sacrifice 
there in our stead on that day. 

(3) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan Administration. 


7th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Hu Yi-fén, Governor of Peking, and 
Sun Chia-nai, Governor Adjoint, reports 
that amongst the many poor refugees in 
the capital the Chih Shan-t‘ang Benevolent 
Society’s Winter Refuge in the Western 
city has lodged and fed the largest number 
of famine refugees in Peking, so far, inso- 


much that the usual government grant of - 


300 shih of rice (one shih equals 160 catties) 
has not been found sufficient for the 
purpose and therefore begs for an extra 
allowance, etc. Hu Yii-fén’s prayer is 
granted and we he-eby command that an 
extra portion 400 shih be given to the 
Benevolent Society above named. 

Li Fé-chao is appointed Vice Director 
of the Supervisorte of Instruction of the 
Heir Apparent. 


8th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received the memorial of Wén 
Po, Police Censor of the North City, an- 
nouncing the capture by the police of the 
said city of tvo notorious desperadoes of 
Peking, who belonged to a gig which 
tried not long ago to forcibly abduct 
some young girls and who used firearms 
to resist the police who tried to prevent the 
deed. We hereby command that the two 
prisoners be sent to the Board of Punish- 
ments for trial and sentence according to 
law, and let the man already caught in 
connection with the case be brought face 
t» face with the new prisoners. As for the 
three others of the gang who are still at 
large, let every effort be made to capture 
them in order that the law may be vindi- 
cated to its utmost extent. 


9th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Board of Rites is hereby commanded 
to deliberate over the proposal of the 
Censor Hua Yun to give the examiners at 
Peking and provincial capitals a certain 
limit of time to issue the list of successful 
candidates in the Provincial or Chijén ex- 
aminations, like the p!an followed at similar 
examinations at Nanking. 


10th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ting Li-ying, Supervising Censor, 
sends in a memorial suggesting that the 
sale of oflicial rank be stopped for ever, as 
this thing is a disgrace to the country, etc. 
The Board of Revenue is commanded to 
deliberate thereon, as well as on another 
proposition of the Censor to change the 
present methods of transporting tribute 
rice by the Grand Canal, in order to save 
large annual suns paid for transport and 
freight to the Imperial exchequer. 

(2) The Board of War is commanded tode- 
liberate upon the list of names of deserving 
military and police officers recommended 
by the Commandant of the Gendarmerie. 

(3) The Boards of Civil A ppointments and 
of War are commanded to deliberate upon 


Jay. 10—13.] 


the memorial of the Supervising Censor 
Ting Li-ying, stating that Viceroys and 
Governors of provinces should be made to 
understand that cashiered officials, whom 
the former ask to be restored to their ranks 
and to be allowed to retain such men in 
their provinces must know that such re- 
quests are made on the petitioners’ res- 
ponsibility and risk, and that if the restor- 
ed officials should in future be guilty of 
apy more excesses or misdemesnours their 
sponsors be punished in common with 
their protegés. 

(4) The Commandant of the Gendarmerie 
reports tle capture by his force of eight 
counterfeiters of spurious copper cash. Let 
the prisoners be handed over to the Board 
of Punishments for trial and sentence ac- 
eording to the laws of theland. As for 
the deserving officers who made the cap- 
ture, as soon as the said Board has finish- 
ed trying the said prisoners the said Com- 
mandant is ordered to send us the list of 
names for promotion and record. 

(5) The same high officer also reports 
the capture of a gang of twenty robbers 
who had been mur.lering and pillaging the 
suburban cities and villages near Peking. 
Let these also be sent to the above 
named Board for trial and sentence, 
and let strict search be made for two 
others still at large belonging to the above 
band. When the said Boxrd shall have 
finished its lahours in the matter the said 
commandant shall then send us the names 
of the deserving officers who effected the 
capture for the usual rewards, etc. 

(6) The same officer reports another 
capture of four bandits caught while 
robbing in broad daylight. Let the pri- 
soners be treated in the same manner as 
noted in the foregoing decree. 

(7) A similar decree regarding ten thieves 
belonging to an organised gang in Peking 
who had been captured by the gendarmerie. 


11th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Ch‘ing Mien (Manchu) is appointed 
Police Censor of the Middle City. 

(2) Wén Po, (Manchu) is appointed Po- 
lice Censor of the Northern City. 

(3) Wan Pei-yu is appointed Police 
Censor of the Eastern City. 

No papers of interest, 


12th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) We have received the memorial of 
Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of the two Hu 
provinces, reporting the completion of the 


trials of the ringleaders of the rival coolie 
factions who recently c:eated such sanguin- 
ary partisan fights in the streets «f the 
newly opened Treaty port of Shasi. As to 
the report of the Board of Punishments 
with reference t» the above case declaring 
that the local military and civil officials 
of Shasi have been guilty of negligence 
in not crushi: g the riots at the beginning, 
we hereby order the said Viceroy to review 
the evidence in the said trials and report 
t» us the degree of culpability of each of the 
officials named therein. 


Note:—Th» riot referred to above was 
owi'g to tke rivalry between the lad 
coolies coming from Hankow and those 
from Wuchang and Hanyang who con- 
gregate in very large numbers in Shasi (all 
four cities belonging to the province of 
Hupeh). There wasa certain partof theriver 
bank where usually lie a number of cargo 
junks which the Hankow coolies had held 
as their special ‘‘hunting-ground” and 
therefore claimed the right of transporting 
into the city all the cargo coming through 
that particular wharf. This spot was aa 
objec: of envy amongst the combined Wu- 
chang and Hanyang coolies who trus'ing in 
their superi:rity of numbers attempted one 
day to usurp this wharf. Naturally, the 
Hankow coolies resented the act and a grand 
battle ensued between the two parties in 
which the latter were eventually victorious. 
More sanguinary fights ensued, the local 
authorities being powerless to repress the 
turbulent coolies, Then followed a reign 
of terror: trade was almost stopped, and a 
series of murders began when members of 
rival parties meeting each other inthe streets 
would try to assassinate one another. It was 
not until the Viceroy Chang was appealed to 
and he had sent a strong force of disciplined 
troops to Shasi that order was restored ; 
but nearly a hundred lives had been losb 
which in the eyes of the law placed the 
local officials under a heavy responsibility. 
—Translator. 

(2) P‘u Yuan, a member of the Imperial 
Clan, is by an act of extra grace given the 
rank of an Imperial Body Guardsman of 
the First Class, with privilege of doing 
duty at the principal entrance of the Palace. 


13th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Provincia) Administration. 

(2) Ghung Shan is appointed Assistant 
Secretary of the Board of Rites in charge 
of the department haying supervision of 
the Muling Imperial Mausoleum. 


[Jan. 13—15. 


(3) Jui Ch‘eng is appeinted to a similar 
post in the department having supervision 
of the Huiling Imperial Mausoleum. 


14th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Commandant of the Gendarmerie re- 
porting the capture of K‘ang Pa-lang, a 
notorious Peking desperado and bandit, at 
Newchwang to which port he had fled, we 
hereby command that he he handed to 
the Board of Punishments for trial. Yang 
Féng-ming, a First Lieutenant of the Corps, 
through whose activity and cleverness the 
above-named bandit was captured is here- 
by rewarded with a promotion to the rank 
of a Second Captain, together with the 
brevet dark blue button. He is also per- 
mitted to change his decoration of the 
plain blue feather to that of a peacock’s 
feather. As for Yang Ping-wei, First 
Lieutenant of the 3rd class of the Corps 
and second in command of the detachment 
sent in pursuit of the bandit, he is hereby 
made First Lieutenant of the Ist class 
with the brevet crystal button and pea- 
cock’s feather, 

(2) Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liang 
Kiang, accuses Shen Shou-ch‘ien, Taotai 
of Hsiichou, of certain misdemeanours, 
amongst which is failing in properly 
attending to the administration of his 
Intendancy, and that when the said 
Viceroy summoned him to Nanking in 
order to examine into his conduct, 
the said Taotai, knowing that he would 
have to lose his post, made a promiscuous 
clearance of all unfinished cases tried by him, 
by allowing all those confined in gaol to be 
indiscriminately bailed out without regard 
to the charge under which each prisoner 
lay, etc. This is most culpable on the part 
of the said Taotai, and as a warning to 


others he is this day cashiered and dis-— 


miszed from office. 

(3) The same Viceroy denounces the 
following officials belonging to the civil 
service of Kiangsu province :—The expect- 
ant prefect, Wa Yii-tien, for carelessness 
and ignorance of the duties of his rank ; 
Ch‘en Tao-chi, suab-prefect of P‘eichou, 
for being of mediocre talents and there- 
fore unqualified for discharging the duties 
of his office; Wang Shu-ting, district 
magistrate of Antunghsien, for possessing 
a cruel nature and being unsuited to the 
people over whom he rules, and Ling Pin- 
sen, district magi-trate of Kanyiihsien, for 
untitness on account: of great age to bear the 
responsibilities «f office. With reference 
to the above-named denounced officers we 


hereby command Ma Yii-tiento be degraded 
two steps to the rank of a department 
magi-trate ; Ch‘en Tao-chi and Wang Shu- 
ting to be ordered to vacate their officescom- 
pulsorily, and Lin Pin-sento be commanded 
to retire into private life. The Board con- 
cerned is commanded to t»ke note thereon, 

(4) Hsin Ch'ing is appointed Superin- 

tendent of the Huaian Customs of Kiangsu. 
15th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Supervising Censor of the Board 
of War and Police Censor of the Middle 
city, Ch‘ing Mien, and his colleagues, con- 
jointly denounce the arbitrary conduct of a 
certain Chang Té-pei, an expectant gaol- 
warde» and inves'igating officer of one of 
the Metropolitan summary police courts. 
He is arcused of having used illegal 
tortures thereby encompassing the pre- 
mature death of a prisoner brought to 
him for preliminary investigation before 
any guilt could be properly fixed upon the 
deceased. This isa grive offence and we 
command that the accused officer be tem- 
porarily cashiered and placed under trial 
before the Court of the Police Censor of 
the Western City. The Board of Civil 
Appointments is commanded to take note 
thereon. 

(2) The Board of Rites is hereby com- 
manded to deliberate upon and report to 
us concerning the memorial of the Censor, 
Sun Wu-ch‘ien, suggesting that certain 
changes be!'made in the curriculum of the 
literary examinations of Peking and the 
provincial capitals, a d further that the old 
regulations as 1o subjects required of can- 
didatesat the examinationsfor thedegreesof 
Chijen and Chinshih (Provincial and Metro- 
politan graduates) be revised in order to 
keep pace with the progress of the times. 

(8)Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liang 
Kiang provinces, sends us a list of worthy 
officers from prefectural to magisterial rank 
in the province of Kiangsu with the re- 
quest that the Imperial Commend:tion be 
given concerning the virtuous conduct of 
the offici:ls concerned. The following is 
the list of the said worthy and virtuous 
officers :—Yen Hsiu, prefect of Chinkiang ; 
Shen Hsi-Chin, prefect of Yangchow ; 
Chou Hung-mu, prefect of Hsiichou ; Wong 
Shu-t‘ang, independent sub-prefect of South 
Tungchou (near Nanking) ; Chin Yuan-yin, 
district magistrate of Fanghsien (city of 
Sungkiang) ; Shen Ch‘uan-min, substantive 
district magistrate of T'aoyuan and acting 
magistrate of Paoshan (Woosung) ; T'ang 
Yao, district magistrave of Tungt‘ai ; and 
Ch‘en Shao-t‘ang, acting magistrate of 
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T‘aoyuan. Ali the above officers have been 
eulogised by the said Viceroy as being 
“*men above the common herd of officials 
and possessed of brilliant talents and steady 
earnestness in discharging the onerous 
duties of local officialdom,” ete. Wegladly 
desire to express our perfect approbation 
of the conduct of the officers named herein 
and command that the words of the Im- 
perial commendation be transmitted by the 
said Viceroy to the wortly officials concern- 
ed. Wewould herefurther exhort these pre- 
fects, sub-prefect, and district magistrates 
tn continue with zealousness and diligence 
in their several paths of duty in order to 
deserve well the contidence and trust we 
have reposed in them as shepherds and 
parents of our people. Let them beware 
of showing a brilliant and zealous begin- 
ning in ther official life without the pro- 
portionate and appropriate completion that 
might be expected in the future of their 
several careers. Finally, let our approba- 
tion of their conduct be duly noted by the 
usual Board and recorded in the official 
biography « f the said officers. 

(4) Chao Shu-jao, Governor of Kiangsu, 
sens us a memorial denouncing the un- 
worthy conduct «and mediocre abilities of 
certain civil officers under his jurisdiction. 
In the case of the ex-prefect Ma Yii-tien, 
degraded by a former decree to the rank 
of a department magistrate at the instance 
of Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of Liang Kiang, 
the said Governor further denounces 
him on the ground of excessive care- 
lessness and being possessed of a 
coarse nature. In view of this sup- 
plemental denunciation it is evident that 
the said Ma Yii-tien is entirely unfit to be 
trusted with the government of our subjects 
and he is, therefore, ordered to be cashier- 
ed of all his rank and titles and to be dis- 
missed from the service. The said Go- 
vernor also denounces En Shou (Manchu), 
the sub-prefect of the department of Taihu 
Lake(near Soochow), for confiding too much 


to his own servants, thereby gaining for - 


their master a most unsavoury reputation ; 
Yi Jan, (another Manchu) an expectant 
sub-prefect, for keeping no discipline or 
restraint over his underlings, therefore 
causing much unfavourable comment 
amongst the masses; Ling Cho, district 
magistrate of Wuhsien (city of Soochow), 
for being se affected by ill health that it 
has unfitted him for grasping the details of 
his usual duties, further accentuated by 
azy and crafty habits; Wu Kuan-lo, 
district magistrate of Wusieh, of such 
vacillating conduct that grave complaints 
have b:en made against him before 


the memorialist by the people of Wusieh ; 
and, finally, Wu Shou-yi, an expectant 
district magistrate, of avaricious con luet 
and glossing over his misdemeanours before 
his superiors in rank. All the above 
officers so denounced are hereby cashiered 
and dismissed from their several posts, As 
the complaints made by the said Governor 
againet Fei Hung-nien, district magistrate 
of Tséngtsé, who has been accused of being 
exceedingly mediocre in talents and 
abilities and, therefore, unfit for his post, 
and against Yang Chih-li, district 
magistrate of Liyang, who is described ag a 
man whose ‘vitality is exhansted” and 
whose ‘‘discharze of his usual duties is 
characterised by delayand procrastination,” 
we hereby command that the two officers 
so denoun-ed be compulsorily dismissed 
from their present posts and await other 
employment in the civil service of Kiangsu. 


16th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) To Huan is appointed Manchu sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat, and 
T‘ai Pu is appointed Manchu Vice-Director 
of the Banqueting Court. 

(2) Appointing a number of officials to 
various posts in the Metropolitan and’ 
Provincial Administrations. 


17th January, 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Chun Liang is appointed Sub-Chancellor 
of the Grand Secretariat with the brevet 
rank of a Vice-President of the Board of 
Rites. 

No papers of interest. 


18th and 19th January. 
No papers of interest. 


20th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Shih Sui-chang is appointed prefect 
of Kiungchow (Hainan island), Kuangtung 
province. 

(2) T‘ao Mu, Governor-General of the 
Shen-Kan provinces, having recently sent 
us a special memorial recommending pro- 
motions for a number of civil and military 
officials who had distinguished themselves 
in certain ways during the campaign against 
the Mahommedan rebels of Hsining pre- 
fecture, Kansu province, we commanded 
the Boards of Civil Appointments and of 
War, at the time, to deliberate over the 
said memorial and report to us whether 
the promotions so recommended should 
be confirmed. We are now in receipt 
of a memorial from Wu Kuang-k‘uei, 
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Supervising Censor of the Board of Civil 
Appointments, who states that he finds, 
upon calculation, that no less than 3,000, 
odd, civil and military officers have already 
been promoted for services rendered which 
led to the complete subjugation of the 
rebels of Hsining and the restoration of 
Peace in that part of Kansu province. 
These promotions were made at the instance 
and recommendations at various epochs of 
the war of T‘ao Mu, the above-named 
Viceroy ; Yang Ch‘ang-chun, the displaced 
ex-Viceroy of the said two provinces; 
Wei Kuang-tao, Governor of Shensi; Jao 
Ying-ch‘i, Governor of Chinese Turkestan ; 
Tung Fu-hsiang, Generalissimo of the 
Imperial forces in the field and Pro- 
vincial Commander-in-Chief of Kansu ; 
and Kuei Pin, Manchu Administrator of 
Hsining—in fact by all the chief officials 
who had anything to do with crushing the 
late rebellion of the Kansu Mahommedans 
—while the ranks granted to the recipients 
consisted of extraordinary steps in promo- 
tion in proportion to the important services 
rendered during that crisis. Owing to the 
enormous number of promotions aforesaid 
the said memorialiss (Wu Kuang-k‘uei) 
seems to hold a suspicion that there must 
have been cases where names of persons 
have been unwarrdntably inserted who 
had nothing to do with the matter, and 
that favouritism and nepotism must have 
Tun riot under cover of the above whole- 
sale promotions granted by the extraor- 
dinary graciousness of the Throne. The 
said memorialist has also adduced as an 
example the names of Chang Hsin-t‘ai, 
an ex-department magistrate and a dozen 
or so others who had been cashiered 
in other ‘provinces for misdemeanours 
and the like who had flocked to Kansu 
to ‘‘volunteer for service” during the 
war and who having luck with them, 
brought about by the successful termina- 
tion of the rebellion, had succeeded in 
getting the said Viceroy to recommend 
the restoration of their original ranks as 
a reward “for important (sic) services 
rendered.” In a postcript memorial the 
same Censor points out the case of the 
cashiered prefect Kéng Shih-wei. When 
the restoration of his rank was recom- 
mended that person’s case which led to 
his deprivation of official rank was actually 
yet in suspenso, whereby his character 
had not been decided one way or the 
other ; heuce he had no legal claim to ask 
for the restoration of his former rank. 
With such oversight on the part of the 
high authorities who have memorialised for 
the granting of promotions to reward the 


officers who have fought during the late re- 
bellion, especially in a case so glaring as 
that of the cashiered prefect above-named, 
the memorialist declares it as his opinion 
that there was either utter recklessness in 
making up the lists of promotions, or 
favouritism, friendly recommendations, and 
nepotism had been exercised in certain. 
cases. The said Censor further asks that 
the Boards concerned should be command- 
ed to investigate the whole matter and 
cancel such promotions as seem liable to 
suspicion of the absence of justice and 
impartiality. Now we must explain that 
the Throne graciously grants rewards 
in proportion to the importance of services 
rendered to the State, in order to incite 
emulation and an ambition to distinguish 
oneself amongst all our officers, civil and 
military. Hence we most emphatically 
condemn the substitution of names and 
reckless recommendations for promotions 
which reduce the value of the rewards 
granted by us. We will, however, pass 
over, for obvious reasons, the various lists 
sent up to us on former occasions but take. 
exception to the present list made up by 
the said Viceroy which contains the names 
of a number of cashiered civil and military 
officials who demand restoration of their 
former ranks and privileges. The Boards 
concerned are, therefore, hereby com- 
manded to investigate the cases of each of 
the above-noted cashiered officers and 
see what were the causes which led to 
their deprivation of rank and_ titles. 
They are to differentiate between the 
seriousness of the misdemeanours of these 
ex-officers and according to the gravity or 
otherwise of their former offences recom- 
mend or reject the restoration of ranks as 
proposed by the said Viceroy. The said 
Boards are to take care not to be unduly 
influenced by the fact of the bravery and 
patriotism which led the said cashiered 
officers to volunteer for service with the 
army in the field; but they are to judge 
impartially the pros and cons of each indi- 
vidual case, in order that the really deser- 
ving may not lose his proper reward. As 
for the names of other officers recommended 
for promotion in the present list, the saia 
Boards are to make a strict enquiry into 
the actual locus standi of each aspirant 
after promotion and report to us, in order 
that the ranks of the truly deserving be 
free from interlopers and unworthy char- 
acters. 

(3) The same Censor also sends us a 
postscript memorial recommending that in 
future when partially degraded or cashier- 
ed ex-officers who volunteer for service, be 
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it with the armies of the various provinces, 
in the frontier or coast defence services, 
or in the conservation departments of the 
Yellow and other rivers, that the high 
provincial authorities receiving such men 
should be compelled to first send a state- 
ment of facts concerning each individual 
and the history of the causes which led to 
their partial degradation or total depriva- 
tion of rank, to be recorded in the Boards 
concerned before being allowed to give 
employment to such men, ete. The Boards 
of Civil Appointments and of War are com- 
manded to deliberate thereon and report 
to us. 

21st January. 

No papers of interest. 
22nd January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Yi Li is appointed special Inspector 
of the affairs of the Vanguard Division and 
of the Brigade doing duty as Escort of the 
Imperial cortége, both of the Imperial 
Guards. 

(2) The Censors Pén Kuei, Ch‘ing Mien, 
Pao An, and Hesiu Lin are appointed special 
Inspectors of Banner affairs for one year. 

(3) The Court of Sacrificial Worship re- 
ports that the 12th of February next is set 
apart for offering sacrifices at the Temple 
of Harvests ; Prince Kuei Pin, 1st Order, is 
commanded to inspect the animals destined 
for sacrifice on that day and K‘un Hsin is 
commanded to superintend the slaughter 
thereof. 

(4) The same Court announces that the 
5th of March next is the day appointed by 
the laws for sacrificing at the Temple of 
Literature ; Prince K ‘ai T‘ai, 1st Order, is 
commanded to act as Chief Worshipper and 
Kuei Ch‘ang is commanded to sacrifice at 
the rear altar. 

It is also announced by the same Court 
that the 7th of March next will be the 
anniversary for sacrificing at the Temple of 
theFirst Physician. P‘u Ting is commanded 
to act as Chief Worshipper and Chuang 
Shou-ho and Yang Chi-ho are commanded 
to worship at the minor altars on either 
side of the said Temple. 

The same Court announces the 10th of 
March next as the anniversary for sacri- 
ficial worship at the Temple of Confucius, 
‘‘The First Teacher;” Hsi Chin is com- 
manded to act as Chief Worshipper, while 
two Hanlin Academists will be appointed 
to sacrifice at the minor altars on either 
side of the said temple on that day. 

(7) Ch‘ung K‘uan is commanded to 
sacrifice at the shrine dedicated to the 
Sacred Sages on the above-named date. 


(8) The 11th of March next being the 
anniversary for sacrificial worship at the 
Altar of Our Dynasty, we intend to sacrifice 
in person there on the day named. 


(9) On the 14th of March next, the 
anniversary for worshipping at the temple 
of the God of Literature, Prince Tsai Hsiin, 
2nd Order, will act as Chief Worshipper, 
and Hsti Cheng-yao is commanded to sacri- 
fice at the rear altar. 


(10) The same Court announces the 17th 
of March next as the anniversary for wor- 
shipping at the temple of Kuanti (Chinese 
god of war), the Scourge of evil spirits. 
Kuei Pin, Prince of the 1st Order, is. 
commanded to act as chief Worshipper on 
that occasion and Ch‘ing Fu will worship 
at the rear altar. 


23rd January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) K‘uei Pin, our Resident at Lassa, 
reports that he has removed from office a 
Tibetan Abbot named Gorguncho, who 
was also armed with secular powers, owing 
to general misconduct and incapability. 
The memorialist now asks that Gorguncho 
be summoned to Peking to answer the 
charges made against him, etc. The request 
is granted and the Mongolian Superin- 
tendency is hereby commanded to take 
charge of the matter and summon the said 
Abbot to Peking. 


(2) With reference to another memorial 
by the same memorialist which reports that 
the conduct of certain other Tibetan 
dignitaries requires investigation, etc., we 
hereby command the said K‘uei Pin to 
make the necessary enquiries and report to 
us. 


(83) The said Resident also denounces a 
Mongol official named Chan Chin-cho and 
requests that he be removed from his 
present office and the Mongolian Super- 
intendency be commanded to appoint the 
accused to some other post, etc. The said 
Superintendency is commanded to investi- 
gate the case and report tous. The said 
Resident also complains that no less than 
600 odd Mongol nobles of the Cherchen 
league of Mongols who have succeeded to 
the ranks and titles of their fathers have 
been unable to get their letters patent 
from the Mongolian Superintendency. We 
hereby command the officers of the said 
Superintendency to hasten over the matter 
after due investigation ; they are forbidden 
to raise obstacles to or ‘‘table” the 
patents required. 


(Jan. 24—20. 


Ss eee 


24th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch‘ing Shu (Manchu) is appointed 
prefect of Liangchou, Kansu province. 

(2) Sun Chia-nai, Governor Adjoint, 
and Hu Yii-fén, Governor of Peking, con- 
jointly denounce certain territorial officials 
of the Imperial Prefecture of Shuntienfu. 
The expectant magistrate Ch‘en Shou- 
ch‘un is accused of low conduct and of 
being addicted to currying favour with 
those superior in rank in order to get 
their assistance in procuring substantive 
appointment for him, etc. For this mis- 
demeanour we hereby degrade the said 
magistrate to the rank of a gaolwarden in 
a prefect’s yamén or to that of an assistant 
magistrate(8th rank). Li Yen-ch ‘ang, magis- 
trate of Tach ‘énghsien, is accused of incom- 
patibility in his relations with the people of 
his district. He is ordered to vacate his 
post and await other employment. The 
police magistrate of Kupehk‘ou (Great 


‘Wall entrance), Li Mei-hsin, and Sun Chih-. 


main, gaolwarden of Pingkéhsien, are, the 
first accused of inveterate habits, (opium 
smoking or imbibing,) and of having 
left his post without permission, and the 
second of shamming death in order to avoid 
taking up his post. Both the two men are 
hereby cashiered and dismissed from the 
service. The Board of Civil Appointments 
is commanded to take note thereon. 

(3) The said memorialists also request 
that the district magistrate Sieh Hsi-fén be 
appointed magistrate of the Metropolitan 
district (in Peking) of Tahsinghsien. The 
request is granted and the Board con- 
cerned is ordered to take note. 

(4) The said memorialists further ask 
for an extra grant of rice in aid of the 
Kuangjén BenevolentSociety’s gruel station 
at the Kuangchii gate of Peking owing to the 
unusual number of famine sufferers and city 
poor who have been seeking help and food 
since the winter opened. We hereby grant 
another gift of 300 shih of rice to the said 
Society in order that our poor subjects be 
properly fed during the winter. 


25th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) The Commandant of the Peking Gen- 
darmerie reports the capture by his force 
of four notorious bandits belonging to a 
band that had been infesting a neighbour- 
ing prefecture and who generally escaped 
inside the limits of the Metropolitan Pre- 
fecture in order to avoid pursuit, ete. The 
prisoners are hereby ordered to be handed 
over to the Board of Punishments for 


trial and punishment according to the laws. 
As for the rest of the band whose names 
are known, we hereby command that 
strict search be made for those still at 
large, and that as soon as the trial of the 
officera and men be finished a list be sent in 
of the names of the officers and men of the 
gendarmerie who distinguished themselves 
im making the capture so that proper notice 
be taken of those of deserving conduct and 
proportionate rewards granted to them. 


26th January. 


"MPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Censor Li Nien-tzu denounced 
the other day Ch‘en I-pei, the department 
magistrate of Chunhua, Chihli, in con- 
sequence of which we commanded Wang- 
Wén-shao to investigate the matter and 
report tous. The report of the said Vice- 
roy is now before us in which he declares 
that all the charges preferred by the said 
Censor are groundless and unproven; but 
that the accused had been unable to put 
proper restraint over the conduct of his 
personal attendants, which of itself con- 
stitutes a fault. We hereby command the 
said department magistrate to be handed 
to the Board of Civil Appointments for 
the determination of an adequate penalty, 
As for the accusations made against the 
deputy Yang Chin-shih, who had been 
sent to distribute famine relief to the people 
of Chunhua, it has been found that the 
accused official is not fit to carry out the 
relief owing to his ignorance of the wants 
of the people, in consequence of which the 
said deputy has been guilty of several 
misdemeanours. He is hereby cashiered 
and dismissed the service. 

(2) Chang Huai-yiiis appointed Brigadier- 
General of the military division of Palik’un 
(Lake Barkul district), Eastern Chinese 
Turkestan. 

(3) Wang Féng-ming is appointed Briga- 
dier-General of the military division of Di 
(Kuldja). 

(4) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports the capture by his 
force of eight desperadoes who have a large 
number of murders and robberies recorded 
against their names. The prisoners are 
hereby ordered to be handed over to the 
Board of Punishments for trial, and let 
strict search be made for those of the band 
who are still at large. 

(5) With reference to a memorial by the 
same high officer recommending certain 
officers of the Northern and Right battalions 
of the Gendarmerie who had distinguished 
themselves by energy and activity in 
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capturing bandits, the Board of War is 
hereby commanded to deliberate over the 
said list and report to us for confirmation. 


27th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

With reference to the denunciations by 
the Supervising Censor, Sieh Hsi-hang, 
against certain Taotais, etc., helonging to 
the Hunan provincial service, we ordered 
Ch‘en Pao-chen to investigate into the 
charges and report to us. The memorial 
of the said Governor is now before us in 
which he reports that some of the accusa- 
tions against the Taotai Ch‘ien K‘ang- 
yung, the expectant magistrate Lu Ju- 
chun, and Yii Liang-tung, district magistrate 
of T‘aoyuan, have turned out to be partial- 
ly true. These three officers are therefore 
hereby cashiered and dismissed the service. 
As for the charges against Li Ching-hsi 
(nephew of Li Hung-chang), formerly Salt 
Intendant of Hunan, and the prefect Yi 
Ch‘ing, since they have been found to be 
groundless no further attention need be 
given to these two officers’ case. Jén Ling, 
a secretary in the Provincial Judge’s yamén, 
who has been found guilty is hereby order- 
ed to be deported from Hunan to his native 
town in Chékiang. 

SENTENCE ON MURDERERS. 

Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, 
reports a crime of unusual gravity from his 
jurisdiction and the sentences imposed on 
the criminals. The crime in question took 
place in December last in the district of 
Chiichou, where a son at the instigation of 
his mother niurdered his father. As this 
was a most serious crime memorialist 
ordered the case to be sent to Paotingfu 
for trial by the Provincial Judge, Chi Pang- 
chén. The said Judge having made the 
usual investigations reported that he had 
found the murderers guilty of the crime 
they were accused of and recommended 
that both mother and son suffer death by 
the slow and shameful process (lingch‘sh) in 
accordance with the laws of theland. Memo- 
rialist, however, wished to be sure that the 
accusations were just and so ordered Yuan 
Féng-lin, the Provincial Treasurer, to make 
a special trial of the case. The evidence 
first reported was adhered to in this trial 
which showed as follows :—Chang Hsi-féng, 
the murdered man, was a well-to-do farmer 
of Ch‘iichouhsien. He had an only son 
(Chang Tsé-kuang), the murderer, who was 
ao petted and spoiled by his parents, 
especially by the mother, that as he grew 
older he became unmanageable and fell into 
dissolute habits. To get money to supply 


his wants Chang Tsé-kuang used to per- 
suade his mother to get it for him until at 
last they began to sell portions of the land 
belonging to the father. In spite of the 
latter's remonstrances the mother and son: 
persisted in their course until it became 
evident to the father that unless something 
was done to stop the two they would soon 
sell the house which sheltered him and 
them. So the father one day assembled 
all the headmen of his clan and complained 
of the conduct of his wife and son and 
asked tor protection against them. It was 
then decided that the remainder of the 
property of 47 mow of land be retained for 
the support of the father in his old age, 
and the dissolute son and his mother were 
there and then interdicted by the seniors of 
their clan from touching this land on pain 
of suffering punishment administered by 
the clan. This stopped the pair for a short 
time ; but the gambling debts contracted by 
the son became too pressing and so, assisted 
by his mother, Chang Tsé-kuang tried to 
mortgage or sell the 47 mow of land in 
secret. The father found the matter 
out and forcibly upbraided his wife and 
son for their conduct and in attempt- 
ing corporal punishment on the son the 
mother assisted the latter in getting away 
from his father's clutches. Exasperated 
beyond reason the father at last said 
that the best way to stop this would 
be to kill both wife and son. When the 
pair heard this they began to consult so as to 
lay hands on the father first before he could 
put his threat into execution. So on the 
night of the 30th December last Chang 
Tsé-kuang having first filled himself with 
alcoholic drinks and egged on by the mother, 
who persistently declared that if they did 
not kill the father he would kill them, 
seized hold of an iron rake and marched 
into his father’s room where he lay on the 
k‘ang or stove-bedstead. The mother also 
followed into the room to assist the son if 
necessary: Three fearful blows were then 
dealt with the iron rake on the head of the 
murdered man, the third blow on the back 
of the head being the fatal stroke. When 
Chang Hsi-féng was killed, the mother 
dressed the corpse with an old cotton- 
wadded jacket and with the parricide carri- 
ed the body to a back garden wall. Placing 
the corpse beneath the wall the guilty pair 
pulled down a lot of bricks from the top of 
the wall, half burying the body with the 
dabris, so as to make it seem to outsiders 
that the old man had been killed by 
the falling of the wall over which he 
was supposed to have tried to vault. 
The next morning the brother’ of 


the deceased having his suspicions re- 
ported the matter to the magistrate of 
Chiichouhsien who finally extracted the 
above confession from the parricide and 
murderess. The law for this crime de- 
mands that both the woman and her son 
be sentenced to death by the lingchih 
process, the head of the son being exposed in 
the village where the crime was committed, 
the mother’s head in consideration of it 
being a woman’s being exempted from this 
exposure. Memorialist upon receiving the 
above confirmed report at once gave orders 
for the carrying out of the sentence recom- 
tuended by the said Provincial Judge, in 
accordance with the laws of the land.— 
Rescript: Let the Board of Punishments 
take note. 
28th January. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


Wei Kuang-tao, Governor of Shensi, 
denounces a number of incompetent officers 
in his province and asks that the accused 
officials be degraded or cashiered according 
to a list presented with the memorial. The 
request is granted and the Board of Civil 
Appointments is commanded to take note 
thereon. 

29th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) E-k‘6-t‘ang-&, Military Governor and 
Tartar General of Féngtien province, Man- 
churia, recommendsthe bestowal of adequate 
promotions on the officials detailed by him 
to reorganise the likin and customs of the 
Eastern Marches on the frontiers of Corea. 
As through the efforts of the said officials 
the revenues of the cities in question have 
been annually increased by nearly half a 
million taels, the officials named deserve pro- 
per recoynition for their successful efforts, 
namely, the Taotai Wang Hsi-hsun, who is 
hereby rewarded with having his name 
specially recorded in the Grand Council for 
the first vacant Taotaiship in Féngtien ; 
the department magistrate Té Lin, who is 
hereby promoted to the rank of a sub- 
prefect ; the district magistrate, Cha Fu-chi, 
who is hereby rewarded with the privilege 
of wearing a prefect’s brevet button as 
soon as he gets his sub-prefect’s rank ; 
and the magistrate T‘u Chin-tao who is 
promoted to be a sub-prefect as soon as 
he shall have received his substantive dis- 
trict magistrate’s post. Asa special bounty 
of the Throne the officials promoted above 
are exempted from personally coming to 
Peking for an audience for examination 
of their qualifications, etc. 

(2) Pien Pao-ch‘uan, Viceroy of the 
Min-Ché provinces, reports tle death of 
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Chang Ch‘i-kuang, late Provincial Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Chékiang, at Ningpo 
headquarters. We are deeply grieved at 
the lossof thisfaithful servant and command 
that he be accorded burial rites and the go- 
vernment grant to his family befitting his 
rank as General. Further, as a recognition 
of the eminent services rendered by the 
deceased General during the Taiping rebel- 
lion, we hereby bestow on his eldest son 
Chang Shih-min the rank of a sub-prefect, 
and upon his second son Chang Tsu-yao the 
rank of an Assistant Secretary of one of the 
Six Boards. The Boards concerned are to 
take note. 

(3) Ch‘en Chi-ts‘ing is appointed Pro- 
vincial Commander-in-Chief of Chékiang, 
vice Chang Ch‘i-kuang, deceased. 

(4) Jui Hsiin, a Reader of the Hanlin 
College, denounces the rowdyism and want 
of circumspection of the sons and heirs of 
the high Manchu and Chinese officials 
residing at Peking, and complains that the 
parents of the young men do not keep 
proper restraint and discipline amongst 
them. Many cases have been cited in this 
memorial which, if true, show that the young 
nobles are under lax discipline indeed. We 
would, therefore utter a note of warning 
to all concerned, and exhort all to behave 
in a proper and seemly manner so that 
they may deserve the confidence we shall 
have to place in them in the future when 
they succeed their fathers. If, after this de- 
cree, any be found to have neglected our 
warning, we shall surely punish such and 
we might add that the parents of the de- 
linquents will not escape scot-free either. 

(5) Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, 
accuses Wang Hu-ch‘ing, magistrate of 
Chianganhsien, of avarice and making him- 
self an object of hatred amongst his people ; 
and Wu [-shih, magistrate of Yenyuanhsien, 
of mediocre abilities and neglecting his 
ordinary duties. Both the accused officers 
are hereby cashiered and dismissed the 
service. 

(6) The same Viceroy complains of the 
many frauds prevalent during the literary 
examinations for the degree of Chujén in 
Chéngtu and asks permission to revise the 
rules current in the examination halls, which 
favour frauds rather than prevent them, 
The said Viceroy ia hereby commanded to 
frame what rules he thinks best and embody 
them in a proclamation for the information 
of all. The candidates, also, are com- 
manded to keep themselves more under 
discipline during the examinations, and the 
assistant examiners are exhorted to use 
every diligence in preventing fruads ao that 
only the worthy can attain their degrees. 


Jan. 30—Fup. 2.) 


30th January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Yii Hung-liang is appointed marine 
sub-prefect of Haimén, Chékiang province, 

(2) Li Ping-heng. Governor of Shantung, 
denounces a number of magistrates and 
directors of studies belonging to the various 
district magistracies of his province, for 
incapaci'y, avarice, or fraud. We hereby 
cashier the accused officials as per list 
handed us by the said Governor. 

(3) The same Governor denou'ces Gen- 
eral P‘eng Ch‘in-yang. commanding the 
front battalion of tre Yellow River Con- 
tingent, and Tu Yung-fu, Colonel com- 
manding the rear battalion of the same 
contingen', for drawing the pay of ‘‘ dum- 
mies ” on the battalion roll for their private 
aggrandisement, and also of having done 
river embankment work in a slipshod man- 
ner. Both the accused officers are hereby 
degraded to the rank of First Captain and 
removed in punishment thereof. The ex- 
pectant Major Yen Ta-sui belonging t: the 
River Conservancy Bureau is also accused 
of wasting a lit of government money on 
useless river works, etc. The accused 
officer is degraded to the rank of second 
Captain in punishment of his incapability. 


3ist January. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

Li Nien-tzu, the Supervising Censor, 
complains of the glaring frauds prevalent 
at Nankiny during the provincial examina- 
tions for the chiijéu degree and he, 
therefure, prays that orders may be given 
to the Viceroy aud Governors con- 
cerned to prevent a recurrence of such 
frauds. We hereby command L:u K‘un-yi, 
Viceroy of the Liang Kiang, and Chao 
Shu-jao and Téng Hua-hsi, Governors of 
Kiangsu and Anhui, respectively, to frame 
more stringent rules for the guidance of 
the Proctors and Examiners at the said 
examinations when the licentiates of 
Kiangsu and Auhui assemble at Nanking 
to campete for the chiijén degree, so that 
only the worthy and deserving shall be 
“able to get their degrees. 


Ist February. 
No papers of interest. 


2nd February. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


This day being the 1st day of che new 
year, the Imperial Astronomical Board 
sent in a report to his Majesty that the 
direction of the wind coming from the 
south-east prognosticates a year of plenty 
and long life to men. His Majesty will 
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celebrate to-morrow by eating the sacrificial 
meats with the Court at 8 o’clock, and later 
on in the. forenoon will proceed to the 
Southern Lake Palace to pay the compli- 
ments of the season to H.IM. the 
Empress Dowager, after which his Majesty 
aud Court will return to the city. 


FALSE RETURNS. 


Yen Mou, Military Governor and Tartar 
General of Kirin, denounces the district 
magistrate of Nunganhsien for making un- 
reliable reports of the quantity of grain in 
his district granary and for listening entire- 
ly to the reports of the éipvos or village 
cons‘ables concerning the condition of the 
country instead of m-king personal inves- 
tigations int» the matt-r. In 1890 accord- 
ing to the reports of previous magistrates 
of Nunganhsien the annual collection of 
taxes in kind of the said district was 3,000 
shih of rice which are laid up in the dis- 
trict granary to provide for emergencies 
such as war orfamine. Buton the 14th 
of October last Tu Hsio-ying, the magis- 
trate of the above district reported that 
owing toa drought «nil consequen' famive 
in Nungan, the people were in danger of 
starvation, but that acco ding to the con- 
stables a'd headmen of each village the 
fielis would still be ab!e to produce 
abour three-tenths of the usual crops. At 
present, however, there was a Jitt'e danger 
of famine, etc. On the 10th of December 
the suid magistrate again reported the con- 
dition of his district and again quoted 
from the reports of the constablea and 
headmen that there was “‘no hope of a 
harvest and that the crops were a total loss.” 
That over 3,000 families belong ng to the 
hamlets of Nungho and Nunglo were in 
danger of u'ter starvation, not counting the 
people of other hamlets. There were, he 
reported, only 1,800, odd, shih ‘f rice 
available in the granary to feed the 
sufferers which was manifestly insufficient 
to satisfy the wants of the people, ete. 
The said magistrate had, therefore, col- 
lected several thousand taels for next 
spring which was the real moment of 
distress amongst the famine sufferers, etc. 
He promised also to make out for me- 
morialist a list of the families and 
number of souls that will require aid. 
Memorialist upon receiving the above 
two reports made enquiries about the 
matter and finds that Nunganhsien lies 
in the public lands granted to the 
Mongol league of Korlos, and that the 
lands are rented by Chinese squatters who 
have settled in the country ; hence the Im- 
perial Government has nothing to do with 
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the taxes of the territory. Hence, whenever 
& famine happens, the rule has been to 
collect local private charity; but never 
has the grain in the government granary 
been touched to relieve these famines. 
Since, however, the said magistrate lad 
promised the people of his district to get 
the provincial authorities to interest them- 


selves on behalf of the sufferers, it has been . 


considered politic to act accordingly so that 
the people may not complain of partiality 
on the part of the Authorities, and so per- 
mission has been given to cell the granary 
rice to the people at cost price. Accord- 
ing to the reports of former magistrates of 
Nunganhsien, the amount of grain set 
aside in the granary for emergencies was, as 
already stated above, 3,000 shih of rice ; 
whereas the present magistrate declares 
that only 1,300, odd, shih are laid up 


in the said granary which slows a 
large deficiency somewhere. Upon me- 
morialist making enquiries the said 


magistrate stated that the 3,000 shih 
was only a ‘*make-believe-for-show” 
report of previous magistrates, for never 
has this reserve amounted to over 
1,300, odd, shih. Memorialist was great- 
ly astonished at this charge of the ma- 
gistrate against his predecessors. If the 
charge be true then his Majesty may see in 
what state Kirin has been and is at pre- 
sent. To clear matters memorialist intends 
to find out the names of the previous 
magistrates of Nungan and_ carefully 
investigate as to the causes which led them 
to make false returns to their superior 
officers. But the present magistrate has 
been guilty of recklessly making reports 
relying solely upon the words of village 
constables and headmen instead of personal- 
ly investigating a serious matter like the 
present, whereby he has been guilty of 
neglect of duty. Memorialist therefore 
has punished the delinquent magistrate by 
removing him from office, and has appoint- 
ed a trustworthy and more active officer to 
succeed the man, pending a thorough 
investigation into the whole case.—Re- 
script: Granted. 


3rd February. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty will proceed to-morrow at 
9 o'clock to the Temple of Imperial 
Longevity fur worship. 


4th February. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty after transacting State affairs 
to-morrow morning will then proceed to 
the Southern Lake Palace to pay a visit to 


H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager, and at 
mid-day will attend the Tzekuang Pavilion 
to witness athletic games, wrestling, etc., 
between Manchus and Mongols belonging 
to the retinues of the Mongol Princes who 
have come to Peking to pay New Year 
obeisances to His Majesty. 


5th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received instructions from 
H.I.M. the Empress-D wager to grant 
Liu Kuang, Duke Ch‘engehiayiyung, the 
privilege of nsing vermilion-coloured reins 
for his riding pony, and we therefore issue 
this decree sanctioning the request of her 
Imperial Majesty. 

(2) Acting also on the recommendation 
of her Imperial Majesty we hereby grant 
Po Wei, Prince of the 3rd order, the pri- 
vilege of doing duty inside the Inner 
Palace. 

(3) The son of Tsai Yivg, Prince of the 
8rd Order and brevet Prince of the 2nd 
Order, Po Ju, is herehy granted the civil 
Premier button (Tow-p‘tn-ting-t17) in accor- 
dance with the request of H.I.M. the 
Empress Dowager. 


6th February. 
No papers of interest. 
7th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Hsii Hui-féng is appointed Literary 
Chane-llor for the Imperial Prefecture of 


' Shuntienfu (Peking.) 


DISBANDING SUPERNUMERARY CAVALRY. 


En Tsé, Military Governor and Tartar- 
General of Heilungchiang, reports the 'e- 
turn of the four battalions «f cavalry 
belonging to the Chénpien or Frontier 
Defence army, from Féngtien; this corps 
having been taken by the former Tartar 
General E k‘6-tang-& in 1894 to Féngtien 
to fight the invaders (Japanese). Owing 
to the absence of the cavaby brigade, 
memorialist was compelled to sel-ct from 
the territorial battalions in Tsitsihar a 
body of 200 mounted young men to under- 
take police and patrol work hitherto done 
by the said brigade before the war. The 
money saved by the disuse of baggage coolies 
attached to the Chénpien Army was made 
to do duty to pay the additional wages of 
the new cavalry patrol. Now, however, the 
above cavalry brigade has returned from 
Féngtien, and memorialist after an inspec- 
tion sent them back to their former quarters 
to resume their usual duties. Hence 
memorialist has disbanded the newly raised 
cavalry with instructions to return to the 
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territorial posts to which they originally 
belonged.—Rescript: Noted. 


8th February. 
DESTRUCTION OF CROPS IN KANSU. 

T‘ao Mu, Viceroy of Shen-Kan, reports 
that certain sub-prefectures and districts 
belonging to Kansu: province have had 
their crops destroyed by hail and rain so 
that the summer and autumn of last year 
produced very scanty harvests. Relief has 
been organised to be distributed in the 
districts suffering from rcarcity of food, 
while those districts which have suffered 
only partial loss will be to pay their 
taxes at a Jater date. According to 
‘"Tsény Ho, Provincial Treasurer, some 
twenty-two districts have suffered logs in 
-one way or the other, while the district of 
‘Chanpéhsien, and the sub-prefectures of 
Hsiinhua and Hochou, which have also 
suffered, have been epecially exempted 
from paying taxes for 1896 owing to the 
rebellion havisg been active in those places. 
The other districts will be allowed a delay 
to pay taxes in proportion to the extent of 
their losses.—Rescript: Let the Board of 
Revenue take note. 


9th February. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty will proceed to-morrow 
morning, after transacting § ate affairs, to 
the Imperial Ancest:al Hall to make sacri- 
ficial worship after which his Majesty re- 
turns t» the City Palace. 

No papers of interest. 


10th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


T‘an Chun-lin, Viceroy of the Two 
Kuang previnces, sends a report denounc- 
ing the conduct of a number of local 
authorities of Kuangtung who deserve 
being either degraded in rank or cashiered. 
Liu Shén-t‘ang, district magistrate of K‘ai- 
ping, Kuanztung, has been accused of 
possessing a weak intellect and of making 
a muddle of the cases he has had brought 
‘before him for trial, and in consequence of 
which he was at o: e timein danger of punish- 
ing the innocent parties in a certain case. 
But as the accused is a man of high 
literary rank and his knowledge above the 
average, he is hereby ordered to change 
his post for that of a Director of § udies in 
a district college, pending selection by the 
Board of Rites. Chu I-ho, district magis- 
trate of Yingté, is accused of vacillation 
and weak conduct ; and Ts‘ing An, magis- 
trate of Hsininghsien, has been accused of 
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dilatory conduct and thereby laying up 
considerable arrears in his usual duties. 
Both these officers are hereby comman- 
ded to resign their present pos's and 
await further appointment. Tsin Huan- 
chang, an expectant gaolwarden of the 
Provincial Judge’s Court, is accused of 
corrupt practice in connection with the 
likin barrier station under his control, such 
as accepting bribes and encouraging his 
subordinates to extort from traders and the 
peop'e; the deputy magistrate, Chang Huan- 
tou, in buying timber for the Government 
is accused of giving fxlso returns; Ch‘en 
Chung-fan, petty officer of the 9th grade, 
Class B, is accused of conduct similar to a 
Buddhist bonze, and disgracing his cloth ; 
finally, Chang Lin, police magistrate of the 
Chuch ‘ang ward of Hop‘uhsien, is accused 
of acting in a thoughtless manner and of 
modioccre abiliti-s savouring of the market 
place. All the above enumerated officials- 
are hereby commanded to be forthwith 
cashiered as a general warning to all and 
clearing the official atmosphere of undesir- 
able characters. The Board of Civil Ap- 
pointments is hereby ordered to take note 
of the same. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty granted audience this morn- 
ing in the Grand Council Chamber to Yiin 
Tsu-yi, Provincial Treasurer designate of 
Chékiang, vice Lung Hsi-ch‘ing, deceased. 


lith February. 
A DOUBLE MURDER IN KIRIN. 

Yen Mou, Military Governor and Tartar- 
General of Kirin, reports that in June last 
year a petition was received from the 
sub-prefect of Yitungchou, Kirin, to the 
effect that one Ts‘ao Yung-tai, a native of 
the said sub-prefecture, had in a fit of 
madness murdered his uncle (who stored 
in the place of his father) and a fellow- 
lodger who had come to the aid of the 
first-named murdered man. It appeared 
that the murderer had been afflicted with 
intermittent fits of madness for several 
years, but as often as these fits would come 
on, so often would they subside soon after, 
during which times the murderer never 
exhibited auy ferocity or thirst after blood. 
He was an unusually mild monomaniac. 
For this reason, therefore, neither his 
uncle, now deceased, nor the rest of the 
family and neighbours thought the malady 
serious enough to report to the local, 
authorities, in order to have the said Ts‘ao 
Yung-tai fettered and confined in prison 
out of harm way. So matters went on 
until the middle of June, aforesaid, when 
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all of a sudden Ts‘ao Yung-tai was attacked 
by madness again. In this instance he 
somehow got hold of a lance or broad 
bladed spear placed in the house with 
other weapons used for defending the 
place against banditti. Taking the spear 
outdoors the madman flourished it as 
if warding off an atrack of imaginary 
enemies. His father Ts‘ao Shun being 
afraid that he would hurt some passer- 
by, came out of the house and tried 
to take away the spear. Instead of com- 
plying the maniac made a lunge at his 
father, the point of the weapon entering 
the old man’s left arm. Avuother lunge 
pierced his, left side when he fell down 
dead. In the meanwhile a fellow-lodger, 
Jen Chen, hearing the noise at the door 
came out to help the old man to wrest 
the weapon away froin the maniac; but 
the Jatter, now apparently madder than 
ever at the sight of blood, fiercely attacked 
Jen with the spear, killing him in the 
same manner as he had killed his father. 
The nephew of the fellow-lodger happen- 
ing to pass by, gave the alarm, and a crowd 
of neighbours collecting they soon over- 
powered the murderer and took him to the 
sub-prefect of the city. When the maniac 
was brought before the magistrate he is 
said to have.suddenly assumed a sullen 
and morose air and seemed unable to com- 
rehend any of the questions put to him. 
n fact he displayed all the symptoms of a 
monomaniac. Now the law demands that 
any person showing maniacal symptoms 
must be taken to the local magistrate for 
confinement by his relatives, or, failing 
them, by the neighbours, whom the law 
makes amenable to punishment if default 
is made and no report be made to the 
magistrates. The right and left neigh- 
bours of the T‘sao family were therefore 
guilty of a misdemeanour similar to that of 
a man who seeing or knowing of an in- 
tended murder fails to report the same to 
the authorities. The law commands that a 
parricide must suffer death by the ling ch ‘ih 
process and his head be exposed in the place 
where he commi'ted the murder. This has 
been done with the above-named murderer, 
and the neighbours and relatives who 
failed to repurt the circumstance of the 
murderer’s craziness to the authorities were 
also punished in the usual way by giving 
each 100 blows of the bamboo. As the 
Jaw allows the execution of criminals, 
where, the scene of their murders exceed 
300 Ji distance, to be done at the 
capital, and as Itungchou is more than 
300 li from Kirin, the murderer was ex- 
ecuted at Kirin and his head has been sent 


for exposure to the first-named city.— 
Reseript: Noted. Let the Board of Punish- 
ment also take note. 


12th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


The Bannerman To Chun, who person- 
ally appealed to us this murning for redreas. 
as we were on our way to the Palace from 
sacrificial worship is t» be handed to the 
Board of Punishments to have his case 
thoroughly investigated. 


13th February. 
THE TRIBUTE OF KIANGSU. 


Liu Kun-yi, Vicervy of the Liang Kiang 
provinces, and Chao Shu-jao, Governor 
of Kiangsu, conjointly report the amount 
of grain sent by Kiangsu province as 
Tribute Rice for 1896 t» Peking. As Wang 
Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, had obtained 
the permission of the Throne that this 
Tribute Rice should, in future, be entirely 
sent by the sea route (either by sea-going 
junks or by the China Merchants’ S. N. Co’s 
steamers) the memorialists have complied 
with his Majesty’s commands in the natter. 
As the Board of Revenue demanded an 
extra amount of Tribu'e Rice for 1896, 
memorialists wish to point out that through 
the clemency of the Throne in former times 
Kiangsu’s contribution to the Imperial 
granaries was ordered to be decreased to a 
certain amount “for ever.’’ Furthermore, 
owing to the province not having entirely 
recovered, as yet, from the disastrous 
effects of the Taiping rebellion, there are 
yet whole districts lying fallow since they 
were devastated by the rebels. Memo- 
rialists did indeed introduce measures to 
encourage the people of the province to 
cultivate the deserted districts, and rejoice 
to say that they have succeeded in a great 
measure during the last couple of years, so 
that the grain produced by the reclaimed 
fields amounted to a considerable number of 
piculs last yerr, But thy regret to have 
to record that owing to the drought fullowed 
by incessant rains ‘iurirg the previous sea- 
son, these successes have been counteracted 
in a great measvre by the failure of the 
harvests in other parts of the province. 
Memorialists, however, n.w beg to report 
that with the exception of Tantu district 
in Chinkiang prefecture, which devo'es its 
tribute rice towards specially supplying the 
Banner garrison of Chinkiang, the fo'lowing 
31 sub-prefectures and districts are com- 

elled by law to furnish the said Tribute 
Rice of Kiangev, namely, the districts of 
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Ch‘angchou, Yuanho, Wuhsien, Ch‘engtsé, 
Ch‘anshah, Chaowén, K‘unshan (Quinsan), 
Msinyang, Huating, Fénghsien, Louhsien, 
Chinshan (Kinshan), Shanghai, Nanhui, 
Ch‘ingp‘u, Ch'uansha, Wuchiu, Yonghu, 
Wusieb, Chinkuei, Chiangyin (Kiangyin), 
Thsing, Chinch‘i, Tanyang, Chint‘an, Li- 
yang, Chinyang, Chiat‘ing (Kahding), Pao- 
shan (Woosung), and the sub-prefec'ure of 
Taich‘ang. ‘Ihe said districts belong to 
the prefectures of Soochow, Sungkiang, 
Ch‘angchou, Chinkiang, and the above- 
named independent sub-prefecture of Sai- 
ch‘ang. The tribute rice contributed by 
the above named and already sent by sea to 
Tientsin en route to the Tungchow granaries 
amounted, for 1896, to the total of 797,140 
odd shih, (one shih equals 160 catties.) In 
addition to the above there had to be sent 
for the purpose of making up for leakage, 
difference in weight of the shi between 
Kiangsu and Peking, and food for theofficial 
staff connected with the Tribute Rice 
Collection and Transport Department, a 
total of 21,480 odd shih of rice, and another 
65,210 shih of rice as payment in kind for 
freight to the seagoing juvks entrusted 
with the transport of this rice to Tientsin. 
—Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue take 
note. 


14th February. 
BRIGANDS IN HSiCHOU. 


.Chao Shu-jao, Governor of Kiangsu, 
reports that he has executed several mem- 
bersof agang of bandits amounting to nearly 
twenty in number, who had been pillaging 
certain farmhouses in Taoyuan and Tang- 
shan districts in 1895. In June of that year 
ten men of the gang robbed the farmhouse 
of Hu Li-yi in the first-named district, the 
plunder consisting of oxen, mules, donkeys, 
opium balls, money, and clothes. The rob- 
bers were armed with firearms, swords, and 
Spears, and when a resistance was made, 
the robbers shot and killed » man named 
Hu Chin-kuei, a neighbour of the robbed 
family. A month afterwards, ‘the same 
gang, numbering eighteen men, raided the 
farmhouse of Chou Chia-yen, in the district 
of T‘angshan, and shot and killed the 
younger brother of the said owner of the 
farm house. The plunder taken by the 
robbers consisted of horses, mules, money, 
and clothes. Six of the bandits were 
captured and sent on to Soochow for trial. 
In the meantime one man died in prison. 
But when the time came to decapitate the 
robbers, the corpse of the one who had 
died in prison was also taken out on the 
execution ground and the head chopped off 
in company with the companione of his 


crime, in accordance with the law provided 
in such cases.—Rescript ; Let the Board of 
Punishments take note. 


15th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ku‘ei Pin, Prince of the Ist Order, 
being now in mourning for his mother, his 
place as Captain-General of the Yellow 
Banner of Mongol troops is given to Ch‘i 
Hsiu, President of the Mongolian Super- 
intendency, ad interim. 

(2) As the post of senior prefect of Yun- 
nan is one of exceptional importance, we 
hereby command the Viceroy and Go- 
vernor of the said province to select 
from among the substantive prefecta 
of the whole province the man they 
think best fitted for the post of. prefect 
of Yunnanfu, and let the post vacated 
by the prefect of their choice be given to 
Sung Ngo, 

(3) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendamerie reports the capture by his force 
of five out of six of a gang of counterfeiters 
who had been selling and making forged 
patents of nobility rank and posthumous 
honours. The prisoners are to be handed 
to the Board of Punishments for trial and 
sentenced according to the laws of the land, 
and strict search should be made for Chang 
Ch‘un-she, the member atill at large, so that 
not one may be allowed to escape the 
meshes of the law. The said Board will 
attend to this matter. 

(4) The same high officer also reports the 
capture by his force of another leagued 
band of desperadoes, whereby eight mem- 
bers out of nine have been captured. The 
prisoners are to be handed to the said 
Board for trial and sentence,’ and strict 
search should be made for the man Hsia 
Huang still at large. 

(5) K‘uei Lin is appointed prefect of 
Huangchou, Hupeh province. — 

(6) Wu Chao-pin is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the military division of Nanyang, 
in the province of Honan. 


16th February. 
No papers of interest. 
17th February, 


SHIP-BUILDING IN THE FOOCHOW ARSENAL 
AND DOCK. 


Yu Lu, an officer of the Premier button, 
brevet rank, a President of one of the Six 
Boards of Peking, cashiered but retained 
in office »s ‘Tartar-General of Foochow and 
Commissioner of the Foochow Arsenal and 
Dockyard, reports upon the official trial 
trip of the ship of war Chienching, built at 
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the Foochow dock and shipbuilding yard. 
The ship’s keel was laid in 1893 by the 
then Viceroy of Ming Ché, T‘an Chun-lin, 
and was destined to be a transport to 
carry grain for the Government, and the 
price of building her w»s estimated at Ts. 
220,000, odd. The length of the Chien- 
ching between perpendiculars is 252 feet 
7 inches, and breadth of beam 34 feet, 
1 inch. depth of hold, 25 feet, 1 inch, 
and burthen 1,900 tons. The depth at 
the bow of the ship, when loaded, is 14 
feet and 16 feet at the stern (all calculated 
in Chinese feet). In April, 1895, the engines 
of the Chienching were put into her, con- 
sisting of compound horizontal engines, 
with four boilers, two large and two sinall, 
the indicated horse-power of the engines 
being 1,600. It was at firet intended to 
have finlshed the vessel this year, but, 


owing to the urgent need of ships in 


the Peiyang, work was hastened on her. 
Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, has 
since turned the vessel into a training 
ship for the cadets of the Tientsin Naval 
Academy and changed her name to that 
of Tungchi. In consequence of the ship 
being taken over by the Peiyang authori- 
ties, the latter sent thesum of Tls. 180,000 
to memorialist on account of the ship. At 
the trial trip of this ship in August last 
year, the vessel was put under the com- 
mand of Commander Wang I-p‘éng, Captain 
of the Feichiu, sloop-of-war, niemorialist 
being also on board with the Assistant 
Commissioner of the dockyard, the expect- 
ant Taotai, Yang Chen-yi. At a pressure 
of 100 pounds and 84 revolutions the 
Chienching’s recorded a speed of 113 
knots, and it was dernenstrated that 
with better fnel she could he made 
to make 13 knots an hour. When it 
was fourd that everything had worked 
satisfactorily, the ship was turned over to 
the command of Captain Li Ho, of the 
Peiyang navy, who with his crew had c me 
down to Foochow to receive her, and take 
her up to Port Arthur; she will be armed 
in the North, Another vessel, the Fuching, 
which had been complet-d and com- 
missioned for service in 1895, has also 
been taken over by the Peiyang naval 
authorities, and her armament of quick- 
firera and new guns has been returned 
to the arsenal, and, it is intend-d to make 
them form part of the armament of a pro- 
tected cruiser already built at this yard. 
This vessel is to be named the Fuan and 
her engines and boilers are all ready for 
placing inside of her. It only remains to 
place the steel protection for her battery, 
and work is proceeding rapidly on her in 


this connection. The cruiser Yunnk‘at 
stationed at Ningpo, is now being over- 
hauled and repaired in this dockyard. As 
soon as the new European staff engaged 
for the arsenal aud dockyard shall have all 
arrived [a large nutnber came out from 
France in March of this year—Translator'] 
memorialist intends to set to work at once 
to build new works, foundries, ete., accord- 
ing to present day requirements, in this 
Naval yard, in order to be able to construct, 
equip, and prepare for sea ships equal to 
the best cruisers and men-of-war of modern 
navies.—Rescript: Let the Boards concerned 
take note. 


18th February. 
No papers of interest. 


19th February. 
COURT CIRCULAR, 


His Majesty will proceed with the Court 
to-morrow forenoon at 10 o’clock to tha 
Tzekiang Pavilion to entertain the visiting 
Mongo! Princes and nobles and to witness 
athletic games and trials of strength be- 
tween Manchu and Mongol wrestlers and 
athletes. 


20th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ch‘en Pao-chen, Governor of Hu- 
nan, tends us the following denunciation 
of certain unworthy and _ incapable 
officers under his jurisdiction :—T‘sin Erh- 
tan, district magistrate of Yungting- 
hsien, is spoken of as having a muddled 
intellect and making himself ridiculous 
whenever he moves in any matter; Sieh 
Fa-yung, acting police magistrate of 
Huangmou, in the district of Hsiangt‘an, 
is accused of lack of control over the 
actions of his subordinates, causing much 
comment an:ongst the people in regard to 
their conduct. Tai Shu-chih, police magis- 
trate of Liangtien, in the sub-prefecture of 
Ténglinchou is accused of frivolous conduct 
and possessing a very mediocre reputation. 
All the above named are to be forthwith 
cashiered and dismissed from service. Shan 
Chia-yung, district magistrate of Tungtao- 
hsien, is stated to have fallen into a state 
of decay as to character and «bility and to 
be incapable of attending to his duties pro- 
perly. Let the said magistrate be ordered 
forthwith to resign his post and retire from 
the public service. Kuo Péng-yun, district 
magistrate of Yuanchianghsien is accused 
of being weak both as to character and 
ability and unsuited to the locality over 
which he has been placed, but owing to his 
being a literary graduate of high rauk his 
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education is of superior merit and he there- 
fore can be utilised by being transferred to 
the rank of a district director of studies 
to await appointment from the Board of 
Rites. Finally, Ku Yii-ch'eng, district 
magistrate of Shanhuahsien, is accused 
of lazy conduct and of being neglectful 
of his duties. He ia forthwith ordered 
to retire from hia present post and await 
further appointment, in order to serve 
as a warning -to others. 
concerned are to take note thereon. 

(2) The same high official revorts the 
case of Chien Shou-ch‘ing, deceased, 
formerly district magistrate of Hsiang- 
yinhsien, who when in office failed to 
make gvod to the provincial treasury a 
large sum in taxes on land and-grain in 
his district, and al‘hough he is now dead 
his heirs and assigns have also failed to 
liquid«te the said debt, and asking that 
an edict be issued authorising the usual 
steps to be taken for the recovery of the 
same according to law. The sums due by 
the said deceased official were as follows :— 
Ts. 5,290, odd, for land tax; Tls. 1,120, 
odd, fur miscellaneous taxes; Tribute rice 
intended to be transported to Peking by 
the canal boats during the year 1894, valued 
at a sum of Tls. 5,311, odd, and Tis. 511, 
of the appr: pristion for yamen expenses. 
None of the above debts had been dis- 
charged either by the defaulting officer or 
his heie after his death, In consequence 
of this, the then Governor of Hunan asked 
and obtained the permission of the Throne 
to cashier the man and allow him a certain 
period to repay the above to the provincial 
treasury. At the time the said accused 
official succeeded in repaying Tls. 700 odd, 
and his family still owe government 
a total sum of Tls. 4,610. We hereby com- 
mand the Governor of Peking to search 
and find out what property belonged to the 
late deceased official s» that it may be 
‘confiscated to government to help in pay- 
ing back the man’s indebtedness. As for 
the deceased official’s family let steps be 
taken to compel their departure from 
Hunan to their native prefecture of Shun- 
tienfu and their Property in the former 


province be seized by the authorities on 
behalf of the treasury. 


21st February 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) We have received the report of 
Sung Ngao, Superintendent of Customs at 
Shahuk‘ou, (an outlet in the Great Wall 
north of Peking and meaning ‘the place 
where the tiger was killed”), announcing 
the expiration of his year of office and 
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transmitting a sum of money consisting 
of surplus taxes collected at the post 
over and above the set limit required 
yearly from the Shahuk‘ou Customs. 
With reference to the said surplus, consis- 
ting of Tls. 8,074, let the amount be hand- 
ed over to the Keeper of the Privy ‘‘urse : 
there being no necessity for rewarding the 
said Superintendent with these fruits of 
his energetic management of the said 
Customs. The Minister concerned will 
take note of the matter. 

(2) Hsi Lu, Pu Liu, and Fu Ming are 
hereby appointed Assistant Chamberluins 
as a mark of extra grace on our part. 

[Note :—An Assist:nt Chamberlain is 
usually Captain General of one of the 
Eight Banners into which Manchu, Mongol 
and Chinese Bannermen (Hanchun) are 
respectively divided, and he and his col- 
le:gues take turns in commanding the 
Palace Guards of the Imperial Household 
troops.—Translator. ] 


22nd February. 


THE LAW REGARDING THE SENDING OF 
ANONYMOUS LETTERS, 

Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, 
Teports the result of the trial of a certain 
Chén, Ting-pih, an expectant District Ma- 
gistrate of the 4th class, who had been 
found guilty of the crime of sending 
anonymous letters to the Governor of 
Peking, the Provincinl Judge, and the 
Treasurer of Chibli, containing false and 
foul charges against a connection by marri- 
age, of whom the said writer of anonymous 
letters appeared to have been jealous, 
with the confessed object of creating the 
suspicion of the high authorilies against 
his alleged enemy. The case was transferred, 
to Tientsin by the Governor of Peking, 
Hu Yi-fén, owing to the fact of the victim 
of the accused ex-magistrate being in that 
city in charge of a likin station. Upon 
receiving the despatch of Hu Yii-fén, the 
memorialist immediately deputed the in- 
vestigation of the matter to Shen Chia-pén, 
prefect of Tientsin, and the following re- 
liable evidence has been extracted from 
the guilty party :— 

The accused Cheng Ting-pih is a native 
of Shavshing, Chékiang, and was an oficer 
who had obtained his first steps by pur- 
chase, from which by successive promotions 
he attained the rank of an expectant 
magistrate of the 4th class, being relegated 
to’ await employment in Honan province. 
He had also the decoration of the Plain 
Blue Button. In 1877 while in Honan the 
accused somehow got an appointment to be 
acting magistrate of Lotinghsien, Honan, 


“but subsequently betrayed his limited edu- 
cation and inability at the usual annual 
examination of magistrates held by the 
Governor and Treasurer of Honan. In 
consequence of this Cheng Ting-pih was 
denounced to the Throne and degraded 
to the rank of gq deputy magistrate 
or its equivalent—that of gaolwarden 
in a prefect’s yamén. In 1881 the 
accused got his name inserted in the 
list of deserving officers who served through 
the campaign in Kuldja (Ili) after the 
reconquest of Chinese Turkestan to the 
Imperial Rule, and got his rank of full 
magistrate restored to him n consequence, 
with the exception of awaiting preferment 
from the Board of Civil Appointments 
instead of being sent to Honan as expect: 
ant magistrate. In 1895 the accused came 
to Tientsin and through the usual ‘‘ go- 
betweens” was engaged to and legally 
martied to a daughter of the late Chang 
Lin, Second Captain of the Huhsiwu 
battalion, near Peking. At the time the 
accused got acquainted with one Huang 
Chen, an expectant deputy magistrate, a 
connection by marriage. Shortly after his 
marriage, his mother-in-law, who was re- 
ported to be quite well off came and lived 
with her daughter the wife of Cheng Ting- 
pih ; but eventually for some reason or 
other removed again to Huang Chen’s 
(another son-in-law) house, and with her- 
self she removed also everything she 
possessed to the latter’s house. This 
fired the envy and jealousy of Chang 
against Huang whom the former suspected 
of having reviled his character to the 
mutual mother-in-law, so that filled with 
distrust of the ultimate views of her new 
son-in-law, the old lady had moved herself 
off from his house and settled at the older 
son-in-law’s house. The matter was further 
aggravated by the old lady’s refusing to 
Jend any more money to her new son- 
in-law. Actuated by feelings of revenge and 
jealousy the accused decided upon a trip to 
Peking to petition the Board of Civil Ap- 
pointments for preferment and seized the 
opportunity of sending an anonymous de- 
spatch to Hu Yii-fen, Governor of Pek- 
ing accusing Huang Chen of incest, ete., 
with the object, as the accused declared, 
of ‘‘raising suspicion against Huang’s 
character” so that he would be made to 
lose a lucrative post in the likin service. 
To make things ‘‘surer,” Cheng also wrote 
anonymous letters, which he sent by poat 
from Peking to the Provincial Treasurer 
and Judge at Paotingfu. The latter 
however, treated the anonymous com- 
munication with silence and took no 
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notice of them. But last year in 
August Chéng Ting-pih was caught in his 
own meshes; for when going a second 
time to the Governor of Peking’s yamén 
he presented a petition praying for s»me 
appointment. His handwriting struck the 
said Governor as peculiar and remarkably 
like that writen by the anonymous writer 
of the infamous letters of accusation against 
Huang Chen. So following up the clue 
the said Governor caused Cheng to be 
placed in custody and examined, where- 
upon the whole infamous scheme was 
brought to light. The law demands that 
the writer of anonymous letters to officials 
resulting in fa'al consequences be punished 
by death by strangulation, but as in this 
case nothing resulted from Cheng Ting- 
pih’s anonymous communications but dis- 
covery of his own infamous scheme, with 
addition of loss of rank he has been punish- 
ed one degree less, that is to say, bambooed. 
100 blows and banishment for three years. 
Ashe was an official and the efore should: 
have known better, the sentence has been 
made a degree harsher by sending him to- 
hard labour on the post roads in Chinese 
Turkestan.—Rescript : Let the Board of 
Punishments deliberate thereon and report to 
us, 


23rd February. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCES. 


His Majesty granted farewell audiences 
this morning, (preparatory to their leaving 
for their newly appointed posts) to Yiino 
Tsu-yi, Treasurer of Chékiang, Wo Héng- 
ngeh, Assistant Commandant of the Banner 
troops and military colonists of Kuldja, Yii 
San, Manchu Brigade-General of Chap’u, 
Chékiang coast, and to Tsai Chan and Té 
Yuan, Commandants respectively of the 
Manchu garrisons of Kaichou, Liaotung 
Peninsula, and the city of Honan. 

No papers of interest. 


24th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The other day the Censor P‘éng 
Shé denounced Sung K‘un, Governor of 
Kueichou, for accepting bribes and other 
irregularities incompatible with the high 
office he holds, etc. We then delegated 
Sung Fan, Viceroy of the Yun-kuei pro- 
vinces, and Huang Huai-sen, Governor of 
Yunnan, to investigate into the above 
charges. The joint report of these officers is 
now before us in which it is stated that the: 
charges made by the said Censor have 
not been proved, but that when in 1895 
there was a bad harvest in Kueichou, 
T‘ang Shu-sen, the then Treasurer of 
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the: province, failed to-report. the matter 
to his superior nor did Sung K‘un. cause 
strict enquiries to be made.as to the 
seriousness of the threatened famine, nor 
did. he urge upon his subordinates the 


necessity of a speedy and thorough investi- 


gation. Sung K‘un, therefore, without wait- 
ing for details memorialised the Throne on 
the subject of the threatened famine in 
his province, and accordingly got permis- 
sion to receive from Chihli pecuniary relief, 
which upon arrival he promiscuously caused 
to be scattered and distributed amongst 
the alleged famine districts, irrespective 
of the aciual conditions which governed 
seLarale villages. Furthermore, Sung K‘un 
has been found blamable for giving 
too much liberty to his yamén usher, 
Ho Liu, whose conduct with a certain 
Liang Ping-chun, an expectant assistant 
magistrate, has caused much commen! in 
Kusiyangfu, the provincial capilal. The 
accused Governor is therefure handed over 
to the Board for determination 
adequate penal'y. As for the late Treasurer 
of Kueichvu, Tang Shu-sen, above noted, 
who it now. transpires had been guilty 
of gross misconduct and ignorance of 
the wants of the people, although he is 
dead, still he must be further punished by 
haying all his rank and titles taken away 
from his name. The civil officials who 
associated themselves with the usher of 
the accused Governor have shown no self- 
respect and have disgraced the service. 
We therefore command that the above- 
named Liang Ping-chun, assistant magis- 
trate of Ping Mei-lisien, and Liu Pao-hou, 
district magistrate of Chunyihsien, be both 
cashiered and dismissed the service. 


25th February. 
THE SHANGHAI TAOTAISHIP. 


A postcript memorial by Liu K‘un-yi, 
Viceroy of the Liang Kiang provinces, 
reports that up»n receiving notice of his 

ajesty’s appointment of Liu Ch'‘i-hsiang, 

anager of the Kianguan Arsenal, to the 
Shanghai Taotaiship, or the Su-Sung-Tai 
Totendancy of Kiangsu province, memorial- 
ist having regard to the great importance 
of Shanghai as the centre «f an immense 
international trade, and the consequent 
responsibilities of the Post, has thought 
it best to instruct the new incum- 
bent Liu Ch‘i-hsiang to make no delay. 
in taking over the seala of his new 
office, which his long residence in Shang- 
hai and intimate knowledge of the port 
peculiarly fit him for. Orders, were also 
transmitted ¢o Lit Hai-huan, substantive 
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Taotai of Chinkiang and then: ‘acting. 
Taotai of Shanghai to hand over the latter: 
post as soon as possible to: his successor... 
Furthermore, owing to the extensive 
improvements and additions intended to be 
madein the said Kiangnan -Arsenal. ‘in the - 
near future and the proposed manufacture. 
of modern. small arms ‘and the casting 
of. heavy ordnance according. te the 
latest inventions in that establishment, - 
memorialist has thought: it ‘inadvisable 
to appoint a new man to take. Liu 
Ch'i-hsiang’s post in that arsenal, andi. 
has accordingly retained the. latter in his: - 
old post, hence the said officer's official de-.: 
signation will be ‘Taotai'of Shanghai and. 
Superintendent of the Kiangnan. Arsenal, : 
in the future.—Rescript: Let the Boards. 
concerned take note. 


26th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. . 


(1) Once in every three years there ig 
made out for our perusal and approbation . 
a list. of our Ministers and officers re- 
sulting from an examination. into their 
official records during that time, and this is. 
one of the means by which the Imperial 
Government endeavours to stimulate the. 
emulation of all Manchu and Chinese offi- 
cers of the metropolis, high and low. And 
those who have distinguished themselves 
by most careful and diligent attention 
to their several duties we reward by 
handing them over to the Boards for the 
determination of extraordinary favours at 
our hands in order to make them examples 
of most favoured treatment on the part of 
the Throne. The time for the exami- 
nation into the records of our Ministers 
and officers during the last three years 
having now arrived we received, this morn- 
ing, a list from the Board of Civil Appoince- 
ments praying us to look into the detailed 
records therein contained. We find that 
Prince Kung has been distinguishing him- 
self by extraordinary exertions in the 
performance of his duties, and we commend 
him for his equitable and loyal attention 
thereto, thereby standing at the head of 
the list. By his diligence and oex- 
ertions, day and night during a most trying 
crisis of our history, he has proved 
himself a Pillar of the State, and he is 
hereby ordered to be handed over to 
the Imperial Clan Court for the deter- 
mination of extraordinary rewards. With 
reference to Shih Tu, Prince of Li, . 
lat Order ; Li Hung-tsao, Assistant Grand 
Secretary and President of the Board of 
Civil Appointments; Wéng Tung-ho,. 
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President of the Board of Revenue; Kang 
Yi, President of the Boxrd of Works; and 
Ch‘ien Ying-p‘u, President of the Court 
of Censors, who have all distinguished 
themselves by strict attention to their 
duties by day and far into the night; by 
uniform courtesy and harmony amongst 
their colleagues, and yet performing their 
duties to the utmost extent, and by dili- 
gence and care in everything that came in 
their way during the three years under 
review, we hereby commend them to the 
Board of Civil Appointments for the de- 
termination of adequate rewards. As for 
Li Hung-chang, Senior Grand Secretary, 
we have for very many years leaned upon 
and confided in him, while he, on the 
other hand, has never shirked his duties 
on the score of fatigue. We hereby hand 
him to the said Board for the determination 
of adequate rewards. With reference to 
Warg Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chibli, he has 
distinguished himeelf by the success in 
which he has performed his duties and in 
the care of the country surrounding the 
Imperial capital. He is hereby rewarded 
by the cancellation of the black mark 
against his name by which he was degraded 
three steps in rank but retained in office. 
Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liang Kiang 
provinces, whose ripe experience in the 
service of his country has been a special 
help to the Throne, and whuse shoulders 
bear lightly the responsibilities of a most 
important post, we hereby commend him 
to the Board of Civil Appointments for 
the determination of adequate rewards. 
As for the rest of those contained in the 
list before us, they are hereby commanded 
to continue as before in their several posts. 
(2) With reference to the memorial of 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship reporting 
that the 3rd of March next is theanniversary 
for performing sacrificial worship at the 
temple of the Most High, we hereby com- 
mand Prince Tuan, 2nd Order, to perform 
the said worship on that day in our stead. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


His Majesty granted the usual New Year 
audience to the foreign Ministers in the 
capital, at the Wénhua Throne-hall, 
this morning. The foreign Ministers pre- 
aent were Colonel Denby. United States 
Envoy; Mons. Gérard, French Envoy ; 
Sir Claude MacDonald, British Envoy; 
Baron von Heyking, German Envoy; 
Mynheer Knobel, Netherlands Envoy ; 
Mons. Michel, Belgium Chargé d’ Affaires ; 
Mons. Pavlow,. Russian Chargé d' Affaires; 
Signor Vitale, Italian Chargé d' Affaires ; 
Mr. Uchida, Japanese Chargé d' Affaires ; 


Senor Soliveres, Spanish Chargé d’ Af- 
faires, and Doctor von Rosthorn, Austro- 
Hungarian Chargé d’ Affaires, 


THE COPPER CASH QUESTION IN HUPEH. 


Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of the Hu- 

uang provinces, and T'an Chi-haun, 
Governor of Hupeh, jointly report the 
scarcity of copper cash as a medium of ex- 
shange in that province, which has been, of 
late, acrying evil to trade and the con- 
venience of the masses. Since 1887 
when at the command of the Board 
of Revenue, the Paowu mint of Hupeh, 
began coining copper cash, it was kept 
running for only one year and then stop- 
ped, in consequence of which copper cash 
has become scarcer and scarcer of late 
years while its value has leaped forward by 
immense strides and bounds through the 
cevsation of the supply, while the demand 
has been as great a8 or even greater than 
before. Added to which owing to the 
shortsighted policy of the high authorities 
of neighbouring provinces the door has 
been closed against the export and the 
free inter-provincial circulation of cash. 
As Hupeh is a province situated in a 
central position in the Yangtze Valley 
and receives and sends forth commodities 
to the North and South of her frontierd, 
and has always been the point of gather- 
ing for traders and merchants from all 
parts of the Empire, it is self-evident that 
it would be to the advantage of all for the 
free circulation uf copper cash, instead of 
copying the conservative policy of the other 
provinces which seek to guard the interests 
of their own territorities to the exclusion 
of the rest of the world ; but that would 
never do for a province like Hupeh. 
Furthermore, taxes on land, tribute rice, 
likin and other revenues must be paid, for 
the most part in copper cash : hence if no 
steps be taken now to coin this money, 
there will be no other remedy for relieving 
the wants of the people. The establishment 
of proper mints is therefore a supreme 
necessity at the present moment in order 
to fill the void that has been and is being 
made wider and wider xs time passes. 
The new copper cash will alse bea neces- 
sary adjunct to the silver dollars and 
subsidiary coinage of the province. The 
memorialists have already given this sub- 
ject much consideration and thought, and 
have therefore come to the conclusion 
that it would be much more economical in 
the long run to order foreign dies and 
machinery for making the proposed cupper 
currency, instead of resorting to the old 
native methods of manufacture. For the old 
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way of making cash not only turna out 
coarse and badly shaped cash but will cause 
loss to the government. The last native- 
made cash cost the government a loss of 
nearly twenty per cent, although the price 
of foreign copper and spelter bars was then 
much cheaper than the market price ruling 
at present. At that time the price for 
every picul (100 catties) of foreign copper 
was Tle. 12, odd, and foreign spelter sold 
at Tls. 5, odd, per picid. In the winter of 
1895 the foreign copper bought for the 
Mints was paid for at the rate of Tls. 20 plus 
several mace per pic. The rate ruling 
just now is Tis. 21, odd, per picid while 
spelter has risen in value to Tle, 7, odd, per 
picu. Hence, with the present exorbitant 
rate, if the native way of making c pper 
eash be adhered to the loas to government 
will amount to over thirty per cent, which 
alone would be an obstruction to the 
coining of copper cash to relieve the con- 
gested state of the market. Further- 
more, it must be remembered that the 
Specitic gravity of native-made cash is 
much inferior to that made after the 
foreign style, while the copper in each cash 
is less, without considering the question of 
manual labour which is far more expensive 
than working by machinery. In a word, 
the native made cash iain every wey inferior 
to the foreign machinery-cvined cash which 
is both beautifully made and costs less 
Jabour. Moreover, although the samples 
given of native made cash seem passably 
fair enough—those madein bulk are coarse 
and are an eyesore to the people who must 
use them. Memorialists, therefore, deter- 
mined to raise for the nonce the necessary 
funds for purchasing and transporting a 
cargo of copper and spelter and send it 
to Canton to the mints there for making a 
supply of copper cash for Hupeh province. 
The weight of each cash corresponds to that 
recommended last year in July by Liu 
K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liang-Kiang pro- 
vinces, sanctioned by the Board of Re- 
venue, and confirmed by special edict, 
namely, aeven fen, or candareens, each. 
But as the Canton mints are manufacturing 
cash for several other provinces also, the 
proportion turned out each day by them 
for Hupeh is necessarily small, and there- 
fore subject to much delay and also inauffici- 
ent to meet the demands of the people of 
Hupeh. Moreover, the steps taken to 
obtain the necessary supply of copper and 
spelter and the getting of the manufactured 
cash to Hupeh are most roundabout and 
troublesome, viz.:—the copper and spelter 
are bought in Shanghai: are then trans- 
ported to Cunton, and then returned 
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to Hupeh, after being struck into cash, 
entailing much expense and delay. The 
simplest way and the cheapest would, 
therefore, be to erect a foreign mint in 
Wuchang itself, where all the cash that may 
be wanted can be easily turned out off- 
hand and without delay. Of course the 
expense of setting up such a mint would 
require a large sum of money—more than 
what would-be required for a native mint; 
but, theinnovation would be well worth 
trouble and expense for then it would 
make it easy to coin cash cheaply for ever, 
when once the necessary machinery had 
been set up in Hupeh and the advantages 
to the people would be without limit. 
The memorialists having this idea in view 
have, after repeated consultations with the 
Provincial Treasurer and Taotais for raising 
the requisite money, decided to employ 
the money collected by the second named 
memorialist two years ago for building a 
factory for the manufacture of breach-load- 
ing two men jingals (t‘aich‘iang) and moun- 
tain guns, which that official when acting 
Viceroy of Hu-Kuang obtained the sanc- 
tion of the Throne to establish. Aa there 
is no urgent necessity for establishing the 
above nained factory at once, while the cash 
mint is an ever pressing necessity, memo- 
rialiats would ask the permission of the 
Throne to employ this money for establish- 
ing a foreign mint. ‘hey intend to order 
the Hanyang Iron Worka to make the 
large sized plant for the mint while 
the small pieces which cannot be made 
in Hanyang can be ordered from the 
foreign engineering works at Shanghai. 
In that case the expenses of establishing 
the new mint will be reduced to a mini- 
mum. The memorialists can also engage 
experienced native artisans to work at the 
new mint which will be built on a spot 
in the western portion of the Wuchang 
Arsenal, and which is the original site of 
the old Paowu mint. Memorialists having 
sent the expectant district magistrate 
Chang Tsing and Lieutenant Hueng Fu- 
hua to Shanghai to make enquiries as to 
the probable expense needed to obtain 
dies, etc., from foreign manufacturers, 
received a report that the prices demanded 
by English and German firms were too 
high while the most economical were those 
tendered by the American Trading Com- 
pany which ordered from San Francisco the 
necessary disc-forming, stamping, cutting 
and other machinery, whilst the time pro- 
mised for the arrival of the same is much 
speedier than that agreed to by British 
and German firms. The entire price de- 
manded was Tis. 32,360, odd, and the time 


to arrive at Wuchang within six months 
from date of order, Besides the. above, 
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the pumps, trucks and. smelting moulds, . 


etc.,; ordered from Shanghai foundries 
amounted to Tls. 1,700 in all.—Rescript : 
Granted... The Board of Revenue is io 
take note. 


27th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1); We have received the memorial of 
Wén Po, Police Censor of the North City, 
and his colleagues, praying for an extra 
grant of grain for the poor refuges in that 
vicinity It says that the refuge at Liang- 
chianyuen, under the management of. the 
Pehshan charitable institution, has been 
considerably embarrassed and its, scope 
limited by the want of sufficient rice to 
feed the starving women and girls who 
apply for shelter at that refuge. Although 
the lhrone has already graciously granted 
800 shih of rice to that refuge for winter 
charity, this amount has been found in- 
sufficient owing to a large influx of female 
refugees to Peking during the winter, etc. 
As a mark of extra bounty we hereby com- 
mand that an extraordinary grant of 200 
shih of rice be given to the said refuge, and 
the said Censor and gentry having charge 
thereof are commanded to distribute the 
same so as to afford the best relief to all 
concerned. The Board of Revenue is com- 
manded to take note of the above... 


(2) With reference to the Triennial Ex-. 
amination into the official records of all our 
Ministers and officers, we have noticed. that 
amongst those belonging to the 3rd grade 
and under the Metropolitan - officials, 
Chang Lun-kuei, Agsistant Sub-Director 
of the Imperial Astronomical Board, and 
Li Té-ch ‘ang, Vice-Director of the Imperial 
College of Physicians, were not present 
before us on that occasion. They are 
therefore commanded to explain why they 
were absent from the ranks on such an 
important occasion, and the Board of Civil 
Appointments is hereby commanded to 
investigate the matter and report to us. 
The others belonging to the grades named 
above are commanded to continue their 
several duties as formerly. 


. 28th February. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, . 


(1) The Court of Sacrificial Worship 
reports that the 20th of. March next is to 
be the date dividing the winter from spring, 
on which occasion it is customary to sacri- 
fice at the Altar of the Sun. We hereby 
command P‘ei Ching to perform the usual 
ceremonies on that day. 


.to the refuge and gruel 
Wangshuyuan, 
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(2) The same Court reports that the 
worship of Lake K‘unming and the Dragon’ 
King falls on the 23rd of- March next. We 
hereby command Ch‘ung Kuang to wor- 
ship at both places on that day. 

(3) The same Court’ announces that on 
the same day sacrificial worship should be 
conducted at the Huichi Temple and at the 
temple of the River god. We hereby com- 
mand Li Shan to conduct worship at both 
places on that day. : 7 

(4) Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, © 
announces the death at his home in Tien- 
tsin of a high military official, whose 
military record was a valuable one. ‘The 
deceased officer Ts‘ao K‘@-chung, who 
until recently held the post of a Naval 
Commander-in-Chief of Kuangtung, served ': 
at an early age in the army fighting against 
the Taiping rebels in Aupeh and Anhui 
provinces, He then served under the 
Manchu General To Lung-2 against the 
Nienfei rebels, and when the Kansu Ma- 
hommedans rebelled he was ordered with 
hiscommand to that prevince to suppress 
the rebellion. The deceased gained fame 
as a loyal and courageous officer and his 
military record is filled with brilliant 
deeds of bravery and dash. We therefore 
accentute our admiration of this officer by 
commanding that his family receive the 
extraordinary benefits granted by govern- 
ment for the families of such officers as 
have met theeir deaths in camp through 
excessive labour and fatigue, and we further 
command that his military deeds be recurd- 
ed in the dynastic history, aud a memorial 
temple be built in his honour at Tientsin 
and in the provinces where he served. 

(5) We have received the joint memorial 
of the Directors-General of the Imperial 
Granaries and the Governor of Peking, 
praying that extra gravta of rice be given 
station at 
T‘ungchou, swing to a 
much larger number of famine refugees and 
poor than usual during past ‘years 
having frequented the said station this. 
winter, in- consequence of which the 1,500 
shih of rice first granted by decree to the 
Wangshuyuan gruel station have been 
found to be insufficient, etc. We hereby 
order another grant of 300 shik to be 
handed to the officers in charge of the said 
station. The Board and yamén concerned 
will take note thereon. . 

(6) Sung K‘un, Governor of Kueichon, 


- requests that special post mortem honours 


be accorded Taotai Kao Yi-lien, who had 


: done considerable service as-an Organiser of 


country militia serving against Kueichoa 
insurgents and aborigines. The memorialist 
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therefore prays that a government grant 
of money be given to the deceased official's 
family «nd that his deeds be recorded in 
the dynastic history. As the organising of 
militia to fight against bandits is quite 
different fiom meeting death while serving 
in the army on active service, the request 
preferred on behalf of the deceased Taotai, 
Kao Yi-lien, by the said Governor is hereby 
refused. 

(7) Ch‘ung K‘uan is appointed Chief 
(Manchr) Supervisor of Instruction of the 
Heir Apparent. 


1st March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports that he has had 
delivered over to him by the officers of the 
Prince of Ch‘un’s household a number of 
criminals who had been caught charged with 
kidnapping and holding to ransom a certain 
trader of Peking. The substance of the 
case is reported to be as follows :—In 
January last a timber merchant named 
Tung Chung-jén, the owner of the Kuany- 
féng timberhong, while returniug to his 
own home from paying a business visit 
at the palace of the Prince of Ch‘un was 
waylaid on the road by some sixteen 
persons, many of whom belonged to 
the retinue and household of the said 
Prince. These men carried off the said 
timber merchant and then demand- 
ed a large ransom for his release. It was 
eventually found that the raid had been 
made by a watchman of the Prince’s palace 
named Chao Ch‘uan-hsing and_ others. 
Upon being arrested the said watchman 
was tried by the said Commandant and 
the names of his confederates extorted 
from the prisoner. The gendarmes then 
arrested the gioro (member of the collateral 
branch of the Imperial Clan) To Tséng and 
two others, and also summoned by warrant 
acertain Jen Lang-shan alias Jen Té-lu, 
the Chief Eunuch of the said Prince’s 
household on the ground of complicity in 
the said abduction. The victim of the 
abduction was at that time seriou-ly ill 
and so could not appear to confront his 
abductors. ‘The svidence of the prisoners 
being mainly wandering and made at 
random they were remanded to «wait 
the recovery of the said timber merchant. 
The eunuch and five others belonging to 
the Prince's household were sent back to 
the palace with the request that they be 
placed under surveillance, while the re- 
maining eight person were sent for con- 
finement to the Board of Punishments 
or to the Imperial Clan Court for a strict 


investigation into their case. We hereby 
command that all the prisoners be tried 
and punished according to the laws of the 
jand and that those who are members of the 
Prince’s household be also handed to the 
Beard of Punishments for t:ial and punish- 
ment like the others. T.1e case, however, 
is to wait until the said timber merchant 
be so far recovered as to be able to appear 
in court to testify against the criminals, 
As for the 'wo men concerned in the same 
conspiracy but who have so far escaped 
arrest, let strict search be made for thain 
and when captured le’ them be harded 
over to the Board of Puuishments for trial 
and puvishment according to law. 

(2) The Board of War is commanded 
to deliberate over the list of deserving 
officers of the Peking Gendarmerie who have 
dis inguished themselves hy diligence «nd 
courage in arresting robbers and desperate 
characters and whose names have been 
given us in obedience to our decree com- 
manding the same. 

(3) Wang Hsi-fan is appointed a Reader 
of the Hanlin Academy ad Li Tien-lin is 
appvinted an Expositor of the same in- 


stitution. 
2nd March. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty the Emperor will return to- 
morrow from the Lake Palaces to partake 
of the sacrificial meata with the Curt, after 
which His M»jeaty will return to the Lakes, 

H.E. the Grand Secretary Li Hung-chang 
has asked and obtained a leave of absence 
from Court duties for five days. 

No news of interes’. 

3rd March. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty will return from the Lake 
Palace to Peking !0-morrow at 6.30 a.m. 
to partake of thesacrificial meats, after which 
the Court will return to the Lakes 


SILKS, ETC., SENT BY THE HANGCHOW 
GOVERNMENT LOOMS TO PEKING 


Shu Chen, Superintendent of the Hang- 
chow Government Sik Looms, sends his 
annual report of the quantity of silks, 
satins, etc., and fine cotton cloths manufac- 
tured during 1896 for the use of His Majesty 
and the Imperial Household and for the 
Boards at Peking During the year under 
review memorialist having previously 
arranged with the Likin Bureau of Hangchow 
for the requisite funds to work his looms 
for the purposeof sending the usual annual 
supplies t» Peking, got a mouthly erant 
from the said Bureau of 10,000 strings of 
copper cash (one ‘‘string” of cash equalg 
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1,000.) This cash memorialist turned into 
silver sycee at toarket rates. In August 
1896 memorialist was able to send under 
charge of trustworthy deputies to Peking 
300 peices of silks, satins and _ gauzes, 
for the special use of Their Imperial 
Majesties the Emperor and Empress and 
Empress-Dowager; 100 pieces of the 
same stuffs for use of Court officials, 
764 pieces of silks, pongees and raw silks 
for the use of the inmates of the Palaces ; 
200 catties weight of silk threads and floss 
for stitching the clothes of the same ; 1,000 
pieces of fine cotton cloth for the Imperial 
Households of their Imperial Majesties 
and 1,000 pieces of satins, satinets, pongees 
and raw silks for storage in the godowns of 
the Board of Revenue, for government 
gifts, ec. The above have already been 
delivered at their destinations «nd the fact. 
has also been recorded. After employing 
the necessary artisans and weavers at the 
looms, memorialist was able to send a simi- 
lar quantity of silks, satinets, pongees, etc., 
etc., like those mentioned above to Peking, 
the bearers of the stuffs having started 
overland from Hangchow in the month of 
December last with instructions to deliver 
the goods as usual to the officers of the 
Imperial Household department and the 
Board of Revenue. The total sent by the 
Hangchow looms, including both times, 
ageregated 4,550 pieces of silks, satins, ete., 
400 catties weight of silk thread and floss 
and 2,000 pieces of fine cotton clothes. A 
detailed account of expenditures in regard 
to the same will be sent in another memo- 
rial.—Rescript: Let the yaméns concerned 
take note. 
4th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

. The retation for the periodical inspection 
of the Imperial armies in the various pro- 
vinces has this year fallen upon the 
provinces of Fukien, Chékiang, Kuangtung 
and Kuangsi. We therefore hereby appoint 
Pien Pao-ch‘uan, Viceroy of Min-ché pro- 
vinces, to inspect the troops in the 
various military circuits of Fukien pro- 
vince ; Liao Shou-féng, Governor of Ché- 
kiang ; t» inspect the forces in his province, 
T‘an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the two 
Kuangs to do the same duty in Kuangtung 
province and Shih Mien-tsu, Governor of 
Kuangsi to inspect our troops in Kuangsi 
province. The said high cfticers are com- 
manded to go through these special duties 
with care and diligence, for the army is one 
of the most important departments of the 
Empire. We annu lly expend immense 
quantities of treasure on our troops be- 


cause by their means we have to prepare to 
prevent aggression, and encroachments 
from without. Of late years our Viceroys 
and Governors have been in the habit of 
looking upon this duty of inspection as so 
much writing on paper Hence the 
army has fallen day by day into worse 
plight, negl:ct, and inefficiency. This is 
in truth failing i» their duty to us and the 
confidence we have :eposed in them. ‘We 
would therefore, once more, exhort the 
Viceroys and Governors to be more alive 
to their duties and use every care in 
examining 'he troops under them, and to 
denounce truthfully to us the officers of 
regiments which have proved themselves 
to be incapable, weak, oli or ill-di-ciplined. 
No leniency must be allowed. 


5th March. 
OFFICIAL ETIQUETTE. 


Liu Shu-tang, Governor of Honan, re- 
ports that he has received the petition of 
one Lu Ch'ing-tang, a native of Chining- 
chou, Shangtung, a cadet by purchase of 
the Imperial Academy, who bought the 
rauk of department magistrate and got 
appointed by a decree of the last Chinese 
year to the department magistracy con- 
nected with the prefectural city of Kueité- 
fu, Honan. Itseems that when the said 
officer arrived at Kueitéfu, to take over 
the seals of his office, he found upon enqui- 
ry that the post was inside the limits of 
500 2i (185 miles) distance from his native 
city of Chininychou, in Shantung province. 
The etiquette in the provinces is that an 
officer appointed to a substantive civil post 
lying inside of 500 li from the said officer’s 
native city, the said officer is bound by law 
to report the case to his superior officers 
and ask to be transferred to a similar post 
at a point beyond the 5007i noted above. 
Asa matter of fact, corfirmed subsquently 
by a communication from the Governor of 
Shantung in reply to an enquiry from the 
memorialist, it apeared that Chiningchou is 
only 32012 (106 miles) distant from Kueité- 
fu and that the said department magistrate 
has acted properly in reporting the cise to 
memorialist. In view of these, therefore 
memorialist has in consultation with 
his colleagues, the Provincial Treasurer 
and Judge, decided to effect a transfer 
between the said Lii Ch‘ing-tang and Li 
Jui-tu’ng, department mugistrate of the 
prefectural of Huaich‘ingfu, in the same 
province. This will bring the former officer 
to a post considerably further than the 
500 1: prescribed by official etiquette.— 
Rescript: Let the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments take note. 
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6th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Chang Ying-huan, Senior Vice-President 
of the Board of Reveuue, and Minister of 
the Tsungli Yamén, is hereby appointed 
Special Ambassador to the Court of St. 
James 'o congratulate H. M. the Queen of 
Great Britain on our behalf on the com- 
pletion of H.M.’s reign of sixty years next 
June, 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

His Majesty granted audience this morn- 
ing to Chang Ying-huan in the Grand 
Council Chamber, when the latter returned 
thanks for the honour conferred upon him. 

No papers of interest. 


7th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wang Yii-tsao, Treasurer of Sze- 
chuan, is hereby premoted to be Governor 
of Kueichou. He is further commanded 
to proceed straight to his post, and not 
come up to the capital for his audience. 

(2) Yii Ch‘ang, a former Treasurer whose 
period of mourning has expired, is hereby 
appointed to be Treasurer of Szechuan 
vice Wang Yii-tuao promoted. 

(3) We have received the report of Ting 
Ch‘un, Superintendent of Customs at Kal- 
gan, and Tis. 3,802, odd, composing the 
surplus received from duties over and 
above the limit annually required by law. 
The said surplus is hereby ordered 
to be handed to the keeper of the 
Privy Purse. As for the memorialist’s 
prayer that a reduction of the amount fixed 
by law, required annually as a surplus, 
let the Board of Revenue report thereon. 

8th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

Ta Lai is appointed, by special grace, to 
go on duty at the Chtientsing gate of the 
Palace. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

Yti Ch‘ang, the newly appointed Pro- 
vincial Treasurer of Szechuan had an 
audience of H.I.M. the Emperor in the 
Grand Council Chamber, this morning. 

No papers of interest. 
9th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Police Censor of the North City, Wén 
Po, asking rewards for deserving officers of 
the ward p-lice whose courage and daring 
secured the capture of a numberof desperate 
criminals who had fled into a neighbouring 
district, let the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments report on the list so presented. 


(2) As Kuei Hsiang and Cha-la-féng.d 
are now on duty at the Southern Huntiug 
Park, Chin Ch ‘is appointed acting Captain- 
General of the Hanchun Bordered White 
Banner Corps, and Jung Lu is appointed 
acting Captain-General of the Blue Mongol 
Banner Corps. 

(8) Fén Ch‘é, Ming Hui, Kuang Chung 
and Sé-p‘u-ching-& being on duty at the 
Southern Hunting Park, the posta of 
Lieutenant-Generals of the Manchu Bor- 
dered Yellow Banner, Bordered White 
Mongol Banner, Bordered Red Mongol 
Banner, and Bordered Red Aanchun Ban- 
ner Corps, are given ad interim to Kuan 
Hsiang, Tsai T'sé, Yung Lung and Ying 
Asin to take charge « f, : 

(4) Yi Kung is appointed acting Com- 
mander of the Imperial Escort during the 
absence of Fé Ch‘é at the Southern Hunt- 
ing Park. 

(5) A K‘-tan is appointed Senior Lieu- 
tenant-General of the Left Wing of the 
Van Guard Division of the Imperial Guards 
during the absence of Fén Ch‘é in the 
S-.uthern Hunting Park. 

(6) The officers mentioned in this list 
recommended for promotion by the various 
Boards in accordance with the triennial 
records of the Metropolitan Government, 
are commanded to fill the posts in the list 
herein named [then follow a number of ap- 
pointments and the namesof the appointees, 
aggregating 289 persons. ] . 

(7) Yang Chung-lien is appointed Taotai 
of Hotung Intendancy, Shansi province. 

(8) Chii Huang-chi is appointed Chief 
Supervisor of Instruction of the Heir 
Apparent. 


10th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Boards of Civil Appointments 
and of Revenue are commanded to delib- 
erate upon the proposition of the Censor 
P‘eng Shé to compel persons buying the 
privilege of being appointed to first 
vacancies as district magistrates in the 
provinces to pay the full fees instead of, 
as heretofore, a considerable reduction. 

(2) Sung An is appointed Brigadier- 
General (Manchu) of Malanchén together 
with a seat on the Board of Comptrollers- 
General of the Imperial Household Depart- 
ment in Peking. 


11th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


With reference to those of sixty-five 
years of age and above, commencing with 
Chin K'‘uei, who were recommended to us 


by the Board of Civil Appointments as 
having distinguished themselves during 
the past three years for energy and dili- 
gence in their duties and who were intro- 
duced to us this morning, it is our pleasure 
that they be commanded to continue their 
duties in their present posts in the various 
Boards. 


12th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the memorial of 
the Commandant of the Peking Gendar- 
merie (Jung Lu, also Assistant Grand 
Secretary of State, Member of the New 
Ministry of War, President of the Buard 
of War, and Minister of the Tsungli 
Yamén), giving a list of the deserving 
officers of his force who captured the 
notorious Peking desperado and chief of 
brigands K‘ang-hsiao-pa-erh, who was with 
difficulty traced to Newchwang, last winter, 
arrested at that port, brought back to 
Peking, and sen!enced to execution by the 
Board of Punishments, lately. The follow- 
ing are the names of the deserving officers 
and the promotiens accorded to each, 
by special Imperial grace, in order to 
stimulate their brother officers and men 
of the gendarmerie to gr-ater earnest- 
ness and diligence in their duties :— 
Wu K'uei-lin, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
Right Battalion, Peking Gendarmerie, is 
hereby ordered to be handed to the Board of 
War for special promotion; Wu Hun-chang 
and Wang Wé-huan, S-cond Captains, 
brevet First Captains and decorated with 
the brevet dark blue button and peacock 
feathers are rewarded with the privilege 
of assuming the brevet button of Majors as 
soon as they shall have obtained the posts of 
First Captains ; Wu :ao-lin, First Lieu- 
tenant and brevet Second Captain, is to be 
rewarded with the brevet of a First 
Captain as son as he has obtained the 
post of Second Captain. Hui Waén-k’u-i 
and Liu Chén-kang, expectant First Lieu- 
tenants, are to be rewarded with the rank 
of brevet Second Captains as soon as they 
shall have obtained the substantive posts of 
their present rank. ‘The Board of War is 
commanded to put on record the promu- 
tions noted above. 


(2) We have received another memorial 
from the same high officer reporting the 
capture by his force of six members of a 
gang of brigands who had been pillaging 
and murdering, firearms in hand, a number 
of villages in the adjacent districts ou'side 
Peking. We hereby order the prisoners '0 
be handed to the Board of Punishments 
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for trial and sentence according to the laws. 
of the land. As for “Lio” Wei and 
“Hsiao” Wang (i.e. nicknames old Wei and 
Young Wang) two other known members. 
of the same gang who have so far escaped 
arrest, let strict search be made for them 
80 that the entire bind may be exterminated 
from the country. 


13th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
Li Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, re- 
porting the sudden rising of the Yellow 
River caused by the me‘ting of the ice, , 
whereby the districts of Lich‘éng and 
others were inundated causing much loss to 
buildings which were undermi:.ed and des- 
troyed, ete. The memorialist at the time 
of sending in his memorial had already 
devised methods for stopp ng the breach 
caused by the recent overflow, at the same 
time asking to be handed to the Board of 
Civil Appointments to be penalised for his 
inability in preventing the catastrophe. He 
also repurts that as « preliminary measure he 
has warned his subordinates in charge that 
he refrains from at once d-nouncing them 
to the Throne in hopes that they may be 
energetic and diligent in their endeavours 
to repair the evil and thus save their loss 
of rank, e'c. It appears that on the 23rd 
of February last, the melting of the suows 
caused the embankments of the inhabitants 
of the districts of Lich éng, Cha».gch ‘in, »nd 
Yuanfang to be destroyed and a breach was 
t' us made measuring over 400 feet in width. 
Tha inundation a's» flowed into the neigh- 
bouring district of Ch‘itungand thencefound 
its way to the sea, ete. As the catastrophe 
seems to have been caused by nature, 
against which man’s strength, naturally, is 
insufficient to defend itself, and as the said 
Governor states that he abstained from 
denouncing his subordinates in charge of 
the River Conservation Bureau, we hereby 
command that one mouth’s grace be given 
to these officers, namely, Chiang Chao- 
k‘uei, expectant ‘Taotai and Chief Commis- 
sioner, Wu Yao, prefect and Assistant 
Commissioner, and Liu Chen-hsing, First 
Captain, commanding the River works 
patrol, and they are hereby commanded 
to stop up the said breach  with- 
in one month’s time from this decree. 
Failing this they »re to be severely de- 
nounced for uegligence in their duties. 
As for Li Ping-heng, the memorialist, he 
is hereby—as he has requeated—handed to 
the Board for determination of an adequate 
penalty. 
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(2) Li Hsing-jui, Taotai of Tientsin, is 
hereby promuted to the Provincial Judge- 
ship of Fukien, vice Chang Tséng-yang 
retired. 

HOMICIDE. 

Ch‘ang Kéng, Tartar-General of Ili and 
Chinese Turkestan, and Chung Liany, 
Civil Govervor of the same province, reports 
the murder of aManchu military colonist of 
the Sibé tribe, named E-ké-t‘u-shan, by his 
wife Wa Hén-chih and her paramour, Mu 
Té-ch‘un, a'so a Sibé colonis: and a 
herdsman of the Imperial flocks in that 
province. The illicit relations between 
the latter two began five years ago, but 
the husband, their victim, being com- 
pelled by his duties to ba frequenily 
away from home, knew nothing of the 
matter until late one night in Novem- 
ber, 1894, when he unexpectedly returned 
to his home and found an intruder in it 
wh», hiding behind the dour as it was 
being opened, dashed through the opening 
just as the husband got inside. As a 
result, the wife, Wa Hén-chih, being un- 
able, satisfactorily, to give an account of 
her conduct, was severely beaten by her 
husband and the injunc'ion was laid never 
to allow Mu Té-ch‘un to enter the 
house again. Being unwilling, for obvious 
reasons, to report the matter to the military 
authorities for the arrest of the paramour, 
the husband simp'y kept a strict watch 
over his wife’s conduct, until he was 
compelled to leave home on duty again 
some months afterwards. Then Mu Té- 
ch’un again began tv frequent the house 
and often asked the woman to conspire 
with him to encompass the death of her 
husband, to which she always gave her 
disapproval. When the hushand came 
back home again (this was in December, 
1895) he found the wife working at a 
man’s jacket which he shrewdly suspected 
was to cover the shoulders of the para- 
mour. Incensed beyond measure E- 
Ké-t‘u-shan began to beat his wife 
again most severely. On the 3rd of 
Jenuary, 1896, the paramour contrived 
to get an interview with the woman and 
said: “I have a plan now where you 
need not give manual assistance in killing 
your husband.” The woman asked what 
sort of plan this was, Mu Té-ch‘un replied : 
“*Can you get him to go outside the city 
Walls, to-morrow, to the temple of the 
goddess of the water mill? if you can 
do su I will settle him for you.” The 
woman, who had begun to cordially hate 
her husband through the many beatings 
she had received at his hands of lace, 
consented to do so, and the paramour then 
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left. The next day Wa Hen-chih told her 
husband that she wanted her fur clothes as 
it was getting colder and asked him to go to 
the p:wushop kept by Pe-na-erh-pei, near 
the temple of the goddess of the water mill, 
to redeem her clothes. Not suspecting any 
foul play to be intended, E-ké-t*u-shan con- 
sented, and taking money with him for the 
purpose also told his wife to make ready 
and go with him. Unable to excuse herself 
the woman was forced to go with her 
husband, and just as the couple passed 
out of the city gates she observed her 
paramour seated on horseback armed with 
a long quartei-staff waiting at a distance 
outside the city. When Mu Te-ch‘un 
saw the pair coming out of the city he 
made a dash forward to the temple in 
question which was about a mile from 
the city and sparsely inhabited. It was 
dusk when husband and wife having re- 
deemed the fur clothes started for the 
return journey, on foot, as before. The 
murderer, who had kept out «f sight all 
the time, then galloped at full speed as the 
retreating figures were being lost in the 
gloom of fast darkening night. When 
the horseman got up to'the pair there 
was noone else in sight, Charging at 
full speed on the back of E-k‘é-t‘u- 
shan Mu Té-ch‘un swung his quarter 
staff aud as he brushed past his victim 
the staff was brought duwn with crush- 
ing ‘violence on the head of the 
husband who immediately fell stunned 
to the ground. Pulling up his horse the 
murderer dismounted and approached the 
prostrate form of his victim and clutching 
hold of his queve rained terrific blows ,on 
the head once more, and with such force 
that the brains of the murdered man were 
freely scattered about the spot and upon 
the garments of the murderer. In the mean- 
while, Wa Hén-chih frightened at the scene 
of blood fled city-wards without waiting to 
watch the result: but as soon as her 
paramour saw that his victim was stone 
dead he flung the body into a grass grown 
ditch on the side of the road so that no 
one should stumble over the corpse during 
the night, and regaining his horse galloped 
after Wa Hén-chin whom he carried on his 
horse behind his back and escorted to 
her home; telling her on the way what 
he had done. After he had seen the 
woman safely inside her home the murderer 
galloped back to the spot where his 
victim lay and carried the body to a large dry 
ditch farther away and deposited it. This 
wan about 4 o’clock in the morning. This 
done the man returned to Wa Hén-chih’s 
house and told her what had been done. 


That same morning a heavy fall of snow 
occurred, still further obliterating for 
months to come any traces of the 
murdered man. But Chiu Li-shan, the 
latter’s younger brother, happened to 
return -that day from his camp and 
enquired for H-k‘é-t‘u-shan. The guilty 
woman replied that he had Jeft on the day 
before for the camp. Chiu Li-shan imme- 
diately told an uncle of the matter saying 
that it was strange for hia elder brother to 
go to the camp since he was off duty, and 
so the two returned to camp to hunt for 
the missing man; but of course failed. 
Returning home they again questioned the 
woman, who prevaricated in such a manner 
that they began to suspéct foul play and 
accordingly reported the matter to their 
military commandant. The woman was 
arrested and confessed u: der torture the 
whole tale. ‘The w man was therefore 
sentenced to die by the slicing. or lingch‘th, 
process and her paramour by decapitation 
according to the laws of the land.—Re- 
script: Let the Board of Punishments report 
at once. 


14th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship report- 
ing the 4th of April next as the annual 
ceremony of sacrificing to the manes’ of 
the various Emperors who have sat on the 
Throne of China. [From Fuhi the first 
Emperor to the last Sovereign of the Ming 
dynasty, Chung Aheén.—Translator] Kai 
Tai, Prince of Chéng, Ist order, is com- 
manded to worship at that temple on that 
day in our stead and the Vice-Presidents 
of Boards P'u Liang and Kun Hsiu are 
commanded to worship at the side altars. 


The 12nd of April next being the 
annivérsary for worshipping at the shrine of 
the First Agriculturist, P‘u Ching is com- 
manded to worship there in our stead on 
that day. 


(3) Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy «f Chihli, 
reports that Chang Tséng-yang, Provincial 
Judge of Fukien, who obtained leave of 
absence to return to Tientsin to recuperate 
his health, having been unable to recover 
before the exp'ration of his leave asks to 
be perinitted to resign lis post, ete. The 
request is granted. 

(4) Ch‘ung Li, formerly Military Go- 
vernor of Jeho, and Hsii Ying-k‘uei, Pre- 
sident of the Board of Works, are hereby 
further appointed Ministers of the Tsungli 
Yamén. 
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15th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) With reference to the list of Court 
officers belonging to tle three Imperial 
Palaces who possessed first-class records for 
the last three years, recommended to us for 
promotion by the Comptrollers-General of 
the Imperial Household Department, it will 
be observed that we have placed a circle 
(with the ‘‘ Vermilion Pencil ”) around tha 
names of a certain number in the said list. 
We herehy command that the said Comp- 
trollers-General shall transcribe opposite 
the names of each officer thus encireled, a 
detailed summary of the conduct and ability 
of the said officers and introduce them to 
us at a special audience to be designated by 
us. Therest in the said list are to continue 
as before in their several posts. 


(2) We have received the joint memorial 
of the Vice-President Ch‘ang Sui and his - 
colleagues sent recently on special duty to 
the Imperial mausolea reporting that they 
had succeeded in destroying all the insects 
which had been devastating the pines and 
firs planted there, at the Southern Lakes 
and in the western hills, etc. Since the 
memorialists have completed th-rir duries 
in this respect there is no further 
need for them to remain where they 
are and they are therefore commanded 
(Chang Sui and Ying Mén, Vice-Pre- 
sidents of the Imperial granaries and 
Board «of Works, respectively, and their 
several staffs) to return to Pekiug to resuine 
their usual duties. With repect to the 
future treatment of the pests, P'v Lin, the 
superintendent at the mausolea, «nd his 
colle:gues are hereby commande. io pay 
careful attention to the subject so that we 
may not be troubled with tuem any more 
hereafter, 


16th March. 
A NEW ERA IN EDUCATION IN HUNAN. 


Chiang Piao, Literary Chancellor of Hu- 
nan province and a Senior Acajemician of 
the Hanlin Imperial College, begs to report 
the result of his recent administration of 
the metropolitan college of Changsha, the 
capital of Hunan, in order to encourage 
study and research amongst the students 
and licentiates of the said province, this 
being the special duty of « Literary Chan- 
cellor, who is expected tu keep a good look- 
out for men of promise and ability. The 
literary colleges hold a competitive examina- 
tion «nce a month, while the Literary 
Chancellor holds two in the space of three 
years. If there are no colleges to serve as a 
supplement to the labours of the Lit erary 
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Chancellor it follows, as a matter of course, 
‘that study and research will not be properly 
nourished and it would be difficult to put 
one’s hand on men of promise and ability, 
while, further, the nuuber of students of 
, Such a desirable class will grow gradually 
less and less as time goes on. Uponinvesti- 
gation, the other day, the memorialist 
found that Chang-ha possessed the Chiao 
Ching College (College for the examina‘ion 
of the Classics.—Translutor) which aimed at 
following the f otsteps «f the ancients by en- 
couraging comment on the classics and dis- 
cussion as to how to govern the people. The 
competitive examinations of this college 
were opened to the students and graduates 
of the whole province of Hunan. This 
institution of learning was established by 
a former Governor named Wu Yung-kuang, 
and his efforts in this direction were after- 
wards ably supplemented by such men as 
Chu Chou-jén and Chang Hang-chia, former 
Literary Chancellors of this province, who 
enlarged its scope, etc. As a result, the 
college turned out quite a number of able 
men and promised to do much in the cause 
of education, but for the unfortuna'e fact 
that the funds available to keep the 
said ¢llege in a flourishing condition were 
not forthcoming, thus curtailing its ever 
increasing uxefulness as Alma Mater of the 
students and graduates of Hunan. In fact 
the college depended mainly on the interest 
drawn ona limited endowment fund sub- 
scribed at the time by sundry wealthy 
not«bles and gentry of Hunan and a few 
Salt Monopolists belouging t) the Huai 
Circuit of Kiangsu province; whereby, as 
time went ou the expenses far outstripped 
the income. Of late, the number of 
students, hailing from all parts of the 
province, has constantly increased, and 
they have b-sieged the doors of the 
college in their endeavours to be allowed 
to enjoy the privileges afforded by 
the said institution. But owing to the 
aufortunate circumstances noted above the 
majority of these eager seekers after know- 
ledge had to be turned away from the 
doors of the college, and many were the 
sighs of disappointment of the indigent 
scholars who had come from their distant 
homes only to be debarred from satisfy- 
ing their desires and ambitions. Hence, 
though the Literary Chancellors of the 
time were moved to pity by the sight and 
tried their best to procure extra funds 
for the college, the results were most barren 
and matters were still in this unsatisfactory 
state when the memoriali<t came to Hunan. 
The memorialist learning of this state of 
affairs at once set about to subscribe from 
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out of his own salary sufficient funds to 
form prizes at the quarterly competitive 
examinations. He next paid out of his 
own private purse money enough to build 
extra quarters for distant students in the 
college compound aa well as new libraries 
which memorialist filled with old and new 
publications of commentaries on the classics 
ani the like, bought from fur and near, 
Meworialist has also recently formed 
classes in the said college for the study of 
astronomy, and t»pography, taking obser- 
vations of the heavenly firmament and 
surveying, while he has also presented the 
said institution with scientific instruments, 
chemicals, models, etc., whereby the stud- 
ents could be taught, by practical ex- 
periments, in chemistry (analytical and 
theoretical) and electricity. In this way, 
memorialist thought that in addition to 
the study of the ancient classics and 
history, the students should also be taught, 
part passu, the sciences of modern times. 
The projects still under di-cussion are the 
establishment, in the near future, of 
mathematical and geographical classes and 
a class for the study of modern foreign 
languages, as well as the publication of an 
educational magazine, where its readers 
could keep bright their knowledge of 
modern sciences and arts and widen their 
ideas on such subjects, etc. This has 
been done in obedience to the special 
decree issued by the Throne on the 11th 
of August, 1896, in response to the memo- 
rial of the Tsungli Yamén on the subject 
of encouraging the study of the New 
Learning, i.e., modern sciences and arts, 
Upon looking over the Imperial Catalogue 
dealing with the question of colleges in 
the Empire, the memorialist finds that in 
the constitutions of the Moukden Cullege, 
Manchuria, and the Chint‘ai College of 
Chihli, there are regulations providing, in 
the case of the first-named college, a 
specified sum to be annually deducted from 
the rents of the various college lands in 
that province, for distribution amongst 
the tutors and indigent students of that 
particular college. In the case of the 
second, the other colleges of Chihli are 
bound to deduct aanually from the rents 
of their end»wed lands a certain amount 
aggregating to a total of Tls. 400 per year 
for the said Chint‘ai College to be given as 
bonuses to teachers and indigent students 
of the said institution. Then when it was 
eventually found owing to the great number 
of indigent students st»ying there that that 
sum was insufficient for the purpose, the 
crops of the military grant lands at Féng- 
paying, Chihli, were asseseed for Tls. 200 
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per annum to assist the Chint‘ai College, 
etc. So, upon calculation, memorialist 
finds that taking the whcle of the rents of 
the endowed lands of the various ev lleges in 
Hunan after paying out expenses, there can 
easily be obtained « surplus of ‘I'ls. 500 to 
Tis.600 per annum, which used to be handed 
over by former Literary Chancellors of 
Huna. and paid into the Provincial 
Treasury for public works, etc. Now as 
the college in question—the Chiaoching 
College, in Changsha, was orginally 
established for the benefit of the indigent 
students ot the whole province and not 
locally as isthe case of the other colleges, 
memorialist thinks that the above-noted 
surplus accruing from rents belonging to 
colleges of the whole province should 
rightly be handed over for the use of 
the said college in order to support 
the working of the new additions to 
the curriculum inaugurated by memo- 
rialist, and which is the subject of this 
paper. His Majesty’s consent is therefore 
earnestly solicited by the memorialist.— 
Rescript: Let the Boards concerned delibe- 
rate over the matter and report to us. 


17th March. 
No papers of interest. 


18th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Board of Civil Appointments is com- 
manded to scrutinise the list of petty civil 
ward ofticials and gentry of the Northern 
City, who have been recommended by Wén 
Po, Police Censor of the city and his 
colleagues, for promotion in consideration 
of their services in procuring the capture 
of a band of desperadoes who have been in- 
festing the said city for some time past. 
The said Board will report to us the result 
of their scrutiny. 


No papers of interest. 
19th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Granting promotien to some fifty 
secretaries, assistant secretaries, scribes, 
etc., belonging to the six Boards and 
three Courts of Peking, in proportion to 
the decree of ability and diligence in their 
duties during the last three years as pre- 
sented by the Presidents of the said Boards. 

(2) Hsi Yuan is appointed Libationer 
{Senior Director) of the Imperial Academy. 

(3) The Board of Civil Appointments is 
commanded to deliberate over the memorial 
of Sun Chia-nai, Governor Adjoint, and 
Hu Yii-fen, Governor of Peking, recom- 
mending that Shen Chung-mu, at present 


department magistrate of Chichou, Imperial 
Prefecture of Shuntienfu, be promoted to- 
the post of sub-prefect of the northern 
frontier of the said prefectu:e. 


20th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the three yearly 
conduct list of Court officers sttached to. 
the three Palaces belonging to the Imperial 
Household Department presented by the 
Comptrollers-General of the said Depart- 
ment, we hereby command that with the 
exception of Jung K’6 and Chi Té who 
are to be excluded from the privilege, the 
remainder of the officers in the said list 
are to be recorded in the books of the 
Grand Council for first vacancies in pro- 
portion to their several ranks. 

(2) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports the capture by his. 
force of six members of a gang of armed 
bandits who have recently been infesting 
the neighbourhood of the Imperial Pre- 
fecture. The prisoners are hereby com- 
manded to be handed over to the Board 
of Punishments for trial and sentence 
according to the laws of the land, and as 
soon as the said sentences have been given 
out the said Commandant shall be permit- 
ted to recommend for special promotion 
and pecuniary reward the deserving and 
energetic ofticers who effected the said 
capture. 

(3) A postscript memorial by the same 
high officer reports the flight from his 
post of a volunteer Second Captain and 
hereditary noble of the 8th grade, belong- 
ing to the Southern battalion of the Gen- 
darmerie force of Peking, named Peh 
Sung-nien, and the request that the said 
refugee be cashiered for his conduct. The 
request is granted and the commander of 
the said battalion is empowered to pro- 
secute search for the runaway so that he 
may be brought to punishment for his 
misdemeanour. The Board concerned is 
commanded to take note. 

(4) Decree commanding that the deserving 
officers whose names had been recently 
recorded in the Grand Council for first 
vacancies, shall be introduced in batches 
of two at atime each morning, commencing 
from the 23rd of the month, in the Grand 
Council Chamber where they are to give 
specimens of their penmanship for ap- 
proval by us. : 

(5) With reference to the memorial of 
Hsiang Lin and his colleagues reporting 
that Kuo Jén, holding the ciyil rank of an 
assistant secretary of one of the six Boards 
and Comptroller of the Ta-erh-chi Mongok 
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tribe of the herdsmen in Ch‘ahar, had 
been accused of certain misdemeanours by 
the said herdsmen, we note that the said 
memorial is incomplete and possesses no 
detail, of the charges which have been 
made ayainst the said Comptroller. To 
this end, therefore, we refrain from issuing 
a decree on the case in order to give the 
memorialists the chance of adding details 
to their memorial. 

(6) As Chang Yin-huan has been ordered 
on a special mission abroad, Hsii Yung-yi is 
hereby ordered to act ad interim as Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Revenue, 
etc., during the former's absence from 
Peking. 

(7) Hsiang Lin, Administrator of the 
Mongolian Dependency of Ch‘ahar, reports 
the escape from the post roads of 
Chiang Chi-fu, cashiered ex-gaolwarden of 
Haich‘eng and Chao Lin, cashiered ex- 
police magistrate of Newchwang, who were 
working out on the said pest roads the 
period of banishment for cowardice dur- 
ing the Japanese invasion of Manchuria. 
We hereby command that strict search be 
made for the runaways along the entire 
route of the post roads and that in case 
they should seek safety by returning to 
their native towns the Governors of Anbui 
and Peking are commanded to keep a strict 
look out in their several jurisdictions, for 
signs of the escaped exiles, 

(8) We have received the joint memorial 
of T‘ao Mu, Viceroy of Shen-kan ; Tung 
Fu-hsiang, Provincial Commander-in-Chief 
of Kansu, and Kuei Shun, Imperial Re- 
siden: of Haining and Kokonor reporting 
the complete pacification of that Mongol 
dependency and the vicinity of the western 
portion of the Great Wall, and the efface- 
ment of the Mahommedan rehels from those 
places. In this connection the memorialists 
recommend that promotions and rewards 
be granted to the deserving of the 
Mongol princes, dukes, nobles, officers and 
tribesmen who distinguished themselves 
during the war, jus: as those that were 
given to the Chinese officers who crushed 
the rebellion inside of the Great Wall, 
etc., in order to encourage the Mongols 
to emulate each other in bravery and 
courage in time of war, etc. [Then follow 
the names of sixty to seventy Mongol 
nobles, chiefs and subordinate officers.— 
Translator.]| We have, however, noticed 
a case of gross neglect and carelessness on 
the part of the officers of the Mongolian 
Superintendency, namely, that although 
the memorial in question put down the 
name of a certain Ist class Mongol for 
promotion, viz ;—Su-nan-wu-to-ch ‘u-chi, 


the Mongolian Superintendency in re. 
porting upon the said memorial called that 
noble by the name of ‘ Su-nan-mu-hsiien- 
to-pu.” We must, therefore, hand the 
Secretaries of the eaid Superintendency 
concerned in the matter over to the 
regular Bod for the determination of 
adequate penalties, while the President 
and Vice-President of the same are also 
handed over to the Board for investigation 
into their conduct. The Board concerned 
is commanded to take note thereon, 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

Chang Yin-huan, Senior Vice-President 
of the Board of Revenue and Special’ 
Ambassador to Great Britain to convey 
the congratulations of their Majesties 
the Emperor and Empress-Dowager to 
H.M. Queen Victoria on the sixtieth 
anniversary of her reign, had his farewell 
andience of the Emperor in the Grand 
Council Chamber this morning preparatory 
to his departure for Europe. 


21st March. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Ministers of the Grand Council are 
commanded to issue our decree that on the 
26th instant all princes, dukes, nobles and 
officers who are to do duty on that day 
within the Palaces are hereby commanded 
to appear at Court in full Court dress. 


FATHERS AND SONS PROHIBITED FROM 
SERVING IN OFFICIAL CAPACITY IN 
THE SAME PROVINCE. 

Liu MUsiang-shéng, brevet Provincial 
Commander-in-Chief, recorded in the books 
of the Grand Council for the first vacancy, 
and substantive Brigadier-General of the 
Wénchow Military Circuit in Chékiang, 
reports that he has received the Imperial 
edict issued on the 30th of August, 1896, 
at the instance of the Board of War, re- 
commending that a new law be enforced 


‘probibiting fathers of high military rank to 


be in the same province as their sons who 
are civil expectants or substantive officials, 
or vice versd, similar tc the law prohibiting 
fathers and sons, brothers and first consins, 
of civil rank serving in the same province. 
Now memorialist was appointed to his 
present post in July, 1894, while since 1876 
his son has been a civil official in the same 
province, commencing first as a sub-prefect 
by purchase and attaining his present rank 
of expectant prefect and brevet Taotai of 
Chékiang in duecourseof promotion. Since, 
however, the above decree has been issued 
the case has become changed and hence 
memorialist hastens to report his present 
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circumstances to the Throne and prays for 
the Imperial instructions in the matter, 
whether his sou should be transferred tu 
another province or not.—Rescript: The 
Board of War is commanded to deliberate 
and report thereon. 


22nd March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, 
reports that he has been asked to 
memorialise on behalf of Chang Tséng- 
yang, Provincial Judge of Fukien, who is 
now on sick leave in his native province of 
Chihli, to the effect that although his leave 
is about to expire his maladies still remain 
the same, and praying to be allowed to 
resign his post in order the better to 
attend to his illness. The request is 
granted and Chang Péng-yang is hereby 
permitted to resign his Judgeship. 

(2) Ching Li, ex-Military Assistant Go- 
vernor of Jehé, and Hsii Ying-K’uei, 
President of the Board of Works, are ths 
day appo‘nted Ministers of the Tsung-li 
Yamén. 


(3) Appointing a large number of officials 
to the Metropolitan and Provincial Admi- 
nistrations, 


23rd March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Li Hsing-jue, Customs Taotai of 
Tientsin, is hereby promoted to the post of 
Provincial Judge of Fukien, vice Chang 
Tséng-yang, retired. 

(2) The Censor Sung Peh-lu complains 
that nowadays the Boards, to whom are 
given the privilege of deliberating and 
reporting upon matters of state presented 
to the Throne are most careless and negli- 
gent of their duties and do not try to get 
a true comprehension of the subjects they 
have been called upon to deliberate, hence 
they make light of grave suggestions and 
argue against important measures in the 
way most pleasing to their own prejudices. 
The memurialist, therefore, prays that 
stringent orders be issued exhorting the 
various Boards to pay more care and 
stricter attention to whatever matters they 
may have been called upon by the Throne 
to decide. Now such a state of affairs is 
to be deprecated and denounced as most 
harmful to the welfare of the Empire. We 
would, therefore, caJl the attention of the 
Presidents and high officials of the various 
Boards to analyse in the future impartially 
and with more care whatever measures 
they are called upon to decide and report 


upon and further, persons who memorial- 
ise the Throne on various matters are to 
take heed that the cause they advocate at 
the time has received an impartial weigh- 
ing of the pros and cons before being 
presented to the Throne for acceptance. 
They must know that they cannot escape 
the strict scrutiny of the Throne if they have 
memorialised from purely private motives 
and not for universal benefit. 

(3) Ch‘ang Sui and Ying Nien jointly 
report that the walls around the Eastern 
Imperial Mausolea have for the most part 
tumbled down and are sadly in need of 
renovation. The Vice-President P‘u 
Shan and Li Tuan-fén are hereby ordered 
to go to the Eastern Mausolea to examine 
the said place and make an estimate of the 
sum required for the new works, e'c. 

(4) At the audience given Oh‘ang Sui 
and Ying Nien this morning the said Vice- 
Presidents reported that although they 
had managed to destroy the greater por- 
tions of the insects which had been foryears 
devastating the trees and plants round 
about the Imperial Mausolea, the situstion 
is still very grave. It appeara that there 
were signs ef these pests in the summer 
of 1896 and in the following autumn they 
matured aud swarmed about in such num- 
bers that all the trees in the Mausolea 
ground, were covered by them. The fault 
lay with the high officials entrusted with 
the care of the said Mausolea, who failed 
to report the true condition of affairs at 
the right moment, so that when » memo- 
rial was sent to the Throne the trees 
were already almost past redemption and 
those who had been appointed to destroy the 
insects ofren found their best efforts render- 
ed futile by reason of the ever-increasing 
numbers of the insects and the deep hold 
they had taken onthe trees. Now P‘u Lin 
and his colleagues who had the care of the 
said Mausolea entrusted to them knew 
very well that the trees planted there formed 
the principal féngshui of the place. Instead 
therefore of taking extra care and using 
more diligence in their duties, these officers 
totally neglected them and not until We had 
sent special commissivns to investigate did 
the truth come out, and it was found that 
searching for and destroying the pests was 
no light task. These officers, namely P‘u 
Lin, Lin Chia and Wén Jui have therefore 
been guiity of gross negligence and laziness, 
and we hereby hand them to the usual 
Board for the determination of extraur- 
dinary penalties and punishment. We 
also command that in the future the above 
ofticers shall arrange in proper manner as to 
what must be done to prevent a recurrence 
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of the evil, and that any dereliction of 
duty will be visited with even severer 
punishment in the future. 


24th March. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Li Pei-yung is appointed Major of the 
Right Battalion of the Viceregal troops of 
Chihli province. 

No papers of interest. 

25th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
Wang Ting-siang, a censor, c-mplaining 
bitterly of the laxity of the regulations 
and system of organised frauds in the Im- 
perial schools specially established for the 
primary and higher education of children 
belonging to the Imperial Clan and the 
Collateral Branches (gioro), and praying 
that commands be issued insisting on a 
thorough overhaul of existing regulations 
and the establishment of stringent rules 
ferfuture guidance of all concerned. etc. 
We hereby command the members of the 
Imperial Clan Court to act conjointly with 
the Imperial Schools’ Board and consider 
the memorial in question and report to us 
the reault. 


(2) Shih Kang, Senior Brigadier of Jeho, 
who is now in Peking, ia ordered to do 
duty in the capital, while Yeu T'séng is 
appointed to fill the said Shih Kang’a 
place in Jeho. 

(3) Of those officials belonging to the 
various Courts in the capital who were 
presented in audience to us this morning 
on the basis of their three years’ official 
record, we hereby command that Ch‘ing 
Fu, Director of the Court of Sacrificial 
Worship, San Té, Vice-Director of the 
Court of Revision—a branch of the Court 
of Censors,—and Wi Té-ch‘ang, Vice-Direc- 
tor «f the Imperial College of Physicians, 
be ordered to return to their present posts 


and attend to their several duties as here- 
tofore. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 

The Grand Secretary, Li Hung-chang, 
and Minister of the Tsungli Yamén, ob- 
tained this morning leave of absence for 
ten days. After transacting State affairs 
and granting the usual audiences in the 
Grand Council Chamber, His Majesty the 


| 


Emperor and Court will proceed to the : 


Yinghsiu gate of the Palace Garden to see 
on bended knees H.I.M. the Empress- 
Dowager start for the Lake Palace to- 
morrow morning. 


The whole of this day’s Gazette is oc- 
cupied with the final report of Wei Kuang- 
tao, Governor of Shensi,. regarding the 
complete pacification of the Kokonor 
(Mongolia) region which had been invaded 
by a large force of Kansu Mahommedans, 
the last remnants of the rebels, driven 
from their native province by the Imperial 
armies to take refuge beyond the confines 
of China proper. The Hunan army corps 
under the above-named Governor co-operat- 
ed with the Kansu troops of the Generalis- 
simo Tung Fu-hsiang, the Kuangtung 
and Manchu troops of Kuei Shun, Imperial 
Resident at Haining, etc., and assisted 
the Kokonor Mongols in encircling the 
doomed rebels within the inhospitable 
regions in the Tibetan mountains on the 
Kokonor-Kansu frontier from whence 
there was no possibility of escape—either 
death by etarvation and cold if they went 
on into Tibet or the sword and bullet if 
they turned about to face the pursuing 
troops. The memorial ended with asking 
extraordinary promotions for the deserving 
officers of Governor Wei’s army. 


26th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) We have received the memorial of 
E-k‘6-t‘ang-a, Tartar-General of Féngtien, 
Manchuria, stating that he has made 
careful estimates of the sum required 
for repairing and renewing the de- 
corations of the Mausolea belonging to 
our revered ancestors of the Imperial 
dynastv, near Moukden, and the said 
memorialist also asks us to select a pro- 
pitious day for the commencement of the 
work in hand. The Imperial Board of 
Astronomy is hereby commanded to select 
such a day at any time during the month of 
April next, and notify the said Tartar- 
General of the chosen date. On the other 
hand, as soon the auspicivus day arrives 
the said Tartar-General, assisted by the 
Civil Governor of the province, Chung 
Ling, is to see that everything be re- 
verentially and carefully commenced as 
befits the inauguration of such a sacred 
task. 


(2) Ching Sing (Manchu) is hereby pro- 
moted to the Salt Commissionership of the 
Ch‘anglu Circuit of Chibli province, vice 
Li Hsing-jui transferred to become the 
Provincial Judge of Fukien vice Chang 
Tséng-yang, retired, 


(8) Sieh Hsi-hang is hereby appointed 
to be prefect of Chingchoufu, Yunuan 
province. : 


{Mar, 27. 


27th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Granting extraordinary promotions 
to a number of Metropolitan and Provin- 
cial officials for their good records during 
the last three years of their official duties. 

(2) We have received the memorial of 
Wu Ting-fén, Vice-President of the Board 
of Civil Appointments, etc., asking for 
leave of absence to enab'e him to return to 
his native city in the south for the purpose 
of restoring the graves of his ancestors, 
etc. We hereby grant the memorialist twu 
mouths’ leave for the purpose indicated. 

(8) The Board of Civil Appointments is 
hereby commanded to deliberate over the 
joint memorial of Sun Chia-nai, Govervor 
Adjoint, aud Hu Yii-fén, Governor of the 
Imperial Prefecture of Shuntienfu, re- 
commending the expectant sub-prefect 
Sieh Yii-k‘ai, to fill the substantive post 
of sub-prefect of the Western Marches, 
Shuntienfu, and report thereon to us with 
all haste. 

(4) Hua Chin-shou is transferred to be- 
come Senior Director, and Li Chao-wei, 
Vice-Director, of the Supervisorate of In- 
struction of the Heir Apparent. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


~The Governar Adjoint and Governor 
of the Imperial Prefecture of Shuntienfu 
jointly report that during the previous day 
and night Peking and the’ surrounding 
towns obtained a fall of over three inches 
of snow. 


A SIX-FOLD MURDER, 


Yen Mow, Tartar-General of Kirin, Man- 
churia, reports a six-fold murder,—which 
eame dangerously near being a seven-fold 
one—in the Tartar village of Sunchiatun, 
Kirin province, on the night of the 7th of 
January last, and the summary execution 
of the sanguinary wretch whose horrible 
crime called for his instant removal from 
this world. It appeared that the murderer, 
named Lu Ching-t‘ang, was a hired labour- 
er on the farm of the Blue Bannerman, 
Ch‘énge Wan-hsiian, at Sunchiatun, and 
had always been liberally treated by his 
master. In 1896 Lu Chin:-t‘ang became 
suddenly possessed of a strong desire to 
visit his native town in China proper, but 
was unable to doso owing to lack of the 
necesary funds to carry him home. He 
apparently brooded a great deal over 
his misfortune but dared do nothing to 
forcibly obtain the money he required 
owing to the awe he had of Ch‘éng Wan, 
the son of his master, who was possessed of 
immense strength and belonged to the 


local militia, But on the 7th of January, 
Ch‘éng Wén having important business 
away from home left the place unprotect- 
ed, although there were other fellow-la- 
bourers besides the murderer on the farm. 
When Lu saw that his young master was. 
to goawsy for the day and night it occurred 
to him (Lu) to impersonate a robber, as Sun- 
chiatun being a small hamlet ina sparse- 
ly settled district the place had often been 
raided by scattered bands of brigands living 
in the neighbouring hills and forests. In 
the room the murderer usua!ly slept in were 
four male labourers and two female hands. 
Lu’s first intention was to despatch 
these four and trust to frightening the 
females of the househald to obtain the 
money and silver ornaments he wanted, 
while the great age of Ch‘éng Wan-hsiian, 
his master, precluded any anticipation of 
any effective resistance on the latter's part. 
Lu, therefore, waited until 10 o’c'ock on 
that fatal night, when finding that all in 
the room were fast asleep he rose, dressed 
himself, and then proceeded tothe wood-yard 
to get the axe which was used to split fire- 
wood. Having obtained his weapon Lu walk- 
ed back stealthily to the general sleeping 
room, and began (contrary to his first 
intentions) to strike promiscuously those 
occupying the room with his axe, calling 
out “robbers!” with every blow of 
his weapon upon the unfortunate heads 
and shoulders of his sleeping victims. 
The noise he made fortunately aroused 


one of the labourers, who slipping 
away from his bed, or k‘ang, manag- 
ed to get fo the door before the 


murderer perceived his escape. Lu, at 
once, gave chase without waiting to see 
whether his five victims were alive or not, 
but his intended victim succeeded in 
escaping. In the meanwhile Ch‘eng Wan- 
hsiian, his master, being also aroused 
by the cries of the murderer made his 
way to the sleeping room of his Jabourers 
and was met half way by Lu who replied to 
his master’s question as to what was the 
matter by making a vicious swing with his 
axe at the old man’s head. The latter, 
however, evaded the murderous stroke and 
turning round wrested the weapon away 
from the murderer. In this dilemma Lu 
ran to the wood pile and selected a club-like 
limb of a tree and dashing upon his master 
unawares brought him down with a stun- 
ning blow. Thinking that he had killed 
his master, the murderer suddenly 
bethought himself of those whom he had 
left in the general sleeping room. So he 
returned to the apartment and began rain- 
ing numerous blows with his club on the 
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heads of each of his five victims—three male 
labourers and two female tield hands—who 
had, however, «pparently alrealy received 
their quietus from the axe, for they were 
all in the same position as he had left them 
when chasing after the escaped labourer. 
Being now satisfied with his handiwork 
the murderer tied his own clothes into 
a bundle and then visited the q .arters 
of his master and mistress. -Just then 
he saw the aged wife of his master totter- 
ing across the courtyard to raisc her hus- 
band’s prostrate body. The murderer at 
once brsught her down with one blow of 
his club, and then walked into ber room 
with the intention of ransacking the place 
for money. He, however, seemed to feel 
that some time must have already elapsed 
since he chased the labourer who had fled 
and that the latter must have by this time 
aroused the neighbours—who lived far 
separated from each other—in which case 
he (the murderer) thought that he had no 
time to lose if he wished to e-cpe arrest. 
He had no time as he thought even to 
change his blood-stained garments now 
dripping with the gore of his victims. 
A sudden fear seemed to scize the man 
aud he at once fled from the house, for- 
getting even to take with him his own 
bundle of private effects. A few minutes 
after the murderer hail gone, Ch‘éng Wén, 
the aon, returned from his trip to town 
and saw the horrible sight thar greeted 
him of his aged father and mother lying 
prone in the courtyard but still breathing 
and bleeding from fearful gashes on the 
head. Assisting his parents to their room 
and leaving them in the hands of the 
female house servants, Ch‘éng Wén, armed 
with a sword, at once give chase, vowing 
to cut the murderer down at sight. In 
the meantime neighbours were coming to 
the rescue led by the escaped labourer, and 
to avoid these the murderer started for 
another point. Here, however, @ police 
patcol happened to be encamped and seeing 
the man and his garments reeking with 
blood at once stopped him and asked him 
whence he had come and whither going at 
such an hour of the night—long past mid- 
night. They were unable to make out his 
incoherent replies when Ch‘éng Wen 
arrived on the spot and identified Lu as 
the murderer of five of his fellow ser- 
vants—for the old mother was still 
alive when ° h‘éng Wén started off 
in pursuit of the murderer. ‘When 
Lu was brought back to the farm 
escorted by the police patrol, it was found 
that the old lady of the house had also died 
from the eflects uf her club wound, thus 


making six victims, while the mas'er of the 
farm also lay in a precarious state, hover- 
ing between life and death. The law de- 
mands that when a murderer makes away 
with three lives he is to be sentenced to 
die by the slow and shameful process (ling- 
ch'th). In this case Lu Ching-t‘ang killed 
six; three males and three females. Me- 
morislist therefore ordered the sentence of 
the law to be carried out immediately after 
Lu Ching-t‘ang had signed his confession 
before the memorialist without waiting, 
owing to the gravity of the crime, for His 
Majesty’s Rescript in the matter. —Reseript: 
Let the Board of Punishmeits take note. 


28th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) En Shou is appointed Taotai of the 
Shen-An Intendancy of Shensi province. 

(2) ‘sai Hsin reports that the Eastern 
Imperial Mausolea require thorough re- 
pairs and prays that orders be issued 
to cominence the necessary works 
without further delay, etc., We herr-by 
command K‘un Hsin to proceed with 
all haste to examine the repairs required 
for the Eastern Mausolea and then make 
a careful estimate of the amount required 
for such works. 

(3) Hu Pin-chih, Governor of Shansi, 
denounces Li Chin-chang, district mauis- 
trate of Tienchenhsien, and Wang Chi-ho, 
acting district magistrate of Putsien, for 
effete police organisation whereby their 
several <listricts have been overrun with 
robbers, and that then fearful of the con- 
sequences they tried to suppress matters by 
trying to browbeat the victims of the 
robbers to report simple thefts instead. A 
summary punishment must be given to 
such unworthy aud crafty magistrates 
and we hereby command that these he 
immediately cashiered and dismissed 
from the serivee. The memorialist further 
complains of Wang Eu-f6, Director of 
Studies in Hochou, for being absent froin 
his post without authorised leave; of K‘ung 
Kuang-hua, for being superannuated and of 
mediocre abilities and therefore unfit for 
hia duties of superintendant of studies of 
Choyuenhsien : and cf'hree petty police 
magistrates for unworthy conduct. All the 
officials referred to above are hereby to be 
cashiered and dismissed from their posts. 

(4) As Wu Ting-fén has obtained leave 
of ab-ence to return !o his home, his post 
of Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Civil Appointments is hereby given to 
Chang Ying-lin to act for him ad interim, 
and Yang Yi is also commanded to act 
temporarily as acting Vice-President of 


the Board of Works, which acting appoint- 
ment is also held by Wu Ting-fén. 


29th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


As the post of senior prefect of Chéngtu, 
the capit«l of Szechuan, is one of ex- 
ceptional importance, we hereby command 
the Viceroy of the province to select the 
man whom he thinks best fitted for the 
Chéngtu post from amongst the subs!antive 
prefects of Szechuan, and let P‘an Ping 
be appointed to the post vacated by the 
officer of the said Vizeroy’s choice. 

30th March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

Yen Moy, Tartar-General «f Kirin, re- 
ports the death of Sha-ké-tu-lin-cha-pu, the 
Brigadier-General of the Manchu troops 
stationed at Hunchun, and requests that 
special honours be granted to the deceased 
in consideration of his faithful services 
during the Taiping and Mahommedan re- 
bellions. We are deeply grieved to hear 
of the said General’s death and hereby 
command that his family be granted the 
usual funeral expenses befitting his rank 
and also that all black marks against 
his official record be hereby eras d and 
cancelled. 

(2) Ting Li-ying is appointed censor of 
the Shansi Circuit. 

31st March. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Tséng Ch‘ung is appointed Super- 
intenden: of the Imperial silk loonis of 
Kiangnan (Nanking). 

(2) We have received H.I.M. the 
Empress Dowager’s commands to bestow 
the decoration of the three-eyed peacock 
feather upon P‘n Wei, Prince of the 3rd 
Order. We reverentially obey H.I.M.’s 
ilJustrious commands and hereby grant 
the said decoration to P‘u Wei as directed. 

(3) Ying Lien, Brigadier-General of 
Kirin city, is hereby transferred to a similar 
post at Hunch‘un vice Sha-k‘é-tu-lin-cha- 
pu, deceased, and Chi Ch‘éng is appointed 
to succeed the said Ying Lien at Kirin. 


Ast April. 
No papers of interest. 
2nd April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Sun Wu-ch'ien is appointed prefect 
of Ch‘uchou in Szechuan province. 

Note :—This official is quite a young man 
and was a censor especially well-known in 
the capital as a man of great honesty and 
integrity, and an unbending foe to the mal- 
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practices of the officials both at the capital 
and in the provinces. Doubt'ess his in- 
compatibility made his enemies go the uaual 
way to get rid of him by securing him an 
outside appointment, the farther from 
Peking the better. Hence the above «p- 
pointment to the far distant province 
of Szechuan where the ex-censor may 
now bury himself alive if he chooses. Asa 
censor in Heking, possessed only of the 
Sth rank, Sun Wu-ch‘ien stood on a foot- 
ing of equality, by virtue of his post as 
“the Eyes and Ears of the Emperor, ” 
with the highest official inthe capital ; but 
although he is now supposed to be 
‘‘promoted” to be a substantive prefect, 
namely, to be an official of the 4th rank, 
Class B, he at once sinks down to his level 
and becomes the subordinate of every 
Taotai (4th rank, Class A) in Szechuan 
who is but one step higher than he is. 
While a censor in Peking these very 
Taotais would have to grovel before Sun 
Wu-ch‘ien ; but once out of the capital 
the ex-censor will doubtless have ‘to 
mind his p’s and q’s” when coming into 
contact with the former.—7'ranslator,, 

(2) As Wu Ting-fén has obtained leave 
of absence to return to his native city to 
repair the graves of his ancestors his post 
of Treasurer and Superintendent of the 
three treasury vaults of the Board of 
Revenue is hereby given ad interim to 
Ch‘en Hsio-fén. 

3rd April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ta Ch‘un is appointed Inspector of 
the aff.irs of the Manchu Bordered Yellow 
Banner Corps. 

(2) Fu T‘ung-a is appointed to a similar 
office in the Manchu Rifle Brigade organisa- 
tion. 

No papers of interest. 


4th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have ordained that the 26th of 
this month be made the date for the 
exchanging of winter official hats for sum- 
mer hats, which is to be observed through- 
out the Empire. 

(2) Li Tien-lin is appointed Expositor, 
and Hua Chin-shou Reader, of the Hanlin 


College. 
(8) Sung K‘un, Governor «f Kueichow, 
rep-rts the result of his triennial 


examination of the records of the officials 
under him. Amongst those mentioned 
for a special Imperial recognition are 
Ch‘uan Mow, prefect of Chenyuanfu, Kuei- 
chow province, who is described as a 
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specially clean-handed officer who really 
loves the people and has their welfare 
at heart; in fact, the memorialist pro- 
phesies this officer’s future advancement 
as specially fitted to hold by his great 
talents and f -resight the most responsible 
positions. En Liu, prefect of Tsénchoufu, 
Is said to be very talened and sagacions 
and who never makes any mistake in the 
performance of his duties ; Chang Sheng- 
chen, sub-prefect of Ch-nanchou, has the 
reputation of always trying to bestow 
benefits amongst the people under him and 
being exceedingly popular wherever he has 
held office ; the same is also said of Chit 
Hung-sieh, sub-prefect of Huangping- 
chou ; finally Wang Wei-ké, Director of 
Studies of ‘Trenchuhsien, and Wang 
Hung-lin, Director of Studies of Chenyuan- 
hsien, are both described as men of pro- 
found literary knowledge and_briiliant 
scholars who have popularised essay writing 
and classical researches amongst the 
students under them, and hence have 
turned out more brilliant and successful 
students at the literary examinations 
for degrees than any other Director of 
studies in the province. In recognition 
thereof we hereby command that the 
officials eulogised above be all handed to 
the Boards of Civi! Appointments and of 
Rites for the determination «f extraordinary 
rewards. On the other hand the same me- 
morialist in a postscript memorial charges 
Li Shu-jén, an +xpectant prefect, of im- 
proper conduct and actions denoting low 
cunning incompatible with his rank, P‘éng- 
Chung-hung, an eXpectant army First 
Lieutenant, is accused «f lack of control 
over his actions and being frequently found 
guilty of extortion, With reference to the 
two officers above-named they are hereby 
punished by being cashieved and dis- 
missed the service. The Boards of Civil 
Appointments and of War are hereby also 
commanded to take note. 
5th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

We have received the memorial and ac- 
companying list of names from the Board 
of Revenue requesting that rewards be 
granted to all the offigials belonging to the 
various provincial governments named 
therein who have distinguished themselves 
in promp:ly forwarding the annual Kansu 
and Turkestan subsidies, during the year 
just parsed. Owing to this promptitude 
the high authorities of Kansu an Chinese 
Turkestan have had no occasion for memo- 
rialising the Throne, as was formerly the 
rule, praying that the provinces which have 


to furnish the above contributions be com- 
manded to make no more delay in forwara- 
ing these important remittances, etc. We 
hereby command the Board of Civil Ap- 
pointments to report on the said memorial, 
and the appended list of names of de- 
serving officials is also ordered to be hand- 
ed over to the said Board for investigation. 


6th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hu Ching-kuwei is appointed Taotsi 
of the Ninghsia Intendancy of Kansu 
province. 

(2) Liao Shou-féng, Governor of Ché- 
kiang, denounces the following officials 
serving under him :—Hei Shih-lien, district 
magistrate of Fénghuahsiev, Chékiang, 
is charged with being superannuated and not 
energetic enough to perform his duties pro- 
perly. The said official is hereby commanded 
to retire from his post, at once, being allowed 
the privilege of retaining his proper rank in 
private life. T‘ang Chi, district magistrate 
of Huangyenhsien is declared to be a crea- 
ture of impulse, thoughtless to a degree 
in the discharge of his duties, and unfit 
for his present post. The said official is 
ordered to resign his post and await 
some other appointment. Chang Ch‘eng, 
deputy magistrate of Jénhohsien (Hang- 
chow) is accused of crafty conduct and 
going beyond his powers in receiving, on 
his own responsibility, petitions on civil 
cases and investigating them judicially, 
which is the prerogative of the district 
magistrate alone. So also is Kao Huan, 
ga Jwarden of the district magistracy of 
Lanch‘ihsien, who is also accused of extra- 
vagant conduct and iuability to keep his 
underlings under proper restraint. The 
last-named two officials are hereby cashiered 
and dismissed from their posts as a warning 
to others. 

(3) Appoin'ing some fifty to sixly officials 
to the various Provincial governments, 

(4) P‘an Ch‘ing-lan is appointed Police- 
Censor of the Southern City, Peking. 

7th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


With reference to the punishments 
to be awarded to the officials having charge 
of the Eastern Imperial Mausolea for 
negligence of their duties in having been 
unable to discover until too late the real 
extent of the ravages of the tree-destroying 
worms and grubs surrounding the said Mau- 
solea, we have now beforeus the joint report 
of the Boards of War and Ciyil Appointments 
and the Imperial Clan Court, who recom- 
merd, and we hereby confirm, the following 


sentences, namely, that P‘u Ling and Ling 
Chia, nobles, ninth in order of descent of the 
Imperial Lineage, Chief Superintendents of 
the said Mauso'ea, behereby dismis-ed from 
their posts and fined aunually, for four 
consecutive years, one-h:lf of the income 
belonging to. them by right of their rank 
and Imperial lineage, without going in'o 
details as to prospects of commuting their 
penalties by ‘‘set-offs” of god conduct 
marks. As for Wén Jui, Brigadier- 
General and Superintendent of Octroi at 
Malanchén and a Comptroller-General of 
the Imperial Household Department, for 
his share in the general negligence of 
duties and carelessness, we hereby cashier 
and dismiss him from his post. 


8th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Commandant of the Gendarmerie 
repoits the capture by his men «f five 
timber thieves who had been surreptitiously 
sawing down forest trees belonging to the 
Imperial demesnes called the Chingan 
farms. Some of the thieves being members 
of the Imperial Clan and collateral branches 
thereof, we hereby command that the Im- 
perial Clan Court join the Board of Punish- 
ments, to whom the said prisoners are 
hereby handed, in trying the men and 
sentencing them according to the laws of 
the realm. As for the three members of 
the Insperial Clan who have escaped and 
are still at large, let strict search be made 
for them so that the whole gang may be 
punished and broken up. 

No other papers of interest. 


9th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Sung An is appointed Brigadier 
General and Superintendent of Octroi at 
Malanchén and a member of the Board of 
Comptrollers-General of the Imperial 
Household Department vice Wén Jui, 
cashiered for neglect of duty. 

(2) With regard to the promotions to be 
awarded to the Metropolitan officials who 
have had exceptionally good official records 
during the past three years aud who have 
been granted an audience twice, we 
hereby command that of this batch Yang 
Shu, Li Pei-min, Chu Fu-hsien, Ts‘ui 
Yung-an, Hsii Shou-lien, Lu Chung-ch‘i, 
Yeh Ch‘arg-chih, Ch‘i Sui, En Dao, L6 
Ping-shao, Shao Yi, En Ch‘ung, Ch ‘ing En, 
Yen Ts‘ing, and Hsi Liang will retain their 
former ranks, while the Imperial Clansman 
Ying Tze is commanded to retain his rank 
of expectant Metropolitan officer of the 
4th or 5th grade as heretofore. The Im- 
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perial Clansman Ch‘ung Shou is promoted 
to b> an expectant Metropolitan officer of 
the 4th or 5th grade, while the Imperial 
Clansman Chi Té is made an expectant 
Metropolitan office: of the 5th grade. The 
remaining fifty to sixty officers as per list 
are to have their names recorded in the 
Grand Council f+r vacancies either as 
Taotais or prefec s. 


10th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We have received a memorial from 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship aunoun- 
cing that on the ovcasion of the coming 
summer solstice sacrificial worship should 
be performed within the precints of the 
Imperial Ancestra! Hall, etc. We hereby 
announce that it is our desire to be present 
at the said functions on the day in ques- 
tion where we intend to offer personal 
worship before the tablets of our Imp-rial 
Ancestors. P‘u Ching is also commanded 
to assist and sacrifice at the rear shrines ; 
Té Shou a the Eastern shrines, and Huang 
Yung-an at the Western shrinrs. 

(2) The same Court further announces 
that on the 5th day of the 4th moon (7th 
May) special sacrifices shonld be made 
before the altars of the Temples of Heaven 
and the Earth. In this connection we 
also intend tv personally sacritice in tho-e 
temples, while En Ch‘ing, Li Jui, Chung 
Hsui, and Ying Chiin are commanded to 
sacrifice at the four minor altars, respec- 
tively, on that day. 


11th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chung Hsiu, Censor of the Shantung 
Circuit, denounces the effete organisation 
of the police force in the Northern City of 
the capital. In consequence of this state 
of affairs robberies and thefts occur there 
in constant succession without it ever 
happening that the police succeed 
in making a single arrest of the guilty. 
The inference to be drawn from this is that 
these very police are in active collusion 
with the robb rs and thieves themselves, 
ete. This is» lamentable state of affairs 
for the North City and plainly shows the 
utter uselessness of the m-n and officers of 
the police force of that city. What then 
are the police magisirates doing and what 
do they consider to be their proper duties 
in this respect? We are cxceedingly angry 
at being informed of this by the said 
Censor. We therefore command that 
the police gaolwarden, Sun Ch‘i-yung, 
be forthwith cashiered and dismissed from 
his post, and that the Commandant of the 
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Gendarmerie investigate the matter and 
denounce and report to us what punish- 
ment should be meted out to Captain Wang 
Lien-ch‘u, head of the police force in that 
quarter. The Board of Civil Appointments 
is commanded to take note thereon. 

(2) The said Board ‘is also commanded 
to investigate the revised list sent in to-day 
by the Censor of the Southern City, re- 
commending extraordinary rewards for the 
gentry and headmen of the said city who 
lately distinguished themselves by their 
energy and diligence in capturing a number 
of bad characters infesting the said district. 

(3) In February last the river at a place 
called Hsiaoshat‘an, or Small Sand Banks, 
dividing the two di-tricts of Lich‘éng and 
Ch‘angeh‘iu, Shantung, suddenly over- 
flowed its banks causing eventually two 
large gaps in the embankments at Hsiao- 
shat‘an and Huchiaku. Li Ping-heng, 
Governor of Shantung, immediately com- 
menced at the head of his subordinates 
to close thr two breaches and finally suc- 
ceeded in doing so on the 3rd instant. 
This is prompt and creditable work 
and in reply to a memorial received 
from the said Governor recommend- 
ing that extraordinary promotion be 
awarded to those of his military sub- 
ordinates who distinguished themselves by 
their vigilance, energy, and tact, we hereby 
command that in addition to the cancel- 
lation of the decree cashiering them in 
consequence of the above breaches, sundry 
promotions, with their original ranks as 
bases, be also given to the deserving officers 
in order to create emulation amongst all 
officials connected with river conservancy 
works. 


12th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We hare received the memorial of Pien 
Pao-ch‘uan, Viceroy of the Min-Ché pro- 
vinces, denouncing one T‘ang Hsi-chung, 
gaolward+n of the district magistracy of 
Ch'unganhsien, Fukien, whose culpable 
negligence caused the escape from prison 
of a notorious pirate named Cho Mao-lin, 
who was lying under sentence of death. 
The said Viceroy is to place the said gaol- 
warden under arrest as well as the rest 
of the gaolers under him in order to 
see whether the escape of the condemned 
was connived at by them in consideration 
of a bribe, or on some other account. The 
said gaolwarden is also to be first cashiered 
of his rank in order to reduce him to the 
common level when the time for his trial 
arrives. Aa for Tu Hsiu-ch‘un, the acting 
magistrate of Ch‘unganhsien, in whose 
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yamén the said pirate was confined, we 
hereby command that he be handed over 
to the Board of Civil Appointments for 
the determination of the usual penalty for 
not keeping a bet'er look-out over his own 
premises; at the same time the usual period 
of a hundred days is be given for the 
recapture of the escaped criminal, failing 
which the offending officials will be sub- 
jected to more severe punishment. 
13th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

We lave received the memorial of the 
Censor Sung Peh-lu, suggesting some 
radical changes in the balances and scales 
used in the various departments of revenue 
in the empire so as to make a standard 
system of weights for the whole country, 
and not as now, to allow each province, 
and even city, to use a special balance of 
its own at variance with every other place. 
In this way the said Censor seems to think 
that the government will be a gainer by 
adhering to a standard weight, etc. ‘The 
Board of Revenue is commanded to report 
thereon. 

No papers of interest. 

(1) Lien Shéng, the Police Censor of the 
Eastern City, and his colleagues, report 
that they have, in obedience to a previous 
edict, made outa list of names of the most, 
deserving of the gentry and police officials 
of the said Eastern City who have on various 
occasions displayed energy and vigilance in 
breaking up or bringing about the capture 
of various gangs of desperadves and banditti 
who had been using the said Eastern City 
asa base to raid upon the neighbouring 
townships and villages outside of Peking, 
The memorialists pray that the usual pro- 
motions may be granted to the officers and 
gentry set down in the said list, in order 
that due encouragement may be given to 
the public spirit displayed by them. We, 
therefore, command the Board of Civil 
Apprintments to scrutinise the said list 
and report thereon to us as to what pro- 
motions should be given to each of the 
persons named therein. 

(2) Ting Li-ying is appointed Supervising 
Censor of the Treasury of the Board of 

venue, 7.c., Keeper of the Seals. 

(3) Kuei Nien is appointed to go and 
investigate the affairs of the Manchu White 
Banner Corps organisation. 

15th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 

Appointing a large number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial adminis. 
trations. 

No papers of interest. 
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16th April. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


SUMMARY PUNISHMENT OF AN UNFILIAL 
PRINCE. 


(1) We received this morning a special 
edict from H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager 
Tzii-hsi-tuan-yii-k‘ang-yi, etc., etc., which 
we hasten to confirm. It is to the follow- 
ing effect :—‘*The Princess Fu Chin, 2nd 
Order, the Consort of the late Prince Fu 
Chin, has presented to us (the Empress- 
Dowager) a memorial complaining of the 
headstrong, wilful, and unfi'ial conduct of 
Prince Tsai Shu, 3rd Order (Beileh), her 
eldest son and the heir to his father’s estate. 
As a matter of fact he frequently showed 
contempt of his mother’s efforts to restrain 
his headstrong conduct and of late has 
wilfully shown disrespect in his daily bear- 
ing towards his widowed mother. For 
instance, the 10th instant was the birthday 
anniversary of the Princess Fu Chin. 
Instead of showing due filial piety by 
evincing an iuterest in or directing the 
proposed festivities to be beld in honour 
of the occasion, Prince Tsai Shu pretended 
to fall ill the day before and asked to 
be excused from participating in them, 
thereby evading certain important ceremo- 
nies which as the eldest son and head of 
the house he should have tried by every 
means in his power to perform, Then, to 
crownall, when our(the Empress-Dowager’s) 
birthday presents to his mother arrived at 
the Fu Chin Palace, Prince Tsai Shu 
made no attempt to appear and show his 
loyalty and re:pect for us, as well as thank- 
fulness for this mark of Imperial bounty 
tu his mother, by reverentially kneeling at 
the grand entrance of his Palace while the 
Imperial gifts were being borne within. 
Furthermore, neither did he worship at 
the tablets of his ancestors nor pay con- 
gratulatory obeisance before the image of 
his mother, which he should have done on 
such an occasion, evenif he had been con- 
siderably more ill than he pretended to be. 
In a word, this audacity, this contempt for 
the first principles of filial piety and loyal 
devotion to his parent has really gone be- 
yond bounds, and if we do not made a most 
severe example of the culprit we cannot 
expect to see dutiful and loyal conduct 
in others. Our (the Emperor's) sentence, 
therefore, is that Tsai Shu be fcrthwith 
stripped of his princely title and handed 
over to the Imperial Clan Court for the 
administration of eighty blows of the broad- 
bladed bamboo. He is then to be immured 
for ever within the four walls of an empty 
room. We hereby depute the carrying out 


of our sentence to Shih Tu, Prince of Li, 
Ist Order, who is the senior member of the 
Imperial Clan, and he is to see th«t the 
sentence be wholly carried out. As for 
the successor of Tsai Shu, we hereby leave 
the Princess Fu Chin herself to select 
the next heir to the late Prince Fu Chin 
and his estates. 

(2) T'ao Mu, Viceroy of Shen-Kan, re- 
ports that K‘uei Shun, Imperial Resident 
at Hsining, having received news of the 
death of one of his parents, asks permission 
to retire into mourning, and that some- 
one be appointed to succeed him. K‘uei 
Shun is hereby given 100 days’ leave of 
absence to enable him to return to his 
Banner Reservation and assume the usual 
mourning. Lien K‘uei is appointed Im- 
perial Resident pro tem. during K‘uei Shun’s 
absence. The Bvard concerned is to take 
note. : 

Note.—The period of mourning for a 
parent amongst the Manchus is 100 days ; 
for the Chinese it is 27 months. During 
these periods no mourner is allowed to 
hold substantive office which possesses an 
official seal—these seals whether gold, 
silver, copper, or wood are all made and 
engraved at the Board of Rites in Peking. 
Officials who have been discovered to have 
purposely delayed or omitted reporting to 
their superior officers the deaths of their 
parents, in order to get as much money 
as they can before retiring into enforced 
mourning, have not only lost their rank 
and posts entirely, but have even been 
banished to work as convicts on the post- 
roads in Manchuria, Mongolia, or Chinese 
Turkestan to atone for this greatest. of social 
crimes in Chinese estimation.—Tyanslator. 

(3) E-k 6-t‘ang-a, Tartar General of Féng- 
tien, Manchuria, denounces the careless- 
ness amounting to crime of a certain T‘ang 
Yii-ts‘ing, First Captain of the left batta- 
lion of the Rear Division of the Army of 
Féngtien. It appears that one Wang 
Chao-kuei, an expectant chihsien, or dis- 
trict magistrate of Shausi, was returning 
from Shansi to his native city of Liaoyang, 
and was sailing up the Liao river accom- 
panied by his family in three boats. Not 
many miles from Liaoyang some pirates 
had attacked the mandarin’s boats and 
after looting them had just rowed off, when 
the above-name Captain and a squadron 
of cavalry, whose duty it isto patrol the 
river for pirates, rode up along the river 
banks attracted by the noise on the river. 
Without making the least investigation as 
to who were the pirates and which were 
the plundered boats, the said Captain 
at once gave the order to his men to firt 
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into the latter, probably tuking them to be 
pirates. The above-named district Magis- 
trate fell at the first volley, while the real 
pirates escaped! This is most strange, 
and must be strictly enquired into. Let 
the said Captain be cashiered and handed 
over to the local authorities for trial and such 
ofhis menas were guilty of like carelessness, 
and let them be punished according to 
law. 

Note:—The above is an instance how 
affairs have sometimes to be falsified when 
reported to the Throne, for to tell the 
truth would have been fatal to some of the 
highest of the officials from Moukden to 
Liaoyang, where the murder took place. 
The only portion of the above decree 
which was true was about the Shansi 
magistrate returning to his native city of 
Liaoyang. Asa matter of fact, it seems that 
the val pirates were the Captain and his 
patrol. But to acknowledge this to 
the Emperor would have been equiva- 
lent to acknowledging that all the 
troops in Féngtie» were pirates and robbers, 
and the General himself the greatest of them 
all! In such a case quite a number of heads 
would have to fall before the Emperor’s 
wrath could be appeased, while the lightest 
punishment would have been banishment. 
A similar case happened in Honan some 
thirty odd years »go when Mei Cli‘i-chao 
was Governor. Thirty-three men were be- 
headed, incluiling the Taotai, prefects, etc., 
of the Intendancy where the murder took 
place, while the Governor aud Provincial 
Treasurer were exiled. The Judge 
happened, luckily for him, to be in Peking 
at the time or he also would have been 
banished. A Censor passing by the scene 
of the murder en vote for Peking learned 
the whole story from the survivors, and 
r-ported the matter to the Throne with the 
above result. In the case under review 
there was no Censor, The Captain and four 
of his men were eventually beheaded by the 
river side on the identical spot of the 
robbery and murder. A compensation of Tls. 
3,000 was also given as solatium to the 
deceased mandarin’s family.— Translator. 

(4) The other day we seut Ch‘ung Hsi 
to investigate the alleged frauds per- 
petrated by the officers in charge of the 
Iinperial herds and stud preserves in 
Mongolia, in collusion with those in charge 
of the Imperial mews at Peking. The 
said Ch'ung Hsi new hands in a list of 
names against whem certain charges have 
been proved, We hereby command the 
Board of Punishments to arrest these men 
and to sentence the yuilty according 
to the laws of the land, 


17th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


P‘u Lun is appointed Director of the 
Board of Music. 


18th April. 
No papers of interest, 
19th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Court of Sacrificial Worship an 
nounces that the 6th of May next will 
be the day for the aunual sacrifices to 
the Bounteous Harvests, We hereby com- 
mand Prince Tsai Hsiiu to examine the 
sacrificial animals, aud the Vice-President 
K’un Hsiu is commanded to superintend 
their slaughter before the altars. 

20th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Mu Ch‘i-hsien is appointed Taotai of 
the Ka‘i-Kuei-Ch‘en-hsii Intendancy of 
Honan province. 

(2) We have this day received the in- 
structions of H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager 
stating Her Majesty’s sympathetic com- 
passion for the sufferings of the famine- 
stricken people of the districts belonging 
to the Ch‘uantung Intendancy of Szechuan 
(East Szechuan), as well as for those in the 
Western portion of Hupeh province who 
are suffering ina similar manner, The rea. 
son for this scarcity of grain and con- 
sequent famine is alleged to be a pre- 
ponderating fall of rain in the autumn uf 
last year, while in the winter following the 


“weather was too dry and without snow. 


H. I. M. the Empress-Dowager, wishing 
to show her compassion in a substantial 
way, commands, and we hereby confirm 
her order, that the sum of ‘ls. 100,000 for 
Szechuan and Tis. 50,000 for Hupeh be 
drawn from the Treasury of the Privy 
Purse and remitted post-has'e to Lu 
Ch‘uan-lin and Chang Chih-tung, Viceroys 
of Szechuan and the Hukuang provinces, 
respectively, who are hereby commanied 
to make all speed to send relief where 
it is most needed within their jurisdiction, 
In this way Her Imperial Majesty 
hopes that she may he instrumental in 
saving some of her faithful subjects’ lives, 
In supplementing Her Majesty’s commands 
we would exhort the said Viceroys to 
deserve the confidence Her Majesty places 
in them and supplement the sympathy and 
compassion the Empress-Dowayver has for 
our ‘‘black-haired”’ subjects by onergetically 
and carefully carrying through the plans of 
relief in aid ‘of the distrussed agriculturistss 
vE these-two provinces. For this is most 


important and the only way in which the 
people can partake of the Imperial bounty. 


21st April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


_ The Commandant of the Gendarmerie re- 
ports the arrest of a notorious rowdy and 
swindler named Li Fu-ming, who has this 
time been caught for trying to gull Pe- 
kingites into the belief that he has been 
authorised by the Board of Revenue to 
collect money for shares in the proposed 
railway between Peking and Hankow. 
The said Li Fu-ming tried two years ago 
to run a steam flour mill in Peking in 
opposition to the local mills worked by 
manual or animal labour. For this inter- 
ference with the daily subsistence of the 
poor of Peking we cashiered him of his 
degree of military chwjén, and furthermore 
ordered him to be deported to his native 
town where the local officials were to hold 
him under strict surveillance. But the 
said ex-chujén has surreptitiously returned 
to swindle the people of Peking again, and 
he has even printed certain regulations, 
etc., about building railwaysin order to 
give a better colouring to his specious 
attacks on the purses of the super-ignorant. 
This is really a serious crime against the 
laws of the country and should by 
no means be permitted. We hereby 
command the said Commandant to hand the 
said swindler to the Board of Punishments, 
which is commanded to strictly try the man 
and punish him according to the laws of 
the realm, 
22nd April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hu P‘ing-chih, Governor of Shansi, 
reports that he has after careful examina- 
tion recently brought to light a number 
of frauds perpetrated by the late cashiered 
Shen Yii-ties, while he held the important 
post of acting Brigadier-General of Tatung, 
Shansi. It appears that the deceased had 
before his death taken a _ systematic 
percentage out of every article of expendi- 
ture he had the authority and power to 
make throughout the whole extent of his 
military circuit, such as extracting a regular 
percentage from the pay of hie troops; 
from the prices of horses ; from repairing 
and building barracks and camps, etc. It 
is‘necessary, of course, to recover the above 
sums ; but, as, upon investigation, it has 
transpired that the deceased has left no pro- 
perty cither in the provincial capital nor at 
Tatung, memorialist suggests that enquiries 
shall be made in his native province of 
Hunan to see what property is still left 
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belonging to his estates there, and, if any, 
that it should be confiscated and sold on 
account of ‘the Shansi provincial exchequer 
which has suffered through the conduct of 
the cashiered general. Again, it has been 
affirmed that the son-in-law of the deceased, 
namely the cashiered prefectural recorder 
Chia Yu-ch‘ien, when his father-in-law 
was alive held the post of chief accountant 
in his yamén and naturally handled the 
most part of the immense sums stolen 
by the deceased ex-general. Upon enquiry, 
however, there is no clue to the missing 
son-in-law who has disap- peared com- 
pletely, leaving no trace behind him in 
Shansi and its neighbouring provinces. 
Hence it will be a most difficult task to find 
him and make him disgorge his plunder, 
etc. We hereby command on the one hand 
that dispatches be sent to every Viceroy 
and Governor of the Empire containing 
a delineation of the ex-recorder, and on the 
other, that Ch‘en Pao-chen, the Governor 
of Hunan, be commanded to search for the 
estate of the dead ex-general and to 
confiscate it as already stated. 

(2) As we have sent Yung Lung out ona 
special mission, we hereby command P‘éng 
Shou to act as Lieutenant-General of the 
Yellow Hanchun Banner Corps, ad interim, 
and Ling Ngeh is to act as Lieutenant- 
General of the Bordered Red Mongol 
Banner Corps ad interim during Yung 
Lung’s absence. 


23rd April. 
1MPERIAL DECREE, 
Yang Kuo-ting is appointed Brigadier 
General of the Chenyuan Military Division 
of Kueichou province, 


24th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the memorial of 
the Assistant Grand Secretary, Li Hung- 
tsao, President of the Board of Civil 
Appointments, beseeching an extension of 
his leave owing to his maladies still linger- 
ng with him and also that some one be 
appointed to act as President of the 
Board of Civil Appointments for him 
ad interim. We hereby grant Li 
Hung-tsao another menth’s leave from 
his duties with the advice not to be flurried 
about his sickness, but to keep cnol and 
quiet, with a determination to get con- 
valescent by securing perfect rest free 
from the toils and worries of office. We 
therefore command Sun Chia-nai to act for 
Li Hung-tsao at the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments until he is perfectly convalescent 
and strong. 
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(2) Ch‘ang En, Deputy Military Gover- 
norand Manchu Brigadier-General of Hang- 
chow, reports that as he has filled his 
present post for two consecutive terms he 
wishes to be permitted to go up to Peking 
for an audience with us. Now it has always 
been the custom for Tartar Generals and 
Manchu Brigadier-General. to write their 
memorials in the Manchu language when 
they wish to ask for an audience, but it 
seems that the present memorial 14 written 
entirely in Chinese, which is therefore a 
decided breach of etiquette. Ch‘ang En is 
hereby turned over to the Board of War 
for the determination of an adequate 
penalty. 

(3) Li Ping-héng, Governor of Shan- 
tung, asks that punishment may be 
meted out to Chang Shang-ta, the 
retiring Taotai of the Chi-tung-t‘ai-wu- 
lin Intendancy of Shantung, on the follow- 
ing grounds :—When the accused had the 
chief control over the Yellow River Con- 
servation Bureau he used to take advantage 
of his position to sell appointments to those 
who could pay for them, in preference to 
those who had the ability but were minus 
the means of buying his favour. Hence, as 
an excuse lo receive presen's he would 
make all these asprran's acknowledge him 
as their patron so that positions for mak- 
ing money could be secretly sold to the 
highest bidder. Further, the accused used 
to demand and pocket large percentages 
from material bought by his agents such as 
timber, poles, matting, ete., etc. Now if 
we allow such barefaced conduct like that 
narrated by the said Governor to go un- 
punished others will be following in the 
accused oflicial’s footstep: and it will be 
hard to prevent such conduct in the future, 
We therefore command Ching Shang: ta to 
be forthwith cashiered as a warning to 
others. The Board of Civil Appointmen s 
is to take note. 


25th and 26th April. 
No papers of importance. 


27th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

E-k ‘6-t‘ang-&, Tartar General and Mil- 
itary Governor, and Chung Lin, Civil 
Governor of Féngtien, Manchuria, have 
sent us a joint report of the repairs needed 
for the ‘‘ ternal” Mausolea—the last 
abiding places of our Imperial ancestors. 
The Grand Reception Halls require con- 
siderable repairs aud the grass lawns in 
front must also be returfed, while the 


pavilions on either side of the landing | 


places of tho artificial rivers must be 


completely overhauled. The memorialists 
request that the Imperial Astronomical 
Board may be commanded to select an 
auspicious day for the commencement of 
this important work, etc. We hereby 
command the said Board to choose at once 
the lucky day and inform the memorialists 
as speedily as possible in order that no 
time may be lost over the work. On the 
other hand the memorialists are to see that 
every little work is done in a thoroughly 
workmanlike manner and not in that 
shoddy way which looks gorgeous and hand- 
some at first sight but which can never 
last long. As for the funds to he raised 
let it be as recommended by the me- 
morialists which the Board of Revenue is 
to take note of, 
28th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

With reference to the memorial of the 
Censor Li Ttiao-ying euggesting that a 
regular account may be kept of the matters 
referred from time to time by the Throne to 
the various provincia] high authorities for 
report thereon and that at the end of each 
year a summary for that year be sent up to 
Peking to be placed on record, we hereby 
command the various Viceroys and Go- 
vernors to pay strict attention to this 
regulation and that they make no delay in 
sending us their several reports on sub- 
jects sent to them for deliberation. Fur. 
ther, they are to make a summary of these 
Sime reports at the end of each year, and 
must know also that we cannot allow in 
the future any more delay in sending the 
said summaries for record and reference, 


29th April. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Making various changes in the 
Censorial and Hanlin departments and 
appointing a number of officials to the 
various provincial administrations, the 
candidates being over-time metropolitan 
officers who have to make way for younger 
and more energetic aspirants for fume. 

(2) Shou Shu is appointed acting Com- 
mandant of the Peking Gendamerie during 
the absence of Jung Lu who has been sent 
on a special mission. 

30th April. 
No papers of interest. 


Ist May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 
(1) We received the other day a 


memorial from the Hanlin Reader, Chi 
Ch‘eng, denouncing one Pa-ta-ma.-’rh-ao- 
sz-'rh, a new Mongol noble, who before 
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receiving the Imperial confirmation to his 
new rank, on the death of his father, had 
the audacity to act as if he had already 
been confirmed in his new nobility, and 
appointed his. own followers to take 
possession of the various posts in his gift, 
etc. We accordingly referred the case to 
Shou Ying, the Captain-General of the 
Banner Corps of the said Mongol noble, with 
_ instructions to investigate and report t» 
us. The report of the said Captain-General 
is now before us, to the effect that although 
he cannot find proofs of the accused, 
who is a Mongol noble of the East Banner 
of the Alachcin league, having established 
any illegal tribunals or issued orders for 
the extortion of money from those under 
his jurisdiction before his rank was con- 
firmed by the Throne, yet the said noble 
has been proved to have given commissions, 
in military rank, to his followers and 
slaves, which is illegal, etc. We, therefore, 
command the said Mongol to be cashiered 
of his rank as a punishment for being too 
premature in assuming the privileges ef 
his rank before receiving recognition from 
the Throne. Again, with reference to the 
complaint that every new Mong! noble 
assuming his rank never fails to require 
certain illegal fees from his subordinates, 
we hereby decree that from henceforth no 
such fees are to be paid, and that if in 
future nobles are found demaniing or 
accepting such fees they are to be forth- 
with severely denounced and punished 
therefor. The Mongolian Supvrinten- 
dency is hereby commanded to take special 
note. 

(2) We have received the memorial of 
Ch‘en Pao-chén, Governor of Hunan, re- 
porting the death of Liu Ming-ch‘éng, an 
expectant Provincial Commander-in-Cnief, 
and formerlya Brigadier-General in Hunan, 
and regret to Jearn the loss of such a 
faithful servant. The deceased was an 
officer under the late Marquis ‘I'so and 
served in the campaigns against the Taiping 
Rebels and Kansu Mahommedans, during 
which he obtained a brilliant record. 
As a reward, therefere, of his loyal 
services we hereby command that his 
military deeds be entered into the dynastic 
history by the State Histeriographer’s 
Bureau and that an extraordinary govern- 
ment grant be given to the deceased 
General’s family for his funeral expenses, 
ete., 

(3) A decree confirming the degradation, 
dismissal, and cashiering of a large number 
of local officials of Chihli_ as recommended 
by Wang Wen-shac, Viceroy vf that 
province, 


(4) Li Chao-hui is appointed Senior Di- 
rector, and Wa Shu-mei, Junior Director, 
of the Supervisorate of Instruction of the 
Heir Apparent. 


(5) We hereby appoint the 16th instant 
as the day for the examination of those who 
desire to be appointed as Literary Chan- 
cellors to the provinces during the current 
year, The place of examination will be 
the Pacho Throne-hall. 


2nd May. 
No papers of interest. 
3rd May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ting Chih-ehih is appointed Super- 
vising Censor and Keeper of the Seal of the 
Treasury of the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments. 

(2) The Imperial Clan Court reports 
that Prince I Mu, 4th Order, has presented 
a memorial praying to be allowed to adopt 
Tsai Tfao, a son of a Duke of the Imperial 
lineage. to be the former’s son and heir, 
ete. The prayer is granted and Tsai Tho 
shall now be recognised in the future as the 
son of the sid Prince. 


4th May. 
IMPERIAL DUCREK. 


We have received a memorial from the 
Censor, Chou Ch‘eng-kuang, exposing the 
way the povincidl vfticials have in dealing 
with robbery aud murder cases brought to 
their notice, and complaining «f the illegal 
tortures prevalent in their ayaméns, ete. 
Now, whenever such c»ses come before 
these ofticials, it should be their duty to 
enquire into them as soon as possible in 
order that our subjects, the common 
people, may not suffer through delay and 
procrastination in dealing with them. 
Instead of this, however, the said Censor, 
rtates that the officials delight in precras- 
tination and seek complications by such 
delays. Then illegal tortures are used to 
compel witnesses, etc., to acknowledge what 
the presiding magistr«tes want them to say, 
in consequence of which justice is often mis- 
carried, e'c.. We would therefore impress 
upon the Viceroys and Governors of pro- 
vinces to exhort their Provincial Judges to 
exercise vivilanc+ in discovering such frauds 
against justice and to severely denounce 
the officials guilty of such conduct ; at the 
same lime, the latter must be exhorted to 
reform their ways of treating such cases 
in order that there may be us cause for 
future cumplain's to us. 
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5th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial adminis- 
trations. ; . . 

(2) Huang Chiin-lung is appointed Police 
Censor of the Middle City of Peking. 

(3) Wang Chao-lin is appointed assistant 
police magistrate of the Western City of 
Peking. 

No papers of interest. 

- 6th May. 
MODERN FIREARMS AND STEAMERS REQUIRED 
IN MANCHURIA, - 

E-k ‘6-1 ‘ang-4, Tartar-General of Féng- 
tien, Manchuria, rep--rts that owing to the 
disgraceful state of the ordnance depart- 
ment of his province, and the uselessness 
of the riverine navy, the duty of which 
is to patrol the waters of Féngtien after 

irates an! smugglers, he has been ¢-m- 
pelled to send this special memorial ask- 
ing to be allowed to buy the necessary 
modern armaments and steamers required 
in his province as the first step towards 
securing peace and tranquillity in Man- 
churia, which, since the recent war, has 
been made the rendezvous for whole- 
sale brigandage and piracy. In former 
times a Viceroy, Governor, or Tavtar- 
General was privileged to make his own 
purchases on his own responsibility and 
to send his deputies to Tientsin or Shang- 
hai to enter into contracts with foreign 
firms in the name of the province sending 
them. But as there is now in force an 
Imperial decree commanding all provinci.l 
authorities in need of foreign arms, ma- 
chinery, ships, etc., to report the matter 
to the Throne first, and, if favourable, to 
first apply to the Ordnance Bureaux and 
Naval Depéts of the Nanyang and Peiyang 
administrations and the Hupeh Ironworks, 
etc., for the things required, and not until 
it was found that these administra‘ ions 
could not furnish them were Viceroys and 
Governors of provinces permitted to ask 
permission of the Throne to order modern 
firearms and ships of war from abroad. 
The )rocedure then was to communicate 
with the Viceroys of the two adminis! rations 
who would then write on the applicants’ 
behalf to the Ministers stationed in foreign 
countries to order these matters for them. 
“The provincil high authorities,” con- 
tinues the decree in question, ‘* shallnot be 
allowed to send their own deputies to ths 
Treaty ports to make contracts and give 
orders for their respective governments, 
etc.” Now the state of affaira as found by 
memorialist since his arrival in Féngtien is 


as follows:—We have the men, but have 
not a sufficiency of breech-loading modern 
fire-arms and ammunition. Modern arms of 
precision are getting improved upon, day 
by day, and those firing smokeless powder 
are the best according to the experience 
of the memorialist. Féngtien province 
theref.re needs a sufficiency of these arms 
of precision in order to provide against 
future contingencies. Owing to their ex- 
pense, these new arms need not be used 
by the troops in their daily drills, but 
when danger appears these rifles should 
by all means be placed in their hands. The 
memorialist bought a few years ago several 
hundred small-bore magazine rifles with 
a certain limited quantity of smokeless 
cartridges for them, and they proved most 
satisfactory to the troops (during the 
late war). But this sort of ammunition 
was soon exhausted so that memorialist 
was left in a dilemma. He therefore, 
communicated at once with a foreign 
firm for a supply of the requisite am- 
munition; but up to the present mo- 
ment the ammunition has not arrived at 
Moukden owing probably to the great 
difficulty of transport and expense of first 
co-t, So far the rifles are so much dead 
loss to memorialist without the requisite 
ammunition and it is most important to 
remedy this so that the rifles may not be 
found wanting in times of emergency and 
danger. Of course the territorial battalions 
of the province are provided with some 
kind of firearms, but these are only a 
limited quantity of antiquated matchlocks 
and two-men jingals—utterly useless in 
modern warfare, as memorialist has found 
by experience. The question now is to 
properly arm our Manchurian troops with 
good arms and ammunition and to drill 
them thoroughly in their use. [The me- 
morialist is the famous Tartar General 
I, whose troops were so favourably report- 
ed upon by the Japanese officers in the 
vicinity of Fénghuangcehéng in the Yalu 
Valley during the late war.—T'ranslator,] 
The main question, however, was that of 
finance. Where was the money to come 
from to arm the troops in such a thorouch 
manuer? Memorialist, after due consulta- 
tion with his sub rdinates, finds that there 
is a scale of rewards in rank, ete,, 
given to any person contributing money 
to the provincial government, and persons 
holding a certain military rank in the 
Tartar or Chinese army can easily buy 
promotion by paying money to the ex- 
chequer for the purchase of arms and 
ammunition. In this way, therefore. 
memorialist has been able to raise a goodly 
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sum which is being constantly increased, 
which he is now prepared to expend 
on the great purpose he has in view. 
Memorialist granted an audience, recently, 
to a certain foreign arms merchant in 
Moukden who informed him that he (the 
merchant) had with him 400,000 smoke- 
less cartridges for small bore Mauser rifles; 
5,000 single-fire Mausers for infantry, and 
1,200,000 cartridges for them. He also 
said he had also on the way ont 
one million smokeless cartridges for the 
small-bore Mannlicher magazine rifles, and 
further stated that he had with him 2,180 
infantry Mannlichers, with sh rt bayonets, 
the balance of a contract with the Pei- 
yang administration. The said merchant 
then offered to sell the whole of the 
above to the memorialist. The latter, 
finding that the price charged fur the 
Munnlichers was extremely moderate, ac- 
cordingly made arrangements with the 
said merchant to purchase the whole Jot 
offered him in order to provide for future 
emergencies, aud he (memorialist) asks the 
sanction of the Throne to this. Again, 


the main rivers of Féngtien which con- ’ 


stitute the Great Liao, the Hun, and 
the T‘aichih, rivers,.have an expanse 
stretching and winding through the country 
to a distance of many thousands of Ui. 
Every year, in the spring, summer and 
autumn, these rivers risa to an abnormal 
height enabling numerous grain junks, etc., 
to sail up and down the province. Owing 
to this piracy is quite frequent in these 
waters, but owing to the antiquated and 
rotten state of the inland war-junks, the 
latter are never able t» catch the pirates 
and their swift craft who easily outstrip 
the former whenever a chase is attempt- 
ed after the complet‘on of a piracy. 
In some cases piratical junks have been 
known to simula'e the mandarin junks 
and thus come suddenly and unawares 
upon the trading craft, much to the detri- 
ment of the latter who often accused the 
naval people of committing piracy. Hence 
memorialist has decided to buy, to com- 
mence with, one swift steam launch to 
cruise especially after pirates in the rivers 
named above. If the price demanded for 
these seam launches be reasonable memo- 
rialist intends to buy two of them, if 
possible, In » word the smokeless car- 
tridges, the Mannlichers and Mausers 
and their ammunition and the steam 
launches noted ahove are matters indis- 
penaable, at present, to Féngtien province, 
and further, as memorialist wilt be able to 
buy them all out of the funds raised by 
him without touching the exchequer proper 


of the province, he hopes his Majesty will 
grant him the necessary sanction to 
complete the purchase without delay.— 
Rescript: Let the Boards concerned take 


note. 
7th May. 
No papers of inter.st. 
8th May. 


THD BUILDING OF THE TELEGRAPH LINE 
IN CHINESE TURKESTAN. 

Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, T‘ao 
Mu, Viceroy of Shen-Kan, and Jao Ying- 
chi, Governor of Chinese Turkestan, 
jointly present an account of expenses 
incurred in construc ing a t-legraph line in 
Chinese Turkestan, beginning from the city 
of Turfan, not far from Hawi, outside 
the Great Wal], and passing through the 
cities of Kharashar, K‘uch’é, Maralbashi, 
and thence to the old city — of 
Kashgar, a distance «f 2,881 Ji in a 
straight line. All there cities are south 
of the Tienshan or Celestial Mountains, 
which divide Kuldja from Ko shyaria. The 
Imperial sanction for the line was given in 
January, 1893, and it was completed in 
February, 1895, including a stoppage of two 
months in Aksu, owing to the severity of 
the winter which precluded outdoor work. 
The appropriation for the Kashgarian tele- 
graph line amounted to ‘Ils. 284,000. old, 
equally divided b-tween the special funds 
reserved in the Shanghsi Customs Bank 
for the Embassies abroad, and the fixed 
deposit of the Admiralty (now defunct) 
at Peking. The sums actually expend- 
ed amounted to ‘ls. 61,506, od, for 
telegraph wire from abroad ; Ts. 109,140, 
odd, for cost of surveys, transport of 
materials by water and land, and the pay of 
the coolies attached thereto; Tls. 18,207, 
odd, pay of surveyors and officers and 
cons'ruction staff; Ts. 2,278, old, for 
new telegraph stations, and Ts. 33,774, 
odd, for cost of timber and telegraph 
poles—this last, however, should be paid 
by the local authorities of Kashgaria—or 
a total amount expended on this work of 
Ts. 225,607, odd, leaving a balance of 
over Ts. 54,000, still in the hands of the 
Kashgarian government which will be 
brought forward oa account of the ex- 
tension of the telegraph line into Kuldja 
from Tihuafu, the provincial capital.— 
Rescript: Let the Bourds of Wur, Revenne, 
and Worl: take note. 

‘wo more memorials by the same high 
officers reporting the amounts expended in 
buildiny telegraph lines between Shuchou, 
near the western extremity of the Great 
Wall, to Tihuafu (Urumtsi), the capital of 
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Chinese Turkestan, a distance of 2,069 1 
in astraight line between the two points—a 
most difficult work over hill and dale and 
across the great Kansu desert called Gobi. 
The amount used for this line, which in- 
cludes several minor branches connecting 
myportant commercial or military centres, 
en voute, was Ts. 173,653, odd. The Kuldja 
line, a distance of 1,130 Ii, cost a total of 
Tis. 82,301, odd. 


9th May. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty the Emperor will grant an 
audience to the new Austrian Minister Chi 
Kan in the Wéuhua Throne-hall to-morrow 
forenoon, 

No papers of inter. st. 


10th May. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

His Majesty granted a special audience 
this morning tn the Wénhua Throne-hall to 
H.E. Chi Kan, Austro-Hungarian Minister 
tu Peking. ; 

IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch‘ung K‘uan is appointed a Sub- 
chancellor of the Grand Secretariat, with 
the brevet rank of a Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites. 

(2) We received a memorial from Su Lu- 
tai, Brigadé General at Kupeik‘ou (an 
entrance in the eastern part of the 
Great Wall), reporting that several Ban- 
ner troopers under his command have 
been in the habit of receiving double 
rations and Banner allowances owing to 
the carelessness of the officers of their 
regiments. We hereby command that the 
officers culpably negligent in this matter 
be handed to the Board of War for the 
determinat’on of adequate penalties [names 
given], and further, that in view of the 
above discovery it is probable that such 
drawing of double rations, etc., cannot 
be an uncommon thing amongst the 
Banner garrisons throughout the Empire, 
We therefore command all the Manchu 
generals commanding our Banner troops to 
make all proper investigation into this 
matter and report at once to us. 

lith May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


We received this morning a report from 
the Commandant of the Peking Gendar- 
merie announcing the capture, in conjunc- 
tion with Hu Liang-chi, district magis- 
trate of Heienhsien, Chihli (formerly a 
favourite civil Aide or Usher of Li Hung- 
chang when the latter was Viceroy of 
Chihli—Translator), of three members of a 


small gang of bandits who hd been infest- 
ing the said magistrate’s territory, and 
who, on the present occasion, had been 
raiding a hamlet, various members of 
which had been seriously wounded by the 
taid bandits. We hereby command that 
the captured robbers be at once handed over 
to the Board of Punishments for trial and 
punishment according to the laws of the 
land, and further, that after the case has 
been dealt with as above, the conduct 
of the energetic magistrate above-named 
be presented to us in the usual report, in 
order that proper recognition may be given 
of such conduct which, of late, has been 
quite rare amongst local authorities in 
Chihli and elsewhere. 


12th May. 
IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Li Hsing-jui, former Salt Comptroller of 
the Ch‘anglu Circuit of Chihli and Honan, 
and Provincial Judge-designate of Fukien 
vice Chang Tséng-yang resigned, was 
received in farewall audience this morning 
by his Majesty in the Grand Council 
Chamber. During the audience, the new 
Judge asked and received permissien to 
visit his home before proceeding to his 
new post—a month’s leave being granted 
him for the purpose by the Empeaor. 


THE CHINESE OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE 
RECENT NAHOMMEDAN REBELLION 
IN KANSU. 

T'ao Mu, Viceroy of the Shen-Kan 
provinces, sends to the Throne a report as 
follows :—About the middle of June, 1895, 
the Grand Council transmitted by telegraph 
an edict of his Majesty stating that on that 
morning a certain Censor had memorialised 
that the origin of the Mahommedan Re- 
bellion in Kansu was really due to a 
religious struggle for supremacy in the city 
of Hsiinhua, amongst a sect called the 
Sayeds. The contestants applied to the 


- local department magistrate for redress 


and justice. Instead of giving the justice 
prayed for the local magistrate demanded 


Toney from the litigants Wefore he would 


decide! Naturally, this gave grave cause 
for discontent amongst b th parties, with 
the result that when the mandarins tried 
to enforce the law to maintain order, the 
flame of iusurrection began to burn fiercely 
at once, spreading throughout the province. 
Owing to the preliminary successes of the 
insurgents, the trouble resulted in a wide- 
spread and very serious rebellion. ‘* The 
man who was the cause of all this,” re- 
taarked the said Censor, *‘ was Ch'én 


Chiing-lin, judicial commissary of Hsiin- 
hua who was then also acting sub-prefect 
of that city.” His Majesty therefore com- 
manded the then Viceroy of Shen-Kan 
(Yang Ch‘ang-chiin) to have the official so 
denounced arrested at once, and brought 
to trial in order that a proper investi- 
gation might be made of the matter, and 
future causes of discontent amongst the 
Mah. -mmedans of Kansu guarded against, 
etc. In view of the said edict, the 
said Viceroy Yang at once caxchiered 
Ch‘en Ch‘ing-lin and ordered him to be 
brought with all haste to the provincial 
capital, Lanchou, for trial. When the 
accused official was brought to the pro- 
vincial capital, he was at once placed 
under the charge of the senior prefect 
(prefect of Lanchou) who had orders to 
make a strictly impartial investigation of 
the case. At this juncture owing to the 
seriousness of the rebellion and the need 
of every officisl to concert measures of 
defence and supply regarding the city of 
Lanchou which was threatened by the 
rebels, there was no leisure to attend to 
the accused ofticial’s case. Hsiinhua was 
also clvsely besieged by the rebels by this 
time, and the sub-prefect murdered by 
them, With the relief of Hsiintiua by the 
Imperial armies, however, the crisis was 
passed, and shortly afterwards the acting 
sub-prefect, Aoyang Lo-ts‘ing, reported 
the capture by him of some of the principal 
Mahommedans concerned in the above 
case, namely, the hereditary Mahommedan 
commissaries of justice, Han Ch‘i-chung 
and Han Ying-lu, and certain other 
witnesses, viz:—Han “ Liu-ké” (or Han, 
the sixth child,) and Han ‘‘ Ch‘i-shih-erh” 
(or Han ‘72 catties,” apparently alluding 
to a time when he weighed 72 cat-ies). 
These men were sent under strong escort 
to Lanchou by the said acting sub-prefect 
and handed over to the provincial au- 
thoritis. After sever» trials before a joint 
court consisting of Tséng Ho, Provincial 
‘ Treasurer, and Chou Sui, acting Provincial 
Judge, the following evidence was taken, 
which las been confirmed by a eubs«quent 
trial before the memorialist in person. 
The accused official, namely, Ch‘én Uh ‘ing- 
lin, isa uative of S. T‘ungchou, province of 
Kiangsu. Six years ago, he was promoted 
from the gaol-wardenship of Suitinghsien 
to the post «f judicial commissary of 
Hsiinhua. During March, 1894, there 
occurred a schism in the Maliommedan 
‘mosques «f Hsiinhua wherein Han Nourli, 
‘head Mollah of what is called the old sect, 
and Han Lao-szu (Han Number 4) head 
Mollah of the new sect, while holdinga 
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violent debate one day, came to blows 
with each «ther, supported by their 
respective followers, resulting eventually 
in a mutual plundering and burning of 
each others’ villages, ete. Although Han 
Ch‘i-chung, the hereditary Mahommedan 
commiss»ry vf justice, tried his best to 
heal the breach between the two parties, 
the fanatics on each side were too strong 
in numbers to lixten to reason, and 
so recourse was had to the sub-prefect, 
namely, the late Ch‘ang Kény (who was 
murdered by the fanatics in the beginning of 
the rebellion—Translator). Ch‘ang Kéng, 
on being informed of how matters stood 
by the said Mahommedan commissary of 
justice, at once summoned the recalcitrant 
Mollahs before his court. No one, however, 
attended the summons. But in Septem- 
ber of that year (1894) Han Nourli, Mollah 
of the old sect, sent several persons in 
succession to the sub-prefect praying for 
mercy. Ch‘ang Kéng, however, refused 
to entertain the plea without an enquiry of 
some sort. One «f the present witnesses, 
namely Han ‘‘72 catties,” and another 
man were then sent t» Haining to bee the 
prefect there tv use his influence in making 
his subordinate, the Hstinhua sub-prefect, 
tke no more notice of the case. 
The said prefect, however, sent these two 
men under escort 'o the Hsiinhua sub- 
prefect, to be dealt with by the latter, 
who thereupon imprisoned the men. The 
following month (October) Ch‘ang Kéng 
supported by a military force went several 
times in person to the Mahommedan 
villages outside the city and even:ually 
arrested both of the Mollahs and seven 
[names given] of their immediate clansmen. 
(They all belonged apparen'ly to one clan, 
the Han.—Trauslator.) While the case 
was being tried before the late sub-prefect, 
a Mahommedan chief named Ma Kun- 
liang, of Hochou, suddenly appeared with 
a strong force of mounted Mahommedans 
and getting hold of the two hereditary 
Mahommedan commissaries of justice 
of Hsiinhua, compelled them to go with 
him to the sub-prefect’s yamén to demand 
bail for the prisoners in order to ensble 
them to settle their differences out of 
Court. The late sub-prefect, over-awed by 
the armed rebels, gave his consent and 
released the prisoners. Shortly afterwards 
Ch‘ang Kéng died. 

Note :—The real story, however, was that 
the Mahommedan chief from Hochou broke 
open the Hsiinhua gaol and released his 
fellow-religionists and murdered the sub- 
prefect Ch‘ang Kéng, a Manchu, who had 
refused to allow bail without a substantial 
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bribe, which the Mahommedanus were too 
poor to give ; otherwise the case would have 
been finished long ago an! possibly a re- 
bellion averted. This is substantially what 
was given in an official despatch from 
Kansu and translated in the North-China 
Daily News some time in November or 
December, 1894, and afterwards corroborat- 
ed by the Censor who denounced the Hsiin- 
hua officials as the primary cause of the 
Mahommedan rebellion of 1894, 1895, and 
1896 in Kansu.—Translator. 

Upon the death of Ch‘ang Kéng, the 
accused «fficinl under review, the judicial 
commissary (Ch‘en Ch ‘ing-lin) was appoint- 
ed acting sub-prefect. But in the mean- 
time the two sects began fighting amongst 
themselves again, and created such dis- 
turbances in and around the city that the 
‘said Ch‘en Ching-lin was on the point of 
petitioning for more troops from Lanchou 
when the whole province began to fill with 
rebels who pillaged and burned wherever 
they went. Hsiinhua was besieged by the 
rebels and all communication with the out- 
side world cut off. After the relief of 
Hsiinhus was accomplished in the follow- 
ing year the accused officer was at once 
ordered to appear at Lanchou for trial. 
From the evidence obtained, memorialist 
is of opinion that it was the late sub- 
prefect Ch‘ang Kéng’s permitting the 
head Mollahs and their followers to be 
bailed out that caused the insurrection in 
Hsiinhua, with which the accused official 
at that time had nothing to do. The 
Mahommedan hereditary commissaries of 
justice, Han Ch‘i-chung and Han Ying-lu, 
proved themselves loyal to the State during 
the rebellion. Hence the above three 
officials cannot be said to have caused the 
rebellion which ensued. The Mollahs, on 
the other hand, who began the trouble 
have all been slain or executed, in the 
meimwhile, fr their participation in the 
rebellion, and those who were really the 
cause of all the trouble are now dead, 
hence there is no necessity of going further 
into the matter.—Rescript : Approved. 


13th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chiang Yiin-lung, Brigadier-General 
of the Yen-Sui Military Circuit of Shensi, 
and Huang Wan-p‘eng, Brigadier-General 
of the Aksu Military Circuit of Kashgaria, 
are commanded to resign their posts and 
come up to Peking and report at the Board 
of War for an audience. 

(2) Ts‘ing P‘o, prefect of P‘uchou, 
Shansi; P‘ang Hsi, prefect of Liangchou, 
Kansu ; and Wén Huan, prefect of Héng- 


chou, Hunan (all Manchus), are hereby 
commanded to resign their posts and report 
at the Board of Civil Appointments for an 
audience, 

(8) Appointing a large number of officials 
to the Metropolitan and Provincial ad- 
ministrations. 

14th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


Liu Lung-kuang is appointed First 
Captain of the Left Battalion of the Middle 
Brigade, belonging to the Division of the 
Colonel Commanding at Hochienfu, Chihli 
province. 

COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty went this morning to Eho 
Park to pay his usual obeisance to the 
Empress-Dowager, and returned the same 
day to Peking. 

15th May. 
AMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We hereby appoint the 18th instant 
for the examination of the theses of the 
competitors for posts of Literary Chancel- 
lors in the provinces, 

2) Lo P‘ing-sn is appointed Brigadier- 
General of the Yen-Sui Military Circuit of 
Shensi provincs vice Chiang Yun-lung 
called to Peking. 

(3) Chang Chung-pén is appointed Bri- 
gadier General of the Aksu Military Circuit 
of Kashgaria vice Huang Wan-p‘éng, call- 
ed to Peking. 

(4) Tséng Shu-ts‘un is appointed prefect 
of P‘uchou, Shausi, vice Ts‘ing P‘o, called 
to Peking. 

(5) Yen Ch‘ung-liang is appointed pre- 
fect of Héngchou, Hunan, vice Wén Huan, 
ealled to Peking. , 


16th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


All Chinese and Manchus having the 
literary rank of chinshih (Metropolitan Gra- 
duate) and holding posts as Vice-Presidents 
of Boards, sub-Chancellors of the Grand 
Secretariat, or 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades of 
the Metropolitan rank, who did not compete 
the other day at the examinations for posts 
as Literary Chancellors in the provinces, are 
hereby commanded to present themselves at 
the Imperial Library on the 19th instant, to 
compete at essay writing as a test for 
qualification for the above-named posts. 
Those, however, who do not desire to 
compete are allowed the privilege of send- 
ing their excuses to the Board of Rites 
which shall then strike off their names from 
the roll of competitors. 

No papers of interest. 
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17th May. 
IMPERIAL DECRFES. 

(1) Li Ping-héng, Governor of Shantung, 
denounces certain officers connected with 
the Yellow River Conservation Bureau for 
fraudulent practices, such as supplying 
inferior materials fur embankment works, 
as well as buying insufficient supplies in 
order to pocket the difference resulting 
therefrom, etc. Now it must be obvious to 
all that the proper construction «f river 
works in Shantung is of supreme import- 
ance to the whole country, hence such 
culpable conduct as supplying insutlicient 
as well as inferior materials for these im- 
portant public works constitutes a serious 
crime which ought in no wise to be con- 
doned. We, therefore, command that the 
following penalties be given to the officers 
named in this decree, the severity «f which 
is to be commensurate with the degree of 
culpability of each :— 

We hereby command that the following 
expectant district magistrates of Shan- 
tung be forthwith cashiered, viz. :—Ch‘ing 
Jui (Manchu), Liu Chia-chén, Sung Hsiu 
(Manchu), and Ch‘é Ying-tou. With re- 
ference to the expectant district magis- 
trates Yang Sien-chia and Wang Wei-hsien, 
we hereby command that they be degrad- 
ed to the rank of recorder and judicial 
commissary in a prefect’s yemén, and 
assistant district magistrate, respective- 
ly, as a warning to their fellow officials to 
refrain from following in the footsteps of 
the above-named. 

(2) Ch‘ung Kuang (Manchu), a member 
of the Board of Comptrollers-General of 
the Imperial Household Department and 
Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
Civil Appointments, has sent us a prayer 
to be allowed to resign his office on the 
ground of serious illness, etc., We hereby 
grant the said Ch‘ung Kuang another 
month’s leave of absence, there being no 
necessity for him to resign his post. 


18th May. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We hereby appoint the Grand Secretary 
Lin Shu (Manchu), Comptroller-General, 
and Wéng T‘ung-ho, President, respec- 
tively, of the Board of Revenue; Hsii 
Ying-k‘uei, President of the Board of 
Works ; Ch‘i Hsiu (Manchu), President of 
the Mongolian Superintendency ; Hsti Shu- 
ming and Yang Yi, Senior and Junior 
Vice-Presidents, respectively, of the Board 
of War; Li Tuan-fén, Senior Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Punishments ; Ch‘en 
Haio-fén, Junior Vice-President of the 


Board of Revenue; Mien Yi (Manchu), 
Senior Vice-President. of the Mongolian 
Superintendency, and Tang Chin-ch‘ung, 
sub-Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat, 
to be judges and to look over the essays 
of the competitors for posts as Literary 
Chancellors and Assistant Literary Chancel- 
lors in the previnces, at the forthcoming 
examinations in the Paoho Throne-hall. 


19th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have perused the memorial of the 
Censor Chou Chéng-kuang, recommending 
certain innovations with regard to the 
storing of reserve grain in the various pro- 
vincial cities of the Empire. The Board 
of Revenue is hereby cominanded to take 
the matter under consideration and report 
to us the result of their deliberations 
thereon. 


20th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Tai En-p‘u, Supervising Censor and 
Keeper of the Seal of the Treasury of the 
Board of Revenue, denounces the lax 
manner in which the local provincial 
officials who have failed to make good their 
tax deficits to the provincial treasuries, 
have been of late dealt with by their super- 
iors the high provincial authorities. 
The memorialist suggests that defaulting 
officials be henceforth severely punished, 
since these defaleations or delays in paying 
up arrears in taxes if totalle’ up would 
aggregate to many hundreds of thousands 
of taels—a welcome addition to the present 
depleted condition of the Imperial ex- 
chequer. We certainly agree 1 toto with 
the sentiments set forth in the said 
memorial and would warn the Viceroys 
and Governors of our provinces to be more 
on the alert in the performance of 
their duties in this respect. They are, 
henceforth, given the liberty to denounce 
as severely as possible any delinquencies 
such as those noted above by the said 
Censor, and we look to our high authorities 
to cleanse the official arena in this respect. 

(2) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie, Jung Lu, reports the cap- 
ture by his force of the remaining mem- 
bers of the band of desperadoes formerly 
led by the notorious K‘ang Pa-erh who 
was traced to Newchwang last spring, 
captured, brought back to the capital, and 
summarily decapitated by special Imperial 
decree. Five of the gang (names given) 
were captured yesterday after a des- 
perate fight, in which some of the gen- 
darmes were wounded, and these prisoners 
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we hereby command are to be handed 
over to the Board of Punishments for 
trial and sentence according to the laws 
of the land. There now remains, accord- 
ing to the report of the said Commandant, 
only one member of K‘ang Pa-erh’s gang, 
Yang ‘‘No 4,” who is still at large, having 
escaped arrest, so far. Let no effort be 
spared in compassing this man’s capture 
in order that the whole band may be 
swept from the face of the earth. v4 
soon as the Board of Punishments 
shall have given sentences on the five 
men above noted, we command the said 
Commandant to present to us a list of 
the deserving of his officers and men who 
distinguished themselves by their bra- 
very and energy in capturing these des- 
peradoes, in order that adequate rewards 
may be granted to them. Further, 
those officers and men of the disciplined 
battalion of Féngtien province who 
assisted the gendarmes in capturing K‘ang 
Pa-erh in Newchwang, and later on the 
five members of his gang in other parts of 
Manchuria, are also to be rewarded for the 
effective aid given by them to the Peking 
gendarmes, and the said Commandant is 
hereby commanded to include the deserving 
ones of the said battalion in his list to be 
presented to us. 

(8) The Court of Sacrificial Worship 
announces that the 13th day of the Sth 
moon (12th June) will be the anniversary 
of the birth of Kuan Ti, the God of War, 
and that it will be necessary to offer special 
sacrifices at his godship’s temple on that 
day. We hereby command K‘ai Tai, 
Prince of Chéng, ist Order, to sacrifice in 
the said temple on that day in our stead, 
while Ch‘ing Fu is commanded to sacrifice 
at the rear altars of the same temple. 

(4) The 2ist of June being the occasion of 
the Summer Solstice, we hereby announce 
our intention of personally sacrificing at 
the temples of the Earth and the Bountiful 
Seasons in honour of that day. Chung 
Hsiu, Li Jui, Ying Chun (Manchus), and 
Huang Ying-an are hereby commanded to 
acconipany the Court and assist in sacrificing 
at the four minor.altars connected with 
the said temples. 


21st May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


We have received a memorial from Hu 
Ping-chih, Governor of Shansi, requesting 
that permission may be given him to 
cashier, arrest, and confiscate the property 
of one Wang Ting-jui, s fourth-class 
expectant district supervisor of instruc- 
tion, and ex-acting district magistrate of 


Shouyang, Shansi, as a punishment for 
failing to make good some Tis. 800, which 
he had collected during his acting incum- 
bency, but which the said officer failed to 
make over to his successor when the 
former resigned his seals of office, etc., 
In the meantime, since the alleged 
delinquent returned to T‘aiyuanfu, the 
provincial capital, to await further ap- 
pointment, in spite of repeated appeals 
from the Provincial Treasurer to refund 
the said debt, the accused official ignored 
them all until the patience of the 


memorialist has been wern out with 
this unwarranted procrastination, with 
the result that he recommends that 


not only the delinquent be cashiered, but 
arrested, and his property—whatever there 
may be—confiscated in order to serve asa 
warning to other Jocal officials in the 
future. We hereby command that the 
said Wang Ting-jui be forthwith cashiered 
upon the arrival of this edict at T’aiyuan- 
fu, and that he be placed in confinement 
while investigation is made by the said 
Governor and his cllesgues to find out 
what property the accused owns both in 
Taiyuanfu ag well as in Shouyanghsien, 
the district where he held office. If these 
be found insufficient to make good the 
sum of the accused officer’s debt to the 
Imperial government, we hereby authorise 
the said Governor to place himself in com- 
munication with Wei Kuang-tao, Governor 
of Shensi—the native province of the 
accused—and order the confiscation of 
whatever property may stand in the name 
of the said Wang Ting-jui in his native 
city. For in this way only can the 
revenues of the Crown be properly pro- 
tected. 


22nd May. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


As Ch‘ang Shan, ex-Tartar General and 
Military Governor of Kirin, Manchuria, 
has returned to the capital, he is hereby 
granted the privilege of returning to his 
old post as one of the officers of the Guard 
at the Ch‘ient‘sing gate of the Imperial 
Palace. 


MODERN ORDNANCE FOR CHINGCHOUFU. 

Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the Liang 
Kiang provinces and Imperial High Com- 
missioner of the Nanyang administration, 
reports that having received a despatch 
from Hsiang Hang, Tartar General of 
Hupeh province and Military Governor 
of the City of Chingchoufu, Hupeh, 
requesting the memorialist to supply him 
with modern firearms and ordnance, owing 
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to the wretched condition of the ordnance 
department of the Manchu garrison of 
the last named city which has only 
antiquated firearms of the old _ style, 
and, further, as memorialist took into 
account the importance of the city of 
Chingchou which dominates and guards 
all the Imperial highways connecting the 
south with the northern parts of the 
province and those provinces to the north 
of it, the said memorialist considered 
it of the first importance that the troops 
of Chingchou should be properly armed 
in order to be able to cope with any of the 
numerous bands of brigands infesting the 
borders of Hupeh and the northern pro- 
vinces. Hence, although the request of 
the said Tartar General was rather irre- 
gular, since he should have made his 
request through the Viceroy at Wuchang, 
the importance of the matter prevented 
the memorialist from taking exception, and 
he has therefore sent by special gunboat 
500 stand of breach-loading centre-fire 
Remington rifles with 500 cartridges for 
each rifle, and also a battery of four 6- 
centimetre calibre steel breach-loading 
Krupp guns, to be used as horse artillery, 
together with 300 rounds for each gun. 
His Majesty's approval is now asked for 
thie matter.—Rescript: Let the Boards of 
War and of Revenue take note. 


23rd May. 
PROMISCUOUS SHOOTING. 


T’an Chung-lin, Junior Guardian of the 
Heir Apparent and Viceroy of the pro- 
vinces of Kuangtung and Kuangsi, and Hsii 
Chen-yi, Governor of Kuangtung, send 
a joint memorial concerning a case of 
promiscuous shooting in the city of Lien- 
pingchou, Kuangtung, wherein a man who 
was intending to shoot down an enemy, 
fatally wounded instead the latter's wife 
with the first shot, and with the second 
instantaneously killed his own mother. 
Owing to the seriousness of the crime the 
culprit was brought to Canton for trial be- 
fore the Provincial Judge, and later on, the 
evidence obtained by that officer was con- 
firmed by a personal investigation beforethe 
memorialists themselves. The murderer 
was a member of the militia of the city of 
Lienpingchou and was noted for his filial 
piety towards his widowed mother. The 
man he wished to kill was a neighbour, 
and the two men, moreover, owned 
adjacent pieces of land on the hills 
behind the said city of Lienpingchou. One 
day, while the latter, a man named Liu 
Ah-hsi, was cutting trees and picking up 
brushwood .for firewood in the hill land 


aforesaid, he happened to be standing just 
on the boundary separating the two pro- 
perties when the mother of the murderer, 
(a man named Chou Ah-lu), passing by at 
the time, suspected that the former was 
stealing the brushwood from her property. 
She at once accused Liu Ah-hsi of theft, 
and he conscious of having done no 
wrong naturally resented, resulting in hard 
language being used on both sides. The 
old woman then returned home and told 
her son, who had just returned from 
guard duty, about the disrespect shown by 
their neighbour, living opposite the way. 
This so exasperated the son who was na- 
turally of a vielent temper, that he went 
at once across the street to seek for 
Liu Ah-hsi. He found his enemy and 
without more ado struck a blow at Liu. 
Liu dodged the intended blow and turned 
round to return the compliment, when 
Chou ran back to his own house and pick- 
ing up a club came out again to attack Liu. 
Just then Chou’s mother came up and see- 
ing her son with a club in his hand, ready 
for mischief, and on the point of crossing the 
street she laid hold of his club, and partly 
by force, and partly by words of command, 
persuaded him to go back into the house. 
This done, the mother pushed the son into 
his room and locked him up inside. This 
room faced the street and the wooden walls 
being full of crevices and apertures, Chou 
could easily see what was going on out- 
side. He saw Liu still standingin the 
street in front of his own door, but swear- 
ing away and gesticulating in the direction 
of Chou’s house. This apparently so in- 
flamed the hearer that he looked around 
for some means of getting out of his room 
“to have it out” with Liu. At this 
moment he espied his musket which 
belonged to him by virtue of his connec- 
tion with the city militia. He instantly 
took down the weapon which hung on the 
wall ready for use, and drawing. out the 
old charge reloaded the piece with a slug 
putting a fresh percussion cap on the 
nipple. Chou then shoved his gun through 
an aperture in the wall and deliberately 
aimed it at Liu, who ignorant of the shot 
in store for him still stood swearing in 
front of his house. Just as Chou pulled 
the trigger of his gun, Liu’s wife issued 
from the door, and in go doing just covered 
her husband's person. The result was that 
the woman received the ball in her left 
side, and fell moaning to the ground. 
Enraged beyond bounds at this outrage 
upon his wife Liu dashed into Chou’s house 
eager to wreak vengeance on the perpetra- 
tor, and crying out that he was determined 
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to have the latter bound and taken before 
the authorities. When Chou saw that his 
shot had missed his enemy, and that the 
latter was actually in his (Chou’s) house, 
the murderer reloaded his gun determined 
to shoot at him again, His gun reloaded, 
Chou pushed the muzzle through an aper- 
ture near the door of his room. But just 
as he fired his own mother had rushed up 
in front of Liu to push him out of the way— 
knowing that her son would fire again, now 
that hie blood was up. In doing so the 
old woman received the bullet in her back 
killing her instantly, thus saving once more 
Liu’s life. : 

As soon as Chou recognised the enormity 
of his crime, although done accidentally, 
he at once came out gun in hand, and made 
his way to the sub-prefect’s yamén to whom 
he gave himself up. As the law makes 
no allowance for accidental homicide, the 
memorialist in consequence of the murder 
being that of the homicide’s own mother 
at once ordered Chou Ah-lu to be executed 
by the lingch‘th or ‘slow and shameful 
process.” The sanction of his Majesty is 
requested to the above sentence.—Rescript : 
Let the Board of Punishments speedily report 
thereon. 


24th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Ho Fu is appointed special Inspector 
of the affairs of the Bordered Red Banner 
of the Mongolian Corps. 

(2) Ch‘en Ch‘i-chang is hereby appoint- 
ed Censor of the Metropo'itan Circuit. 


MILITARY ECONOMIES IN KANSU. 
T‘ao Mu, Viceroy of the Shen-Kan pro- 
vinces, announces his inability to cut down 
the strength of a certain portion of the 
garrison of Kansu province, especially as 
regards the corps under the special com- 
mand of General Tung Fu-hsiang, Pro- 
vincial Commander-in-Chief of Kansu and 
Generalissimo of the Imperial armies in 
the North-West. These troops called the 
Tung Chiin or “Tung Army Corps” are 
veterans of former Mahommedan wars 
and served both in Kansu and Chinese Tur- 
kestan. They number twenty full battal- 
ions or 10,000 men and as they were 
specially detailed by Imperial edict to keep 
the peace in Kansu and are regarded with 
respect by the Mahommedan population, 
memorialist thinks that it will be mia- 
judged economy to attempt to cut down 
the strength of this corps, at the present 
crisis, in order to save a paltry several 
tens of thousands of taels a year. The 


utter uselessness of the sedentary terri- 
torial regiments during the recent rebel- 
lion has been too well proved, hence, it 
would be much to the advantage of the 
province both as to future peace and quiet, 
as well as economy, if the strength of those 
troops be cut down in accordance with the 
Imperial commands lately issued to all 
the provinces in the Empire. But as 
the situation in Kansu province is differ- 
ent from the other provinces of the Em- 
pire, memorialist requests leave to keep 
the Tung Army Corps inract, as it now 
stands, instead of having its economical 
conditions interfered with at present. 
The saving through cutting down the re- 
gimental strength of the other corps and 
brigades in Kansu will amount to some 
Tis. 250,000 per annum. As it costs 
Tls. 300,000 to keep the Tung Corps, 
memorialist proposes to devote the above 
saving to that corps and the balance still 
wanting can be made up by economies in 
other branches of the civil administration. 
—Rescript : Let the Board of Revenue report 
thereon. 


25th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Board of Punishments is com- 
manded to make a strict investigation into 
the case of the common soldier Tu Lin who 
appealed to us yesterday morning while we 
were on our way to Eho Park. 


(2) T‘ao Mu commends in eulogistic 
phrases the patriotism and benevolence of 
Tung Fu-hsiang, our Provincial Commander- 
in-Chief in Kansu. He states that the said 
General seeing the great distress of the 
people inhabiting the districts of Haich‘eng 
and P‘ingyuan who were the first to suffer 
from the ravages of the rebels during 
the late Mahommedan rebellion, at once 
gave Tls. 10,000 to the civil authorities to 
buy grain and agricultural implements 
and cattle forthe sufferers. Such an act of 
philanthropy cught notto pass unrecognised 
and we therefore command the Board of 
War to consider some adequate reward to 
the said General as a mark of the Imperial 
approval. 

__ (3) Asieh Yuan is appointed Taotai of 
the T‘ung-Shang Intendancy of Shensi. 
_ (4) Li. Hai-tung, Taotai of the above- 
named Intendancy, is hereby transferred 
to the Téng-Lai-Ch‘ing Intendancy of 
Shantung (Chefoo Taotaiship), . 
.(6) Li _Kuang-chiu is appointed Taotai 
of the Féng-Yun-Lu-Szo' Intendancy of 
Anhui (Féngyang Taotaiship). 
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26th May. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


The Grand Secretary Li Hung-chang, 
Minister of the Tsungli Yamén, was 
granted one month’s sick leave by his 
Majesty this morning. 

No papers of interest. 


27th May. 
No papers of interest. 


28th May. - 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Ngéh Lé-ch‘un is appointed Brigade 
General of the Manchu garrison of Kiang- 
ning, Kiangsu province. 

(2) Tai Ngao is appointed Senior Director 
of the Supervisorate of Instruction of the 
Heir Apparent. 


29th May. 
No papers of interest. 


30th May. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

Sung Fan, Viceroy of the Yun-Kuei 
provinces, denounces in severe language 
the conduct of Lei Chia-ch‘un, Colonel 
Commandant of the territorial battalions 
garrisoning the city of Lingping and dis- 
tricts surrounding the said city, and his 
subordinate officers for: lst—pocketing the 
pay of the men under them; 2nd—for 
reducing the strength of the various batta- 
lions and keeping ‘‘dummies” on the 
regimental rolls ; 3rd—for keeping the arms 
of the troops in a wretched condition, and, 
4th—for going about and leaving their posts 
at will. Such conduct should be visited 
with condign punishment and we hereby 
cashier the said Colonel Lei Chia-ch‘un, 
and his subordinates the First Captains Li 
K‘un-yung, Yang Chih-tsing, and Ma Ch‘i- 
liang, and the Lieutenant-Colonels Liu 
Hsiu-ho and Yang Tsai-mao. All the 
above-named officers together with the pre- 
viously cashiered ex-Major Yang Ch‘un- 
ts‘ai, are further hereby ordered to be 
banished to the military post-roads in 
Chinese Turkestan to expiate their crimes 
there. As for the said Viceroy we com- 
mend him for his boldness and diligence in 
his duties in denouncing the cashiered 
officers and he is therefore excused, by 
special grace, from being relegated to the 
Boards for penalties in permitting such 
discreditable conduct within his jurisdic- 
tion, 

(2) With reference to the above decree 
Tsou Hsing-lan, Taotai of the Ling-An- 
K‘ai-Kuang Intendancy of Yunnan; Liu 


Chun-lin, prefect of K‘aihuafu; Liu Wan- 
ch‘un, Brigadier General of Lingyuan, 
and Kao Té-yu, Colonel of Lingyuan, are 
hereby pardoned and excused from penal- 
ties for their diligence in their duties and 
determination in reporting the disgrace- 
ful condition of affairs in the territorial 
battalions at Li: g-ping, etc., to the said 
Viceroy. 
31st May. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chou K‘éh-k‘uan is appointed Chief, 
and Yui K‘un, Assistant, Literary Chan- 
cellor of Yunnan for the ensuing year. 

(2) Tu P‘en-shun is appointed Chief, 
aud Ch‘en Péh-t'ao, Assistant, Literary 
Chancellor of Kueichou for the ensuing 
year. 


Ist June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1). We have received the annual report 
of the Viceroy Chang Chih-tung, of the 
Hu-kuang provinces, on the conduct of 
the local authorities and magistrates of the 
cities under the said Viceroy's jurisdiction, 
and we note that the said Viceroy praises 
some while, on the other hand, ha 
denounces others who he considers 
should be punished. Of the first class, 
Ting Kuo-chén, sub-prefect of Mienyang; 
Li Chin-chiang, chihsien of Tsiaoyang ; 
Chang Chi-ch‘ing, substantive chihsien of 
Mach‘eng and acting chihsien of Chianglin, 
and Ch‘én Ch‘ang-chiang, chihsien of Yitu, 
are eulogised by Chang Chih-tung as fine 
examples of honest, energetic and benevo- 
lent-minded officials from whom the 
people under them may reap the 
advantages which come from just and 
equitable rule. The said Viceroy sincerely 
believes that with time and experience 
the four officers will be an ornament to the 
higher spheres to which their talents and 
probity will, in future, bring them without 
fail, etc. Let the marks of our Imperial 
approval be sent to the officers above- 
named with our earnest hope that with 
the confidence they have now obtained 
from their highest superior officer they will 
show increased energy and diligence in 
their duties so as tu deserve the eulogy 
pronounced on them by the said Viceroy. 
Let them not follow the example of some 
unfortunate officers who showed energy 
and talent at the commencement of their 
careers yet wound up with 4 name for 
incorrigible laziness. The said Viceroy 
further gives a list of the officers who hava 
disappointed him, and broken the rules 
of honesty, and made themselves generally 
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unfit for the duties to which they kad 
been appointed, v'3:—Wang  Y1-lisin, 
former chihsien of Jenshien and Ho 
Pao-hsin, «an  expectaut chihsien and 
formeriy acting sub-prefect of Mien- 
yang. Th-se two are the worst, as 
reportel by the said Viceroy, aud we 
ther-fore, command them to be instantly 
cashiered and dismissed from any post they 
may now be holding. As _ for Yang 
Chung-ts‘ao, chihsien of Chenchianghsien, 
he is hereby commande! to be di-missed 
from his poxt and to be fu ther degrad-d 
to the rank of recorder in a_ pref ct’s 
yamén, or an assistant chihsien (8th rank). 
The expectant chihsien Li Yu-k'uan is 
also to be degraded to the rank 
of a police mayistrate (9th rank). As 
for Hsit Yao-li, formerly acting chihsien 
of Chuhsihsien, and Yii Ping-hsin, subs- 
tantive chihsien of Kurganhsien and 
fomerly acting chihsien of Tunghuhsien, 
they having shown incapability of govern- 
ment, but being men of high literary rank, 
are hereby ordered to resign their present 
rank and service in exchange for that of 
Girector of studies in district magistracies 
and await appoin' ment at the hands of the 
Board of Rites The other recommenda’ io 1s 
in the said Viceroy’s memorial are granted 
as usual. 

(2) The 22nd day of the current month 
(21s' June), being the ozcasion of the 
summer solstice we sha!l go in person to 
offer special sacrifice at the Altars dedicat- 
ed to Earth «nd the Rain-ged and we here- 
by command P‘u Ching to act as Inspector 
of the sacrificial animals while Ktun Hsiu 
(both Vice-Presidents of one of the Six 
Boards) shall examine th- entrails of the 
said sacriticial animals in connection with 
the above named rites. 


2nd June, 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chou Kuang-k‘uan is hereby ap- 
pointed Chief Literary Chancellor for the 
province .f Yunnan, and Sung K‘un is 
appo'nted Assistant Literary Chancellor 
thereof. 

(2) Tu Pén-chang is appointed Chief 
Literary Chancellor, and Ch‘en Péh-tao, 
Assist«nt Literary Chancellor, «f the pro- 
vince of Kueichou. 


3rd June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Ch‘i Asiu, President of the Mongolian 
Superintendency, is hereby appointed 
Examiner-tn-chief of Archery, on foot and 
ou hors- back, of the Banner candidates for 


the degree of chajén (provincial graduate) at 
the forthcoming competitions. 

(2) Yi Lieh is appointed Chief Proctor 
at the said competitions, 

(3) We have received the memori 1] of 
the Censor Yang Ch‘ung-yi who complains 
of the great scarcity of copper cash throu zh- 
out the Emprre, in ¢ -nsequence of which 
copper cash has becomne exceedingly dear 
in the exchange markets. The great trouble 
lies in the fact thar a though the purchas- 
ing power of the said copper cash hag 
thereby become correspondingly increased, 
the prices of griin, mea and food gener. 
ally instead of declining as might be ex- 
pectel, have also become  prop«rtion- 
ately—at the rate of one in four—higher 
than when cash was normal. The price 
of copper cash thus becomes enhanced 
a little over twenty per cent above 
its normal level. Grain for instance 
formerly priced at 2,000 cash per picul 
should by sights have been purchasable at 
the rate of 1,600 cash ; but ins ead of this 
people have to pay 2,250 ca-h per picul. 
Tous through searcity of this me tium of ex- 
chanve the poor people of the country have 
to suffer both in the dearness of muney as 
well 4s in enhanced prives of provi- 
sions. This sad condition of affairs the 
Censor assures us is uviversal throughout 
the Mmpire, and he therefore prays tht 
strict commands be forthwith issued to the 
Viceroys and Governors of provinces to 
re-open the wld mints which have been 
closed for mary years within their several 
jurisdictions, and where there have been 
none that new mints be established in 
order that a free supply be given t» the 
people of this Empire. 

The said Censor further denounces the 
people in charge of the government mint 
in the Southern City of the capit«l and 
states that the word “‘mint” in their case 
is but a hollow name, ete. The Board of 
Revenue is commanded to investigate the 
whole matter as presented by the said 
Censor and report to us at an early date. 

(4) We have rec-ived a memorial from 
Pien Pav-ch‘u n. Viceroy of the provinces 
of Fukien and Chékiang, asking that 
Instructions may be ‘sent to the newly- 
appointed Provincial Judgs of Fukien to 
hasten to take up his post as there are con- 
siderable arrears in the duties of the 
said post which a me-e!y Aoting Judge has 
no authority to settle, etc. With regard to 
the above, the said newly-appointed Pro- 
vincial Judge, Li Hsing-jui, when at hig 
farewell audience with us the other day 
was g ante! one month's leave to return 
to his native city to repair the dilapidatde 


graves of his ancestors. We h-reby com- 
mand Li Hsing-jui to make no more delay 
on the r-ad to Foochow upon the expira- 
tion of his month’s leave, but journey pest- 
haste to his n«w post. 

(5) Appointing a large number of ofticia!s 
to the Metropolitan and Provincial Ad- 
ministrations. 

4th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Kuan Ting-hsien is appvin'ed Censor of 
the Metropolita or Peking Circui . 

5th June. 

No papers of interest. 

6th June. 
IMPERIAL DECEES, 

(1) Ying Lin, Military Governor of the 
Jeho t rritory is hereby ordered to remain 
at Peking and await other appointment at 
Court. 

(2) Héng Ch‘i is hereby appointed Mili- 
tary Governor of the Jeho territory, vice 
Ying Lin retained at Court. 


7th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ch’ang Kéng, Tarar General of 
Kuldja, wmtng upon the distinguished 
services rendered to the Imperial Govern- 
ment in the sixties by a certain Hutukhtw 
(Mongoli«n Buddhist Saint or Spiritual 
Ruler) named Kung-mu-pa-t‘u-kung-mu- 
pa-ju-p‘u-chun, pays a tribute of admira- 
tion to the sai! Saint who, when Chi- 
nese Turkestan and Kuldja had been 
overrun by Mahommedan rebels, and 
an attempt was being made to invade 
the Mongolian Territory of Tarbagatai 
{immeliately to the north-east of Kuld- 
ja), show-d great courage and loyal'y 
by leading in person the Mongol tribes- 
men under his jurisdiction agaiust the 
invaders, and succeeded, eventually, in 
driving off the rebels, thereby holding 
Tarbagatai for the Crown, when all the 
other country round was held and garrison- 
ed by foes. 

The eaid Tartar-General, 'herefore, con- 
siders thit prep-r recognition should be 
made by the Throne of the splendid 
services of the said Saint; and therefore 
prays that a special edict may be issued 
granting permixsion to the heroic soul of 
the said Hutukhtu to become an Avatar 
again. In other words, that his spirit be 
permitted, by special grace of the ‘Throne, 
to become reémbodied once more to serve 
again the sacred dynasty, for the pre- 
servation of which he had fought 
valiantly in the sixties against the 
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Mussulman rebels, and held an imp -rtant 
region for his sovereign in spite of the 
vastly superior forces of the enemy. 
Now the Evstern branch of the Turgut 
tribe of Monyols and the Oelots of Tarbag- 
atai are anxious to have the :eémb -diment 
of their beloved Saint once more amongst 
them, and have therefore petitioned the 
memorialist to pray the Thr-ne to grant 
them their wish. The prayer is hereby 
granted, and the said Saint shall be 
appointed Huénkhtw of the Monastery of 
Yenyinchichenhua when he becomes an 
Avatar, and peumission is also hereby 
granted for a special m+morial temp'e to 
be built in the ci y of Tarbagatai to com- 
memorate the l-yalty and valia: t deeds of 
the said Saint in his former life duriny the 
reign of the late Emperor Tung Chih, 
(1861-1874), and also as a token of the 
Imperial favour towards the Hu mg Chiao 
(Yellow-robed branch of the ‘Tibetan 
Buddhist He'rarchy), as well as to satisfy 
the wish of the population of ‘T'arbayatai. 

(2) We have received a report from 
Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of Hunan and 
Hupeh (Hu-Kuang provinces), denouncing 
the ex-Second Captain (now deceased) of 
the Grain Po'ice Service, statione! at 
Hsiangch ‘ang, for failing to refund certain 
sums of money due the tr-asuries of 
the Provincial Treasurer and Grain In- 
tendant of Hupeh province. Many calls 
were made upon the said Second Captain 
f.r this money, but no notice was ever 
taken of these appeals and now the said 
officer ‘is reported to be dead. Such con- 
duct must not be allowed to pass t: the 
detriment of the Imperial Exc'.equer, and 
we hereby command Chao Shu-jav, Gover- 
ner of Kiangsu (the native province of the 
deceased officer), to send a deputy to 
Tsinghohsien, the native city of the late 
Officer, to invest gate and eonfiscate what- 
ever property stood in the defaulter’s name 
when alive. Th confiscated property is 
to be sold and the proceeds given up to 
the treasuries which have been mulcted of 
their just dues. 

8th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of Hunan 
ani Hupeh, states that an aged officer, 
a native of Hupeh, namely. Chia Hung- 
chao, ex-Governor of Yunnan, now re- 
tired, who obtained his rank of chajén 
sixty years or a cycle »go, is still alive 
and by right of literary etiquette and 
courtesy should be permitted to attend 
a seco .d time the Luming Banquet given 
to the new chijéu of Hupel, who shall 
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obtain their M.A. degree in the forthcom- 
ing literary competitions at Wuchang. Un- 
fortunately the said ex-Governor was for~ 
merly dismissed the service for certain 
faults and at. the age of over ninety years he 
still lives in retirement at his home in 
Hupeh, ete. In recognition of the said Chia 
Hung-chao’s great age we hereby grant 
him the rank of a third grade button 
(hght blee) and fur her permit him t» 
attend the Luming tanquet in honour of 
his cycle of literary rank. 

(2) Huang Huai-sen, Governor of Yun- 
nan, sends usa list of defaulting officers 
who owed taxes, collected by them during 
their iicumbescy of office, to the pro- 
vincial treasury. The following are the 
names of the offic rs complainel of :— 
Yeh Tze-chun, f-rmer district magistrate 
of Luch‘uanhsien, now deceased ; Hsieh 
Lun, former district magistrate of Wén- 
tsénhsien, now deceased ; Wang Féng-mu, 
ex-acting sub-prefect of Auping ; and Siao 
Jén-k‘an, ex-acting department magistrate 
of Luhai, already cashiered. The above 
named either died before clearing their 
accounts with goverument, or did not 
refund a single cash, or surreptitiously 
returned to their uative cities in order to 
escape paying their debts to the Imperial 
Exchequer. This is most culpable, and we 
hereby command the Viceroyr aud 
Governors of Fukien, Chékiang, and Hunan, 
the native provinces of the defaulters, to 
seiz» and confiscate the properties of the 
officers above denounced, in order that the 
Imperial exchequer may not suffer through 
the frauds of these dishonest ex-: flicers. 


9h June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Board of Punishments complains 
this moruing, that the officers appointed on 
the special t:ibunal to try the case of the de- 
faultingg herdymen and ofticers in charge of 
the Imperial stud farms in Mongolia, wave 
been unable tv agree upon the sentences to 
be given on the various culprits in the ab :ve 
case and suggest thit we should appoint 
special Arbitraturs to go over the whole 
case, li-ten to what the special justices 
have to say in the matter, and decide upon 
what shall be done in the said case, ete , 
We hereby appoint the Assistant Grand 
Secretary and Commandant of the Pekiug 
Gendarmerie, etc., Jung Lu, and Hasii 
Ying-k‘uei, President of the Board of 
Works, etc., to act as A:bitrators in the 
above case and report to us their decision 
thereon. 

(2) In regard to the above case, certain 
of the accused have been charged with 


having promised or paid bribes to their 
superior officers connected with the Im- 
perial Mews, but to stringent and search- 
ing questions made with reference to these 
charges the accused stoutly refuse to cive 
a single straightforward answer. The 
Board of Punishments therefore prays 
thac the officers sv accused be commanded 
to resign their posts so that they may be 
put on their trial like the rest. The re- 
quest is granted and the Senior Secretaries 
of the Imperial Mews, Chi T&8, Yun Lin, 
aud Shih Héng are hereby commanded to 
resign, and Jung Lu and Asii Ying-k'uei, 
the Arbitrator, are hereby commanded to 
try thm in connection with the above 
charger. 

(3) Yao Wén-cho, Literary Chancellor of 
Yunnan province, sends us a report wherein 
are denounce! a number of direcrors of 
studies of districts, sub-prefectures, and 
prefectures in the said province, who are 
charged with being not sufficiently learned 
to take charge with ability of the education 
of the youths «f that province. He also 
gives the names of five of these educational 
officers whose literary lore is above the 
average and begs that seme mark of 
Imperial recognition and approval be given 
in their case, etc. These able ofticers are, 
therefore, hereby given the brevet rank 
of Secretaries of the Grand Secretari t as 
a reward for their diligence in their duties 
while the rest accused of incapability ara 
hereby cashiered and dismissed the service, 


10th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointinga «umber of ofticials to the 
Metropolitan aud Provincial Administra- 
tions. 

(2) Ch‘un Shun is appointed Salt Inten- 
dant and Taotai of the Jui-Yuan-Lin In- 
aucv of Kiangsi province. 

No papers of interest. 


11th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Kéh Pao-hua is hereby appointed 
Chief Literary Chancellor, and Hsieh Pei- 
hsien Vice Liverary Chancellor, for the 
province of Fukien. 

(2) Sha Lien (Mongol) is appointed 
Chief, and Lu Fu-yao, Vice, Literary 
Chancellor for Kuangtung pr vince. 

(3) Ying Min-sui and Tan Ch4-jui are 
appointed to similar posts in Kuangsi 
province. 

(4) The other “ay we received a me- 
morial from the Censor Yang Ch‘ung-hou 
den uincing certain local officials in Eastern 
and South-Eastern Manchuria for cullecting 


illegal taxes from the people already over- 
burdened by the ravages of war and poor 
harvests, etc. We, therefore, instructed 
the Tart«r General and Military Governor 
of Fangtien, E-K’6-t‘ang-d, and Sung Lin, 
the Civil Governor, to make a joint inves- 
tigation of the said charges, We have 
now the report of these tw» officers befors 
us in which it has been denied hat illegal 
taxes had been levied, but owing to the 
universal distress the officials complained 
of should have had a conference as to 
arranging about giving time to the people 
under them for paying their taxes, owing 
to the present condition of the country, 
and thereby ex-rcise benevelence in go- 
vernment, instead of compelling them to 
pay taxes regardless of the fact whether 
they are able to pay on the spot or nat, 
etc. Such cunduct is extremely reprehensi- 
ble, for the accused officials shuld also have 
remembered our decree issued at the close 
of the late war commanding ali local of- 
ficials iu Manchuria to treat the people kind- 
ly owing to, the suff-rinys they had recent- 
ly passed through. Further, that if districs 
were found to be very poverty-stricken or 
barely recovered from their straits to not 
only grant time to the people for the pay- 
ment of their taxes, but also to grant them 
a discount of 30 per cent. The accused 
officials have therefore been guilty of cruelty 
aud neglect of duty. We, therefore, hereby 
command that Pao Yun, Major of the Bor- 
dered Yellow Manchu Banner Corps, garri- 
son of the city of Fénghuangch‘eng (near 
the Yalu), shall be furthwith cashiered and 
removed from office. Ch‘en Yi, Acting 
Captain of the above named Banner Corps 
garrisoning the said city; En Ch‘ing, 
Major of the Bordered Red Manchu Ban- 
ner Corps, garrisen of the city of Hsiuyen, 
and Téh Ying, Captain of the White Man- 
chu Banner Corps garrisoning the same 
city, are, for their implication in the above 
charges, to be handed to the Board of War 
for determination of adequate penalties. 
The same punishment is also to be accord- 
ed to Jui Yao, Military Commandant of 
Fénghuangch‘eng, and Ch‘ing Lu, acting 
Military Conmandant of Usiuyen, for 
neglect in keeping a better supervision 
over the conduct of their subordinate 
officers, and as a warning to all. 


12th June. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


The Governor of Peking reports this 
morning that over one inch of rain fell last 
night in the capital and around the vicini- 
ty of the Imperial Prefecture. 

No papers of interest. 
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13th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Ting Jén-ch‘asg is hereby promoted to 
the post of Reader and Tsou Fu-pao, 
Recorder, respectively, of the Hanlin 
Academy. 


INSURRECTION AMONGST THE SZECHUAN 
ABORIGINES. 


Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, 
reports a number of erup ions of various. 
*‘civilised” aboriginal Miaotze tribes in- 
habiting the districts of Mapien, Leipu, 
Yiihsi,and Ngopien, who, with thove amongst 
certain pure savage tribe, are considered 
the bravest and most res'less amongst the: 
Miaotze tribes of the province. They 
are however, governed by their own 
chiefs, and generally act independently and. 
do net know how to combine amongst 
themselves. On the 3d of March last 
about a hun’red or so young tribesmen, 
belonging to Niehch‘ien, made an incursion 
into the low country bordering Mapien 
where are many Chinese as well as the 
more peaceable of the aboriginal tribesmen, 
and attempted t» bu-n and plunder the 
market tewa of Yuchap'ting. Ths was. 
however prevented by Captain Yang, a 
veteran in border wars, who, at the head 
of acompany «f troops, sent by General 
Wang, Military Commandant at Mapien 
and commanding the 7'a regiment, chased 
the enemy back into the moun ains before 
much damage was done. It waa thought 
that seeing that the troops were on the alert 
the young and restless tribesmen would 
desist from invading the civilised towns. 
But contrary to expectation, a fortnight 
later another tribe mustering several 
hundred warriors suddenly appeared before: 
the towns of Takéng, Lion’s Head, and 
Tawan, and began plundering, Killing, and 
burning wherever they went. Fortunately 
the townsmen got behind their city walls 


~ before many lives were lost, and onlys -ven 


were killed ; but twice that numb-r were- 
taken into the hills fur ransom and twice 
the last number of people were more or 
less wounded by the aborigines during 
the Jatters’ attacks on the said towns. 
Large numbers of houses were, moreover, 
plundered and then burnt. Three battal- 
ions of troops were speedily collected by 
General Wang, reinforced by a small force 
of town militimmen, and an advance was 
made in a semicircle to surround the 
enemy as they were scattered about at 
their work of plunder. On the 21st of 
March the enemy were found massed 
at a place called Maping and in front of 
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their camp there ran a mountain stream. 
An attack was at once made on the enemy’s 
camp and the troops crossed the stream to 
be met by a storm of missiles, consisting 
of arrews, stones slung from slings, and 
bolts and bullets from matchlocks. As the 
enemy had been joined by other tribesmen, 
encourage. by the former’s recent succes- 
ses, they outnumbered the troops. So 
the militia battalion of Mongpa was called 
out to assist and the next night the 
troops fording the stream stormed the 
enemy’s camps killing a large number of 
them. The enemy retreated and the 
troops burned 300 to 400 of their houses 
and captured a large number of spears 
and swords and a quantity of skin rugs 
and clothing of the savages. Ninety heads 
were also brought hack to camp by the 
troops as trophies. The enemy twice again 
made a stand against our troops, but were 
defeated both times, losing thirteen of their 
headmen, who were decapitated on the 
spot as soon as captured, in order to 
strike fear into the insurgents’ hearts. 
This had the desired effect and the remain- 
ing chiefs asked to parley for a surrender 
and made promises of fu' ure good behaviour. 
Two of the most formidable of their chiefs, 
Ch‘ii Na aud Shi Ha, were als» captured, 
and will be confined »t Mapien as hostages 
for the future good behaviour of their 
several tribes. An amnesty was eventually 
granted the rebellious aborigines but not 
until they had given up all the captives they 
had made in the plains at the commence- 
ment of their raidy. Memorialist thinks 
that with this, the severest lesson ever 
dealt the aborigines, they will become 
more quiet and law-abiding in the future; 
but to provide aginst certain eventualities 
he has ordered General Wang to post a 
strong force to guard the passes leading 
into the aborigines’ country, and he now 
asks for the promotion of the most deserv- 
ing of his officers who distinguished 
themselves in the recent campaign.—Re- 
script: Noted. Let the Boards concerned 
report on the list of names handed in by the 
said Viceroy. 


14th June. 


MACHINERY FOR A NEW MINT AND QUICE- 
FIRING GUNS FOR SZECHUAN. 

Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy of Hunan 
and Hu;-eh, reports that he has received a 
request from La Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of 
Szechuan, to buy for the latter province 
foreign machinery for striking silver dollars 
and the subsidiary coins and copper cash, 
and also for a supply of the newest pattern 
magazine rifles, quick-firing mountain guns, 
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and the necessary ammunitirn, ete. 
The said Viceroy also asks that when 
the above are purchased and en route for 
Chéngtu that the provincial yovernments 
through whose territory they will have to 
pass will not collect likin duty on them. 
As memorialist considers that such a pur- 
chas> of the Szechuan Viceroy is one of 
the first principles of strengthening the 
country and oue to be commended, he 
gladly joins the said Viceroy in asking his 
Majesty to command that no duty be 
collected on the machinery, firearms, and 
ammunition by the provincial governments, 
en route. —Rescript: Noted. Let it be as 
requested. 
15th June. 
IMPERIA™ DECREES. 

(1) Chfung Kuang (Manchu), Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Civil 
Appointments, reports that notwithstand- 
ing the four months’ leave of absence from 
his duties graciously granted by the Throne 
to enable him tu restore his health, his 
leave is about to expire and yet his health 
is just as bad as before. Hence, in order 
that the duties of his office may not suffer 
through lack of supervision, the memo- 
rialist prays to be permitted to resign his 
post in order that he may devote all his 
time to attending to his maladies which are 
very serious, etc. We hereby command 
that Ch‘ung Kuang be granted another 
month’s sick leave, there being no necessity 
of a successor to him at present. 

(2) We are extremely grieved to receive 
the news of the death of Chang Chih-wan, 
the lately retired Grand Secretary, which 
happened yesterday in the capital. The 
deceased statesman came to Peking in the 
thirties for the literary examinations for 
the rank of Master of Arts (chiwjén) and 
successfully competed, eventually carrying 
off the prize as Optimus (Chuangywan) 
of the year. The Emperor Tao Kuang, in 
recognition of his high literary abilities, 
appointed Chang Chih-wan to a high post 
in the Imperial Library, he being also a 
member of the Hanlin Academy. Under 
auccessive reigns his great literary abilities 
slways secured for him posts of importance 
and trust and eventually obtuined for 
him a high appointment in the pro- 
vinces ( rovincial Treasurer of Fukien), 
He was afterwards recalled to Peking 
and for fifty years served, in various 
capacities, in the Six Koards during the 
reigns of Hsien Féng, Tung Chih, and of 
ourself. His habitual carefulness and dilig- 
ence in his duties gained him our whole 
confidence and we advanced him to the 
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highest posts within the reach of a‘subject 
(i.e., Grand Secretary—a life office—and 
Comptroller-General of the Board of Civil 
Appointments—Translator). Last year, his 
great age which brought with it the usual 
maladies compelled the deceased statesman 
to repeatedly ask to be allowed to resign his 
various posts which we at last granted, 
giving him permission, however, to retain 
his full rank of Grand Secretary in his 
private life with the salary attache there, 
to (4.e., 4,000 piculs of rice per annum, equal 
to Tls. 10,000—Transiator). His death 
fills us with gvief at the loss of a faithful 
servant, and in recognition of his loyal 
services we hereby cornmand that a T'olo 
prayer coverlet be given the deceased 
for a shroud, which we command Prince 
Tsai Lien, 3rd Order, to carry to the 
house of the deceased, with a bodyguard 
of ten members of ovr Personal Body 
Guard. (From the ranks of these men 
are appointed the Tartar Generals, Lieu- 
tenant-Generals and Brigade-Generals sent 
into the provinces—men who hold the 
highest military grades obtained at the 
Triennial competitions, immediately after 
the literary examinations,—Translator. ) 
The said Prince is also commanded to pour 
out the funeral libations before the bier of 
the deceased statesman in our name, aga 
Jast token of our respect for him. Further- 
more, the usual government pecuniary 
grant shall be made to the family of the 
deceased officer, and all black marks against 
his name shall be erased from the official 
records. Permission is hereby also grint- 
ed for the transport of his remains through 
the Imperial City back to his native city 
of Nanp‘4i, in Chihli province, and the local 
officials en voule are hereby commanded to 
give every aid for the safe transport thereof. 
His sen Chang Jui-ying who is now an 
Under-Secretary in the Board of Punish- 
ments is hereby promoted to the rank of a 
full Secretary in the said Board, which post 
he is to take up as soon as his three 
years of mourning shall have expired. 
His grandson Chang Yuan-eli‘i is hereby 
granted the honorary rank of Master of 
Arts: (chujén) with privilege to comp-te 
at the Chinshih (Doctor) examinations, 
three years from hence. 


16th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the memorial of 
the Bureau of Transmission of Decrees and 
Official Despatches, asking that acting 
Directors («ne Manchu and one Chinese) 
be appointed to the said Bureau in 
view of the recent appvintment by us 


of the substantive Directors, Sha Lien 
(Manchu) and Kéh Pao-hua to become 
Literary Chancellors in the provinces. We 
hereby appoint Tsai Ts‘ai (Manchu) and 
Li Fa-tsao to the acting Directorships of 
the said Bureau, during Sha Lien and Kéh 
Pao-hua’s absences from Peking, 

(2) The Board of Rites anuounces that 
the time has come for the transference 
of the tablet of the late Piince Un‘un, 
Father of the Emperor, from the mauso- 
leum of the late Prince to the Imperial 
Ancestral Temple, and requests that two 
high officers of the Court be appointed to 
escort said tablet to Peking, etc. We 
hereby appoint P‘u Ting (Manchu), Junior 
Vice-President of the Board of Rites, and Li 
Tuan-fen (Chinese), Senior Vice-President 
of the Board of Punishments, to reve: tly 
escort the sacred tablet from the raausoleuam 
to the Imperial Ancestral temple at Pel.ing. 

(3) With reference to the Imperial 
Guards officers who are to be appointed to 
supervise the precincts of the Paoho 
Throne-hall during the examinations of 


‘ the Metropolitan officials for the posts of 


Literary Chancellors in the provinces, we 
hereby appoint the following members of 
our Personal Body Guard to undertake the 
said duties, viz:—Prince Tsai Lien, 3rd 
Order, Duke of Chih, Shan Ch‘ai, E Li-pa, 
and Chuan Shan, to patrol the precincts 
during the first h-lf of the eximinations, 
and Prince P‘u Lun, 4th rder, Fu Sen- 
pu, Ai Lung, Ch‘ang Kuei, and Seh Ling- 
a to patrol during the latter half of the 
said examinations. 


17th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have just received the memorial of 
the Censor, Chang Ch'ung-yi, denouncing 
Hsiich Yiin-shéng, President of the 
Board of Punishments, for encouraging 
and protecting his nephews in their 
evil courses in interfering with justice 
in certain important cases while being 
tried by the local courts in Chihli pro- 
vince. In the present instance, it ap- 
pears that a certain notable of the dis- 
trict of Yiitienhsien, Chihli, had been 
guilty of bribing |he newly cashiered Censor 
Pu Sung to denounce the chihsien or 
district magistrate of the said Yitienhsien 
‘* for using cruel and illegal measures in a 
certain c.se over which he had been asked 
judicially to decide.” ‘The nephew of the 
said President of the Board of Punish- 
ments, named Hstieh Chi alias Hsieh Ju- 
chou is charged with having been the go- 
between in the said bribery and is alleged 
to have guaranteed the success of the 
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said denunciatory memorial. In doing 
this, the said Censor, Chang Ch‘ung- 
yi, declares that the accused President 
was guilty of accepting a bribe from his 
nephew to use his power as presiding Judge 
of the above-named case against the said 
chihsien of Yiit'enhsien, and further that 
the said President in consideration of the 
alleged bribe promised to use his influence 
with his colleagues in giving a favourable 
sentence in accordance with the wishes 
of the giver of the bribes in the first 
instance, etc. These chargea being very 
serious, as wade against a high Minister of 
our Court, must be investigated and probed 
to the bortum, and we hereby appoint the 
Graid Secretary Hsii Ttung to undertake 
the task and make an impartial and truth- 
ful report of the result to us. Chi Hsiu, 
(Manchu) President of the Mongolian 
Superintendency, is also hereby appointed 
to act as Assistant High Commissioner to 
investigate the above case. 


18th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Li Chio-hsi, Salt Intendant of Hunan 
province, is hereby promoted to be Provin- 
cial Judge of Yunnan. 

(2) Ch‘iao Ta-chii is appointed Brigadier- 
General «f the Urga Military Division of 
Kuldja, Chinese Turkestan, 

(3) E-ké-t‘ang-2, Tartar General of 
Féngtien province, Manchuria, denounces 
the lax discipline and carelessness of the 
gaol-warden and his subordinates belonging 
to the sub-prefectural yomén of Shingking, 
Eastern Manchu‘ia, which enabled an 
armed band of marauders last May to 
steal inside the city walls and breaking 
into the gaol liberate certain mem- 
bers of their band who hed been captured 
by the troops and were then lying under 
sentence of death. It is true that the 
gaolers and thief-citchers belonging to the 
yamén turned out in ferce to resiat the 
marauders, resulting in a number of the 
former being killed and a still greater 
number seriously wounded by the ban- 
dits. But there must have been consi- 
derable carelessness in the guarding of 
the city gates and gaol, containing, as 
it did, a number of condemned criminals, 
otherwise the banditti could not possibly 
have succeeded in getting into a walled 
city and then breaking with such ease into 
what should be the well-guarded precincts 
of a sub-prefectural yamén. We therefore 
command that the gaol-warden of the city 
of Shingking be cashiered and stripped of 
his rank of judicial commissary of a 
prefect’s yamén, and that he and his subor- 


dinates beall placed underarrestand betaken 
to Moukden where the said Tartar General 
and the Civil Governor of Moukden, Sung 
Lin, can personally investigate the case to 
find out whether any bribery had been 
accepted by the accused to facilitate the 
liberation of the condemned men by their 
comrades, 

As for Lin Chung-ch‘i, the sub-prefect of 
Shingking, who claims to have been absent 
from the city on official business in the 
country villages when the gaol was broken 
into, although he seeks to wash his hands 
of all blame in the matter, on the strength 
of the above circumstance, the affair is too 
serious to be lightly passed by, and we 
hereby command that he await the de- 
cision of the Board of Civil Appointments 
which has been ordered to deliberate 
over his case. As a matter of fact, it is 
extremely important that the escaped 
criminals be recaptured as soon as possible, 
and those who liberated them must also be 
arrested by the said Tartar General who is 
hereby commanded to send out troops to 
assist the said sub-prefect in effecting their 
capture, within the limit of time prescribed 
by Jaw in such cases. 


19th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We hereby appoint the Grand Secret- 
ary K‘un Kang, the Presidents of the 
Boards of Revenue and War, Wéng T‘ung- 
ho and Hsii Ying K‘uei, aud the sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat, Lu 
Pao-chung, to examine the theses cf the 
competitors atthe examinations for Literary 
Chancellorships in the Paoho Throne-hall, 

(2) The Prince of Jui is appointed to 
sacrifice, in our stead, before the sacred 
Imperial tablet within the Hasiao-lin Im- 
perial mausoleum, 

(8) Jung Lu, Commandant of the Peking 
Gendamerie, etc., reports the capture by 
his force of four members of a gang of 
bandits who, with arms in hand, robbed an 
escort of soldiers in charge of treasure 
destined for the Board of Revenue, outside 
the Capital, The men arrested are hereby 
commanded to be handed over to the Board 
of Punishments for trial and punishment 
ace rding to the laws of the land. As for 
Ts’ao Erh-ta, the chief of the band, and 
others still at large, no efforts should be 
Spared in trying to effect their capture at a 
speedy date. 

(4) The same high officer reports the 
capture by his force of eight members of 
a gang of robbers who had been guilty of 
using violence and murder in plundering 
a house in an adjacent district belonging 


to the Imperial Prefecture. The robbers 
are to be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments for trial and sentence accord- 
ing to the laws of the land. The said 
Commandant is hereby also ordered to 
send us a list of the most deserving of 
his officers and men who distinguished 
themselves in making the above capture in 
order that proper rewards may be given 
them in order to stimulate the efforts of 
the other officers and men. 

(5) Appointing a large number of offici Is 
to the Metropolitan and Provincial ad- 
ministrations. 


20th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Censor, Sung Peh-lu, denounces 
the present system of granting new patents 
of nobility to hereditary heirs who have 
just assumed the ranks and titles handed 
down by their predecessors, and declares 
that the whole system stinks with fraud 
and the foul ways of depriving legitimate 
heirs of their rights when unable to pay 
the fees (legal and illegal) demanded for 
assuming titles by right of primogeniture. 
The Boards concerned are commanded to 
investigate and to recommend some better 
system of protecting the rights of minors 
to their titles. 

(2) Lien Shéng, police Censor of the 
Eastern City of Peking, denounces the 
conduct of one Kuei Peh, av Imperial 
Clansman, who on the 12th of the month 
forced his way into an assistant police 
magistrate’s yamén and by rowdyish con- 
duct and bullying manner tried to ob- 
struct the course of justice, thereby show- 
ing contempt of court in a regularly 
instituted court of justice within the sacred 
precincts of the Imperial Capital. The 
accused Imperial clansman is also charged 
with having struck down the screen be- 
hind the presiding judge’a bench in the 
said court, etc. We herely command that 
the accused clansman be handed over to the 
Imperial Clan Court which, in conjunction 
with the Board of Punishments, shall in- 
vestigate into the truth of the said Censor’s 
charges. 

(3) The same Censor also hands us a 
postscript memorial suggesting that Im- 
perial Clansmen (Yellow Girdles) and 
members of the Collateral Branch of the 
Imperial Clan (Red Girdles) be compelled 
to. wear their distinguishing girdles 
wherever they go, and that if in the event 
of their entering a court of law without 
their girdles they be treated like com- 
moners without any special privileges, etc. 
The Imperial Clan Court is hereby com- 
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manded to deliberate over and report upon 
the said memorial to us at an early date. 


21st June. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Huang Chiin-hsien (ex-Consul- 
General at Singapore—Translator) is here- 
by appointed Salt Int-ndant of Hunan 
province and Taotai of the Cha‘ngsha and 
Paoch‘ing Military Circuit of the same 
province, vice Li Chin-hsi (Ex-Viceroy Li 
Hung-chang’s nephew Translator) pro- 
moted to the Provincial Judgeship of 
Yunnan. 

(2) When wa appointed Sieh P‘ei-hsien, 
Recorder of the Hanlin Academy, the other 
day, to become Vice-Literary Chancellor 
of Fukien province,—he having passed 
a creditable examination in the Paoho 
Throne hall—we received the »ext morning 
a memorial from the Censor Wang T‘ing- 
hsiang, accusing the said appointee of 
having been guilty some years ago of 
giving unbridled license to his servants to 
extort money, etc., from the local officials 
of Shansi province while the said Sieh 
P‘ei-hsien was en route for Kansu province 
to take up the post of Vice-Literary Chan- 
cellor of that province. This was a serious 
charge and we therefore cancelled the 
present appointment of the accused Hanlin 
ecorder, commanding in the meantime 
Hu Ping-chih, the Governor of Shansi, to 
investigate with all speed into the truth of 
the above charge. In the meanwhile we 
hereby appoint Huang Shao-ti to succeed 
Sieh P‘ei-hsien as Vice-Literary Chancellor 
of Fukien, aforesaid. 


22nd June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) Chu Yi-fan is hereby appointed Chief 
Literary Chancellor and Ch‘én Tung-li, 
Vice-Literary Chancellor, of Hunan pro- 
vince. 

(2) Chang Jén-fu is appointed to a simi- 
lar post in Szechuan province, and Yang 
Chieh-san is appointed the above-nimed 
officer’s Vice-Literary Chancellor. 

(3) Lien Chia (Manchu) is appointed 
Chief Literary Chancellor of Kansu pro- 
vince, and Wang Ting-hsiang is appointed 
Vice Literary Chancellor of the same pro- 
vince 

Note.—This last appointment is consider- 
ed the poorest in the gift of the Emperor 
and equivalent to semi-banishment for a 
while. Hence any one appointed to Kansu 
province as Literary Chancellor is usually 
thought to have incurred the displeasure of 
either the Emperor or his most favoured 
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advisera, who seek this as one of the means 
of burying the appointees in oblivion for 
at least twelve months, where they cannot 
do any mischi+f or work »gainst the high 
officisis at Court. Censors who are con- 
sidered too out-spoken are the ones gener- 
ally appointed.—Translator. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 

The Grand Secretary Li Hung-chang, 
Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén, was granted 
this morning an extra leave of one month 
‘from duty at Court. 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 

Lii Hai-huan, substantive Taotai of 
‘Chinkiang, was received in audience by his 
Majesty in the Grand Council Chamber 
this morning, and received instructions 
from his Majesty to proceed to Germany 
ag Envy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to the Courts of Berlin 
and The Hague. 


23rd June. 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


We have received the memorial of the 
Board of Revenue reporting that the three 
years’ term of the high provincial officials 
appointed to supervise the trausport of 
the nickel and copper ores of the Yiin- 
nan and Kueichou mines for Peking is 
about to expir:, avd praying that new 
officials be appointed to succeed them, etc., 
We hereby appoint Yi Ch‘ang, Provincial 
Judge of Szechuan, to supervise the 
said tran-port while the ore is en route 
through that province ; Wang Chib-ch‘un, 
Provincial ‘Treasurer of Hupeh, for that 
province; Nieh Chih-kuei, Provincial 
Treasurer of South Kiangsu, for Kiangsu ; 
and Chi Pang-chen, Provincial Judge of 
Chihli, to supervise the transport of the 
faid ore while passing through Chihli 
province en route to Peking. We would 
exhort the alove newly app inted high 
officials to pay every diligence and care to 
the sufe transport of the ssid ore through 
their several jurisdictions during the suc- 
ceeding three years, and to severely 
denounce to the Throne any laxity or 
negligence of duty of the officers escorting 
the said ore. Great care also should be 
taken to prevent the ore from being 
plundered by the numerous ba: ditti en 
route. The necessary troops by land and 
gunboats by water, sould be applied for 
in advance by the officers in charge of the 
ore, in order that due provision may be 
made by the high provincial authorities 
named above, Auy failure in duty will be 
visited with severe penalties to all con- 
cerned. Further, should any of the high 


authorities named above be transferred or 
promoted, or compelled by any untoward 
circumstances to leave their present posts 
we hereby authorise their successors to 
undertake the duties required in thig 
decree. 

Memorial by Shao Chih-ch‘eng, Pro- 
vincial Treasurer of Kueichou, reporting 
his taking over of the acting seals of the 
Governorship of the ssid province on the 
23rd of April, from Sungk‘un, (Manchu) 
degraded and removed from office. Also 
memorial from Chang Chih-tung, Viceroy 
of Hukuang, reporting that he handed on 
the 27th of May, the seals of the Gover- 
norship of Hupeh to Tfan Chi-hsan upon 
the latter's return to Wuchang from his 
trip to Peking, to which city the said 
Governor had been called in April by a 
special edict of the Threne. 


24th June. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) Wéng Tséng, (Manchy) is appointe 
Vice-Director of At ee aE Ate 
mission of Decrees and Official De<patches, 

(2) Chang Héng, (Manchu) is appointed 
Taotai of the Ch'sng-Clién-t‘ung Intendancy 
of Kiangsu, (Chinkiang Taotai-hip), vice 
Li ai-huan appointed yesterday, Minister 
Plenipotentiary to the Courts of Berlin 
and ‘The Hague, 


COURT CIRCULAR, 


Lit Hai-huan gave thanks to his Majesty 
this morning for his appointment abroad. 


25th June. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hsia Hsing-yu having reported the 
expiration of his three years’ mourning 
for his parent announces his readiness 
to enter the public service again, and 
we, therefore, appoint him to his old post 
of Bri:adier General of the Military D.yi- 
sion of Yuchiang in Kuangsi province, 
which he had to resign at the de.th of 
his father three years ago. But he ww 
still to be retained inc-mmand of the 
troop. garrisoning Laichou, Shautung, and 
vicinity. ; 

; Note:—The sbove-named General who 
is also decorated with the Imperial Yellow 
Riding Jacket and the premier button was. 
while but a lad of nineteen years of a e, a 
dashing leader of a band of 800 Niewtei 
mounred rebels, all young and possessed 
of the reckless spirit animating their 
youthful chief. To the restless ener 

of Hsia’s band is attributed the deith a 
the celebrate’ Prince Sang-ko-lin-ein 
the Mongol Prince wh» vaiued fine 
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in repulsing the first British attack on 
the Taku forts, Tientsin. Prince San- 
ko-lin-sin was eventually appointed Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Imperial forces 
defending Peking and Tientsin from the 
raids of the Nienfei Rebels, soon after the 
suppression of the Taiping Rebellion, and 
his outp:sts stretched as far as the frontiers 
of Chihli and Shantung provinces. While 
at the head ofa bodyguard of 3,000 Manchu 
and Mongol cavalry, the Prince got en- 
tangled amongst the marshes «nd bushes «-f 
the country in the vicinity of Téhchou, Chih- 
li, when seizing their opportunity this band 
of Nienfei which had been hovering on the 
outskirts of the Imperial fore», made a b:ld 
and dashing charge upon the Tartar cavalry, 
scattered }hem and finally killed the famous 
Prince who had been forced to seek safety 
in flight though tnuch against his will. It 
is averred that ‘‘had it not been for this 
Prince San-ko-lin-sin could have escaped 
with safety back within his own lines, 
as did most of the superior offices 
with him who were evidently mure care- 
ful of their skins than this bluff and 
rugged Prince.” With the defeat of the 
main body of the Nienfei by the armies 
of the brothers L', Hsia (like thousands of 
other Taiping and Nienfei chiefs) at once 
transferred his allegiance to the victorious 
Imperialists and with the remnants of his 
band did good service for his new masters by 
defeating again and again the »'ahommedan 
rebels of Kansu, who held his name in 
great terror. For his dashing services 
Hsia obtained his Yellow Jacket ‘for 
bravery,” while yet a young man of 25 
years of age. It was his body of cavalry 
also which secured the assassinated 
qody of the famous Andijani chief Yakub 
Beg of Kashgar at Korla, this Prince 
having been poisoned by one Nazir Bek the 
Mahommedan Governor of Khotan (South- 
west Kashgaria), who went over to the 
victorious Chinese as soon as he had admin- 
istered the fatal draught of poisoned tea to 
his thirsty Master—Yakub Beg —after a dis- 
as'rous battle with the cavalry of Generals 
Hsia and Kuei. General Hsia must now 
be considerably over seventy years of age, 
but heis still full of vigour and energy 
and fit for many years yet of active life. 
His father died at his home in Laichou, 
(where General Hsia is still stationed 
owing to the trust and confidence Governor 
Li of Shantung has in him) three years 
ago, at the advanced age of 97, but in the 
full possession of his faculties at the time 
of his death.—Translator. 

(2) We have received the report of Li 
Ping-heng, Governor of Shantung, stating 


that work on the Yellow River embank- 
ments at West Hanchiak‘ou is impossible 
owing to the state of the silt in the river 
in that vicinity, and asks that permissior 
be given for delaying the work until the 
autumn, when the atate of the river will be: 
more faveurable to the object in view. 
The request is hereby granted, but we 
would enjoin upon the said Governor to 
keep vigilant wa'ch over the 30 000 feet 
of new embankments already put up in the 
said region, aS any mishap 'o them will be 
visited with condign punishment on the- 


_ones guilty of neglect. 


26th June. 
FORESHORE ACCRETIONS IN ANHUI 


Téng Hua-hsi, an officer of the Civil 
Premier button and Governor of Anhui 
province, reports that he has received an. 
Imperial! edict promulgated at the instance 
of the Board of Revenue, instructing the 
memorialist to levy ex'ra money fr»m the 
purchasers of the foresh-re acc etions of 
the Hsihu or Western Lake, in the district 
of Yiit‘aihsien, in Anhui province, on the 
ground that the purchase prices tixed by 
the local officials were ridi-ulously low 
in comparison with those paid by the 
purchasers of foreshore accr-tions in South 
Kiangsu, etc. With regard to the fore- 
shore land in question memorialist states 
that previous to his entering upon office, 
during the incumbency of the late ex- 
Governor, Shen Ping ch‘eng, (1888-1893),. 
the Yiit‘aihsien foreshore lands were 
occupied by both natives of the district 
as well by squatters from other provinces, 
who fought and squabble for possession to 
cultivate this low-lying region. But it was. 
not until thelatter called in bands of rowdies 
and desperadoes to their aid that the then 
Governor, Shen Ping-ch‘eng, asserted the 
majesty of the law, drove out the bad 
characters, memorialised the Throne on the 
subject and fram-d regulations for the 
guidance of the local officials in regard to- 
the land. In other words, the foreshore 
was surveyed, mapped and marked into 
four classes of land, viz :—High, Middling, 
Low, and Very Inferior or most-low ground. 
A careful investigation was made into 
the conditions of the region and the 
circumstances of the people round about 
who would be the natural purchasers and 
tax payers of the said land, and it was 
found that not only was the said foreshore 
in very low country where the slightest 
rise of the Huai river would suddenly 
inundate it, but that this was actually the 
case nine out of every ten years. Hence 
purchasers of the land were generally the 
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worst sufferers, paying taxes for sub- 


merged land and only able to hervedt 
their crops at rare intervala, W io 
taking into consideration the poverty 0 
the lJand-holders they could ill afford. 
Indeed, they were on the point of 
asking for Government remission of taxes 
when his Majesty’s decree _above-noted 
arrived at Anching (Ngankin) the pro- 
vincial capital. On the other hand, the 
uschasers of the foreshore accretions 1n 
South Kiangsu (Kiangnan) were all men of 
weal'h whilst, moreover, the land they 
had purchazed was, without exception, very 
Gne «lluvial fields, etc. Hence they were 
fully able to pay the assessed value 
made by the Kiangsu government on 
the said land, and have not lost any- 
thing by their purchases. Memoria- 
list is able to make this assertion as all 
this passed under his personal super- 
vision w en he held the post of Provincial 
Treasurer of Sowh Kiangsu. The two 
cases are therefore not parallel, and mem- 
orialist asks that the old order of things 
may be adhered to in the case of the 
Yiit‘aihsien foreshore accretions in justice 
to the Iandhulders, otherwise he fears that 
the people will be disconten'ed, and all the 
more easily lend a willing ear to the agents oJ 
malcontent assemblages (secret societies 
are evidently meant by this.—Translatur). 
—Rescript: Granted: Let the Board of Re- 
venue take note. 


27th June. 
KANSU OFFICIALS, 

T‘ao Mu, Viceroy of the Shen-kan pro- 
vinces, ete., reports in a postscript memo- 
rial the arrival at Lanchou of Ting T‘i- 
ch‘ang, the newly-appointed Provincial 
Judge of Kansu, from his audience at 
Peking, and that he had authorised the 
acting Judge to hand over the seals to 
the ew arrival. On the other hand, the 
vacancy in the Haining Taotaiship caused 
by the promotion of the above named Ting 
Ti-ch‘ang, to the Provincial Judgeship is 
still unfilled by the Throne’s nominee, and 
so the memorialist had to appoint an 
acting Taotai in the person of the expectant 
Taot.; Hu Chung-Kuei, who has so far 
gained the confidence of his superior 
officers by bis energy aud intelligent atten- 
tion to his duties. As for Hu Chin-kuei, 
prefect of Ninghsiafu, Kansu, who was 
lately promoted to the Taotaiship of 
the Ninghsia Circuit, owing to the non- 
arrival of the new prefect selected 
by the Throne and the indispensable 
presence of the said Hu Chin-kuei 
required in Ninghsis city, at present, 
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to settle the p-cification question (after 
the late rebelion of Mahommedans), 
memorialist has taken upon himself to 
order the said Hu Chin-kuei to remain in 
his old post until relieved by the nominee 
of the Throne, in order that the ground 
made by the old incumbent may not 
be lost by putting some new inexperienced 
official to handle such delicate matters. 
His Majesty’s approval is asked therein. 
—Rescript : Noted. 


28th June. 
THE GOLD MINES IN THE AMUR REGION. 


Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli and 
Imperial High Commissioner of the 
Peiyang Administr«tion, ete., reports 
that he has been compelled by the glowing 
result of tha man gement «-f the Muho river 
gold mines in the Amur region to request 
his Majesty’s special bounty in the matter 
of granting special recognition of the 
eff rts of the officials and staff connected 
with the above mines. Especially should 
this be done in view of the fact 
that through the energetic and econo- 
mical as well as enterprising management 
of the officials concerned, they during the. 
years 1891-1895, extended the operations 
of the Company by opening the gold 
mines in the vicinity of the Ch‘ikan river 
and at Kuanyin hill. From 1891 to 1895, 
the three mines paid in royalties to the 
Heilungchiang government on behalf of the 
military chest of the said province a total 
sum amounting to Tis 530,000; to the 
military chest of the Peiyang Administra- 
tion an aggregate amounting to Ts. 
100,000 ; Tis. 89,000, odd, to the Kiang- 
su Famine _ Relief Fund; and Tis, 
67,000, odd, towards the Chihli Famine 
Fund. In addition to the above the 
sum of Tis. 36,000, deferred bonus, was 
paid over to government, making a total 
royalty, not including dividends to share- 
holders, of over Tls. 820,000. paid by the 
said mines in four years. This isa great 
difference compared with the royalties paid 
between the four years 1887-1891 (the 
first four years of the mines’ existence), 
which amounted to a total of only Tis. 
33,000. Hence, memorialist thinks that the 
men to whom the prosperity of the said 
Muho mines is due deserve special pro- 
motions at the hands of the government 
which has benefited thereby to such 
a large amount. Memorialist requeets 
therefore permission to present a list of 
eighty names which constitute the whole 
staff of the mines in question.— Rescript : 
Let the Board of Civil Appointments re- 
port thereon... 


29th June. 
: COURT CIRCULAR. 


” The Governor of Peking reports a rain- 
fall of over three inches during : he p:evious 
twenty-four honrs, and states that the 
shower will be beneficial to the cropa in 
the Imperial Prefecture. 


30th June. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 

His Majesty accompanied by the Court 
will proceed to-morrow morning to the 
Yinghsin gate of the Imperial Palace to 
receive H.IL.M. the Empress Dowager 
who returns to the Forbidden City from 
Eho Park for a couple of months’ stay 
in Peking. boo” 

IMPERIAL AUDIENCE, 

His Majesty received in audience in the 
Grand Council Chamber, this uiorning, Hsii 
Huei-féng, Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites, who had been sent on 
detached service as Literary Chancellor of 
the Imperial P: efecture of Shuntienfu, and 
who reported the completion of his labours 
at the examinations for the B.A. or hsui- 
ts‘ai degree. 

No papers of interest. 


lat July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Wén Ch‘, P‘u Liang, and Fu Chung- 
& are appointed 4th-class guardsmen of the 
Imperial Body Guarda. Te Ho-pu, Tuan 
To-pu, En Ch‘uan, Pao Héng, Ngeh Tu, 
and Hung Ngeh are given the rank of 
firs'-slass guards of the Imperial Body 
Guards, with the decoration of the plain 
blue-feather. The newly appointed guards 
(chosen from successful candidates at the 
recent military exatuinations for thechinshih 
or 3rd degree—Trenslutur) are all to do 
duty at the Ch‘ientsing gate of the Forbid- 
den Precincts. Pao Lin is to be given the 
decoration of the Peh-t‘ang-d. 

(2) The other day the Board of Punish- 
ments reported the result of the triacs of 
the Imperial herdsmen of the Taling river 
why had been charged with irregularities 
in making up the annual and triennial 
reports of the number of horses be- 
loiging to the Imperial herds that had 
died daring these periods, and further 
asked us to appoint special High 
Commi+si ners to go over the whole case 
and decide upon the future rules for 
governing the Imperial Herds’ administra- 
tion in the furure. We a-cordingly 
appointed the Assistant Grand Secretary 
and President of the Board of War, Jung 
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Lu, and Hsii Ying-k‘uei, President of the 
Board of Works, to u-dertake the duty. 
The said High Commissioners only re- 
commend stricter observance, than hereto- 
fore, of the original regulations hy the 
superior officers in charge of the Imperial 
Herts, and that if through neglect of the 
herdsmen it be found at the end of each 
annual inspection that the number of 
horses which have died excéeds the limit 
allowed by law those in charge be 
severely denounced for neglect of duty and 
punished therefor. The officers at the 
Imperial Mews are also commanded to be 
more careful in the future and make pr per 
and reliable reports of the number of 
horses rent in every three years from the 
herds, their condition, gen-r4l qualities, ete. 
Any further neglect of duty in this line will 
be severely dealt with in the future. 

(3) With regard t+» the postscript 
memorial of thesame Buard chargi g certain 
officers connected with the Imperial Mews 
administration of cunning and crafty 
dodging of questiuns at the recent trials, 
above noted, we hereby command that 
Chi Té, Senor Assistant Secretary, Heng 
Yu, Scribe, of the said Mews, as well as 
the head herdsman, Ha Sng-t%i, be 
lemperarily cashiere- and reduced 'o the 
common ranks in order that they may be 
questioned in the usual way (i ¢. subjected 
to torture if necessary, which could nor be 
done while they held official rank. —Trans- 
lator). 


2nd July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial adminis- 
trations. 

(2) Yesterday morning. during the pro- 
gress of the Imperial cortége to Eho Park, 
a woman, Chang Lin-shih, a commoner of 
Chilli province, personally «ppealed to us 
for justice. We hereby command that the 
appellant go to the Board of Puni«h- 
ments which is hereby‘commanded to make 
a strict investigation into her cave, so that 
strict justice may be given to all our 
subjects. 

(3) All civil and military officials, high 
and low, connected with the Imperial 
Cour «n duty at the Palace to-day, are 
commanded to appear in full dress Court 
costume, 


3rd July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Yen Hsi is appointed prefect of 
Kiukiangfu, Kiangsi province. 
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(2) With reference to the memorial of 
Ch‘en Pao-chen, Governor of Hunan, eu- 
logising the miitary record of the late 
Ch‘en Shih, late Provincial Treasurer of 
Kiangsi, and a native of Huvan, the 
menioriali-t states that the de- eased served 
with distinction under the late Marquises 
Tséng Ku -fan and Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
against the Taiping rekels in Kiangsi and 
Kuangsi provinces, and was present at 
the siege and fall of Nanking. The de- 
ceased was also instrumental, at the head 
of his brigade of Hunan ‘‘ braves,” in as- 
sisting the la:e Marquis ‘I'so Tsung-t‘ang, 
in suppressing the Great Mahommedan Re- 
bellion in the sixties, and altoyether had 
a very brilliant career during his earlier 
days. Permission to erect memori«l tem- 
ples in the provinces where the deceased 
s-rved, as well «as in his native t wn, is 
therefore besousht by the memorislist 
to which we gladly give our consent in 
recognition of th» faithful services of a 
loy«l servant. The Boards of Revenue 
and of Works are commanded to take the 
matter in hand. 

(3) Regarding the meworial the other 
day «f the Censor Chang Chung-yi, 
denouncing Hsiieh Yun-sheng, Presiden- 
of the Board of Punishments, for encourage 
ing his nephew Hsiieh Chi alias Hsiieh 
Ju-chou in his evil courses,such as bribi: g a 
Censor to denounce the distr ct magistrate 
of Yiitienhsien, Chihli, etc., we, in a 
former decree, commanded the Grand Secre- 
tary Hsii Ttung and Ch‘i Hsiu, President 
of the M-ngolian Superintendency, to 
make a joint investigation into the said 
charges and report impartially and truth- 
fully upon the result. Their report is now 
before us stating that the evidence has 
been very complicated and that no help 
was given to get at the truth by the 
principal witness, the said Hsiieh Ju-chou, 
owing to this man’s unwillingness to 
testify frankly, and that nothing could be 
done until the said witness was cashiered, 
reduced to the common rank, and ques- 
tioned in the usual manner. Further, that 
two other important witnesses—the men 
who handed over the briber to the now 
ceashiered Censor—had not made an appear 
ance, «nd they requested that warrants 
should be made out for the arrest of these 
personages, etc. We hereby command 
that Hsiich Chi alias Hsiieh Ju-chou 
be forthwith cashiered of his rank of 
brevet sub-prefect and expectant pre- 
fect’s recorder of Szechuan, and that he be 
arrested to await trial like a commoner. 
The Viceroy of Chihli, the Governor of 
Peking, and the Commandant of the Peking 
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Gendarmerie are hereby commanded to 
issue warrants for the arrest of the ab- 
sconding witnesses T‘an Ho-ting alias Tan 
Chih and Su Trung, alies Su Chih-shu, in 
ord rv that the case may be setiled at as 
early a date as possible 

(4) Apovointiny a large number af officials 
to the Metropolitan and Provincial ad- 
ministrations, 

(5) The Board of Revenue is commanded 
to look into the regulations rela'ing to 
the appointment of altachés (Secretaries, 
Agsistant Secretaries, and Scribes) of the 
Six Boards to posts in the Granary De- 
partment as the Censor C eng Sze-chan 
complains of injustice and fraud therein. 

4th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship annonne- 
ing that the date for the semi-ainual 
sacrifice to the God of Fire falls on he 
22nd of July, we hereby command Kuei 
Ch‘ang to superintend the sacrificial 
ceremonies on that day at the temple of 
the Fire God in our stead. 

(2) The same Court states that on the 
occasion of our birthday anniversiry on 
the 26th day of the 6th moon (25th July), 
the 27th of July should be set «part for 
special worship at the Imperial Ances'al 
Temple. Prince Lung Ch'ing is hereby 
commanded to sacrifice before the rear 
altars there on that day on our behalf, 

(3) The Ist day of the 7th moon (28th 
July) being the festival of the Autum- 
nal Equinox, we shall go in peison to the 
Imperial Ancestral Temple to offer up 
racrifices in honour of the occasion. Prince 
Tsai Hsun will sacrifice before the Rear, 
Prince Ming Hsun before the Western, 
and Té Sheng before the Eastern allars. | 

(4) The Board of War prays that two high 
military officers be appointed to command 
the Imperial guards selected to police the 
examination halls of the Manchu candidates 
fer the licentiate or B.A. degree. We 
hereby appoint Fén Ch‘é to command the 
Left battalion and Té K‘uei to command 
the Right Battalion on the said occasion. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE, 


His Majesty granted audience in the 
Wénhua Throne hall this morning to the 
new Japanese Minister to Peking. 


5th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Board of Revenue is command- 
ed to deliberate on the memorial of the 
Censor Hsti Tao-k‘un praying that in- 
structions may be issued commanding the 
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repeal for ever of the law sanctioning the | Yii, lis brother, so that both may be 


sale of olficial rank in the Empire, on the 
ground of the many frauds exi-ting in the 
sale of th.se ranks and the entrance cf 
illiterates and incapable men, whose only 
recommendation is wealth, into the ranks 
of the public service, especially at the 
present crisis when the country needs, 
awore t!'an ever, honest and able men to 
govern the people. 

(2) En Shun, Pulice Censor of the West 
City, and his colleagues, jointly denounce 
acertaiu person who has been pa-sing him- 
self offas a Macchu, and as such obtain- 
ed privileges (granted only to Bannermen) 
in getting official rank and pre‘erment. 
Owing to the reports which leaked out 
concerning the accused official, the ineimo- 
rialists sent tim «n i-vitation to clear his 
nume «f these dubious charges, hut the 
accused not only paid no attention to the 
memorialists’ invitation, but even when 
sumnioved according to law th+ accused 
offered defiance 10 the represent«tives of 
the law and refus-d to appear b-fore the 
Censorial Court. ‘The memoria/ists, there- 
foie, pray that the accused, namely, the 
so-called Wén Yii, formerly district magis- 
trate of Chiangyiihsien, Chékiang pro 
vince, be cashiered and reduced to tha 
common ranks, in order that he may be 
made to show cause why the said charges 
are false and give the reasons for decorat- 
ing the front gateway of his residence after 
the fashion of Mauchus of high official 
rank, etc. The request is granted and we 
hereby comman' trat the said Wén Yii 
be immediately cashiere| and arrested and 
sent to stand his trial at the Board of 
Punishments on the charges formulated 
above. The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie is also hereby commanded to 
assist the said memorialists in pulling down 
the official decvrations and paraphernalia iu 
front. of the residence of the accu+ed, and 
contiscate whatever illegal appurtenances, 
to which he had no right, that may be 
found in his house. 

(3) The same wmemorialists also state that 
the said acensed is a younger brother of 
one Ch‘ing K‘uan, who was cashiered some 
time ago from his rank of a secretary of a 
Board, purchased by him, on the ground of 
his having previously been » body-servant 
of acertain high oftci+l in whose service 
the said Ch‘ing K‘uan had accumulated 
considerable money which enabled him tu 
conceal his identity under the guise of a 
Bannerman, ete. We hereby command 
that the said Ch‘ing K ‘van be also arrested 
to take his trial inthe Board of Punish- 
ments at the sume time as the said Wén 


punished according to the law of the land. 


6th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Hsii Chih-hsiang, Literary Chancellor 
of Chéki.ng province, requests promotion 
for certain supervisors and directors of 
instruction under his jurisdiction, as a 
reward for their energy and earn+stness 
in attending to their duties, as shown by 
the flourishing progress of the various 
colleges under them. With reference to 
the list sent to us, we hereby command 
tha’ Wang Wei-kan, director of instruction 
of Huangyenhsien, whe is also an unat- 
tached expectant district magistrate, be 
sent up to Peking to be introduced 'o an 
audience by the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments, and Wang Pao-yii, assistant director 
of instruction of Yugchiahsien, is hereby 
grauted the brevet rank of a director of 
studies in the Imperial Academy at Peking. 
In « postscript memorial by the ssme 
memorialist, he den--unces Waug Shou-ch ‘i, 
assistant director of instruction of Tinghai- 
hsien, for being most deceptive and sly, 
by nature, and unfit in every particular 
for such a responsible post as director 
of instruction for the young people of 
his district; Wang Shou-ch‘i is hereby 
cashiered and dismissed from the service. 
The said Literary Chancellor also praises 
in unstinted terms the goo-l example set 
by one Han Chi‘ing-huo, a retired aged ex- 
Sec:+tary of the Graud Secretariat, and the 
leading notable of his district, and requests 
that some acknowledgment be made by 
the Throne in order tos imulate the geatry 
and notables of other places in the cause 
of encouraging learning and the classics, 
etc. We hereby command the Buard of 
Civil Appointmen’s to deliberate on the 
said Han Ch‘ing-huo’s case. 

(2) T’ao Ma, Viceroy of the Shen-Kan 
provinces, and Wei Kuang-tao, Governor 
of Shensi, jointly request rewards to be 
prauted to certain officials, gentry and 
notables «f the district of Hsiyang, in 
Shensi province, for the prompt manner in 
which they set about crushing a no- 
torious rowdy named Kuo Yen-ch‘ien, 
who at'empted last year to raise an in- 
surrection in this district, just at the 
moment when the provincial authorities 
were busy in pacifying the two provinces 
after the recent rebellion of the Mahom- 
medans. Although the force collected 
by the said insurgent was strong in 
numbers and created panic and devasta- 
tion, while the insurrection lasted, the 
officials and gentry of lisiyanghsien at 
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the head of whom was Ching Hsin. the 
recently promoted Taotai of the Shen- 
An Intendancy, of Shensi, displayed so 
much energy, courage and patriotism and 
and gathered together such a determined 
army of militia and volunteers, that they 
soon crushed the insurrectivn and c:ptur- 
ed the leader Kao, within four months 
of the commencement of the disturbances. 
Such promptitude and patriotixm is com- 
mendable and we hereby grant the rewards 
as recommended by the memorialista in 
accordance with the list herein attached. 
[List of some thirty names given and the 
promotions requested for each man. } 

(3) With reference to the premier class 
of successful candidates amongst the Senior 
Grade of members of our personal guards, 
we hereby command that the thirty-nine 
men be presented to ua for audience, two 
each day, after to-day, in which they are to 
write out before us their names, length 
of practice and study of military tactics, 
and their proficiency in the various kinds 
of weapons, ete. Should it happen that 
we are engaged in other duties, the couple 
destine:|| for audience on that day shall 
be presented the morning following at 6 
o'clock, aud so on. 


7th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chia Ch‘i-sheng is hereby appointed 
Brigadier-General of the T'ung-yung 
Military Circuit of Cnihli province vice 
Wu Hung-!., deceased. 

Note :—The deceased officer was known 
to foreigners as laving shown much kind 
hospitality and help to the survivors of 
the Bokhara disaster at the Pescadores, 
several years «go, and to whom the Com- 
mittee of the Bukhera Fund presented an 
expensive rifle, a vold watch, a telesenpe, 
etc, in tyken of the foreign community’s 
appreciation of the General’s kind help. 
Translator. 

(2) Jung Tieh-chéng is appointed Bri- 
gadier-General of the Yungchou Military 
Circuit of Hunan province. 

(3) Ch‘ing Hsiaug and Wang Cho are 
appointed Provtors of the approaching 
literary examina ions for the licentiate 
degree. 


8th July, 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports the capture by his 
men of five notorious robbers, belonging to 
@ gang of despe-adoes, who have been 
terrorising the vicinity of the Capital by 
their ferocity and ruthless murders when- 
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ever resistance is offered by their victims.. 
The last act of the gang wus severely 
wounding seven persons belonging to a 
farm house, outside the city walls of 
Peking. We hereby command that the 
five robbers be handed to the Board of 
Punishments for trial and sentence accord- 
ing to law, and that immediate steps be 
undertaken for the capture of the rest of 
the gang. 

(2) The same Commandant hands usa 
list «f deserving officers and men who 
distinguished themselve-, on a previous 
occasion, in capturing a number of bandits 
and desperadoes. Tie Board of War is here- 
by commanded to sc:utinise the said list, 


9th July. 


THE ACTING PROVINCIAL JUDGESHIP 
OF HUNAN. 

Li Chin-hsi, Salt Intendant of Hunan, 
reports the taking over of the seals of the 
Provincial Judgeship of Hunan. The 
meniorialist received at the end of May 
last, a despatch from Ch‘en Pao-chén, 
Governor of Hunan, sending information 
of the death of Kuei Chung-hsing, the 
Provincial Judge at Ch‘angsha, the 
capital of the province, on the previous, 
day and commanding him to act, 
for the time beng, as Judge, pending the 
selection of another Judge by his Majesty, 
etc. Memorialist accordingly having settled 
all his affairs connected with his Intendancy 
handed over his seals to his acting suc- 
cessor and took over the seals of the acting 
Judgeship on the Ist of June last. In 
accordance with etiquette menuorialist 
hereby rvports the date of his taking 
over of the said seals to the Throne. 
Rescript : Noted. 


10th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Yiin Yii-ting is hereby appointed 
Groom of the Library in the Supervisorate 
of Instruction of the Ileir-Apparent. 

(2) We have received the report of Lu 
Ch‘uan-lin, Vic-roy of Szechuan, stating 
that one Wu Lao-erh, a condemned crimi- 
nal lying in the Péugshan district goal 
of that province, had succeeded in 
escaping from prison through the careless- 
ness of the gaolwarden and his assistants, 
We hereby command that the said gaol- 
warden be cashiered and sent under arrest, 
together with his assistants, to Chéngtu for 
trial by the said Viceroy himself, in order 
'o find out whether any bribery had been 
accepted to facilitate the eacape of the 
ssid condemned from prison, or otherwise. 
As for K‘ang Shou-ting, the district 
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magistrate of Péngshanhsien, who declares 
that he was absent from his yamén on 
special official business, at the time of the 
said breaking of gaol, thereby thinking to 
exonerate himself from responsibility in 
the affair, we fail to see itin this light 
and command that the said magis- 
trate be handed to the Board of Civil 
Appointments for the determination of 
a proper penalty for his carelessness. 
The said Viceroy shall see to it that every 
effort be made for the recapture of the suid 
Wu Lao-erh within the period limited by 
law, in order that justice may take its usual 
course and the laws be not cheated. 


11th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hsti Shu-min, Senior Vice-P: esident. 
of the Board of War, is hereby appointed 
to go to Chékiang province as Chief Liter- 
ary Chancellor to bestow the degree of 
M.A. (Chajen), and Wu Yii-shéng, member 
of the Hanlin Academy, is app-inted 
Assistant Literary Chancellor of the same. 

(2) Huang Shao chi, Sub-Chancellor of 
the Grand Secretariat, is appointed Chief 
Literary Chancellor four the M. A. ex- 
aminations in Hupeh province, and Yung 
Yeh-ch‘i is appointed Assistant Literary 
Chancellor. 

(3) Chang Peh-hsi is appointed Chief 
Literary Chancellor for Kiangsi province 
and Yang Chia-ch‘i is appointed Assis- 
tant Literary Chancellor. 

12th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Yen Mou, Tartar-General of Kirin, 
denounces the gaolwarden in the yamén of 
the Military Guvernor of Hunch‘un. The 
accused is a petty military hereditary 
noble, named Wu P‘éng-ngéh, and is 
charged with breaking the regulations in 
regard to exiles banished to Kirin, in 
that he allowed the criminals confided to 
his charge to roam about at will instead of 
being confined. In this way, an exile named 
Li Yu was allowed ‘o get into commu- 
nication with a gang of bandits, snd acting 
in collusion with them, robbed the residence 
of the Manchu Colonel Ch‘un Sheng of a 
considerable amount of money. Such a 
case is not on a par with an ordinary case 
of carelessness, and requires prompt action. 
We, therefore, command that the said Wu- 
Péng-ngéh be cashiered and handed over 
to trial by the Kirin authorities, and 
punished according to law. 

(2) We have received the memorial of the 
Police Censor of the southern city, Mu 
Téng-ngéh, accusing the judicial deputies of 


the Bard of Punishments of framing ex- 
cuses in order to avoid resp: nsibility in giv- 
ing heavy sentences in an important case, 
and praying us to command the said Board 
to push on the trial of the case of the 
commoner, Chio K‘un, who has accused 4 
certain Lin Sze-t'ang of having abducted a 
member of the complainan:’s family. The 
said c1se was taken before the metnorialist’s 
court and by him sent up t» the Board of 
Punis!'ments for sentence, owing to the 
case being too serious a one for him to 
give judgment upon. On the other hand, 
the judicial depuries «f the said Board, 
who had been ordered to try the case, 
attempted to get off from doing so by 
framing excuses to the effect that ‘'as 
the abduction had ‘aken place at a 
distance from the walls of the capital, 
namely, in the western suburbs, in the 
district of Wanp‘ivghsi-n, whereby it 
would cause much trouble and delay in 
assembling witnesses, etc., the said case 
should be transferred to the court of 
the Wanping magistrate, it laving occur- 
red within his jurisdiction.” The de- 
puties further commande! the said magis- 
trate fo report the rvsults as soon as 
he had compieted the evidence. Ths 
is witheut doubt an attempt to shirk 
responsibility, and as the case was sent up 
by the said memorialist to the Board of 
Punishments, by what right did it hand 
the same over to the district magistrate ? 
We hereby command the said Board to 
assemble the petitioners «nd witnesses in 
the case at an early date, and try it ina 
just ard equitable manner. They must 
get the true bearings of the case and 
sentence the really guilty ones according 
to law. Let there be no more evasion of 
responsibility. 

(3) Na-sun-cho-ké-tu of the Tushe'u 
Khanate, Khalka Mong Js, is hereby 
commanded to resign his post of Imperial 
Commissioner at Urga. 


13th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reports the capture by his 
force of seven members (ames given) of a 
gang of robbers, amongst whom are some 
members of the Imperial Clan, and praying 
that the prisoners may be handed over to 
the Board of Punishments, which is to be 
commanded to try them in cenjunction 
with the Imperial Clan Court, etc. The 
prayer is granted, and we futher command 
the said Conimandant to use every effort 
to capture those of the gang still said to 
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be at large. The yaméns above named 
are commanded to take note. 

(2) The same Commandant further re- 
ports the capture of two notorious criminals 
who have been accused of belonging to a 
large band of bandits, who have been pil- 
laging the suburbs of the C ipital and a num- 
ber of villages in the vicinity of Peking. 
We hereby command that the two pri- 
souers be handed over immediately to the 
Board of Punishments for trial. 

(3) The same Commandant presents a 
list of deserving officers and men belonging 
to his force who distinguished themselves 
in capturing notorious criminals and 
desperate bandits, and prays that adequate 
promotio:s be granted to those named 
therein in order to stimulate emulation 
amongst the other members of the Corps, 
etc, We hereby command the Board of 
War to scrutinise the said list’ and report 
thereon to us at an early date. 

(4) Té-mu-ts‘u-k‘é-to-erh-chih of the 
Tsetsen Khanate, Khalka Mongols, is 
hereby appointed Imperial Commissioner 
at Urga, vice Na-sun-cho-ké-tu, dismissed. 


14th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received a memorial f:om 
Hsiang Lin and his colleague E Ch‘un-a, 
stating that Chung Té-ming, an ex-Censor, 
who was banished to work «n the post-roads 
for accepting bribes during his Censorship, 
has subscribed a large sum of money to 
the Post-roxds Administration, and praying 
that the money be accepted and the donor 
given a word of Imperial commendation, 
etc. Now the said ex-Censor was clearly 
convicted of having accept-d a disgraceful 
bribe and deserved punishment for his 
crime, which was a serious one. We 
forbid the acceptance of money from this 
person and we hereby strongly censure the 
memorialists fer failing to make a discrim- 
ination, and for recommending the accept- 
ance of donations from such a criminal. 


15th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Liu En-p‘u is appointed Chief Special 
Examiner of the Kiangsu M. A. competi- 
tions, and Chu Hsi-én is appointed Assist- 
aut Examiner. 

(2) Peh Chin-lin is appointed Chief 
Special Examiner for Shensi province, and 
Liu Hsio-ch‘ien, Assistant Examiner at the 
M. A. examinations in the said province. 

(3) Chao K‘uang is appointed S ‘cond 
Captain ..f the Tribute Rice military pulice 
battalion of Anhui, at Nganking. 
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16th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Sung Lin, Civil G vernor of Mouk- 
den, reports that hs maladies are such 
that he feels that he cannot ¢ ntinue the 
duties of his office properly and, therefore, 
prays that he be permitted to resign. His 
prayer is hereby granted and he is allowed 
to return to his Banner Reservation to 
recruit his health. 

(2) With reference to a postscript mem- 
orial by the said high official praising the 
talents and abilities of Chih P‘éng (another 
Manchu) at present Taotai of the Féng- 
tien Post-roais Adminis*ration, and re- 
commending that exception be made 
in the said Chih P‘éng’s favour by granting 
him extraordinary promotion, so as to 
enable him to qualify for the post to be 
vacated by the said mam -rislist, this is 
clearly overstepping the limit of his privi- 
leges and we hereby command that the said 
Sung Lin be handed over to the Board of 
Civil Appointments forthe determination 
of an-adequate penalty for such audacity. 

17th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) T’ao Mu, Viceroy +f the Shen-Kan 
provinces, prays ou behalf of Luny Tsai- 
tien, Brigadier-General of the military 
division of Shuchou, Kansu, that he be 
allowed !o resign his post on grounds of 
illness, etc. The request is granted. 

(2) Ting Chieh is app-inted Civil 
Governor of Moukden vice Sung Lin 
resigned. 

(3) Ho Chien-wei, Brigadier-General of 
the military division of Hochou, Kansu, 
is transferred to the c »mmand at Shuchou, 
vice Lung Tsai-tien resigned on account of 
illness, and Tso P‘o is appointed to 
Hochou vice Ho Chien-wei, traneferre! as 
above. 


18th July. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Censor Hua Hui denounced re- 
cently Huang Yii-én, Provincial Treasurer 
of Fukien, of conduct unbecoming one of 
his high rank and further accused him of 
haughtiness and avarice, In view of this 
we commanded P.en Pao-ch‘uan, Viceroy 
of Min-Ché, to secretly investigate the 
said charges and report truthfully to us. 
The report of the said Viceroy is now 
befure us in which he states that the 
accused official has not been found guilty 
of remissness in his duties, nor can proofs 
be obtained of the truth of the charges 
made against him by the said Censor, but 
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he has been found to be too lenient | to appe:r in full court robes in honour of 


in his treatment of his subordinates, 
so that the underlings in his yamén have 
been found to have been guilty of outrges 
wi haut having been brought toaccount, from 
the responsibility of which it was impossible 
to absolve the accused official. We hereby 
command that the said Huang Yii-én be 
handed over to the Board of Civil Appvint- 
ments for determination of an adequate 
penalty. As for the st-ff of the said 
Provincial Treasurer who have .been 
found guilty of various misdemeanours, 
Ping Yuan, an expectant sub-prefect of 
Fukien, is hereby degraded to the rank 
of gaolwarden in a prefect’s yamén, or that 
of a deputy district magistrate, and Tang 
Yii-shih, formerly acting marine sub-pre- 
fect of Foochow, who has already been 
degraded upon a previous denunciation, is 
hereby ordered to be deported to his 
native city and is not allowed to linger 
in Foochow any longer. The Board con- 
cerned is commanded 'o n-te the same. 


(2) Appointing a number of Censors to 
inspect the tribute rice newly arrived at the 
Imperial granaries in Peking and North 
T'ungchou. 

(3) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial ad- 
ministrations. 


19th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


41) The Censor P‘ang Hung-shu, com- 
plains that the peop'e of Chékiang and 
other provinces suffer a great deal by 
being compelled to pay their land taxesi» 
copper cash after the old exchange t«riff 
for silver, in consequence of which there 
is much distress in the provinces through 
the avarice and dishonesty of the collectors 
of revenue. He recummends that the 
officixls concerned Le commanded to make 
equable reductions in their computations 
between the value of copper cash and 


silver, etc. The Board of Revenue is 
commanded to report upon the said 
memorial, 


(2) Lung En is appointed Junior Direct- 
or of the Imperial Stud Court (Assistant 
Master of Horse.) 


20th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The 23rd instant being the date 
appointed by Her Majesty, the Empress 
Dowager, for removing her Court, we here- 
by command all the Princes, Dukes, 
nobles and high ministers of our Court 
on duty at the Palace on that day 


the occasion. 


(2) The 27th instant (28th day of the 6th 
mon) being the anniversary of our birthday 
we hereby command that the 25th, 26th, and 
the 27th instant be declared a public holiday, 
and the members of our Court are excused 
from attendance on duty on those days. 


21st July 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a large number of officials 
to the Metropolitan and Provincial ad- 
ministrations. 

(2) Ma Wei-p‘o is appointed deputy 
assistant polic+ mugistrate of the Eastern 
city. 

(3) Téng Wén-yung is appointed gaol- 
warden of the assistant police magistrate’s 
yamé «in the Northern city. 

No other papers of interest. 


22nd July 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Prince Tsai Ying and Tsa-lé-féng-d 
are appoin'ed Proctors at the archery 
competition on horseback and on foot of 
the Manchu Banner candidates for the 
licentiate or B.A, degree. 

(2) En Shun is appointed one of the 
Proct»rs at the literary examinations of 
the same candidates, 

(3) We have received the memorial of 
Hsii Tao-k‘un, a Censor, reciting the great 
distress of the perple of Kiangsi province 
in consequence of the recent floods there, 
since the beginuing of the summer, caused 
by incess:nt rains in thespring. We fully 
sympathis» with our poor subjects in their 
troubles and hereby exh rt the provincial 
authorities of Kiangsi to exert themselves 
to the utmost in transporting food and 
money to the famished districts. 

(4) E Ling-ngéh, Tartar General in 
Kansu province, denounces Téh Téng, 
senior Colonel of the Left Wing of the 
Manchu garris:n of L'angchou, Kansu, of 
having swallowed up all the money set a- 
side in the military exchequer «t Liangchou 
for purchasing arms an ammunition to 
fit the troops out with proper rifles, ete., 
after the style of the foreign-drilled 
regiments. It appears upon investigation 
by the memorialist, who had recently been 
appointed to the said post, that the said 
accused officer had the control of the 
military chest for over a dozen years, 
during which time he had pocketed the 
said surplus in collusion with the Banner 
Captains Yui Chen and Yung Mesien. 
This conduct merits severe punishment 
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on the culprits, and we hereby com- 
mand that the -aid Colonel be forthwith 
eashiered and dismissed for ever from the 
service ; that his peacock feather decoration 
be publicly p'ucked forth from his hat, and 
that he be sentenced to hard labour on the 
military post roads to expiate his crime. 
The accused tw» Captains are also hereby 
eashiered, while the milirary chujén En Yuan 
who hasproved himself to be«-fa quarrelsome 
disposition and guilty of conduct unbecom- 
ing a man of his rank is also commanded 
to be cashiered as a warning to others. 
‘The Mongolian Superintendency is hereby 
commanded to take note, 


23rd July. 
No papers of interest. 


24th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chi Pang-chén, Provincial Judge o 
Chihli, is hereby promoted to the Pro- 
vincial Treasurership of Fukien vice Huang 
Yu-yén, dismissed on the denunciation of 
the Censor Hua Aui. . 

(2) Yuan Shih-k‘ai, substantive Taotai 
of Wenchow (ex-Resident at Seoul, Corea, 
before the war with Japan—Translutor) is 
hereby promoted to become Provincial 
Judge of Chihli, vice Chi Pang-chén pro- 
moted to Fukien as abvve. 

(3) The other day the Censor Chéng 
Sze-chan denounced T‘an Chung-lin, Vice- 
roy of the province: of Kuangtung and 
Kuangsi, of favouritism and the appointing 
of relatives and kinsmen to positions of 
trust and gain in his Vicer yalty—who 
blind his eyes as to their conduct—to 
the exclusion of worthier men whose only 
fault was that they were outsiders and 
had no priva'e claims on the great man. 
The said Viceroy is also accused of 
avarice, senility and lack of energy and 
promptness in dealing with the duties of 
his high post (he is nearly eighty years old 
—Translator,) and is charged with being 
constantly imposed upon by thoseabout him. 
We therefore appointed Hsii Cheng-yi, 
Governor of Kuang'ung, to make secret 
investiga'ion into the truths of the charges 
contained in the said Censor’s memorial, 
and to report impartially to us, free of 
bias or the wish to screen a colleague. 
The report of the sail Governor is now 
before us in which he states that with 
reference to the principal charges 
made, namely, that the x«ccused offi- 
cial had heen imposed upon by the 
expectant prefect Fang Kung-hui, who 
was anxious to buy the monopoly of the 
Weising Lottery in Kuangtung province ; 


that the accused official was unable to find 
out that the Colonel Commandant at Can- 
ton, Féng Ming, had been receiving bribes 
from the said Fang Kung-hui to push the 
latter’s schemes in the viceregal yamen ; 
and, lastly, that the said Viceroy had failed 
to punish-one Chang Chung, a First Cap- 
tain in the Hunan Brigade of Canton, for 
rowdyism and conduct unbecoming an 
officer of the Imperial army, he (the said 
Governor) begs to point out that the three 
persons above-named had already been de- 
nounced to the Throne by the ac2used high 
officer at a date prior to the formulation of 
the above chrges, and further, that the 
said Viceroy had already dismissed them 
from office long before our edict had arrived 
at Canton. This, the memorialist says 
in conclusion is not at all like being 
guilty of having been imposed upon, and 
we agree with him that the said Vice- 
roy is still worthy of our confidence. But 
the three men named above are really un- 
worthy men, and their reputation is most 
unsavoury, hence, we hereby command that 
they be forthwith cashiered and dismissed 
from the service. As for the petty official 
of the 9th grade, Class B. T‘an Hsiin (a 
kinsman of the Viceroy.—Tvranslator) who 
having been found to have received ‘bribes 
condoned his offence by refunding the 
monies received by him, we cannot hold 
him guiltless and command that he also be 
cashiered with the above named three 
officials. With reference to T‘an Pao- 
ch‘uan, an expectant prefect of Kiangsi 
and the son of the accused Viceroy as he 
has been proved to have had nothing to do 
with the above matter nor had been guilty 
of interference and improper conduct, there 
is no necessity of dealing further with his 
case and he is hereby excused. 


25th July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Ch‘en Yiin-yi is appointed Taotai of 
Wenchow (Wén-Ch‘u Intendancy of Ché- 
kiang) vice Yuan Shih-k‘ai, promoted Pro- 
vincial Judge of Chihli. 

No other papers of interests. 


26'h and 27th July. 
No papers of interest. 


28th July, 
THE DIFFICULTIES OF LOCAL OFFICIALS 
AT CH‘ANGSHA 

Ch‘en Pao-chén, Governor of Hunan, 
in answer to an intimation of a certain 
Censor that the magistrates of the two dis- 
tricts of Ch‘angshahsien an‘ Shanhuahsien, 
which compose the capital city of Ci‘augsha, 
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do not pay much attention to the duties of 
their important posts, repors that, as a 
matter of fact, the two officials concerned 
are surrouuded by more difficulties of which 
anyone who has net had pers nal knowle/ge 
would find it difficult to believe. These 
Officials, as magistrates of the provincial 
capital, have duties and expenses from 
which the magistrates of cities elsewhere 
are exempt. They have to provide many 
things for the yaméns of their superior 
officers whose name is legion in the pro- 
vincial capital, and many other expenses 
provided by law which swallow up their 
income, so that men placed in such posts 
find themselves involved in such financial 
difficulties and problems to make both 
ends meet at the end of each year that 
their time becomes necessarily vuccupied 
in such matters, to the neglect of all other 
duties. Through stress of circumstances 
they are compelled to devolve all territorial 
and judicial matters to deputies, while 
they themselves are engrossed in financial 
questions from year’s beginning t» year’s 
end. After careful enquiry and personal 
secret investigation the memorialist is 
so convinced that such js actually the 
case that he feels bound to defend and 
to excuse any dereliction of attention to 
matters judicial by the two magistrates in 
Ch‘angsha city, and the only remedial 
schemes possible are, first, to appoint 
capable and energetic deputies to assist 
these magistrates, who must themselves 
be honest and talented men, otherwise 
they would soon be engulfed iu the 
denunciations and complaints of the gentry 
and people of the metropolis, and, next, to 
devise some means to supply from the 
surplus funds an annual subsidy to the 
magis'rates in question, to enable them to 
be free from that anxiety which burdens 
the life of every magisterial incumbent in 
Ch‘angsha, namely, the fear that they may 
be unable to clear their annual accounts of 
taxes with the provincial treasury. They 
know that imprisonment and confiscation 
will surely follow them if they are unable 
to pay into the treasury the money deman- 
ded from them annually for taxes, etc., and 
with the terror of this danger hanging by 
a hair over their heads, in face of the innu 
merable expenditures which they must 
bear as metropolitan magistrates, and which 
swallow upevery availableincome they have, 
it is not to be wondered at that the night- 
mare of deficient revenues far out-balances 
the honour of being selected for such posts. 
But if a method be devised to assist these 
officials financially the memorialist feels 
sure that they will henceforth pay more 


attention to judicial matters and no more 
complaints need be made on that score in the 
future. Metmorialist has found a source of 
income from the interest accruing on a large 
deposit in the pawnshops, kept as an 
emergency fund, which may be diverted 
towards assisting the two district magis- 
trates of Ch‘angsha, which he prays his 
Majesty to give him authcrity to pay to the 
two officials concerned.—Rescript: Let the 
Board of Revenue take note. 


29th July. 
No papers of interest. 


30th July. 

The whole of this day’s Gazefte is occu- 
pied with a memorial by E-k‘6-t'ang-a, 
Tartar General and Military Governor of 
Féngtien, M-nchuria, in answer t» the de- 
nunciation of a certain Censor charging 
the local officials of the sub-prefectures of 
Fénghuang (near the Y»lu river) and fsiu- 
yen, at the h-ad of the Liaotung Peninsula, 
with having surreptitiously cuilected tithes 
from the people of the two sub-prefectures 
as well as land rents of the estates of certain 
Princes and nobles at Peking in detiance 
of the special decree absolvi«g the people 
of Lower Manchuria from taxes for the 
space of three years, owing to their having 
suffered so much in the late war with 
Japan. The charges are denied in toto, 
and it is stated that the rents were not 
new ones but owing for many years 
previous to the war, and also that but 
three-tenths of the whole were deinandec 
in obedience to a former Imperial edict, etc. 
The Emperor simply writes the word 
“Read” on the memorial in question, which 
shows that the matter is still under dis- 
cussion by the Grand Council. 


31st July. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


With reference to the memorial of En 
Shun, the Police Censor of the Western 
city, reporting that the head of the vrain 
octroi department named Chang Yin-t‘ang 
had complained to him of the fraudulent 
proceedings of the clerks in the yamén of 
the tribute rice commissary, we hereby 
command Hu Yii-fén, Governor of Peking, 
to investigate the matter and re-print the 
grain regulations in order to afford no. 
further excuses of ign»rance by breakers 
of the law. 

1st August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received the memorial of the: 
Assistant Grand Chamberlain Jung Yi 
preying that he be allowed to resign his. 
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post owing to chronic illness... His prayer 
is granted. 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


His Majesty granted audience this 
merning to Li Hsing-jui, the newy ap- 
pointed Provincial Judye of Fukien, in the 
Grand Council Chamber, during which his 
Majesly graciously granted him permission 
to return to his home, on leave of absence 
for one month, before sturting for his new 
post. 


2nd August. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Suu Chia-nai, President of the Board 
of Rites and Governor Adjoint of Peking, 
is he:eby promoted President of the Board 
of Civil Appointments (Senior Board of 
the Six Boards—Translator) vice Li Hung- 
tsao, the late Grand Secretary, deceased. 

(2) Hsii Ying-k‘uei, President of the 
Board of Works, is appointed President of 
the Board of Rites, vice Sun Chia-nai 
promoted as above. ; 

(8) Ch‘ien Ying-p‘u, ! resident of the 
Court of Censors, is promoted President : f 
the Board of Works, vice Hs Ying-k‘uei 
transferred as above. . 

(4) Liao Shou-héng, Imperial Commis- 
siouer of the T‘ungchou granaries, is 
promoted to be President of the Cuurt of 
Censors, vice Chien Ying-p‘u promoted as 
above. 

(5) Hsii Fu, President of the Board of 
War, is lhlereby further appointed Aesistant 
Director of the Bureau editing the Collect- 
ed Institutes of the Imperial dynasty. 

(6) Wéug T‘ung-ho, President of the 
Board of Revenue, is hereby further ap- 
pointed Tutor of the Hanlin Bachelors in 
the Hanlin Acsdemy. 


3rd August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Senior Grand Secretary, Li 
Hung-chang, is hereby appointed Chief 
aoe of Essays in the Wuying Throne- 
hall. 

Note: This is the place where audience 
is give by the Emperor to successful cindi- 
dates at the triennial examinations com- 
prting for the Chinshih military degree, 
and where their compositions are written 
and exaniined by officers appointed by the 
Throne. Amongst the successful Chinshih 
one hundred and tweuty of the best are 
eelected for the rank of Shihwei (equivalent 
to the literary Hailin) which entitles the 
liolders to bec»me members of the personal 
bodyguard of the Emperor. There are 
four classes of these *hihwet, the lowest of 


which is equal in rank to a Second Cap- 
tain in the recular army, whle these of 
the highest class are rewarded by being 
appointed Provi:cial Comman er-in-Chief 
((T%fa) and Brigadier-Generals (Tsung- 
ping) in the case of Chinese and Tartar 
Generals (Tsiangchun) and Assistant Mili- 
tary Governors, (Tué ‘wng), with Manchus 
and Mongols:—Translator. 

(2) With reference to the recent passing 
away of the Jate lamented Assistant Grand 
Secretary and President of the Board of 
Civil Appointments, Li Hung-tsao, We 
have received a special decree from H.I.M, 
the Empress-Dowager Tze-hsi, ete., who: 
desires us to express to the Cou't and 
high Ministers in the metropolis «nd the 
provinces her Majesty’s deep and sincere 
grief at the death of this faithful servant, 
who so loyally served the dynasty during 
three reigus. His sterling character and 
unswerving loyalty have been yrea!ly appre- 
ciated both by her Majesty and by our- 
selves. Ablh ough the late Assistant Grind 
Secretary had been sufferi.g from acute 
pains from rheumatism ad gout in 
the legs he still persist d in trying to 
attend personally to ‘he duties of his high 
post, although we often gave him per- 
mission to ask fur leave of absence to: 
atten! to his maladies. Last spring, how- 
ever, his malady became tov severe and 
he was compelled to repeatedly ask for 
permission to resign for fear of neglecting 
the duties cf his various posts, but un-. 
willing to lose entirely his valuable services 
we never granted the request but allowed 
him to stay away from Court as long as he: 
pleased, hoping that in this way he could 
obtain a much-needed rest and freedom 
from anxiety and thereby recruit his health. 
We also deputed our own physicians to 
wait upon this faithful servant and o:dered 
the prescriptions to be filled from our own 
private medical s! ores, sending «-ften special 
officers to see how our lite Minister was: 
progressing. Judge then of our grief and: 
that of her Imperial Majesty all of a sudden 
to hear of his death. Her Majesty has 
therefore commanded me to appoint Prince 
Tsai Ying, 4h Order. to go and offer 
sacrifice before the remains in her Majesty’s 
stead, accompanied by an escort of ten 
Shihwet (members of the Emp-ror’s own 
personal bodyguard—Tanslator) in order 
to mark her Majesty’s respect for the de- 
ceased statesman and her sympathy for the: 
bereaved family, 

(3) We are fui ther grieved to learn of the 
death of H-k‘é-tan-pu, Brigadier-General 
of Chinese Bannermen (Hanchiin) at Can- 
ton. The deceased officer's military record 


dates from the fifties, when during 
the reign of the la‘e Emperor Hsien Féng 
he was promoted from the ranks of 
his imperial M«jesty’s personal bodyguard 
t+ take command of Banner trops fighting 
against the Taiping rebels. ‘He served in 
the not-ble campaigns in Chibhli, Honan, 
Shantung and other provinces, and won 
distinction an! promotion until he was 
appointed Commandant of the Chinese 
Bannermen in Canton, in which cap- 
acity he gained beth the admiration 
and respect of his superior’s the suc- 
cessive Tartar Generals of Canton and 
the love and devotion of his soldiers. 
In recognition of the deceased officer’s 
faithful services, We hereby command that 
all errors set against his name in the 
recor!s of the Board of War be herewith 
erased and let tle said Board report. to us 
the pecuniary and ot!-er allowances dus to 
the b reaved family at the hands of their 
grat-ful sovereign, 

(4) Fu Féng (Manchu) is appointed 
Junior Director of the Court of Revision. 


4th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chung Kuang, sesior Vice Presi- 
dent of the Board of Civil Appointments, 
again a-ks us to permit him to resigs his 
post owing to chronic illness which he 
cannot get rid off within any reasonable 
time, whil» he promises that if he be 
allowed to retire for atime and he finds 
himself once mure convalescent, he engages 
to prostrate himself before the Palace gates 
to pray us (o res'ore him to office, etc. As 
we cannot afford to rob ourselves of such 
a valuable servant we hereby grant him 
another mouth’s leave of absence from his 
duties, th-re being no necessity just now 
to appoin. «ny ne to take over his post 
for good. 

(2) At. the andivnce granted this morning 
by us in Bho Park we noticed that the list 
of names presented to us in Manchu 
characters was in many places wrongly 
written, Ths carelessness must not be 
permitted to pass unnoticed and we hereby 
comimand that an investigation be made 
as to whe were .n duty at the Park Palace 
this morning so that penalties may be 
visited on the delinquent secretaries. 

(3) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metrop ‘litan and Provincial adminis- 
trations. 

bth August, 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Lu Chung-ch’i is hereby appointed 

Special Imperial Examiner at the triennial 
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examinations for the M. A. degree in 
Shantung province and Li Kuei-lin is ap- 
pointed Assistant Examiner. They are 
given the privilege of travelling by the 
Imperial post servic». 

(2) Wang Tsu-tung is appointed Special 
Imperial Examiner to Shansi province and 
Yao Shu-mi Assistant Examiner for the 
M.A. competitions during the triennial 
examinations in Taiyuenfu. 

(3) Kuan Ting-ho and Hua Chun-sén 
are appointed C:ief and Assistant Imperial 
Examiners in the above named ¢ pacity for 
the province of Honan. 


6th August 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Sung Kuei (Manchu) President of the 
Board of Works, and Liang Pei (Manchn) 
Vi-e-President of the Court of Censors, 
are appointed Chief ani Assistant Ex- 
aminers, resp-ctively, of the Manchu, 
Mongol, and Chine e candidates for the 
M. A. dezree for Translators in the Manchu 
and Chinese languages at the forthcoming 
trienni:] examinations for Baunermen of 
the three nations. 

(2) Wo-erh-ch‘ing-rgéh (Manchu) and 
P’ei Wei-an are appointed Proctors a: the 
above named competitions. 

(2) Kéng Yi (Manchu) and Péng Shéh 
ae appointed to keep tally of the list of 
names in the roll call of the Banner 
candidates competing at the said triennial 
examinations for the degree of M. A. 
Translators «-£ the Manchu and Chinese 
languages. 


(4) ‘The folowing officers are  ap- 
pointed to conduct the search, for 
oe 4 ” . 9 

cribs” (chia-tai) on the per-ons of 


i-tending competitors who present them- 
selves for examination, namely, Prince 
Tsai H-iin ; P‘u Shan, (Manchu) Junior 
Vice-President of the Board of Civil 
Appointments ; Ch‘én Hsio fén, Junior 
Vice-President of the Board of Revenue ; 
Chang Ying-lin, Junior Vice-President of 
the Board of Rites; Wén Ch'ih, Director 
General «f£ the Imperial Granaries ; Ying 
Sing, Tsai Lan, Shu Ch‘un, En P‘u and 
Hsiu Chieh. 

(5) As to the Brigadier-Generals who are 
to command the Imperial Guards detailed 
to keep order in the examination halls and 
military c mpetition grounds on the present 
occasion, we hereby appoint Prince Yi 
Kung to command the Guards in charge 
of the Left Wing and Prince Jung Lung 
to command the Right Wing within the 
examination precincts. 
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79 


a a ee 


7th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Ch‘ung Huan and Chih Jui, 
Imperial Administrator and Vice Im- 
perial Administrator at Urga have de- 
nounced to us the defiant conduct of a 
Mongol Djassack, or chieftain, named A-yo- 
erh-sé-teh-tan-cha-mu-tsa, who having 
been made a defendant in a case of extor- 
tion defied the authority of this Captain 
‘General of his League and left his post 
with: ut first get'ing permission todo so, 
and without waitivg for the judgment to be 
given in his case by the meiorialists 
and the said Captain General, pretending 
that he was going to appeal his case to 
Peking. Such conduct is clearly outrageous 
and shows a lick of dis-ipline and control 
over his temper on the part of the accused 
chieftain. In punishment thereof we com- 
mand the said accuse! Duke to be cashier- 
-ed from his chieftainship over his tribe, or 
Banner, an the post is hereby given to the 
degraded Duke’s eldest su Su Lun, asa 
warning to the other chieftains amongst 
the Khalka league of Mongols. 

(2) Appointing a number of officia’s to 
the Metropolitau and Provincial adminis- 
trations. 

8th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

The followins Princes and members of 
the Imperial House are commanded to 
proceed to the Eastern «nd Western 
Imperial mauselea to offer the annual 
antumnal sacrifice, namely, Prince Tsai 
Yueh and Pru To. 

No papers of interest. 

9th August. 
couRt CIRCULAR. 

His Imperial Majesty has »nnounced his 
intewtien to proceed to-morrow morning, 
after transacti:'g State affairs, to the 
Chiienfu Mausoleum to worship before the 
image of his Majesty’s father, the late 
Prince Ch‘un. The Court will attend in 
sober garments. 

‘‘HANDING OVER THE SEALS.” 

P‘u Lin, an Imperial Duke of the 3rd 
degree, begs to report the date of his 
handing over of lis seals of office to his 
successor. The memorialist was recently 
informed by the Board of War that in 
obedience to an Imperial edict to deliberate 
over the penalty to be accorded the me- 
morialist and his colleague Sin Chia, an 
Imperial Duke of the 4th degree, ‘for 
having been carele-s and failing t» 
report the existence of insects which 
had been destroying the trees planted in 


the Eastern mausolea,” it had been decided 
that the penalty was to be dismissal from 
office. In reverential obedience, there- 
fore, to the Imperial commands issued 
shortly after the above communication 
the memorialist made preparations to 
hand jover charge of the administration 
of the said mausolea to his successors, 
namely Prince Yii K‘un, 4th Order, 
and Tsai Hsian, an Imperial Duke of 
the first degree, which ceremony was 
performed on the 22nd of May last by the 
handing over of the keys of the said Manu- 
solea and the Imperial sea) of office attach- 
ed thereto. —Rescript : Noted. 


10th August. 
AN INHUMAN MOTHER-IN-LAW. 

Huang Hauai-sen, an officer of ‘he brevet 
civil premier button and Governor of Yun- 
nan, repor's a case of horrible cruelty on 
the part of a woman belonging to the dis- 
trict of Ningerhhsien, in Yunnan, assisted 
by her daughter on the person of her 
daughter-in-law. The murderess was like- 
wise of an exceptionally cunning nature, 
and, but for the en-rgy aud shrewdness of 
the acting magistrate of the said district, 
Sieh Shih-shun, might probably have 
escaped detection and a crime of surpassing 
and revolting inhumanity and fiendishness 
allowed to pass unpunished. But the gods 
never err in sending retribution ard the 
culprits were arrested and have been con- 
denned to the death which their crime 
deserved. As s on as the case was re- 
pored to metmoria‘ist by the said magis- 
trate and considering the matter to be ona 
of great urgency that retribution should be 
swift, instructions were at once sent to 
get a true confession from the criminals so 
that they might be sent to the capital to 
suffer the last penalty as soon as possible. 
As a proof of the cunning of the chief 
criminal she persuaded her daughter to 
retract their former confessions before 
the district magistrate when the case was 
heard by T‘ang Shou-min, the Provincial 
Judge. So the case was referred to a 
lower court, namely to the judicial tri- 
buonal of the prefect of Yunnanfu, which 
succeeded at last, with two assessors from 
the Provincial Judge’s tribunal of the First 
Instance, in getting the true account of 
the affair which substantially tallied with 
what was confessed at the time of their 
d-testion by the magistrate of Ninzerh. 
The details as given in final evidence be- 
fore the memorialist were as follows :— 

The chief crimi:al was the woinan Huang 
Yuan-shih, »nd her accomplice in crime was 
her unmarried daughter Huang Tsu-ying, 


The victim of their fiendish and horrible | 


cruelties was Huang Li-shih, the wife of 
Huang Ta-chang, the only son of the 
chief -murderess, and the sister-in-law 
of Huang Tsu-ying. ‘The husband of 
the murdered girl—she was only seven- 
teen years of age—and his father were 
licentiates and acted as teachers in the 
city of Ningerh, some distance from their 
home, and so they were seldom at home. 
The old woman kept an inn in the country 
on the great highway leading past the 
city of Ningerh to the provincial cay-ital, 
Yunn«nfu. About eighteen months ago a 
certain traveller, a stranger named Lung, 
happened to put up in the Huang family’s 
inn and being an avaricious beldame, the 
old woman Huang Yuan-shih accepted the 
offer of the said Lung to prostitute her 


daughter Huang Tsu-ying. For this 
Lung paid the old wo.nan six taels, 
staying in the inn two nights. It so 


happened that the man Lung. greatly 
admired Huang Li-shih, the daugh'er-in- 
law, on account of her beauty for which ths 
poor. girl was famous in that part of the 
country, and which was the cause of her 
death. A month later the same traveller 
having occasion again to pass through the 
village «f the Huangs, once more put up 
at their inn and then secretly consulted 
with the old woman to prostitute the 
daughter-in-law for which the man paid 
in advance six taels to the old woman. 
But when she took the money she did 
not calculate upon the chastity of the 
daughter-in-law, who declared that she 
would prefer death before she could be 
induced to be unfaithful to her husband. 
In spite of entreaties and threats Huang 
Li-shih remained firm to her principles of 
chastity, and so to the old woman’s great 
chagrin she had to give up the six taels of 
silver that the man had handed to her 
earlier in the evening, while he being 
unable to get his desire gratified started 
off the next morning on his travels. As 
soon as Lung had gone the old woman 
determined to wreak vergeance on the 
daughter-in-law ‘‘for pretending to be 
more virtuous than her betters,” and aided 
by the daughter Tsu-ying mixed water, that 
they had washed their feet in, with fowls’ 
dung which was forced down the throat of 
the unfortunate Li-shih. To crown matters, 
when the son happened to return home 
that same evening the old woman assumed 
the 7éle of injured dignity and called upon 
her son to beat his wife for being unfilial 
in her conduct towards his mother! Huang 
Ta-chang, being a student of Confucius was 
naturally filial and listened to his mother’s 
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complaints, whereupon he punished his wife- 
for her “‘ unfilial conduct to his mother.” 
Somehow Li Chén-siang, the brother 
of the poor girl, heard a rumour of the- 
ill-treatment his sister was undergoing 
and went to the Huangs pret nding that 
his mother was sick and that she wanted 
her daughter home, hopirg in this way 
to get her away from her tormentors. 
But the old woman re'used to allow her 
daughter-in-law t» leave the house, fearful 
lest she skuuld persuade her own people 
to complain to the authorities on the charge 
of forcing a respectabl- girl to become a. 
prostitute, a crime which the law is very 
strict against. Unable to bear longer the 
stories that went the round of his sister’s 
sufferings in the Huong family, Li Chén- 
slang assembled in Jannary, 1896, a crowd 
of his fellow villagers to go with him to- 
the Huang’s village and demand satisfac- 
tion from Huang Ta-charg and his father 
Huang Ch‘i-chen. The upshot of this 
ws after Li-shih had told the assembly of 
the cruelties she hod snff r-d for refusing’ 
to be unchaste, that the old man Huang 
Ch‘i-chen publicly scolded and beat his 
wife and daughter for what they had done, 
aud also ordered his son to kowtow to the- 
brother-in-law and his fellow-villagers as a 
sign of apology, at the same time promising 
on behalf of the old woman his wife that 
no attempts would be made to pros- 
titute Lu-shih again, ‘his apparently 
satisfied the brother and his fellow-villayers 
and they went back to their homes. Huang. 
Ch‘i-chen then re-entered his house and 
gave his wife, the old woman, and his 
daughter another beating, after which he 
had to return to the city to re-open 
his school after the New Year holidays. 
His son did not accompany him on that 
day, so when niglit came the o'd woman, 
being filled with a great hatred against Li- 
shih for being the cause of her receiving 
two beatings at the hands of the old man, 
peremytorily ordered the son to beat his. 
wife. The son went down on his knees. 
to his mother to pray f-r mercy for his 
wife, but the old beldame was determined 
and the young man goaded to m dness by 
his mother’s taun's picked up a stick 
and struck Li-shih severa' times with it, 
but not sufficient to hurt her. Then the 
old woman reproached her son for not 
striking Li-shih herd enough and she 
being on the fl-or received a couple 
of kicks which hurt the poor girl on her 
Tight side. When Li-shih upbraided her 
husband for treating her like this, the 
young man threw down the stick and. 
dashed off in a frenzy outside the inn gates- 
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The room being now left to the three wo- 
men, the old paldaine at once picked up be 
stick dropped by her son and aliens 

to belabour her daughter-in-law wit ee 
greatest cruelty, drawing blood Fon e 
head of her poor victim. The sight o} 

blood seem-d to have maddened the 
old woman f»r she ordered the daughter 
to take a rope and twist it tightly round 
Li-shih’a neck to prevent her calling out 
for ‘help, while she herself got hold ofa 
pair of scissors and using & chopstick to force 
Li-shih’s tongue out the old beldame 
clipped off the edge of her daughter-in 
law's tongue, calling out at the same time 
‘*There, you can now talk like a black- 
bird and tell the whole village how I 
treat you!” Not satisfied yet the old 
fury tore off Li-shih’s clothes and clipped 
off her left nipple and a: piece of the flesh 
on the ieft thigh. Seeing that Li-shih 
was still alive, she perpetrated other 
fiendishnesses too horrible to put down on 
paper, which effectually killed her victim, 
the daughter al! the while helping the 
mother by holding Li-shih down on the 
ground and preventing her from getting 
up and trying to escape after her cowardly 
husband, who should have remained anid 
prevented his mother from making a 
murderess of herself. They then secreted 
the body of the poor girl and gave out 
next day that she had run away, while they 
accused Li Chén-siang, the brother, of 
having helped his sister to escape. There 
were some indeed who were even inclined 
to believe this story, but in the meantime 
the district magistrate heard an imperfect 
rumour of the affair, and set about to dis- 
cover the whole thing by himself. Afrer 
some detective work during which he made 
personal enquiries at the inn in ordinary 
clothes, his suspicions were so far confirm- 
ed that he sent his runners to summon Li 
Chén-siang, the brother of the missing girl, 
and then in official state went to the inn and 
ordered a search to be made on the grounds. 
The sudden appearance of the magistrate, 
whom the old woman and her daughter at 
once recognised as the disguised fortune 
teller wh» had lived in their inn for two 


days, so frightened them that they con-- 


fessed, without torture, the whole of 
their inhuman crime and pointed out 
the well into which the body of the poor 
girl had been thrown four days before. 
The remains were ina horribly mutilated 
state and the whole of the Huang family 
were arrested and thrown into prison, while 
instructions were asked from memorialist 
as what should be done in the matter. In 
the meanwhile, Huang Ch‘i-chen, husband 
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of the murderess, being sick at the 
time of his arrest became worse, and 
died before the criminals could be sent 
under escort to the provincial capital. As 
the circumstances are so unusual, insomuch 
that there is no law covering the case the 
mewmorialist has been compelled to sentence: 
the murderess and her family by analogy 
and comparison with the law governing 
cases almost similar, but not exactly like it. 
Hence he has sentenced the old beldame- 
to decapitation, which, under the circum- 
stances of being a senior of the victim, is. 
the severest he can give by law, although 
she deserved a more dreadful penal y. The 
daughter has been sentenced to death by 
strangulation after the autumn assizes 
this year. As for the husband the analogy 
in his case—that of a man grievously beat- 
ing his wife without just cause, but 
not fatally—the law provides that he 
should be bambooed 60 blows and banished 
for a year, but owing to his conduct having 
been done at the command of his mother 
whom he cou'd not disobey, the sentence 
has been made one degree lighter and that 
is 100 blows and a short imprisonment. 
The old man who had been reprehensible 
for not’ preserving better order and family 
government at home should also be made 
to suffer f-r his negiect, but since he 
has died in the meantime there is no 
necessity for geing further into his case. 
The man Lung, the author of all the sub- 
sequent troubles, should also be punished 
ant a warrant for his arrest has been 
sent out by the Provincial Judge. Finally, 
the poor victim Li-shih, who stood firm 
in her determination to be chaste, although 
death was staring her in her face at the 
hands of the hag whose glaring optics 
were bent over her—such firmness to 
do right deserves the highest commenda- 
tion and should be made an example to 
the women of China for all time. Hence 
memorialist has arranged to have a p’ailow 
or memorial arch erected over her grave 
with a sketch of her sad life and horrible 
ending. Memorialist, in conclusion, think- 
ing that summary retribution should be 
made in a horrible and fiendish case like 
the present in order to strike terror into 
the hearts of similar natures, therefore 
ordered the execution of the woman 
Huang Yuan-shih immediately after it was 
determined upon, and her daughter was 
also strangled at the same time. His 
Majesty’s approval is requested thereon. 
—Reseript: Noted. Let the Board of 
Punishments also take note. 
1ith August. 
No papers of interest. 
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12th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


App inting a large number of officiala to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial Adminis- 
trations. 


13th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the sacrifices to be 
offered at the temple of Literature on the 
2nd of September next as petitioned by 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship we hereby 
command P‘u Ching to preside on that 
day in our stead and Hsii Ch‘eng-yao is 
further commanded to sacrifice at the rear 
altars on the said occasion. 


(2) The 10th day of the 8th moon (4th 
September) being the anniversary of the 
birthday of the First Teacher and Sacred 
Sage K ‘ung (Confucius), Jung Li, Assistant 
Grand Secretary, President of the Board 
of War, etc., etc., is hereby commanded 
to offer sacrifice at the temple of the said 
Sacred Sage in our stead, while two mem- 
bersof the Hanlin Academy are commanded 
to sacrifice at the minor altars on each side 
on the said occasion. 


(3) Hei Yuan is further commanded to 
sacrifice on that day at the Chungséng 
temple in our stead. 


(4) The 5th of September (11th of 8th 
moon) being the date appointed for wor- 
shipping at the shrine dedicated to the 
Imperial Dynasty we hereby snnounce 
our purpose of personally sacrificing there 
on that day. 

(5) The 6th of September being the 
occasion set for sacrificing 10 the K‘umning 
Lake and at the temple of the Dragon 
King thereof we hereby command Li Shan 
to proceed and preside over the sacrifices 
there. 

(6) Huai T‘a-pu is also commanded to 
worship on that day at the Huichi temple 
and the temple of the river dei'y of Pe- 
king «n that day. 

(7) The same day being the anniversary 
for sacrificing at the temple of Kuanti (god 
of war) we hereby command the Prince 
of Li to eacrifice at the front ultar and 
Ching Fu at the rear altars. 


(8) The Prince of K‘eching is com- 
manded to worship at the temple of the 
Moon en the 21st September next on the 
occasion of the autumn festival, and K‘un 
Haiu is to worship at the minor altars on 
the said occasion. 

(9) The Ministers of the Grand Council 
are hereby cormmanded to inform the 
officers of the Court that everyone doing 


duty at the Palaces on the 18th instant 
is commanded to appear on that day in 
full court robes. 


14th August 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The Censor Sung Peh-lu reports to 
us » case which ha;pened last year in 
which two men were poisoned to death in 
the Middle City, but which was hush- 
ed up owing to the influence and wealth of 
the guilty parties why heavily bribed the 
Police Censor, Chang Chung-yi avd other 
subordinate officials of the said Middle 
City. Further that in spite of the repeated 
attempts of the widowed mother of one of 
the pois-ned men to ask for an investiga- 
tion and inquest the officials of the said city 
have, so far, succeeded in preventing her 
petition from getting beyond their courts, 
The memorialist hearing of the matter 
accuses the said Police Censor Chang 
Chung-yi of trying to suppress such a case 
of vital importance as that of murder and 
prays that the Board of Punishments may 
be commanded to take up the matter and 
make a thorough investigation, so that the 
guilty ones may suffer and the unfortunate 
widow get justice. The memorial ia hereby 
granted and the said Board is ordered tu 
investigate in a strict and impartial manner 
and report to us. 

(2) The same Censor reports that he has 
been informed that some hereditary chiefs 
of aboriginal tribes, holding judicial power, 
now on their way to Peking for an 
Imperial andience, have been guilty of 
extorting from the local authorities of 
towns en route, and prays that a prohibitory 
edict be issued forbidding the said chiefs 
from acting against the laws of the land. 
With reference to the above we might say 
that such chirfs coming to Peking are 
entitled by Jaw toa certain amount of ford, 
fodder and transport for themselves and 
their followers from the various d stricts 
through which they may pass en ronte, 
but they are not allowed to demand in 
excess of the provisions set by law. We 
therefore hereby command that the various 
district «nd department magistrat-e and 
sub-prefects concerned shall send up 
reports to their several Viceroye or 
Governors where it has been found that 
the said aborignes have been guilty of 
encouragirg their followers to create 
disturbances and make extortion en route, 
in order that the guilt may be fixed on the 
proper persons. 

(3) The same Censor further presents a 
memorial conplaining of the delay in which 
appointments of teachers for the Banner 
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schools are made now-a-days, and praying 
that an edict may be issued commanding 
the Imperial Household Department and 
the Bureaux concerned to decide upon a 
more effective and speedy manner of 
appointing the raid teachers to these 
schools. The Department and Bureaux 
‘concerned are commanded to take note and 


report thereon. 
15th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Kuan Ting-hé having been appointed 
to a mission outside the capital his poat of 
Director of the Imperial Academy is here- 
by given to Huang Sze-jung pro tem, 

“(2) At the Imperial audience granted 
this morning t» the newly-appointed Shan- 
tung General Lin Heiu-ch‘uan, he was 
guilty of a breach of etiquette in that after 
prostrating himself to thank us for our 
gracious bounly he did not keep in his 
kneeling position to await our reply but 
stood up at once. Such conduct is indeed 
uncouth, and we hereby command that in 
punishment there f the said General be 
forthwith cashiered and dismissed. 

(3) At the audience granted this morning 
to General Lin Fu-hui, newly appointed to 
Chibli, his replies to our questions were in 
breach of Court etiquette, and he is there- 
fore handed to the Board of War for the 
determination of an adequate penalty. 


16th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREEs, 


(1) The Court «-f Censors report that the 
enehiered Brigadier-General Lin Yi-hua 
of Kuangtung has sent a subati'ute to the 
Capital to complain that bis case ig still 
in suspenso, aud that many months have 
passed without a decision being arrived at 
one wy or the ether, and the petitioner 
prays that something may be done to 
hasten the high provircial anthorities of 
Kuangtung in the matter. We hereby 
command the Viceroy Tan Chung-lin, and 
the Governor, Hsii Chen-yi, of Kuangtung, 
to settle the said General's case at an early 
date and report to us, 

(2) Prince Kung and his colleagues at the 
head of the Military Archives Office report 
that the special staff under them occupied 
for several years past in eompiling the 
history of the varicus Mahommedan Re- 
bellions in Kansu and Shensi ; the history 
of the Mahommedan Rebellion in Yunnan, 
and the history of the Miaotze (aborigines) 
Rebellion in Kueichou, having lately 
completed their arduous duties are de:erv- 
ing of reward for their exertions and 
scribal work, and that the let Class 
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Secretaries of the Teungli Yamén, specially 
appointed to superintend the printing of 
the said three histories, he rewarded for 
their diligence in executing this part of the 
work, etc. As the said histories have 
been approved by us and the work expended 
on them is deserving of commendation and 
reward we hereby grant -the prayer of 
the said Prince and his colleagues and 
award the promotions prayed for. [Here 
follow the names of about 120 officers 
belonging to the Military Archives Office 
and the various Boards and Courts of 
Peking and the promotions for each of 
them.—Translator.] 

(3) E-ko-t‘ang-y and Chung Lin, 
Military Governor and Civil Governor, re- 
spectively, of Moukden, report that the 
work of repairing the Lungén mausoleum 
in the Fuling mausolea of our Imperial 
ancestors is about to be completed and pray 
that a day may be set for the final joining 
of the principal roof beams of the said mau- 
soleum, We hereby command the Astro- 
nomical Board to choose a propitious day 
for the said ceremony, and the said memo- 
rialists are commanded to reverentially 
perform the functions required when the 
said propitious day and hour shall have 
been chosen by the said Board. 

(4) The same memorialists report the 
approaching completion of similar repairs 
on the Chients‘ing mausoleum of the 
said Fuling mausolea of our Imperia] an- 
cestors and pray that a day be set for 
joining the principal roof beamsof the same. 
The Board of Astronomy is hereby com- 
manded to choose at once a propitious 
day in this month for the performance 
of the said ceremony. 

(5) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial Adminis- 
trations. ; 


17th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
the Supervising Censor Wéu Yii (Manchu) 
in which he prays that Chinese Bannermen 
(descendants of the Chinese who invited 
the Manchus to invade China and over- 
throw the Ming dynasty. —Translator) con- 
nected with the Imperial Cortége depart- 
ment, who have hithert» been given less 
privileges than those of the same depart- 


“ment who are Manchus, be placed on a par 


with the latter and that like their Manchu 
colleagues whenever the post of a Manchu 
Brigade General or Deputy Aasistant 
Military Governorship be vacant the Senior 
Chinese Bannerman of the Imperial Cortége 
department be aleo given the chance of. 


getting the said coveted distinction. The 
memorialist further states that Manchu 
secretaries of the Imperial Cortégze de- 
partment have the privileges of wearing 
the peacock’s feather decoration, and he 
prays that a similar privilege be here- 
after granted Chinese Bannermen holding 
such rank, etc. Now the above plainly 
show that the said memorialist has been 
merely putting forward the views of others, 
that he has been solicited to ask for fa- 
vours by parties interested therein and that 
he therefore knows not what he speaks of. 
The privileges of which he complains 
Chinese Bannermen to be deprived of were 
se'tled upon centuries ago by our fore- 
fathers. The said Censor has shown 
himsélf liable to be influenced and has 
been culpable of memorialising against 
established custom. He is therefore unfit 
for his present post, and he is removed 
from his office of Supervising Censor but 
is allowed to return to his former yamén, 
4. e., the Court of Censors—as an ordinary 
Censor, 

(2) The Board of Civil Appointments is 
commanded to report upon the list of names 
of gentry and notables of the Eastern city 
for whom rewards are asked for by 
Shu T'ai Police Censor of the said city and 
his colleagues on the ground that the said 
gentry and notables had distinguished 
themselves in giving substantial assistance 
to the Peking Gendamerie in capturing 
certain notorious bandits and desperadoes 
who had infested that portion of the 
capital for the past year. 


18th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The Board of War has presented a 
memorial asking us to appoint Examiners to 
presicle at the examination of Bannermen, 
in archery on horseback and on foot, com- 
peting fur the M. A. degree. We hereby 
appoint K‘un Kang and Tsa-lé-féng-4 to 
fill the said posts, : 

(2) Ying Shou is appointed Proctor at 
the above-named competitions. 


19th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) As the Imperial Duke Fu Chu-li has 
to retire into mourning for the death of 
his father we hereby command Fén Ch‘é to 
act as Lieutenant-General of the Blue 
Banner of the Chinese Banner Corps ad 
anterim. ; 

(2) The Board of Civil Appointments 
is commanded to deliberate upon the 
memorial of Sun Chia-nai, Governor Ad- 
joint, and Hu Yii-fén, Governor, of Peking 
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respectively, recommending that Shen 
Chung-my, at present sub-prefect of 
Pachou, be promoted independent sub- 
prefect of the Northern Marches. 


20th August. 
No papers of interest. 


21st August. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch‘éng Jui (Minchu) is appointed 
prefect of Kanchou, in Kansu. 

(2) Yesterday as the Imperial Cortage 
was returning to Peking from Hho Park 
we were appealed to for justice by one 
Chiang Chung-chien, a commoner of Honan 
province, and also by the commoners, 
Wang Té-fu and Li Hua-ting, of Hupeh 
province who claimed that they had been 
oppressed by the local authorities of their 
respective districts, We hereby command 
the Board of Punishmen's to make a strict 
investigation into the cases of the said 
commoners and report the result to us. 


22nd August. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch‘ien Chiin-hsiang, Literary Chancel- 
lor of Shansi, sendsus an eulogistic memori:: 
praising certain officials under his jurisdic- 
tion in Shansi and asking promotions for 
them as he has found the said officials 
uniformly earnest and diligent in their 
duties, and in character and conduct 
every way worthy of the honour of being 
termed members of the literati. We 
join the said memorialist in. commending 
the conduct of the said officials, and hereby 
command that Jén Lai-p‘o, formerly dis- 
trict director of studies of T‘ungerhsien re- 
cently promoted to be prefectural director 
of studies of P‘uchou prefecture; Ying 
Pu-hsia, departmentsl director of studies 
of Yungninghsien; Liu Tse-hsin, district 
director of studies of Ningwuhsien, and 
Chang Kuang-huan, sub-director of studies 
of the hamlet of Chien-yuan-hsiang, be 
rewarded as follows :—Jén: Lai-p‘o, Ying 
Pu-hsia and Liu Tse-hsin are hereby each 
granted the brevet rank of Secretary of 
the Grand Secretariat, and Chang Kuang- 
huan is given the brevet rank of a director 
of studies in the Imperial Academy, in 
order to stimulate a feeling of emulation 
amongst the other directors of studies in 
the said province «f Shanai. 

(2) The same memorialist in a postscript 
memorial also eulogises two Ist class licen- 
tiates of Shansi, namely, Hu Ying-shéng of 
Faiyuenfu (provincial capital) and Ku Ju- 
kang of Ch‘ihsien. In reward therefor we 
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liereby grant the said licentiates the rank 


of sub-director of studies to await appoint- ‘ 


ment by the Boards. 
23rd August. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Prince of Chuang is appointed 
Chief Commissioner of Oc'roi at the 
Ch‘unewén gate of Peking and Kuei Hsiang 
(the Emperor's father-in-law—Translator) 
is appointed Vice-Commissioner of the 
same for the ensuing year. 

(2) Wh-erh-ch‘ing-ngéh is appointed 
Special Inspector of the affairs of the Red 
Banner of the Mongo! Banner Corps for 
the ensuing year. 

(3) Pén Kuei is appointed Special 
Inspector of the affairs of the Yellow Ban- 
ner of the Hanchun or Chinese Banner 
Corps, also for the ensuing year. 


24th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREEs. 


(1) We have received the memorial of 
Hu P‘ing-chil, Governor of Shansi, report- 
ing the illness of the Manchu Brigade- 
General Té P‘u and praying that permis- 
sion may be given the said Brigade General 
to retire from the service. ‘The permission 
is hereby granted ad Té P'u is allowed to 
return to his Banner Reservation and 
recruit his health. 

(2) We are sorry to learn of the death of 
Yi Wei, an Imperial noble 10th in line of 
descent, and Deputy Assistant Military Gov- 
ernor Of Hsingking, Féngtien. (The oldest 
ancient capit:l of the present dynasty and 
situated in the Changpeishan mountain 
range of Manchuria. Moukden is a com- 
paratively modern capital of this dynasty 
—Translator.) We hereby command that 
all black marks against his name shall 
be erased from the records, and that the 
goverument grant in preportion to his 
Official rank be given the deceased officer’s 
family in recognition of his services to the 
dynasty. 

25th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Lin Hsi is app inted Deputy Assist- 
ant Military Goveruor of Hsingking, Féng- 
tien, vice Yi Wei, Impial Noble and 
Clansman, deceased. 

(2) Hu P'ing-chih, Governor of Shansi, 
denounces the gaolwarden of the sub-pre- 
fecture of Koféngchon, Shansi, for permit- 
ting a number of criminals confined in the 
prisons of the said sub-prefecture to escape. 
The suid Governor is hereby commanded to 
cashier and arrest the said gaolwarden and 
his subordinates and make a strict inves- 


tigation as to whether any bribery had been 
given and received in the case and to sen- 
tence the guilty ones according to law. As 
f r Hsii Shu-ching, the sub-prefect con- 
cerned, who makes the declaration that he 
was 4bsen’. on official business at the time 
of the escape, we hereby command the said 
Governor to make secret enquiries whether 
there has been any fraud and attempt at 
concealment in his case, and, if s», to 
severely denounce the said culprit. 

(8) Ch‘aug Shun. ex-Tartar General of 
Kirin, is appointed Commissioner of the 
Peking Field Force. 

26th August. 
No papers of interest. 
27th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Chuang Chien, Superintendent of the 
Imperial Silk-looms at Soochow, having 
reported that he has been very ill of late, 
asks for leave to resign his post and per- 
mission to return to Peking. His request 
is granted, and he is to come to Peking 
and resume his rank »s First Class Secretary 
in the Imperial Household Department. 

28th August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Hai Féng is appointet Superinten- 
deut of the Imp-rial Silk-looms at Soochow, 
vice Chuang Chien, resigned, 

(2) As this is the year for appointing 
new Literary Chancellors to the provincial 
administrations, we hereby appoint Li 
Hung-k‘uei to become Literary Chancellor 
of Féngtien and Vice-Governor of Mouk- 
den, and his former post of Vice-Governor 
of Peking is hereby viven to Li Pei-yuan. 
Chang Ying-lin is appointed Literary 
Chancellor of the Imperial Prefecture of 
Shuntienfu (Peking and its dependencies) ; 
Chii Hung-chiis appointed to Kiangsu ; 
Hsii Chih-hsiang to Anhui, and Yao-Ping- 
jén to Shantung; Lia Ting-h-ing is ap- 
pointed Literary Chancellor to Shansi ; Chu 
Fu-ts‘ien to Honan, and Yeh Erh-k‘ai to 
Shansi ; Hsia Ch‘i-yit to Kansu; ‘Tai Hung- 
tzii t» Fukien, and Hsii Shu-min to Ché- 
kiang; Li Fu-tsao to Kiangsi; Wang Tung-yu 
to Hupeh, and Hsit Jén-shouto Hunan, Wu 
Ching-yi is appointed Literary Chancellor 
of Szech‘uin, Chang Péh-hs) of Kuang- 
tung and Liu Yuan-liang of Kusngsi. 
Chang Chien-hsiin is appoiute 1 to Yunnan 
and Fu Tséug-yii to Kueichou. As Haii 
Shu-min and Chang Peh-hsi are at present 
occupied on special missions in the pro- 
vincea they are hereby excused from com- 
ing to the usual Inperial audience, but are 
to proceed straight to their posts. 


6 [Aua. 29—Szpr. 1. 


29th August. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szech‘uan, 
reports that on the 12th of June last a 
condemned criminal, named Wén Pei-yuan, 
confined in the prisons of the sub- prefect 
of Yiiyang, in Szech ‘uan, assisted by twenty- 
three other prisoners, suddenly rose against 
the gaolers and in the fight that ensued 
killed and wounded a large number of 
the latter as well as some soldiers who 
came upon the alarm being given. Some 
of the prisoners made their way to 
the private apartments of the acting sub- 
prefect Ch‘en Té-tung with the object of 
murder end pillage, and severely wounded 
him. The Jatter’s son Ch‘en Hung-cho, 
an M. A. of Hupeh, seeing his father in 
danger came to the latter’s rescue, and in 
trying to pretect his parent from further 
harm was killed by the gaol-breakers. 
Wounded though he was, however, the said 
sub-prefect bravely led his men to the attack 
and, assisted by the military, managed 
to kill on the spot nine of the prisoners, 
recapturing alive the ring-leader Wén Pei- 
yuan and six others, Three others were 
subsequently captured. These ten were 
eventually summarily executed by an order 
from the said Viceroy. We hereby com- 
mand the goalwarden of Yiiyang to be 
forthwith cashiered and arrested and 
brought to Ch'éngtu for trial before the 
said Viceroy. As for the said sub-prefect, 
having but lately arrived at Yiiyang and 
being then, moreover, busy with issuing 
famine relief coupled with his subsequent 
conduct during the fighting that occurred, 
we mus! commend him for what he did and 
excuse him from the penalties which such 
an affair would surely have been imposed 
upon him. ‘The filial piety shown by his 
son is als» most commendable, and we 
hereby grant permission to the said Viceroy 
to suggest something to commemorate’the 
‘deceased M.A.’s lial piery. 


30th August. 


IMPERIAT, DECREES. 


(1) As Chii Hung-chi is absent from the 
capital on public business as Literary 
Examin-r, his acting post «f Senior Vice- 
President of the Board of Punishments is 
hereby given to Tséng Kuang-han (Earl 
Weiyi—Translutor) pro tem., while the post 
of acting Vice-President of the Imperial 
Clan Court held by the said Ts8ng Kuang- 
han is hereby given !o Kuei Hsien to hold 
ad interim. 

(2) Cheng Ying-lin having been sent on 
a Special mission tv the provinces as 


Literary Examiner, Ch‘en Hsidé-fen is here- 
by commanded to act as Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Rites pro tem., 
while the acting Vice-Presidentship of the 
Board of Civil Appointments held by the 
latter is hereby given pro tem. to Hsii Hui- 
féng, 

(3) Wang Fu, a commoner of Chihli 
province, who person lly appealed to us for 
redress during the Imperial progress yes- 
terday morning, is hereby handed to the 
Board of Punishments which shall make 
a strict investigation into his case and see 
what wrongs should be redressed, if any. - 

(4) Hsii Hui-féng, Senior Vice-President 
of the Board of R'tes, is commanded to do 
duty as usual in the Upper Imperial 
Library. 

(5) Li Hung-k‘uei, newly appointed As- 
sistant Civil Governor of Moukden and Li- 
terary Chancellor of the province of Féng- 
tien, is commanded to finish his duties. 
first as Assistunt Examiner at the M.A. 
examinations in the capital before pro- 
ceeding to his new post. 

(6) Lu Asiang is granted the brevet: 
rank of a Deputy Assistant Molitary 
Governor and is hereby appointed Assistant 
Imperial Resident at Kobdo, Mongolia. 
He is further given the privilege of travel- 
ling to his post by the Imperial courier 
rervice. 

31st August. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Prince Lung Ching is appointed 
Chief Commissioner of Octroi at the Chung- 
wén gate of Peking, and Kuei Hsiang (the 
Ewperor’s  father-m-law—Translator) is 
hereby appointed Assistant Commissioner 
of the same. 

(2) Wu-erh-ch‘ing-ngeh is commanded to 
go and inspect the +ffairs of the Mongol 
Red Banner Corps for this year. 

(3) Pén Kuei is appointed to & similar 
post in respect to the Yellow Chinese 
Banner Corps. 

(4) Chuang Chien, Imperial Silk Loom 
Commissioner at Soochow, having reported 
illness and requested to be allowed tu 
resign, his prayer is hereby granted and 
permission is given him to return to Pcking. 


1st September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) We have ali along watched with plea- 
sure the ability and humane government 
of Yi Wei, an Imperial Nuble aud Military 
Governor of Hsingking, (acient capital of 
the present dynasty in Manchuria prior 
to Moukden—Translator), and therefore 
dee; ly regret to hear of his unexpected 
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-death at his post the other day. We hereby 
command that all black marks againet his 
official record be forthwith erased from the 
official archives, and that the full govern- 
ment gratuity accorded to one «f his rank be 
granted the family of the deceased officer. 

(2) Lin Hsi is appointed Military 
‘Governor of Hsinking, Manchuria, vice 
Yi Wei, Imperial Clansman deceased as 
-above. 

(3) Hsi Chén is appointed Brigade- 
‘General of the Right Wing of the Manchu 
garrison at Hsian, capital of Shensi, vice 
Lin Hsi promoted to Hsinking as above. 


2nd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the denunciation 
made against the yaolwarden of Kéféng- 
-chou, Shansi, for permitting a number of 
prisoners to break gaol, we hereby com- 
mand the Governor of the said province to 
reduce the said gaolwarden to the ranks 
and arrest him and his assistants for exam- 
ination to see whether bribery had been 
accepted from the friends of the prisoners 
‘concerned. The sub-prefect of the said 
city of Kéféngchou, who has declared that 
he was aksent from town on the day of the 
breaking of the gaol, is hereby ordered to 
be examined to find out wh+ther he has 
not attempted to screen his fault and neg- 
ligence by a subterfuge. 

(2) Hai Féng is appointed Imperial Silk 
Loom Commiasioner of Soochow vice Chuang 
Chien, resigned. 


(3) The present year being the time 
for appointing new Literary Chancellors 
to the provinces we hereby appoint 
Li Hung-k‘uei to Moukden; Chang 
Ying-lin to the Imperial Prefecture of 
Shuntienfu (Peking); Chii Hung-chi to 
Kiangsu ; Hsii Chih-hsiang to Anhui ; Yao 
Ping-jan to Shantung; Liu Tingching to 
Shansi ; Chu Fu-hsien to Honan; Yeh Erh- 
kai to Shensi ; Hsia Chi-yu to Kansu ; Tai 
Hung-chih to Fukien ; Hsu Shu-min to 
Chékiang ; Li Fa chao to Kiangsu ; Wang 
Sung-yu to Hupeh ; Hsii Jén-shou to Hu- 
nan; Wu Ch‘ing-ti to Szechuan; Chang 
Peh-hsi to Kuangtung ; Liu Yuan-liang to 
Kuangsi ; Chang Chien-hsiin to Yunnan, 
and Fu T-éng-yo to Kuei-chou. As Hsii 
Chib-hsiang, Hii Shu-min and Chang 
Peh-hsi are already in the provinces as 
Special Examiners for the M. A. degree, 
they are hereby commanded to proceed 
direct to their new appointments and shall 
not be required to come to Peking for the 
usnal Imperial audience. 


(4) Decree commanding Lu Ch‘uan-lin, 
Viceroy of Szechuan, to summarily de- 
capitate the recaptured prisoners who tried 
to break gaol in August last at Yiiyang, 
and who killed a number of gaolers, and 
soldiers and also the son of the chihsien, 
a chiijén of Hupeh, who was on a visit to 
his father. The name of the son of the said 
magistrate of Yiiyang is permitted to be 
recorded in the historical archives for his 
filial piety in trying to defend his father, 
thereby receiving the death blow which 
was meant for his parent. 


3rd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) According to the Ch‘wnch%u (or 
Spring and Autumn Annals—Translatory 
it has been stated that an eclipse of the 
sun on the first day of the year batokens 
an impending calamity, hence the sover- 
eigns of every dynasty which has preceded 
us have always made it a point, whenever 
an eclipse of the sun is prognosticated, 
to undergo self-abasement and humble 
themselves before Heaven in order to 
avert the wrath from above. In the 
case of our own Imperial dynasty, for 
instance, during the reigns of Their 
Majestivs K‘ang Hsi and Ch‘ien Lung 
(1662-1794) there were observed two 
eclipses of the sun which f llon a New 
Year’s Day ; and now, according to the 
Board of Astronomy, the first day of the 
24th year of our reign (22nd January, 
1898) there will be yet another eclipse 
of the sun. We are filled with fore- 
bodings at this news and has'en to seek 
within ourselves for sins which may 
have thus brought the wrath of high 
Heaven upon the land. We further com- 
mand that the ceremonies of congratula- 
tien usually held on New Year’s Day in 
the Taiho Throne-hiall be curtailed and only 
ordinary obeisances be made, the place 
being changed to the Ch‘ientsing Throne- 
hall instead of in the Taiho Throne-hall. The 
banquet usually given to Imperial Claus- 
men on New Year’s Day must also be stop- 
ped, and when th- eclipse occurs let all the 
members of the C.-urt wear sober garments 
and assemble in the inner Palace before the 
altar set up to Heaven to pray for for- 
bexrance and mercy to the country at large. 
This is so far as shall concern ourselves, to 
show our desire to propitiate high Heaven ; 
but as Her Majesty the Empress Dowager 
is an elder and senior it is but right that 
the full ceremdnies be observed in paying 
the Court’s obeisances to Her Majesty on 
New Years’ Day. Let all the Yaméus 
concerned take note. 


(2) With reference to the officers who 
have been appointed Literary Chancellors 
in the provinces they are to be presented 
to us in batches of two each morning in 
the Grand Council Chamber. _ If it s! ould 
happen that we be engaged for the morn- 
ing in worship at the temples or shall 
have gone 'o Eho Park let the two new 
Literary Chancellors who should have 
been presented to us on that morning 
defer their audience until the next morn- 
ing, and so on: there shall be no definite 
day +et for the audiences of the above 
nawed officials. 


4th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the memorial 
of E-k‘6-t‘ang-a, Military G.vernor of 
Féngtien an «f Chung Lin the Civil 
Governor of Moukden, jointly report- 
ing that the sacrificial hall of the im- 
perial mausolea at M-ukden and a tomb 
of one of the Imperial Concubines of tho 
First Emperor of this dynasty are all so 
dilapidated that unless repairs be made 
at once the memorialists fear that 'he 
whole fabric may be affected thereby. 
We hereby command the Board of Astro- 
mony to select at once a day for the 
commencement of such repairs, some time 
this month, and we further command the 
memorialists to reverently prepare every- 
thing that may be necessury for the day so 
selected, the notification of which shall be 
sent by courier to Moukden without 
delay. 

(2) We hereby appoint Sun Chia-nai, 
President of the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments, to be Chief Examiner at the trien- 
nia] examinations for the M.A. degree at 
Peking, and let the following Presidents of 
Boards and Courts act as Assistant Ex- 
aminers, namely, Hsii Fu, Yii Té and P‘u 
Liang. 

(3) Decree appointing the minor officials 
who are to assist at the above named 
triennal examinations, 

(4) Auother decree appointing the officers 
to be on duty as watchers in the inner 
courtyard of the said examinativn halls. 

(5) Princes Yi Kung and Sé Ling-a are 
hereby commanded to take their respective 
regiments and encamp at the right and left 
entrances of the said examination halls and 
patrol the said precincts during the ex- 
aminations. 

(6) Decree appointing the Censors who 
shall act as Receivers of Essays at the 
various sections of the examination halls. 
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5th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) As Sun Chia-nai will be occupied for 
some days in his duties wi hin the examina- 
tion halls, we hereby command WéngT‘ung- 
ho to act ulso as President of the Board of 
Civil Appointments pro tem during Sun 
Chia-nai’s absence. 

Note: Sun Chia-nai was Imperi«l Tutor 
to the late Emperor Tung Chih and Wéng 
T'ung-ho is well-known «#8 the Imperial 
Tutor of the present E:nperor Kuang Bsii. 
Translutor. 

(2) As Hsii Fu will be busy at the 
examination halls his post of President of 
the Board of War is temporarily given 
to Liao Shou-héng. 

(2) Chung Kuang is appoint-d (Manchu) 
Pre-ident of the + ourt of Censors pro tem. 
during the absence at the examination 
halls of Yu Té. 

(4) Chung Shan is appointed Junior 
(Manchu) Vice-P.esident of the Board of 
Revenue pro tem. during the absence of 
P‘u Liang in the examination halls. 

6th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) As Wén Chih has been appoisted 10 
do duty inside the examination halls his 
post of Junior (Manchu) Vice-President of 
the Board of War is hereby given tem- 
porarily to P‘u Shan. 

7th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Decree confirming the recommenda- 
tion of Hsii Huei-féng, Literary Chancellor 
of Shuntienfu, promoting to the rank of 
district magistrate several district «nd 
department Directors of Studies in Chihli 
who have the past two years shown ex- 
ceptionally «dmirable qualifications dur- 
ing their terms of offce. 

(2) The post of Captain-General of the 
Bordered Yellow Hanchun Banner Corps 
held by Yi Té is hereby given teinporarily 
to Ch'i Hsiu during the absence of the 
former inside the examination balls. 

(3) Png Shou is appointed acting 
Lieutenant-General of the Bordered Red 
Manchu Banner Corps during the absence 
of P‘u Liang in the examination halls. 

(2) A memorial has been received from 
T'an Chung-lin, Viceroy of the Liang Kua: g 
provinces, reporting thst during the month 
of June last a bandit chief named Liu 
Liu-chieh, having pillaged a number of 
villages in the district of Shihch‘eng and 
being joined by a large number of dis- 
affected secret societymen, had the temerity 
to raise the flag of rebellion in the said 
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district. As soon as the menorialist 
learned of this movement be at once seut 
Brigadier-Generals Wu Wan-ts‘ai of Kiung- 
chow and Lin Pang-shéng of Pakhui 
(Peihai) to crush the insurrection. This 
apparently did not take long for within a 
fortnigh: the said bandit chief was captured, 
immediately decapitated and his head sent 
to each village in the district to show the 
people thereof and thereby restore con- 
fidence and peace once more in the 
disturbed region. The memorialist now 
specially reports that the whole district 
of Shihch‘éng and the adjoining district 
of Hép‘u have been pacified. We com- 
mend the activity of the above-uamed 
Brigadier-Generals aud hereby command 
in reward therefor that they be made 
Provi:.cial Commanders-in-chief as soon as 
a vacancy occurs, [Here follow the names 
of some thirty military officers who served 
in the campaign and the promotions 
granted to each.—Translator. | 


8th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The other day we received the memorial 
of the Censor Wang Ting-hsing wherrin he 
denonnced Sieh Pei-hsien whem we had 
appointed to be Assistant Special Examiner 
at the triennial competisions for the M. A. 
degree in Kansu prvince. Owing to the 
abuve denunciations we cancelled Sieh Pei- 
hsien’s appointment and commanded Hu 
Pting-chih, Governor «f Shansi—the pro- 
vince where the accused ofticial was said to 
have been guilty of misdemeanours unbe- 
cominy his rank at the time, which was 
also Assistant Examiner for Kansu in1894— 
to investig te the said charges. The report 
of the said Governor has now been received 
in which he states that the charge that 
Sieh Pei-hsien, when returning from Kansu 
to Peking in 1894, was guilty of allowing 
his servants to carry smugeled goods 
bas not been proved, and further that the 
charge that when he lost certain valuables 
en route he compelled the magistrate of the 
district where the thefts occurred to pay 
him the value of the missing articles was 
also found to be without foundation. One 
thing, however, the memorialist found the 
accused official culpable of, and that was 
giving his servants too much discretion 
te act in certain contingencies, which was 
the cause of his making enemies against 
himself and which brought the Censor to 
hear of the above charges. We hereby 
command that the Hanlin Compiler of the 
Second Class, Sieh Pei-hsien, be handed to 
the Board for the determination of a 
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9th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) K‘uei Ying (Machu) Assistant Milit- 
ary Governor of Kueituach'e g, in Shansi 
province, sends us a memorial ‘hat he is in. 
very bad health and that he tinds himsel€ 
unable, in consequence, to attend to his 
duties. He now prays that he be allowed to 
resign his post and return to Peking to 
recruit his heal-h. The request is granted 
and the petitioner is permitted to return 
to his Banner Reservation. 

(2) We have received a memorial from 
Chao Shu-ch‘iao, Governor of Kiangsu, 
who reports that in Su-chow there lives 
an aged member of the gentry named 
Chang Yun-wang, who a cycle or exactly 
sixty years ago obtain-d his M.A. degrees 
at Nanking. The s:id Chang Yun-wang is 
now eighty years old and he was also a 
former Provincial Judge of Shautung, As 
the law permits anyone who has lived to 
see a cycle pass over siuce he obtained his. 
M.A. degree to part ke of a second Luming 
banquet the memorialist p:ays that permis- 
sion be granted the said aged nuiable to 
proceed to Nanking and join ths young 
M.A. of the present year at their Luming 
banquet. The request is hereby granted 
and as a further mark of cur appreciation 
of the auspicious event we now grant the 
said notable the brevet rank of the second 
grade—red button—with permission to 
weat his new decoration at the said banquet. 


10th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) K‘uei Ch‘eng is appointed Assistant 
Military Governor of K'uvihuach‘eng in 
Shansi province, vice K‘uei Ying, resigned. 

(2) Wéng T'ung-ho, Imperial Tutor and 
President of the Board of Revenue, is 
hereby made an Assistant Grand Secretary 
with permission to retain the first named 
post. ; 

(3) We have received the memorial of 
Sung Fan, Viceroy of the Yiin-Kuei pra- 
vinces, praying that the degraded ex- 
Treasurer of Yunnan, Tsén Yii-pao, be 
restored his rank in consideration of his 
former military record which was a bril- 
liant one. The said ex-Treasurer while 
holding his post was, by the force of 
circumstances, suddenly made an acting 
Viceroy of Yunnan and Kueichou two years 
ago, but owing to charges made against 
him of having employed the wrong persons 
in his yamén and other posts of importance 
he was not only deprived of his acting 
Viceroyship but also of his Treasurership, 
In consideration, however, of his former 
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good record while serving under his brother 
the late Ts‘én Yii-ying, Viceroy of Yun- 
Kuei, we wow grant the memorialist’s 
prayer and thesaid T‘sén Yii-pao is here- 
by restored to his rank of a Provincial 
‘Treasurer. 


11th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREFs. 

(1) As Tsa-lé-feng-& and Kuei Hsiang 
are now encamped at the camp of instruc- 
tion in the Southern Hunting Park, their 
posts in the Capit«l of Captains-General of 
the’ Blue Mongol and Bordered White 
Chinese Banners are hereby given pro tem. 
to Huai T‘a pu and Kuei Pin. 

(2) As Fén Ch‘é is now encamped with 
his battalion in the Southern Hunting 
Park the post of Comptroller of the Im- 
perial (oitege is hereby given to En Shou 
pro tem. 

(3) The posts in the capital held by Fén 
Ch‘é and Hsiu Chih such as the Lieu! enant- 
Geueralships of the B-rdered Yellow and 
Blue Manchu Banners are hereby given 
pro ten. to Prince Tsai Ying and A K‘é-tan, 
respectively, during the former two ofticers’ 
absence at the Southern Hunting Park. 

(4) K‘uei Hsin is appointed acting 
Lieutenant-General «f th» Blue Chinese 
Fanner vice Fén Ch‘é now encamped at 
the Southera Hunting Park. 

(5) A K‘é-tan is appointed acting Com- 
mandant. of the Vanguard Division of the 
Tmperial Guard vice Fén Ch‘é absent at 
the Southern Hunting Park. 

12th September. 
IMPERIAL DEGREES. 

(1) Téng Hua-hsi, Governor of Anhui, 
reports that Wu Ting-fén, Junior Vice- 
President of the Board Civil Appoint- 
ments, who was allowed two months ago, 
by special Jmperis! grace, t» return to his 
nativeprovinceof Anhui torepair the tombs 
of his ancestor~ new writes to memorialist 
that he has not been able to finish his 
duty at the said tombs within the two 
menths allowed him to do so by his 
Majesty, and hence requests the memorialist 
te report the matt-r to the Throne and 
pray that the said Wu Ting-fén be 
permitted to resign his post fr the 
time in order to enable him to devote 
his time to such an important duty «s has 
now devolved upon him as the sole living 
descendant of his accesters, The prayer 
is granted and Wu ‘Ting-fén is permitted 
to resign his post. 

Note.—It appeara that ever since Wu 
Ting-fén got his degree of Hanlin twenty 
years ago he had been kept by his 


duties at Pekiny in consequence of which 
he has been absent from his home during 
all that tirae. As the only living member 
of his family his reque-t to remain in 
Anhui to repair his ancestors’ tombs there- 
fore becomes, in Chinese eyes, all the 
stronger, and the Emperor could not do 
otherwise than to allow his prayer— 
Translator. 
13th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Li Tusn-yi, Literary Chancellor of 
Anhui province, denounced recently one 
Ts‘ien T's‘-jang, a degraded ex-Censor, 
and President cof the literary cllege of 
Ningchou, for having interfered with the 
said memorialist in his duty while he was 
examining the students of th-t city. As 
the sid Literary Chancellor, upon investiga- 
tion of the affair, is also to blame, we hereby 
command that he be handed to the Board 
for determination of an adequate penalty, 
and further that the accused ex-Censor he 
ordered to be deported from the town of 
Ni: gchou. The Boards concerned are to 
take note there n. 

(2) We have received the memorial of 
Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szech‘uan, re- 
porting the de-th of Lei T-u-yiin, a brevet 
Provincial Commander-in-chirf, and at one 
time acting Brigadier-General of Chung- 
king, avd praising the military record of 
the vieceased officer stating, moreover, that 
while in office n-t only were the suldiers 
benefited by his beneficent rule but also 
the common people round about. Tne cause 
of the said officer’s death is alleged to be 
the breaking out of his old wounds re- 
ceived during the Jate Taiping and abori- 
ginal rebellions since 1850. In response 
to the above we hereby command that 
the said General Lei T'su-yiin be granted 
exiraordinary posthumous henours propor- 
tionate to his rank and that his family be 
also granted assistance witl special funds 
commensurate with their case. The Boards 
are to take note. 

(3) The same Viceroy also denounces 
ce: tain local au'horities in Szech‘uan, wiz : 
Fang Lien-!ing, the district magistrate of 
Kuanhsien, on the ground of senility 
and decay, and Jacking in the neces- 
sary energy and brightness requisite 
for the incumbent of such an office, he 
being over 80 years of age ; and Siao Shih- 
k‘ai, director of studies at Luchou, on the 
same grounds. These two officers are 
ordered to retire into private life on 
their present ranks. As for the expect- 
ant district magistrate Chang Chao-chi, 
chief of the Aborignal Bureau at Maokung, 
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who has been accused of pr-ying upon the 
people, in consequence of which he had 
been denounced to the memorialist several 
times, and the expectant police magistrate 
Liu Yurng-yii, who has been accused of 
dishonesty, while head of a branch opium 
likin barrier, let both the accused be 
forthwith cashiered and dismissed from 
office as a warning to the officials of 
Szech‘uan. 


A MILITARY LOTHAIRO. 

T‘.o Mu, Viceroy of the three provinces 
of Shensi, Kavsu and the New Dominion 
(Hsinchiang or Chinese Turkestan—Trans- 
dator), denounces a Manchu officer numed 
Hsiu Ch‘ang, holding the rank of Lieut- 
enant-Colonel in the territorial «army of 
Kansu, for being of a gay and frivoluus tem- 
perament and too fond of the society of wo- 
men to the detriment of lis military duties 
while commanding the middle battalion of 
the Kansu Pr.-vincial Commander-in-chief’s 
headquarters brigade. Lately, however, the 
accused officer has been still further guilty 
of violating tke laws of propriety and 
decorum in that while on the retired list, 
being in mourning for the death of his 
father (the period being 100 days for 
Manchus—Translator), ‘he did buy to be 
his concubine, tle widow of his deceased va- 
Jet named Wang Erh And not content with 
this he also bought a woman of the people, 
named Fan Shih, to be a fourth concubine, 
all of which acts are in truth breaches 
of propriety and a disgrace to his 
uniform and mandgrindom in general.” 
Memorialist has, therefore, first taken the 
responsibility of removing the accused 
officer from his command, at the request 
of his Commander-in-chief, and now prays 
that the said Hsiu Ch'ang be further cash- 
iered and dismissed from the Army in dis- 
grace. The vacancy occasioned thereby 
in the Lieut.-Coloneley above noted has 
been given already to the next officer 
under the accused in the Kansu territorial 
army. His Majesty’s approval is asked 
for with regard to the above.—Rescript: 
Noted. 


14th September. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) With reference to the case of one 
Wang Yuan-lai, a citizen of the Middle city 
of Peking, whose death, under suspicious 
circumstances, was reported to the Throne 
by the Censor Sung Peh-lu, and in con- 
sequence of which we ordered a special 
tribunal of the Board of Punishments to 
try the case and bring the guilty ones to 
justice, we have now further received a 


memorial from Ting Chih-shib, a Supervis- 
ing Censor, who denounces the methods 
of the said tribunal in investigating the 
case and accusing the judicial deputies 
of having been guilty of using illegal and 
excessive tortures while trying to obtain 
“confessions.” The second memorialist 
further prays that some high minister of the 
Court be specially appointed to go over the 
whole ground, etc. As we find upon en- 
quiry that the said case is still in suspenso 
and thata verdict is, as yet, as far off as 
ever, we hereby command that the Pre- 
sidents and Vice-Presidents of the Court of 
Censors shall join the Presidents and Vice- 
Presidents of the Board of Punishments 
in forming a special tribunal to re-try the 
said case and earnestly endeavour to get at 
the truth of the whole matter. We insist 
that the c:se be sifted to its very dregs, 
(2) E. K‘é-t‘ang-a, Tartar General of 
Féngtien and Milita'y Governor of Mouk- 
den, and his colleagu-s, having reported 
that the repairs to the Fulin Mausolea 
have been completed now pray that a 
special day be selected for the replacing 
of the sacred tablets of our ancestors in 
their pr-per niches within the said 
buildings, etc. We hereby command the 
Imperial Board of Astron»my to select 
an auspicious day for the performing of the 
above functions sometime during the month 
of October, and that the said E Ko- 
t'ang-2 be ordered, upon learning the 
selected date, to reverentially and carefully 
carry out the important duty conferred 
upon him and his colleagues in this matter. 


15th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a large number of ofticials 
to the Metropolitan and Provincial Ad- 
ministrations. 

(2) Yi K‘un, a noble of the Imperial Clan 
and head inspector of the Hastern Mausvlea, 
reports a wonderful dispensation of the 
gods in protecting the trees in the said 
Mausvlea grounds from the insects which 
devastated the Western Mausclea this year. 
The memorialist states that, when he heard 
of the destruction of the trees in the last- 
pamed Mausolea, he carefully examined the 
trees in the grounds of which he had 
charge and found that some of them had 
also been attacked in the same manner 
by grub and insects. In consequence of 
of this he (the memorialist) at once went 
and performed a pilgrimage to the Malan 
Cliff where stands a temple dedicated to 
the ‘five gods.” Reverentially and humbly 
the memorialist prayed that protection 
be given to the trees in the Eastern 


Mausolea grounds and besought the pro- 
tection generally of their sacred godships. 
Judge of memorialist’s yreat surprise 
and joy then when he returned and 
made a second examination of his trees 
and found that of those that had been 
attacked the grubs and insects in them had 
all been destroyed by supernatural agency 
while those still untouched seemed to 
be more flourishing than ever! As_ this 


appears to be a direct dispens:tion of | 


the mercy of the gods in question and an 
answer to the reverent and humble manner 
of the memorialist, he thinks that Imperial 
recognition should be made of the wondrous 
fact and he prays that a tablet written by 
the Imperial hand be bestowed upon the 
gods to be hung within the temple of the 
said “five gods” at Malan Cliff, as a 
token «¢f the gratitude of His Majesty for 
the protectin granted to the trees 
surrounding the sacred Mausolea of the 
Imperial family, ete. We indeed feel 
thankful for this beneficence of their 
five godships and hereby grant the tablet 
prayed for on their behalf. Furthermore, 
as the said memrrialist also prays that a 
special designation be bestowed by us 
upon their godships f-r the perpe'uation 
of this act of «special protection we hereby 
command the Board of Rites to take the 
malter up and report upon an aypropriate 
appellation for bestowal upon the said gods. 
16th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Hung Yung.an is appointed Bri- 
gadier-General of the Changchou Military 
Circuit of Fukien. 

(2) With reference to the charges made 
by the Censors Chang chung-yi and Chiang 
Shih-fén against Hsueh Yiin-shéng, Pre- 
sident of the Eoard of Punishments, 
of having given secret aid to his nephews 
in their attempts at getting money by 
illegal and doubtful methods, and with 
reference to which charges have been 
proved against the said nephew Hsiieh Ju- 
chou, official name Hsueh Chi, we here- 
by command that he be forthwith 
cashiered and kept in prison pending the 
completion of the case. The other guilty 
officers are also t» be cashiered as soon 
as sentence can be given in their cases, 
As for the important witness Su Yueh- 
po, who has so far escaped arrest, we 
hereby command the Viceroy of Chihli 
and all the metropolitan local officials to 
search for the man in order to bring 
the whole case to a close. Now with 
reference to the accused President of the 
Board of Punishments, Hsiieh Yiin-shéng, 
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as he has certainly been found to have 
been lax in keeping due control over 
the junior members of his family, he 
is hereby turned over to the Board of 
Civil Appointments for the determination 
of an adequate penalty. Asf-r the first- 
formed judicial tribunal of the Board of 
Punishments delegated to try the said 
case, it app-ars that there were certain 
grounds for complaint of the Censor Chiang: 
Shih-f6n that attempts had been made to 
slur over the faults of the said accused 
President, This should not go unpunished 
and we therefore hand over the First-class 
Secretaries ‘'ang Méng and others to the 
proper Board fur the d termination of 
adequate penalties. 

Note :—The accused President of the 
Board of Punishments is an elder brother 
of the late Hsiieh Fu-ch‘eng, formerly 
Chinese Minister to Great Britain and 
France— 7'ranslutor, 


17th September. 
No papers of interest. 


18th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Hsii Shu-min, now Literary Chan- 
cellor in the provinces, is hereby appointed 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Civil Appointments. Before his arrival at 
Peking his post is to be temp rarily ad- 
winistered by Hsti Hui-féng. 

(2) Yang Yi is «appointed Senior Vice- 
President of the Board of War and he is 


‘still to act ad interim as acting Junioc 


Vice-President of the Board of Works 
with control over the mints. 

(3) Shou Ch‘ang is appointed (Manchu) 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of War 
and he is still to act as acting Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Punishments 
until further orders. 

(4) Ch‘ing Mien is appointed Supervising 
Censor and Keeper of the Seals of the 
Board of Punishments. 

19th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chi Lan is appointed Inspector of 
the Bordered Yellow Manchu Banner 
Corps this year. 

(2) Chung Lien is appointed Inspector 
of the Yellow Mongol Banner Corps this 
year. 

20th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

We have received the memorial of Yii 
K‘un, an Imperial noble and Inspector 
of the Eastern Imperial Mausolea, report- 
ing that certain portions thereof require 
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repairs before the end of the year and 
requesting that a high Court Minister be 
sent to investigate and make the proper 
estimates for work in the said repairs, ete. 
We hereby appoint Ying Nien, Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Works, to go to the 
said Mausolea and report thereon to us. 

(2) The same high official denounces 
the avarice and extortionate demands made 
by certain Manchu officers while escorting 
the coffin of Wan Kuei-fei (Imperial 
Concubine of Ttung Chih—Zranslator) 
from Peking to the Eastern Mausolea last 
August. We hereby command that the 
officials named in Yi K‘un’s memorial be 
turned over to the Board of Punishments 
and an enquiry held into their conduct 
during August last. 


21st September. 
No papers of interest. 


22nd September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) We have received the memorial of 
the Censor P‘an Ch'ing-lan reporting the 
death of Kuo Shih, the mother of the late 
Commodore Téng Shib-chang, (Captain 
Tang, Commander of the Chinese cruiser 
Chihyuen, which was sunk by a torpedo 
while trying to ram a Japanese cruiser in 
the battle of the Yalu, Sept., 1894.—Trans- 
letor). As the deceased lady had done her 
du’y to the State by teaching the principles 
of loyalty and devotion to her son whose 
heroic death in refusing to survive the loss 
of his ship is a proof thereof, we desire to 
show further our commendation of uch 
conduct on the part of our subjects, and 
hereby command that an autograph tablet 
be presented to the family of the deceased 
Commodore in commemoration of the 
teachings of a loyal lady to a heroic son. 

(2) We have received the report of the 
Board of Civil Appointments with re- 
ference t» the penalty to be decided in re- 
gard to Sieh Pei-hsien, First-class Compiler 
of the Hanlin Academy and ex-Assistant 
Special Examiner of Kansu province, who 
was denounced the otler day by a Censor. 
The said report states that the ssid Sieh 
tei-hsien should be penalised by the loss 
of two sleps of rank and transferred to 
a lower post. This penalty is not to be 
allowed to be commuted by the setting- 
off of geod marks. But as the said 
degraded officer has yet another penalty 
of degradation of another step of rank 
in connection with a minor accusation 
he is allowed in the latter case to com- 
mute the said penalty by a general set- 
off of his good marks against the bad, 


23rd September. 
“IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Haiti Ch‘eng-yao is appointed Assistant’ 
Director of the Imperial Clan Court. 
No papers of interest, 


24th September. 


THE EXPENSES OF THE NANKING 
ARSENAL. 


Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli and 
Imperial High Commissioner of the Peiyang 
Defences ; Liu K‘un-yi, Viceroy of the 
Liang Kiang provinces and Imperial High 
Commissioner of the Nanyang Defences ; 
and Chao Shu-ch‘iao, Governor of Kiangsu 
and ex officio Vice-President of the Board of 
War, jointly memorialise concerning the ex- 
penses of the Nanking Arsenal, the accounts 
of which have been presented by the 
Director-in-chief, Sung Shou, Provincial 
Treasurer at Nanking, for the year ending 
1895, and which having been carefully 
examined by the memoriali-ts they now 
pass as correct and request the Boards of 
Revenue, Works, and of War also to ap- 
prove. There was a surplus of Tis. 193.50 
from the previous year’s accounts, and the 
sums subsequently received from the 
departments disbursing the expenses of 
the said Arsenal amounted to a total of 


' Tls, 237,512.40, that is to say, received 


from the Kiangnan I,M. Cus'oms, (Shang- 
hai), Siangnan Pay and Defence De- 
partment, and the Kingling (Nanking) Pay- 
master-general’s Department of the Huai 
Army, at Yangchow. The expenses for tho 
year under review included for materiale, 
etc., Ts, 121,960.90 ; for pay and food «f 
artisans and labourers employed in the 
said Arsenal, Tis. 93,895.30; ‘Tis. 
12,194.10 for salaries of Arsenal officials, 
clerks and b dyguard of Director-in-chief 
and Manager; for freight and transport 
of materials by boat, steamer, and carriers, 
Tis. 7,822.20; aud sepaira for aundry 
portions of the Arsenal, Tls. 1,481.90, 
total Tls. 237,364.40. With regard to 
the total expendi:ures noted above the sum 
of Tis. 106,089.40 should be entered into 
the accounts of, and passed by, the Board 
of Revenue ; the sum of Tls, 7,822.20 by 
the Board of War, and Tls. 123,443.90 
by the Board of Works, or the total 
sum of Ts, 237,354.40, leaving a surplus 
for the year of Tis. 351.50 to be carried 
forward to next year’s account, The list of 
small arma and field guns, and ammunition 
manufactured at the said Arsenal is a'so 
made out and presented to the said Boards 
in conjunction with this memorial, His 


94 


[Sarr 24—80, 


Majesty's approval is asked with reference 
to the same.—Rescript: Let the Bourds 
concerned take note. 


25th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The following Board Ministers, viz., 
Hsii Yung-yi, P‘u Shan, Hsii Hui-féng, 
K‘un Asiu, P‘u Ti, Yang Yi, and Liao 
Shou-héng, and the Censors, Tai Ngo, ‘ling 
Chih-shih, Pan Kuei, Ch‘en Ch‘i-chang, 
Chung Hua, Chéng Sze-chan, Sung Lin, 
Hu Fu-chen, and Mu Téng-ngeh are 
appointed to serve as a Committee and 
Sub-Committee to examine candidates for 
office from the provinces who come up to 
the capital for an audience. 

(2) Hu Yii-fén, Governor of Peking, and 
Li Tien-lin and Ch‘en Chao-wén are ap- 
pointed Inspectors of the Imperial Clan 
schools for the ensuing year. 

(3) Prince Yi Kung and E La-pu are 
appointed to try the new guns made by 
the Peking arsenal for the inland naval 
gunboats. 

(4) Sé Ling-a is appointed Searcher at 
the Left Middle entrance of the Imperial 
Palace. 

26th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of the 
Court of Sacrificial Worship within the 
Palace stating that the 1st day of the 
9th moon (26th inst.) is a day set apart 
for special sacrifices to the Imperial manes, 
we hereby command Prince Siao, 4th 
Order, t» sacrifice in our stead before the 
Imperial tablets within the Palace. 

(2) The Duke Min is commanded to sa- 
crifice on the same day at the temple of 
Solid Harmony in our stead. 

(3) With reference to the memorial of 
the Board of War asking that a Superin- 
tendent be appointed over the Govern- 
ment stables of the said Board we hereby 
appoint Yung Hui to the above post. 


27th and 28th September. 
No papers of interest. 


29th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) As Ming Hui is now encamped with 
his regiment at the Southern Hunting- 
Park his post of Lieutenant-General of the 
Bordered White Mongol Banner is tem- 
porarily given to Kuan Heiang. 

(2) Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, 
ig command.d to give up his post and 
come up to Peking where he is to await 
further employment. The Viceroyship 


thus vacated is hereby given to Li Ping- 
héng, now Governor vf Shantung, but 
prior to his arrival at Chéngtu, the Vice- 
royship of Szechuan is to be administered 
ad interim by Kung Shou, Tartar General 
of the said province of Szechuan, 

(3) Chang Ju-mei, Provincial Treasurer 
of Shensi, is hereby promoted to be Go- 
vernor of Shantung vice Li Ping-héng, pro- 
moted to the Viceroyalty of Szechuan. 


30th September. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the penalties to be 
administered to the persons implicated in 
the charges of attempted bribery and fraud 
exposed by the Censors Chang Chung-yi 
and Sung Peh-lu the other diy, we have 
this day received the report of the Board of 
Civil Appointments thereon which is given 
as follows:—For his inability to keep 
a proper restraint upon the y-unger mem- 
bers of his family, Hsiieh Yiin-shéng, 
President of the Board of Punishments, 
moust suffer the degradation of three 
steps of rank and be transferred to a lower 
post; Tang Méng, First Cla:s Secretary 
in the Board of Punishments, who has 
been found guilty of trying to screen his 
superior officer’s faults, is hereby degraded 
one step in rank but is to be kept in his 
original post. As for the other officials 
who have been found culpable in one way 
or another in trying the said charges and 
in questioning the witnesses, etc., the 
penalties recommended by tlie above-named 
Board, which are hereby confirmed, are tht 
Ying Jui and Yung Ch‘éng-jan, First 
Class Secretaries in the Board of Punish- 
ments, are to be fined a whole year’s salary ; 
Sung Kuei, former (Manchu) President of 
the Board of Punishments, lately trans- 
ferred to be acting President of th» Board 
of Works; A K‘é-tan, Senior (Manchu) 
Vice-President of the Board of Punish- 
ments; Li Tuan-fén, former Senior (Chi- 
nese) Vice-President of the same Bonrd, 
lately transferred to the Director-General- 
ship of the Imperial Granaries ; Wén Lin, 
Junior (Manchu) Vice-President of the 
Board of Punishments, and Hsii Shu-min, 
former Junior (Chinese) Vice-President of 
the same Board, now transferred to be 
Junior Vice-President of the Board of 
Works—all the above-named high officers 
are to be penalised by being fined six 
months’ salary. Finally, Hsiieh Chen, First 
Class Compiler of the Grand Secretariat, is 
to be fined nine months’ salary. None of 
the above-named penalties shall be allowed 
to be commuted by the setting-off of good 
marks, 
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(2) Li Hsi-lien, Provincial Judge of Kuei- 
chou, is promoted to be Provincial Trea- 
surer of Shensi vice Chang Ju-mei promoted 
to the Governorship of Shantung, and Yii 
Héng, (Manchu) Taotai of the Kuei-Hsi 
Intendancy of Kueichou province, is hereby 
promoted to the Judgeship vacated by the 
said Li Hsi-lien. 

(3) Kuei Lin(Manchu) is appointed Taotai 
of the Kuei-Hsi Intendancy of Kueichou 
vice Yii Hang promoted to the Judgeship 
of the said province. 


Ist October. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) LiaoShou-héng is appointed President 
of the Board of Punishments vice Hsiieh 
Yiin-sheng degraded for misdemeanours, 
and Haii Shu-min is appointed President 
of the Court of Censors vice Liao Shou-héng 
promoted as above, 


(2) Hsii Hui-féng is hereby transferred 
to be Junior Vice-President of the Board 
of Rites, and T‘ang Ching-ch‘ung is ap- 
pune Junior Vice-President of the same 

oard. 


(3) With reference to the memorial of 
the Comptrollers-Genoeral of the Imperial 
Household Department recommending the 
repairing of the various Rest Houses out- 
side the city of Peking, which must be 
used by us in our tours outside the capital, 
we hereby command Ch‘i Hsiu and Shih 
Shu to make a careful examination of the 
various places and report to ug the amount 
required to put them in a proper condition. 


2nd October. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Hsii Shu-min is commanded to give 
up at once his post of Literary Chancellor 
of Chékiang province and come up to Peking 
to take over his new post of President of 
the Court of Censors. Lu Pao-chung, Sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat, is 
hereby commanded to go to Hangchow to 
take over the said Hsii Shu-min’s post. 


_(2) As Hsii Shu-min will take a little 
time in coming up to Peking to take over 
his new appointment of President of the 
Court of Censors, we hereby command Hsii 


Ying-k‘uei to act as President of the said: 
Court pro tem. 


(3) Liao Shou-héng is commanded to 
continue to act as acting President of the 
Board of War until further orders. 

(4) Haiti Hui-féng is commanded to act 
as Acting Senior Vice-President of the 
Board of Rites in addition to his other 
duties. 
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(5) We have received the memorial of 
Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, report- 
ing that owing to the peacefulness of the 
river gods the Yungting River and theGrand 
Canal have, during the past autumn, been 
singularly free from overflow and other 
mishaps, etc. We feel grateful to the 
gods for their aid and hereby command 
that ten great Tibetan incense sticka be 
bestowed upon the Dragon gods of the 
River and Canal, and that the said Vice- 
roy shall send the said incense sticks 
to the Taotai of the Yungting Intendancy 
who shall offer them at the Dragon temple 
on our behalf in token of our gratitude. 


8rd October. 
No papers of interest. 


4th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES 


(1) Chi En (Manchu) is hereby appointed 
prefect of Shaohsing prefecture, Chékiang 
province. 


(2) Appointing a large number of officials 
to the Metropolitan aud Provincial adminis- 
trations. 


(3) On the 1st instant the official As- 
sembly Room, situated within the third 
courtyard of the Palace ‘precincts, got on 
fire resulting in the destruction of over a 
dozen large and small ronms used as offices. 
As the high Court officials on duty at the 
time and the Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie managed to extinguish the 
conflagration before it could destroy any 
of the Palace buildings, we hereby approve 
their work by commending their activi- 
ty, and further ordor the said Command- 
ant to send us a list of the uames of the 
most active amongst the officers and men 
of his force who exerted themselves during 
the fire in order that we may reward them. 
As for the officers and men on guard at the 
time of the conflagration the said Com- 
mandant shall make an investigation and 
send the culprits to the Household Depart- 
ment to be dealt with. 


5th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the celebration of 
the birthday anniversary of H.1.M. the 
Empress-Dowager on the 10th day of the 
10th month (4th November), we have re- 
ceived her Majesty’s commands that the 
said celebrations are to be made at Eho 
Park. On that day we shall personally 
present to her Majesty our address of 
congratulation on the felicitous event. 
Two days before that day (2nd November) 


we shall entertain the Princes and Minis- 
ters of our Court at a banquet in the 
Jénshou Palace, and her Majesty, the 
Empress, will entertain the Ladies of the 
Cou't, the Princesses and the wives of 
Ministers at the same Palace on the day 
following, or 3rd of November. The 
ceremonies, etc., to be observed on these 
occasions are to be settled upon and re- 
ported speedily tv us. 

(2) We hereby command Princes Kung 
and Ching to consult with the Board 
of Rites and the Imperial Household De- 
partment as to what ceremonies shall 
be observed at tle celebrations at Eho 
Park on the 4th of November next. 


6th October 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We are deeply giieved at hearing of 
the death of Pa-k‘é-tan-pu, ex-Senior Vice- 
President of the Board of War, who died 
yesterday, according to the report of the 
deceased oflicial’s family. He had always 
been employed at the Capital and had 
risen to the rank of a Comptroller-General 
of the Imperial Household Department 
when he was compelled to resign owing to 
old age, and through all his service with us 
he always proved himself capable and 
energetic in his duties. By extraordinary 
act of grace we hereby command that his 
obsequies shall be conducted in accordance 
with -his rank of a Vice-President of a 
Board and that all black marks against his 
name be erased from the records. As for 
his eldest son Chi Min, who at present 
holds the rank of a Second Clasa Secretary 
in the Imperial Household Department, 
we hereby graciously promote him to the 
rank of a First Class Secretary in the said 
Department which he is to assume as soon 
as he shall have gone through the usual 
term of mourning (100 days—Translator). 

(2) With regard to the memorial of Lu 
Ch‘uan-lin, Retiring Viceroy of Szechuan, 
recommending one Wén Hai (Manchu) to 
fill the post of sub-prefect of Chinghai 
department, the said Viceroy has been 
culpable of breach of etiquette and negli- 
gence in writing Wén Hai'’s name Wén 
Huan. The said Viceroy is therefore 
handed over tu the Board for the usual 
penalty. 

7th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Court of Sacrificial Worship 
having reported that the first month of 
Autumn falls on the Ist day of the 
10th' month (viz: 26th October), we 
hereby announce that we intend to go 
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personally to the Ancestral Temple to 
escrifice on that day, while Po-Ching is 
commanded to worship at the rear altars. 
We also appoint Ying Chiin to worship at 
the Eastern minor™ altars, while Huang 
Yung-an shall worship at the Western 
altars on this occasion. 

(2) On the occasion of the Empress- 
Dowager’s birthday anniversary festivities, 
the 1st of November (7th day 10th month) 
has been set aside for special sacrifices: at 
the Ancestral Temple. We hereby appoint 
Prince Chéng to supervise the sacrifices 
at the said Temple on that day. 


8th October. 
No papers of interest. 


9th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 
Ts‘ai Chiin is hereby appointed Taotai 
of the Su-Sung and-T‘ai Intendancy of 
Kiangsu province (Shanghai Taotaiship— 


Translator). 
10th October, 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the memorial of the 
Imperial Clan Court asking that an As- 
sistant Supervisor of Hereditary Titles be 
appointed, we hereby »ppoint Hsii Hui- 
féng, Senior Vice-President of the Board 
of Rites, to undertake the said duties in 
addition to his other appointments. 

(2) We have received the memorial of 
the Imperial Household Department ask- 
ing that officers may be appointed to con- 
duct the sacrificial worship at the temples 
of the tutelary gods of the Forbidden Pre- 
cincts and the Outer cities of Peking. We 
hereby appoint Huai T‘a-pu, President of 
the Board of Rites, and Li Shan, Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Revenue, 
to conduct the said services. 

Shu Ch‘on and ‘Chi Lin are appointed 
to command the escort of the coffin of the 
late Imperial Concubine of the late Em- 
peror Tung Chih on its way to the Imperial 
Mauaolea to-morrow. 


1ith October. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 

H.I.M. the Emperor will go to Eho 
Park to-morrow after the transaction of 
State affairs, to visit H.I.M. the Empress- 
Dowager. The Court wi!] attend. 

A REFRACTORY NOBLE. 

Ch'ung Huan, Gioro or member of the 
collateral branch of the Imperial Clan, 
and Imperial Resident at Ulissut‘ai, and 
Ohih Jui, Vice-Resident of the same, 
jointly denounce A Yii-erh, a Mongol Duka 
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and Djassack or Chief of « Mongol tribe, for 
- defiance of the orders of his superiors and 
request the punishment of the said Duke in 
order to serve as an example to other nobles 
who may desire to disobey orders fiom 
Peking. 16 appears that in the early part of 
the month of July last the Captain-General 
of the league of the said refractory Duke 
reported to memorialists that te latter 
had failed so far to pay up certain monies 
which he was indebted !o the State and 
the payment of which had been commanded 
by a former Imperial edict to be made 
at once. Further, that the ssid Duke 
had sent to the said Captain-General a re- 
port that the former had been overtaken 
with smallpox, in consequence of which 
he (the said Duke) asked permission to go 
to Peking to consult physicians and at the 
same time pray for an Imperial Audience. 
Upon the said Captain-General finding 
that the report of suallpox had no found- 
ation at all and was only a pretext to 
get to Peking to seek some means of 
altering the edict about the payment of 
the money, the said Captnin-General 
refused to give his consent to the said 
Duke’s petition. The said Duke, however, 
ignored his Captain-General’s commands 
and started, immedia‘ely after his petition, 
by the grass-lands to Peking. The said 
Captain-General and the memorialists, 
therefore, ask hia Majesty’s decree to per- 
mit them to send fleet horsemen to prevent 
the said Duke from leaving the borders 
without first obtsining leave from the 
Throne, aud that he be punished for dis- 
obedience to special orders of his superiors, 
and also that he be made to pay the monies 
previously commanded by his Majesty’s 
decree. As the Captain-Genersl of a 
Mongol league of tribes is specially appoint- 
ed by Imperial edict, it will be readily 
recognised that any disobedience to his 
orders isa defiance of the Throne itself, 
and that if once the matter be «moothed 
and glossed over without making an ex- 
ample of such refractory conduct. it will 
be exceedingly difficult in the future to 
overawe the other Mongol nobles of the 
Tervitory. Even the memorialists rule by 
the authority and the majesty of the 
Throne and not by any force and pomp of 
their own, if then the majesty and au- 
thority of the Emperor be permitted to be 
contemned in Mongolia, there will be no 
end of difficulty in ruling these subjects of 
the Throne in the future. The momorinlists, 
therefore, pray that the said Duke be 
removed from his post of Djassack and 


Su-k‘é-su-lun, Duke of Linchih, be ap-- 


pointed in his stead.—Rescript ; Granted. 


12th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Ch‘en Hsio-fén is appointed Literary 
Chancellor of Chékiang, vice Hsti Shu-min 
transferred to Peking. 

(2) Ch‘éng -‘h‘uan is appointed Super- 
intendent of the Imperial silk looms at 
Hangchow, capital of Chékiang province. 


13th October. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Ch‘ing Mien, Supervising Censor and 
also Police Censor of the Middle city, and 
his colleagues request that, owing to the 
general distress still observable amongat 
the people living in the suburbs of the 
capital, the usual grants of rice for the gruel 
shops during the coming winter be still 
carried on this year, and a list of the 
stations that need grants has been present- 
ed with this memorial. We agree with the 
memorialists that the poor of Peking and 
suburbs will still require subsistence during 
the coming cold weather and therefore by 
special act of grace command that 300 
piculs of rice be issued by the granaries for 
distribution amongst the gruel stations in 
the Middle, East, South, West and Nor- 
thern cities, and that the gentry therein 
be given the necessary authority from the 
Board of Revenue to distribute the said 
relief to the poor of the said five cities. 

(2) Another memorial by the said me- 
morialists asking that rice be also 
grantel to the Refuges in the various 
cities for feeding the aged an help- 
less poor who gather in them during 
the winter. We hereby command that 300 
piculs of rice be given to the three Refuges 
named Chtang Shan-tfang, Péh Shan- 
t‘ang, and Kung Shan-t‘ang; 300 picuis to 
the Mahommedan Refuge in the Mosqne in 
Chiaotze Street ; 150 p:cnls to the Reiuges 
in the Nanhaibu: Buddhist temple, outside 
the Ch‘aoyang gate, the Yiit'sing ‘Taoist 
temple, outside the Ch‘ungwén gate, and 
the Shangh«in Refuge in the suburbs ; 300 
piculs to the Hsiehyu-t‘ang, outside the 
Hsiienwu gate; 150 piculs to the Ma- 
hommedan Mosque, outside the Ch‘aoyang 
gate, and 300 piculs to the Refuge at the 
Little Market in the suburbs. In this 
way we trust that our helpless poor may 
have a little relief during the horrers of 
the coming winter. 


14th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Téh Yiin is appointed Junior Lieut- 
enant-General of the garrison at the Ch‘ung- 
wén gate, 
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(2) We received the other day a memorial 
from the Censor Tsiang Shih-fén denounc- 
ing the incapacity and avarice of Shih 
Nien-tsu, Governor of Kuangsi, and further 
that he had been guilty of conspiring 
with Ho Chao-shan, the former acting 
Provincial Judge of Kuangsi, in preying 
upon the inhabitants of the said province. 
We therefore commanded Ch‘én Pao-chén, 
Governor of Hunan, to make secret inves- 
tigations to see what foundations there 
were in the said charges and to report 
truthfully thereon to us. The report of 
the said Ch‘én Pao-chén is now before us 
in which he states that he has discovered 
that some of the charges had not been 
proved while in others there were reasons 
which led to the accused officials being 
suspected by outsiders of a partial com- 
plicity «and improper conduct. But the 
main reason for all this was due to 
Shih Nien-tsu’s confiding in unworthy 
and dishonest men, who using his 
name and authority committed depre- 
dations upon the people of Kuangsi, ia 
consequence of which many unfavourable 
comments had reached Peking against the 
character of the said Governor. In view 
of this we hereby command that Shih 
Nien-tsu be handel over to the Board 
of Civil Appointments for an adequate 
pepaly With reference to Ho Chao-shan, 

aotai of the Tai-ping-en-shun Intendancy 
of Kuangsi, and former acting Provincial 
Judge of said province, he had in truth 
been culpable of giving an unjust sentence 
in a case of the arrest cf certain innocent 
people belonying to Chaopinghsien, in 
consequence of which there was an in- 
surrection amongst the peop'e of that 
district. fe was also guilty of a hasty 
judgment in the case of prohibiting the 
export of rice from the department of 
Yunganchou. Then as for Shiang Wan- 
yung, the former acting Salt Intentant of 
Kueilinfu, who as an assistant judge in 
this important case was guilty of gratify- 
ing his private animosities in several in- 
stances, the conduct of the two above- 
named officers is loo serious to be con- 
doned and they are hereby cashiered and 
dismissed from office. As for Chao Lai- 
yang, then acting prefect of Pinglofu, who, 
upon finding that the men charged before 
him in the above case had revoked entircly 
their previous evidence, failed to use his 
best energies in trying to get to the bot- 
tom of their wrongs but, instead, sent up 
a report to the acting Judge request- 
ing permission to punish them for not 
giving the same evidence as had been 
given in the lower Courts, this officer was 


truly guilty of ~incapability and he is 
therefore handed to the Board for 
adjudication of an adequate penalty. 
As for the petty officials in the said 
Governor’s yamén who also tried the case 
and failed to see anything unusual in the 
conflicting evidence, etc., they are hereby 
cashiered and dismissed from their posts. 


15th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Li Ching-ch‘un, the commoner who 
appealed t» us in the streets this morning, 
is hereby handed to the Board of Punish- 
ments, which is commanded to investigate 
carefully the cause of his appeal to us. 

(2) We have received the memorial of 
E-k‘6-t‘ang-2, Tartar-General of Féngtien 
and Military Governor of Moukden, ask- 
ing that the newly appointed Civil Governor 
of Moukden ba ordered to hasten to take 
up his post, owing to the accumulation of 
work and the inability of the memorialist to 
attend to it all. We hereby command 
T‘ing Chieh, the Civil Governor-designate 
of Moukden, to come at once to Peking for 
his audience, after which he is to proceed 
without delay to his new post to assist the 
said Tartar General. 

(3) Li Ping-héng, Governor of Shantung, 
sende us a list of deserving officials whose 
watchfulness and activity enabled them to 
patch up the breaches in the Yellow River 
at West Hanchiak‘ou last month, in con- 
sequence of which the river could 
not do much damage, and also a list of 
officers who worked diligeutly and in- 
telligently at the breach Jast year at 
Chaochia Gardens. We hereby grant the 
rewards and promotions asked for in the 
case of certain of the officers named in the 
two lists. (Here follow the names of some 
seventy officials—Translator.) And the 
Boards of War and Civil Appointments are 
hereby commanded to take note thereon. 


16th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provinical adminis- 
trations. 

(2) We appoint this day Ts‘ing Jui to 
be Chief Examiner of the licentiate com- 
petitions in translation work of Chinese 
isto Manchu, and vice vers, to be held 
next day at the Metropolitan Examination 
Halls, and Wén Hai is hereby appointed 
Vice-Examiner. 

(3) Ying Shou and Wang Ting-lsiang 
are appointed Proctors of the Inner Halls, 
and Shu T‘ai and Chang Chao-lan are 
appointed Assistant Examiners. 
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(4) Wén Lieh, Chung Lien, Chéng Shih- 
chan, and Féng Hsi-jén are appointed 
Searchers of Students in the said Examina- 
tion Halls to prevent secret communica- 
tions between competitors, ‘‘ cribbing,” 
etc. 

17th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Prince Mu, (4th Order), Shan Chi, 
Chung Hsiu, Ch‘ang Kuei and Yi Lin, 
officers of the Imperial Bodyguard, are 
commanded to act as Inspectors at tle 
Examinatious next day, of the Manchu 
Translators in the Paoho Throne-hall. 

(2) P‘éng Shou is appointed Searcher of 
Students at the Middle-Left gate of the 
Palace. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty will return to Peking from 
Eho Park to-morrow morning after trans- 
acting state affairs, and the Court will be 
held in the Capital until further notice. 


18th Oetober. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Kuo Lé-min, Lieutenant General of 
the Left Division of the Imperial Body- 
guards, and Téh K‘uei, Lieutenant-General 
of the Right Division, are hereby com- 
manded to take a battalion each t» form 
the outer guard around the Examination 
Halls this day. 

(2) Sheng Ngeh-lu, Héng Nien, Yong 
Kuei, Ai Hsin-&, Lien Ch‘uan, and En Hui, 
Manchu Censors, are hereby appointed 
Receivers of Translation Essays at the 
Examinations. 

(3) Li Hung-Kuei having present:d a 
memorial this morning asking to be excus- 
ed f:om the pot of Vice-Chancellor of the 
Examination Halls owing |o illness, he is 
herein given ten days’ leave of absence 
from Court duties, and Hsii Chéng-yao is 
now appointed in his stead. 


19th, October. 
COURT CIRCULAR, 


The Grand Secretariat presented this 
morning to his Majesty, on behalf of the 
Board of Punishments, the list of criminals 
now lying in the prisons of the said Board 
who should suffer the last penalty at the 
annual executions next week. 

Note:—The Emperor’s Prerogative may 
delay, by a stroke of the Imperial ‘* Vermil- 
ion Pencil,” the execution of any one he 
may wish in the above noted * coudem- 
ned” list, until the next aunual exec. tions, 
which is usually on the 25th day of the 9th 
month «f each year. In this way the 
worthies who fied from the Japanese in 


the late war, viz: -Yeh Chih-chao, ex- 
Provincial Commander-in-chief of Chihli, 
Kung Chao-yii, ex-Superintendent and 
Civil Commandant of the naval stronghold 
of Port Arthur, and several other military 
officers of the rank of general, have 
succeeded ever since the winter of 1804 
in eluding the executioner’s knife, by 
g tting the Imperial pencil to mark the 
words ‘Reserve until next time” against 
their names in the above list. Naturally 
every time the ** Condemned” lis’ is being 
prepared by the Board of. Punishinents 
these men have to ‘‘ make it all right” not 
only with the high officiala of the said 
Board but also with some of the members 
of the Grand Secretariat which presents 
the list t: the Emperor, and members of 
the Grand Council in whose Chamter the 
examination of the list takes place. Doubt- 
less, when China finds herself compelled 
to fight for her rights some time in the 
near future, these men will manage to 
leave their prisons by volunteering to lead 
forlorn hopes against the enemy ; bu’ this, 
again, will mean a heavy disbursement to 
the men who shall manage to present the 
offers of the condemned to the Emperor 
when the—to them—opportune moment 
arrives.— Translator. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the memo-ial of 
Li tlung-k‘uei, Civil Vice-Govern r-de- 
signate of Moukden and Literary Chancel- 
lor of Fénytien province, declaring tat 
although his leave of absence is about to 
expire his maladies still continue un- 
healed and asking that some one may be 
allowed to act 170 fem, as Vice-Governor 
of Shuntienfu (Peking), the memorialist’s 
present post, etc. We hereby give the 
said Li Hung-k‘uei an extended leave 
of twenty days, after which he is com- 
manded to make uo further delay but 
start at once for his new post at Mouk- 
den. As for the acting Vice-Governorship 
of Peking we hereby command Knuei Hsien 
(Manchu) to take over the post, pro tem. 


(2) Huang Auai-sen, Governor of Yun- 
nan, sends a memorial denouncing certain 
of his subordinate «fficials in the said pro- 
vince. We hereby command that Liu Ku- 
pang, department magistrate of Nanwei, 
be cashiered for avarice and other conduct 
incompatible with bis rank, ant that Li 
Hsing-jui, district magistrate of Lichiang, 
be ordered to resign his post and await 
further appoivtment, owing to inenpability 
and inexp-rieuce in his present post—as 
recommended in the said Gavernor’s me- 
morial, 


100 


[Oar,- 19-24. 


(3) Téh Yiin is hereby apvointed Lieut- 
enant-General of the Right Division of the 
Peking Geudarmerie. 


20th October. 


IMPERIAL DECREFS. | 


(1) The Grand S-cretaries Lin Shu and 
K‘un Kang (Manchus), and Assistant Grand 
Secretary Wéng T‘ung-ho, and the Board 
President and Vice-Presidents, Ch‘i Hsiu 
(Manchu), Hsii Hui-féng, Liao Shou-léug, 
Yang Yi, and Tang Chiog-ch‘ung, are 
hereby appointed Examiners of the Essays 
of the Competitors for the Master of Arts 
degree now taking place. 


(2) Appointing the monthly Committee 
to examine provincial officials, commencing 
from Taotai downwards, who come to 
Peking for audience. 


No'e: This Committee is comrosed of a 
certain number of Presidents and Vice- 
Presidents of Boards and Censors.—Traus- 
lator. 


(3) We have received the memorial of 
E Ling-ngeh, Manchu Brigade-Ge-eral of 
Liangchou, Kansu province, rep ting the 
escape from confi.ement of one Téh 
Teng (Maucliu) an ex-Colonel of the 1.eft 
Battalion of the Manchu garrisen of Liang- 
chou who was cashiered, dismisse! for ever, 
and banished to work on the post roads in 
Kashguria for allege ( guilt in pocketing the 
pay of his troops an! secretly selling vovern- 
ment grain, ete. In additen to the said 
ex-Colonel, a cashieed Manchu chiijén, 
named En Kuarg, and a cashiered Lient- 
enant of the Imperial Guards, name-! Shéng 
Pai, have also escaped from confinement, 
presumably in company with the first named 
Téh Tésg. We hereby command that 
search be made over the whole empire. for 
the runaways and that T‘ao Mu, Viceroy of 
Shen-Kan, and the high officials in C.inese 
Turkestan be especially commanded t: 
search for the said three refugees and send 
them back to Liangchou for summary 
puinshment. 


21st October. 


IMPERIAL DECREE, 


(1) Wu Ch‘ang-sui, head of the Ist class 
of new Masters of Arts at the recent chujén 
examinations at the capital, and his thirty- 
one co-M.A.’s ; Chang Yiin, head of the 2nd 
class, and his thir'y-nine co-M.A.’+, and 
Chang Hsun, head of the 3rd class and 
hia imeteen co-M A.’s are hereby grauted 
the privilege of competing at the Doctor's 
(chinshih) examinations in Peking next 
year, 


IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


Chang Yin-huan, ‘Special Ambassador to 
the Diamond Jubilee festivities at London, 
returned yesterday, and had audience of 
the Emperor this morning in the Grand 
Couucil Chamber. 


22nd October. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


His Majesty returned to Peking this 
morning from Eho Park, and the Court 
will be held in the c+pital until further 
noti-e. 

IMPERIAL DECREE. 

(1) Chén Pang-jui is appointed Director 
of the Court of Sacrificial Worship. 

(2) Princes P‘u Ch‘uan and P'u Tung 
are commanded to conduct the sacrifices at 
the Imperial shrines on the 26th instant. 

(3) The Board Presidents Sung Kuei and 
Kang Yiare commanded to examine the 
Manchu essays at the examination of 
Manchu Translators for the M.A. degree. 

(4) With reference to the charges made 
against Shih Nien-tsu, Governor of Kuangsi, 
by a ecrtain Censor «nd investigated by 
Ch‘én Pao-chén, Governor of Hunan, we 
gave the other day a résumé of the latter Go- 
vernor’s report aud commanded the Board 
of Civil Appointments to deliberate as to 
the penalty to be awarded the accused 
Governor in proportion to his culpability. 
We are now in receipt «f the said Board's 
report which recommends that the accused 
he cashi-red and di-missed from his post. 
We, therefore, command that his sentence 
be carrie] out and Shih Nien-tsu is hereby 
cashiered and di missed from his post of 
Governor of Kuangsi. <As for the expect- 
ant prefect Chao Hai-yen, who has been 
implicated in the said charges, he is here- 
by degrad-d three steps in rank, which is 
uot allowed to be commuted by the usual 
se! ting-off of good marksagainstthe sentence, 


23rd October. 
COURT CIRCULAR, 


His Majesty will proceed to-morrow 
morning te the Chungho Throne-hall to 
inspect the new M.A.’s of the recent ex- 
amin:tions in the Capital. 

N» papers of interest. 

24th Oct ber. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We hive received the memorial of 
Yi K‘un, and others, reporting that the 
Yungehi granary at T-angehou is so dilapi- 
dated that, unless repairs are instantly 
mady, the buildings will soon be reduced 
to general ruin, etc. We hereby command 
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Wang Wén-shao, Viceroy of Chihli, to 
instruct the Provincial Treasurer at 
Paotingfu to grant the funds necessary 


to repair the said granary at an early 
date. 


(2) The same memorialists send us a list 
of the various department and district 
magistracies in Chihli province which have 
not sent to the said Yungchi granary their 
annual quota of grain, and complain of 
the large arrears in this respect. We 
hereby command the Viceroy of the said 
province of Chihli to use the list herein 
sent ua and issue special orders to the lag- 
gard m«gistrstes to send their several 
quotas in all haste in order that the officers 
of the said pranary may not be handi- 
capped in their distr bu ion of relief to re- 
fugees during the coming win'er. Further 
delay in this matter will be visited with 
punishment upon the delinquens magis- 
trates, 


25th October. 
IMPERIAL DECKEES, 


(1) Yang Yi-c ih ia hereby appointed 
acting Di-ectur of the Court of Sacrificial 
Worship. 


Note :—This is the post to which H.E. 
Sheng Hsii n-huni, Director-General of 
the Lu-Han Railway, was appointed last 
year. (Translator. ) 


(2) We have received the memorial of 
Shu T‘ai, Police Censor of the Eastern 
city, and his coleagues, reporting the 
capture of three notorious desperadoes, 
by the locl militia under the command of 
the gentry of the said Eastern city. The 
said desperadves were captured, after a 
fierce fight, in an attempt by their band 
to break into a pawnshop in the Eastern 
city. The prisoners are hereby command- 
ed to be handed t» the Board of Punish- 
ments to be treated according to law, 
and the said memorialists are also com- 
manded to send us a list of the names 
of the deserving officers and men after 
the result of the trial of the prisoners at 
the Board of Punishments is known. 


(3) A similar memorial by the same Cen- 
sor reports the capture of one Wang Chan- 
k‘uei by the local militia of the said Eastern 
city, whuse arrest had been ordered by a 
Previous edict for the crime of forcibly 
abducting a woman, at the head of a gang of 
bandits of which the said prisoner was a 
leader. The man is to be handed to the 
Board of Punishments and atrict search 
should be made for the rest of his gang. 


26th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Commander of the Peking Gen- 
darmerie reports the capture by his force 
of four desperadoes implicated in an at- 
tempt to a! duct a eunuch belonging to the 
Palace. The prisoners are to be hinded 
to the Board of Punishments for trial and 
search must be made for the rest of the 
gang still at large. Let no one escape the 
meshes of the law. 

(2) Tséng Ch‘i is appointed Inspector of 
the affairs of the Bordered Yellow Manchu 
Banner Corps 

(3) We have received a memorial from 
the Commander of the Gendarmerie re- 
commendiug a number of officers and men 
for promutiun for special bravery and 
energy, etc. ‘The Board of War is com- 
manded to report on the said list of names. 

(4) The sam - h'gh official reports the cap- 
ture by his force of two notorious bandits 
who were alleged to have been guilty of 
armed attack. upon travellers and shops 
reund about the Capital. The :-risoners 
are to be handed to the Board of Punish- 
ments for trial, aud strict search is to be 
made for the rest of their gang, 


27th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Huang Huai-sen, Governo* of Yun- 
nan, is her by trsvsferred to the Governor- 
ship of Kuangsi vice Shih Nien-tsu, re- 
commended by the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments to be devraded three steps of rank 
and transferred to an adequate pust, on 
account of certain misdemeanours previous- 
ly uted by us. 

(2) Yi Hsiang, Provincial Treasurer of 
Yunnan, is hereby promoted to be Governor 
of the same province, vice Huang Huai-se 
transferred to Kuangsi. : 

(3) Chii Hung chi_is appointed a sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat with 
the brevet button of a Vice-President of 
the Board of Rites. 


28th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received a joint memorial 
from the Directors-General of the Imperial 
Granaries of Peking and T‘ungchou report- 
ing that it is anticipated that there will 
still be considerable distress amongst the 
poorest classes round about the city of 
T‘ungchou, during the approaching winter, 
and recommending a donation of grain to 
the Wangshuyusn and other grue! stations 
in that city. We hereby authorise the 
aid Directors-General to distribute grain 
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to the various gruel stations mentioned in 
their memorial to the amount of 1,500 
piculs as the limit. 
(2) Ch‘én Ch‘i is appointed Taotai of 
the Yen-Tung Intendancy of Yunnan. 
29th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) The 4th of November being the an- 
niversary of H.I.M. the Empress Dowager’s 
birthd»y we hereby command that the 
interval commencing from the Ist of next 
month to the 9th idem, should be observed 
as a wational holiday in consequence of 
which no Court will be held during the 
time. 

(2) T'ang Shu-min, Provincial Judge 
of Yunnan, is promoted to be Treasurer of 
the same province vice Yii Hsiang promot- 
ed to be Governor of the said province of 
Yunnan. 

(3) Hsing Lu, Taotai of the Yen-Tung 
Intendancy of Yurnan is promoted to be 
Provincial Judge of the said province vice 
T‘ang Shu-min promoted to be Treasurer 
of the same. 

30th October. 


IMPERIAL DECREES 


(1) We have received the usual report 
from Jén Tao-jung, Director-General «f the 
Yellow River in Honan province, report- 
ing that since the approach of cold weather 
the embankments and dykes of the said 
river have been so well attended to during 
the autumn that there has been no trouble 
along the whole course guarded by the 
memorialist this year, etc. This is certainly 
due ‘'o the benevolence of the river 
gods and we feel duly thankful for their 
protection over the people. We therefore 
command that ten lurge-sized Tibetan 
incense-sticks be sent by the Imperial 
Household Departmen! to the said Direc or- 
General of the Yellow River who is also 
comman‘ed to offer them at the altars of 
the gods in the Dragon King’s Temple in 
the vicinity. As for the officers to whose 
energy and care has been due the peace- 
ful state of the great river this year, we here- 
by command the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments to deliberate and report upon the 
rewards that ought to be granted to Ngeh- 
lé-ching-ngeh, Provincial Treasurer of 
Honan ; Mu Ch‘i-hsien, Tactai of the K‘ai 
Kuei-Ch‘en-Hsii Intendancy of the said 
province ; and Tsen Ch‘un-jung, Taotni of 
the Hopei Intendancy of Honan. With 
reference to Wén Huan, Prefect of K‘ai- 
féngfu, he is hereby promoted to be a 
Taotai in rank with the brevet 2nd rank 
button, as soon as he shall have completed 
his term of office as prefect of the said city. 


[Ocr, 28—Nov. }. 


31st October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the military 
archery competitions amongst the unat- 
tached members of the Imperial Clan the 
other day, we hereby command that Yii 
P‘oand ldothers [names given—Translator] 
who succeeded in hitting the target with 
their arrows on horseback five times be 
given the rank of Imperial Guardsmen of 
the 3rd class. Als» that Chin Hsiu and 
8 others [names given] who succeeded in 
hitting the target with their arrows on foot 
four times, and once on horseback, be given 
the rank of Imperial Guardsmen of the 4th 
class. As for the rest who succeeded in 
hitting the turget in foot archery four times 
they are hereby ordered to be rewarded, 
each man, one piece of ‘'great” satin 
and ten taels in money; while those who 
only hit the target three times are to be 
rewarded with 5 taels each man. 


(2) Yii Téh is commanded to preside 
over the ‘héng division of the archery 
competition for the miliary Chajén degree 
and Yanz Yi is appointed to tally the 
number of hits ; K‘uei Pin is appointed to 
preside over the Hsiw division and Wén 
Chih is appointed tallyist; Chin Asin 
will preside over the Leh division and 
Au Yii-fén is appointed tallyist; Sung 
Kuei is to preside over the Chang division 
while Kuei Hsien will tally the hits. 

(3) The following Pr:ctors are appointed 
to the military competitions for the Chien 
degree, viz :—Ying Shou to the Chéng 
division; Chéng Sze-chan to the Hsiw 
division ; Clung Lien to the Lieh division ; 
aud Hsi Lin to the Chang division of the 
examination grounds. 

(4) Commencing with to-morrow until 
the 9th proximo the Court will wear full 
dress court robes in honour of the birth- 
day anniversary of the Empress Dowager. 


1st November. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Yén Mou, Tartar General of Heilung- 
chiang, reports that in May last Sheng 
Liang, a military hereditary noble of the 
8th grade, who holds the post of gaolwarden 
in the yamén of the Manchu Brigade- 
Geaeral of Alatsuha, reques'ed permission 
for a convict on the postroads, named Liu 
Li-tien, (o return for a short time to his 
family, who were alleged to have followed 
the said convict to the Amur; but it soon 
became known that this was false and 
that the convict had in truth escaped 
back into China. Orders were, therefore, 
sent to the various military posta en route 
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to Moukden and Shanhaikuan to be on the 
look out for the fugitive. The man was 
subsequently captured and confessed that 
he had bribed the said gaolwarden 
and his subordinates to enable him to 
return to his home in China proper, etc., 
This is indeed a grave and serious charge 
against the said gaolwarden, and we hereby 
command the said Tartar-General to cashier 
the said gaolwarden and put him under 
arrest to await trial with the captured 
fugitive. The guilty ones must be punished 
with the utmost severity of the law. ° 

(2) With reference to the vacancy in the 
prefectship of Paotingfu, as the post is one 
of great importance we hereby command 
Wang Wén-shao, the Viceroy of Chihli, to 
select the prefect best suited for the said 
pest out of all the officials holding sub- 
stantive prefectural posts in the said pro- 
vince, and we further command that the 
post vacated by the said Viceroy’s choice 
be given to P‘an Ch‘ing-chao, 


2nd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Mien Yi, Vice-President of the Mon- 
golian Superintendency, and Ming Usiu, 
Lientenant-General of the Red Manchu 
Banner Corps, are given by extra act of 
grace the privilege of riding on horseback 
within the Forbidden Precincts. 

(2) With reference to the memorial of 
Lu Ch'uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, 
received to-day, atating the amounts sub- 
scribed by the varivus high officials of 
the Empire in aid of the Szechuan Famine 
sufferers, we find that the said Viceroy 
has been guilty of carelessness in that he 
has written the wrong characters for Wu 
Ting-fang, cur Minister Plenipotentiary to 
the United States, etc., in his memorial. 
We hereby command that the said Viceroy 
be handed to the Board for the deter- 
mination of an adequate penulty. 


3rd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


ad) We have received a memorial from 
E-k‘d-t‘ang-a, ‘Tartar General of Féngtien 
and Military Governor of Moukden, de- 
nouncing a Manchu Lieutenant in charge 
of the likin station in the Northern dis- 
tricts, named Kuan Tsing, who had been 
found guilty of defrauding the government 
of a portion of the revenues collected by 
his subordinates. This conduct is certainly 
most reprehensible and a disgrace to the 
service and we hereby command that the 
accused officer be forthwith cashiered and 
forced to refund the monies fraudulently 
kept back by him. 


(2) Hsii Kung, Wu Shih-chien, and 
Chang Heng-chia, Compilers of the Second 
Class in the Hanlin Academy, are hereby 
granted the extra privilege of doing duty 
in the Southern Imperial Library. 


4th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Tsai Ng6é and Chung Hsiin are ap- 
pointed Inspectors of the Senior and Junior 
Gioro schouls, respectively. 

(2) Huai T‘a-pu and Shih Shuh are 
hereby respectively commanded to sacrifice 
at the temples of the Tutelary gods of the 
Tartar and Chinese cities of Peking. 

(3) Chung Kuang is commanded to 
sacrifice at the temple of the Fire god of 
the Capital. 

(4) Ch‘iHsiu, President of the Mongolian 
Superintendency, is commanded to sacrifice 
at the temple of the Horse god. 

(5) We have received the memorial of 
Fa Lé-min (Manchu) Deputy Assistant 
Military Governor of Kuldja, reporting 
serious illness and praying to be allowed 
to resign his post and return to Peking, 
etc. We hereby grant the said Fu Lé- 
min’s prayer and permission is given him 
to return to his Banner Reservation to 
recruit his health. 


5th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the memorial of 
Li Ping-héng, Governor of Shantung, re- 
porting that, through the providence of 
Heaven, the Yellow River, since the first 
frosts, has remained quiet and the country 
round «bout accordingly left undisturbed, 
etc., This year has been especially cala- 
mitous for Shantung through the repeated 
breaches made in the Yellow River by 
floods and freshets or by careleasness on 
the part of the watchers, causing untold 
miseries to our unfortunate people of 
Shantung. Itis therefore with a grateful 
heart to High Heaven that we now learn 
that the river has at this time of the year 
remained peaceful and that Heaven has 
protected and nourished our people at 
this juncture. We also commend the 
said Governor’s walchfulness and vigilance 
in keeping clear the said river at the head 
of his subordinates, and we hereby com- 
mand that ten eticks of large Tibetan 
incense be forthwith sent to the said 
Governor to be offered on our behalf 
at the temple of the Dragon King 
in order to show our gratitude to Heaven 
and the Gods for their protection of our 
people of Shantung. Apropos of the officers 
under the said Governor who have shown 
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extra-energy aud vigilance in their duties 
in this matter, namely, Hsi Liang, Taotai 
of the Yen-yi-ts‘ao-chi Intendancy of 
Shantung and Chief Inspector of the 
Upper Reaches of the Yellow River, and 
Lin Chi»-chin, expectant Taot.i and Chief 
Inspector of the Middle Reaches, we here- 
by command that these two officers be 
‘handed to the Board of Civil Appointments 
for the determination of special rewards in 
recognition of their good conduct. 

(2) We have received an ther mem -rial 
from the above-named high offic -r special y 
recommending to our n-tice Shang Ch't- 
hang, prefect of Wutingfu ; Ting Lieh-chiin, 
prefect of Yichoufu; Lis Fén-ying, sub- 
prefect-elect of Chining-hou ; Hu Chien- 
ch'ti, district magistrate of Yangkuhsien ; 
Li Ch‘van, magistrate of Shanhsien; Li 
Wei-chéng, magistrate of Popinghsien ; 
Chin Lin, - magistrate of T‘angyilisien ; 
and Ciu Chung-ch‘i, magistrate of ‘I'sé- 
hsien. The above-named othrials are 
stated by the said Governor to be 
energetic, diligent and careful in their 
duties and kind and sympathising to th» 

eople uniler them, and in every way 
fitt-d for the responsib'e posts they hold. 
We are extremely pleased to hear this and 
hereby command that our decree com- 
mendi:g the said officials for their con- 
duct be sent specially to each of them, in 
which they are further exhorted to keep 
on in their present course and not be dis- 
courage!, sq that both the beginning as 
well as the ending of their official carers 
shall be the same. In this manner will 
they deserve the confidence which we have 
placed in them. 


6th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Chun Man, Commandant of the 
Tartar garrison at Chahar, is hereby pro- 
moted to be Deputy Assistant Military 
Gosernor of Kuldja vice Fu Lé-min, re- 
signed on account of ill health, and En 
Hsiang, an officer of the Imperial Body 
Guard, is hereby given the brevet rank of 
a Deputy Military Assistant Governor, and 
is commanded to go to Chahar and take 
over the post vacated by Chun Man, as 
above noted. 

(2) With reference to the Princes and 
nobles who formed the special Guard of 
Henour to 8.1.M. the Dowager-Empress 
on her Majesty’s return from Peking to 
Eho Park on the Ist instant on the occasion 
of Her Majesty’s birthday anniversary 
festivities, Her Majesty hereby commands 
that the following rewards be given to the 
said Escort :—An Inlaid jade sceptre (ju-t) 


and two pieces of gold brocaded satin to 
I K‘uang, Prince of Ch‘ing, 1st Order 5. 
Princes Tsai Ch‘i, Tsai Lien, Tsai Ying, 
Tsai Jun, and P’o Wei are each given two 
pieces of multi-coloured satin ; to the Im- 
perial-nobles Tsai Lan, Tsai Chen, and P‘o 
Hsiian, a similar present of two pieces of 
multi-coloured satin each, while to Shih 
Shuh, Comptro:ler-General of she Imperial 
Housrhold Department a similar present is 
also granted. As for the offic-rs of the 
Imperial Guards who performed the special 
duty of incense swingers, a favourable note 
shall be marked against their names in the 
records of the Board of War, while to each 
of the soldiers of the Imperial Guards who 
bore her Majesty’s sedan chair on that 
oceasion shall be given a reward of two taels 
perhe.d. The other Court officers per- 
forming winor functions as required 
during the procession shall be reward- 
ed with silver pieces equal to one tael to 
each person. The above rewards shall be 
disbursed by the Board of Revenue. 


7th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the report of 
Wang Wén-shio, Vicer-y of Chihli, an- 
nouncing that all is quiet at Tungming- 
hsien, where the Yellow River flows 
through Chihli province. Shortly after 
last au'umn, the embankments at Tung- 
minghsien were threatered by a sudden 
overflowing of the Yellow River, but for- 
tunately, under the directions of the said 
Viceroy, his subordinites were enabled to 
arrest widespread inundation through their 
promptness and diligence. And now 
although the first frosts have come, through 
the beneficent Providence of High Heaven 
the waters have remained quiet and 
peace reigns over the Tungming region. 
We feel duly “thankful and grateful to 
Heaven and the gods for their protection 
and in token thereof command that ten 
large sticks of Tibetan incense be 
forthwith sent to the said Viceroy 
who shall direct the Taotai of the Ta- 
Shun-Kuang Intendancy of Chihli to take 
the said incense to the Dragon temples 
at the villages of Lilienchuang, Kaochun, 
and Wanchuang, and there present the said 
offerings on our behalf to their godships. 
As for the promotions and rewards re- 
commended by the said Viceroy to the 
deserving officials concerned in the con- 
servation of the said Yellow River, let the 
Boards of Civil Appointments and of War 
report on the list of names as presented by 
the said memorialist. 
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(2) Li Hung-kuei, Civil Governor-elect 
of Moukden and Literary Chancellor of 
Féngtien province, sends us a memorial 
reporting serious illness and that although 
the leave of absence granted him is 
about to expire, hie illness has not been 
allayed one jot, hence, in order that 
the duties of the above office may 
not suffer, through the continued absence of 
the Yegular incumbent, the memorialist 
Prays that he may be permitted to resign 
his post and that some one else be ap- 
pointed at an early date, etc. The prayer 
is hereby granted and Li Hung-kuei is 
permitted to retire and recuperate his 
health. 


8th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


(1) Jao Ying-ch‘i, Governor of Chinese 
Turkestan, writing in a postcript memorial, 
prays that a special tablet written by 
ourselves be presented to the memorial 
temple of the late Marquis Tso Tsung- 
tang at Urumtsi (Tihuafu, capital of the 
New Dominion—Translator), in order that 
the people of the province may be impressed 
with the Imperial beneficence to the coun- 
try’s heroes, etc. Jao Ying-ch‘i has been 
guilty of a serious breach of etiquette and 
disrespect to us in the mannerin which he 
has presented his request. Is not a 
Special prayer like the one made by the 
said Governor worthy ef a special me- 
morial? Gross disrespect like this must 
not be allowed to pass by unnoticed, and 
we hereby command that a special decree 
be made out strongly rating the culpable 
Governor for his breach of etiquette and 
informing him of our grave displeasure at 
his conduct. We further command that no 
notice be taken of the said Governor’s 
prayer. 


9th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Hsii Hui-féng is appointed Chief 
Examiner of the candidates competing for 
the military Chujén degree to be held 
shortly in the capital, and Li Tien-lin is 
appointed Assistant Examiner. 

(2) Chung Yin and Li T‘iao-ying are 


appointed Proctors of the said compe- 
titions. 


(3) Ma Ju-ch‘i, Hu Chin-chu, Lin Yi 


and Wang Chan-lun are appointed Deputy 
xaminers in the outer halls. 


(4) Kuan Heiang i i 
g is appointed Com- 
mandant of the Guards whose duty it will 


be to keep the peace within the Examina- 
tion precincts. 


(5) Chang K‘uei and Shen Yii-lieh are 
appointed receivers of essays of the mili- 
tary candidates competing for the chujén 
degree. 


10th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The special supervising Censor, Hsiu 
Lin, reports that Wang Chan-lun, appoint. 
ed as one of the Deputy Examiners in the 
outer hall of the Examination precinets in 
the military chijén competitions, yesterday, 
was absent the whole time from his duties 
to which he had been appointed by special 
edict. We hereby commana the high officers 
of the Board of Works, where the accused 
official holds the post of 3rd-class secretary, 
to investigate the matter and to report to 
us why the said Wang Chan-lun absented 
himself from the examinations without 
putting forward a prior plea of some sort 
in order that some one else might have been 
appointed to take his place in time. 


(2) By special command of H. I. M. the 
Empress Dowager the officials who read 
to her Majesty the congratulatory me- 
morials on the occasion of H. I. M.’s 
birthday anniversay the other day, together 
with those who officiated as bell-tappers on 
that occasion, are to be rewarded with one 
step in advance of their present respective 
ranks. 


(3) H.I.M. the Empress Dowager has 
been pleased to express her Majesty’s 
gracious pleasure at the care and diligence 
which the Chief of Ceremonies at her 
Majesty's birthday anniversary, namely 
H.1.H. Prince Kung, has shown throughout 
the festivities, and therefore her Majesty 
commands that in recognition of his high- 
ness’s services ithe following gifts shall 
be presented him, viz:—a square and 
a rectangular tablet written by H.I.M.’s 
own hand; a tablet coutaining the 
characters Ch‘ang-show (Long Life) aleo 
written by her Majesty’s own hand ; 
a jade sceptre, a fur robe made of the 
throat of the sable marten, and four pieces 
of gold brocaded satin containing the word 
“Longevity,” worked into them. To Prince 
Ching, the Assistant Chief of Ceremonies, 
her Majesty has been pleased to graciously 
grant a tablet containing the words ‘* Long 
Life” written by her Majesty's own hand, 
a jade eceptre, a sable-throat fur robe 
(Tai-su-tiao-p‘ao), and two pieces of gold 
brocaded satin containing the word ‘* pros- 
perity ” (fw) worked into them. 
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11th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the following com- 
mands from H I.M. the Empress-Dowager 
in connection with the rewards and promo- 
tions her Majesty has heen graciously 
pleased to bestow upon the Princes and 
Nobles of the Imperial House who distin- 
guished themselves by their energy and 
diligence in their duties while attending 
upon her Majesty during the recent birth- 
day anniversary celebrations of her Ma- 
jesty at Eho Park :—Her Imperial Majesty 
commands that the Chief and Assistant 
Directo:s of Festivities, namely, Prince 
Kung and Prince Ching, be recommended 
to the Imperial Clan Court for the deter- 
mination «f extraordinary rewards. With 
referenc» to the other Princes and Nobles 
of the Imperial House who acted as col- 
leagues and assistants of the first two 
Princes, her Majesty directs that Tsai 
Féng, Prince of Ch‘un, 1st Order (the Em- 
peror’s younger brother—Translator), Tsai 
Ch‘4i, Prince of Tuan, 2nd Order, Prince Tsai 
Lien, 3rd Order, Prince Tsai Ying, 3rd 
Order, Prince Tsai Yiin, 3rd Order, and 
Prince P‘u Wei, 3ri Order, shall be given 
an increase upon their annual allowances of 
Tls. 500 perannum. To Prince Yi Mu, 
4th Order, Prince P‘u Lun, 4th Order, 
Dukes Tsai Ts6 and Tsai Hsii, and 
the Imperial Nobles Tsai Lan, Tsai 
Tao, Tsai Ying, P‘u Heuan, Tsai P'u, Tsai 
Po, and Tsai Cho shall be given each a 
sceptre, made of valuable wood, jade, and 
gold, and a full-dress gold-brocaded Court 
robe, in recognition of their efforts to 
amuse her Majesty by dancing and postur- 
ing in multi-coloured embroidered gar- 
ments at the feast given to her Majesty in 
honour of H.I.M.’s birthday. 

(2) We have been commanded by H.I.M. 
the Empress-Dowager to gant the follow- 
ing rewards to the various officers’ (Manchu) 
of our Household Guards who contributed 
towards her Majes!y’s amusement during 
her Majesty’s recent birthday anniversary: 
—To Tsa-le-féng-4 and Fén Ch‘ shall be 
granted each a gold-brocaded full-dress 
Court robe ; to the Imperial guardsmen of 
the 1st class, Tsai Yueh, Né Ch ‘ing-tai, 
and Cho Ling-a,' shall be granted the 
privilege of being recommended to the 
Board’ of War for the determination of 
ex'raordinary rewards: t» the Ist-class 
Imperial guardsmén I La-pu and Wén P'6 
shall be granted the decoration of the brevet 
second tank button. ‘Ax forthe 2nd-class 
Imperial guardanen P‘u Téng, Ch*uan Fu, 
Yung Ping, Chih Hsiang, Chih Ho,'and Fa 


Hsiang, they are to be rewarded with pro- 
motion to the rank of 1st-class guardsmen. 
Tsai Kuang, Chung Hsing, Chin Liang, Kuei 
Ch‘uan, Ching Lin, Kuei Ho, Wu-la-hasi- 
ch‘un, and En Fu, 3rd-class guardsmen, are 
to be promoted tothe rank of 2nd-c!ass Im- 
peril guardsmen, and the 4th-class guards- 
man Sung Hai shall be promoted to be a 
3rd-class guardsman. In addition to the 
above her Majesty further commands that 
Ch‘uan Fu, Ist-class Imperial guardsman, 
and Ying Mou and Fu Shan, 2nd-class Im- 
perial Guardsmen, shall be recommended 
to the Board of War for the determination 
of special rewards. 


12th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to Yo Pu-shan, an 
Imperial Academy student hy purchase 
and a native of F.ochow, who appealed to 
us, during cur proyvress to Kho Park this 
morning, to redress his alleged wrongs, we 
hereby command that he be sent to the 
Board of Punishments which is command- 
ed to make a strict investigation into hig 
complaints. 

(2) Kuei Hsien (Manchu) is hereby ap- 
pointed Civil Governor of Moukden and 
Literary Chancellor of Féngtien province 
vice Li Hung-k‘uei resigned owing’ to 
serious illness. 


13th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) As Ch‘én Hsio-fén is now absent 
from Peking and still engaged in his duties 
of Literary Examiner in the provinces, we 
hereby command Hyxii Yung-yi to act pro 
tem. as Junior Vice-President of the Board 
of Revenue with control over thé mints, 
until the former official’s return to the 
capital. 

(2) It has been the custom for Viceroys 
and Governors of provinces to send us 
annual secret reports, at the end of each 
year, concerning the abilities, general 
conduct, and honesty of their subordinates, 
commencing from those holding the gub- 
stantive and expectant ranks of Taotai and 
preféct down to the petty officials of the 
last or 9th class.’ With these repor's as 
data we are enabled to know the value of 
each official in the provinces to whom has 
been entrusted the direction of the affdire 
of our subjects, the common people. ' The 
following, however, appears to us inex- 
plicable. On a former occasion we redeiv- 
ed one of these secret annual reports from 
Tian Chung-lin, the Viceroy of the Two 
uang provinces, who eulogised a. certain 
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Chou Tien-lin, prefect of Sz‘énfu, in Kuangsi 
province, declaring that he was “‘ a man to 
be thoroughly trusted, both as an honest 
and talented official, who attended to his 
duties earnestly and diligently, and 
whom the people under him greatly 
loved and trusted.” Now, however, Shih 
Nien-tsu, ex-Governor of Kuangsi, sends 
uy an altogether different report of 
this Chou Tien-lin, stating that ‘‘the 
reputation for ability of the said pre- 
fect of Sz‘énfu is mediocre, and from 
his general conduct he is not to be trusted 
to hold an important post,” etc. This is 
rather strange and calls for an investiga- 
lion. We, therefore, command Huang 


Huai-sen. the present Governor of Kuangsi, ~ 


and Hsii Chen-yi, Governor of Kuangtung, 
to investigate conjointly the case and re- 
port to us as to how the said prefect really 
stands in the estimation of the people of 
the prefecture of Sz‘énfu. Let there be 
no private likes or dislikes to stand in the 
way of a perfect'y just report. 


14th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Lu Ch‘ang-shao is appointed dis- 
trict magistrate of T‘aianhsien, Shantung 
province. 

(2) Chang Peh-hsi is appointed a sub- 
Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat, with 
the brevet rank of a junior Vice-President 
of the Board of Rites. 

(3) Chéng Sz-hsien is appointed a Super- 
vising Censor and Keeper of the Seals of 
the Board of Rites. 

(4) Shu T*si(Manchu) is appointed Censor 
of the Yunnan provincia! Circuit. 


15th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial administra- 
tions. he a 

(2) Yung Shéng is appointed Police- 
Censor of the Western City. __ 

(3) Méng Shou and Sung Lin are here- 
by granted the privilege of doing duty in 
the Hanlin Academy. 

(4) Lu Shu-hsun is appointed gaolwarden 
of the metropolitwn police magistracy of 
the city. ~~ ; 

‘(5) Shih K‘uei (Manchu) is hereby 
granted permission to retain his post of 
‘Supervising Censor. ‘ 

16th November. 

IMPRRIAL DECREES. 

(1) With ‘reference to the memorial of 
the ‘Court of Sacrificial Worship announ- 
cing that the 3rd of Décember next should 


be observed as the day for the annual 
sacrifice to the God of Medicine, we hereby 
appoint K‘un Hsin to superintend the 
worship on that day, and that Chuang 
Sho-ho and Li Té-ch‘ang should worship 
at the minor altars on each side of the said 
temples. \ 

(2) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial administra- 
tions. 

17th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Our heart becomes filled with pity 
and concern for the condition of our troops 
both Chinese and Mauchus in the metro- 
polis when the cold winter winds blow 
over the city, and so in order to alleviate 
somewhat their condition during this cold 
weather we hereby command that both 
officers and men shall receive in addition 
totheir regu'ar pay and rations a bonus 
of half-a-month’s pay and rations as a 
mark of our desire fur the welfare of our 
soldiers. 

(2) As for the usual additional winter 
grants graciously bestowed by special edict 
on the widow and orphan members of the 
Imperial clan and collateral branches of the 
Imperial House, we hereby command that 
a bonus of half-a-month’s rations be further 
granted to the above-named people as a 
mark of extra grace from the Throue. 


18th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) With reference to the distribution 
of rewards and bonuses to the members of 
the Imperial Clan and collateral branches 
of the Imperial House, we hereby command 
that the Commiltee appointed to super- 
intend the said function shall consist of 
Prince Tsai Ch‘i, 3rd-class, Yui Té, Fu 
Chén and Ch‘ung Kuang, members of the 
Board of Comptrollers-General of the Im- 
perial Househvld Department. ea 

(2) With reference to the case of those 
troops belonging to our Capital who have 
received’ advances of pay from their’ res- 
pective Commanders, who ought by rights 
to deduct the said advances when paying 
their wages for the 12th moon of this year 
and the-1st'moon of the ext year, we 
hereby command aa an éxtra act ‘of grace 
that the. advances in question shall ndt be 
deducted until the 2nd'moon of next yeiit, 
thus enabling these troops to enjy their 
full pay andrrations during the festival df 
the end of the 12th moon ‘atid beginning of 
the 1st moon of next year. a 


19th and 20th November. 
No papers of interest. 


21st November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


Ch‘iu Yiin-sheng is this day appointed 
Vice-President of the Imperial Clan Court. 


22nd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


We have received the memorial of the 
Court of Sacrificial Worship announcing 
that the 21st of December next being the 
occasion of the Winter Solstice, special 
sacrificial worship should be conducted at 
the temples of Heaven and Earth, and pray- 
ing that we should appoint some one to 
perform the said worship. In regard to 
the above we hereby command it to be 
made known to the said Court of Sacrificial 
Worship that we intend to go in person on 
that day to the said temples and conduct 
the sacrificial services and that the sacri- 
fices before the four minor altars in the 
said temples shall be conducted by Chung 
Heui, Min Hsii, Té Shou, and Lih Tuan, 
members of the Imperial Clan. 


23rd November. 
No papers of interest. 


24th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Wang Hui-ying is appointed Taotai 
of the Ch ‘ing-Ching-Ku-Hua Intendancy of 
Kansu province. 

(2) Huang Chung-yen is appointed Tao- 
tai of the Salt Gabelle of the Kuei-Ping-Wa 
Intenduncy of Kuangsi province. 

(3) Wang Chung-yi is appointed district 
magistrate of Hsuanyang, in the province 
of Kuanysi. 

(4) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial adminis- 
trations. 


25th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ying Shou is appointed Police Censor 
of the Southern city of the Capital. 

(2) We have received a memorial from 
the Commandant of the Peking Gendar- 
merie praying for promotions and rewarda 
for the officers and men of his corps who 
have distinguished themselves by bravery 
and energy in the performance of their 
duties, thereby causing the capture and 
arrest of a number of the most notorious 
criminals and bandits that had been infest- 
ing the towns belonging to the Imperial 
metropolitan prefecture of Shuntienfu. 
We hereby command the Board of War to 
go over the list of names presented by the 
said Commandant and report thereon to us 
before permission be granted in the matter. 
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26th November. 
No papers of interest. 


27th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


We have received » memorial from the 
Commandant of the Peking Gendarmerie 
presenting a list of names of the deserving 
officers and men belonging to the Southern 
Battalion of his forces whose diligence in 
th-ir duties and bravery shown in capturing 
many of the most dangerous bandits and 
desperadoes in the metropolis had called 
forth our commendation on the occasion, 
and in which we gave permission to the 
said Commandant to send up a special 
memorial asking for promotions ani re- 
wards for the above-noted officers and men 
as soon as the sentences of the captured 
bandits shall have been given out by the 
Board of Punishments. We hereby com- 
mand the Board of War to go over the said 
list and report to us as to the promotions 
and rewarus to be given to each person. 


28th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the memorial of 
the Commandant of the Peking Gendar- 
merie reporting the capture by his forces of 
thirteen members of a gang of bandits 
who had been terrorising the vicinity 
and suburbs of the metropolis. We 
hereby command that the prisoners be 
handed to the Board of Punishments for 
trial and that when the sentences shall 
have been given out by the said Board, 
permision is given to the said commandant 
to send us a list of the names of those 
officers and men who have distinguished 
themselves in effecting the said capture 
in order that we may reward the deserving 
ones. As for the three other members of 
the gang whose names are known to the 
gendarmes but who have succeeded so far 
in effecting their escape, we command that 
strict search be made for the criminals in 
order that not a single member of this 
notorious gang of desperadoes be permit- 
ted to get away from the meshes of the 
law. 

(1) On a former occasion the Censor 
Sung Peh-lu denounced the officials of the 
Middle City for having accepted bribes. 
in a case of alleged murder in conse- 
quence of which the guilty persons escaped 
the punishment they deserve, etc. We 
therefore command the Board of Punish- 
ments to investigate the matter. While 
the trial was going on, the Supervising 
Censor Ting Chih-shih denounced the 
officers of the said Board composing the 
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tribunal trying the case for using illegal 
tortures, etc., in order to force the wit- 
nesses to give the evidence desired. We 
therefore commanded ths President of the 
Court of Censors, Yii Té,and the President 
of the said Board to make a careful inves- 
tigation of the whole affair and report 
to usatonce. The said high officials now 
report that it had transpired that after al 
there had beew no foul play but that the 
dead persons had been asphyxiated with 
charco»] one cold night while sleeping in 
their shop, the sume having been proved 
by actual demonstration as well us by the 
evidence of the relatives of the dead men, 
Further that the Censor Sung Peh-lu had 
only donehis duty in reporting to the Throne 
what he had heard amongst the common 
people, having no enmily at all to the 
Officials he had Q-nounced. Again, the 
bambooing given to the obdurate witnesses 
who said one thing one day and something 
else another day could not be considered 
illegal, and therefore the memorialists re- 
commend that no further notice be taken 
of the case, and that all those wrongly im- 
prisoned be forthwith released. The me- 
morial is hereby granted. 


29th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Shih Nien-tsu, Governor of Kuangsi, 

accuses Sieh Kuang-ch‘i, an expectant 
Taotai of Kuangsi, of being crafty, dis- 
honest and avaricious, and guilty of conduct 
altogether unbecoming an otticer of his rank, 
etc. We hereby cashier the said expectant 
Taotai and command that he be forthwith 
expelled from Kuangsi province. 
_ (2) We hive received the memorial of 
the Police Censor «f the Northern city 
asking for promotions on behalf of the 
gentry and notables of the said city whose 
trained bands had been instrumental in 
capturi:g a number of bandits during the 
current year. The Board of Civil Appuint- 
ments is hereby commanded to go over th 


list of names presented by the said Censo® 
and report to us. 


30th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


We have received a memorial from Shih 
Nien-tsu, Governor of Kiangsi, denouncing 
the conduct of Pien Yung-ch‘un, ex- 
magistrate of Hsinganhsien, Kuangsi pro- 
vince, who having retired from his post was 
discovered to be considerably in arrears in 
the payment of the taxes collected by him. 
When applied to for the repayment of 
the said taxes by the provincial treasury 
otficials, the ex-magistrate paid no heed tu 


their demands, showing a contempt for the 
law which should be punished. We hereby 
command that the said ex-magistrate be 
cashi-red and arrested and placed in prison 
until he refunds the whole of his indebted- 
ness to the Government. We further 
command the Governor of Yunnan, the 
anrive province of the accused, to investi- 
g:te and confiscate any properties that 
may stand in the accused official’s name in 
his native and other towns in Yunnan, 
Let not the provincial treasury suffer 
though the dishonesty of the officials. 


ist December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) We have received the memorial of 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship an ouncing 
the near approach of the Winter Solstice, 
and that sacrifice: should be made before 
the altars of the Temples of Heaven and 
ef Earth to’ pray for bountiful harvests 
in the coming year, etc. We hereby 
announce our intention to preside person- 
aly at these ceremonies and further 
command the Prince of Shuh to examine 
the sacrificial animals on that day, while 
Hsii Ying-kuei, President of the Bard of 
Kites, is to superintend their slaughter. 

2) We have received the report of 
Sung Ch‘un (Manchu), Director-General 
of the Grand Canal, announcing that all 
bas been well and the waters peaceful 
and quiet within his jurisdic ion since 
ths date fixed for the first frost in the Im- 
perial Almanac, owing to the carefulness. 
and diligence of the said Direct-.r-General 
and his subordinates. As freedom from 
catastrophe is due more to the protection 
of the river Gods in this matter, we 
desire to show our gratitude to the deities 
for their gracious protection of our subjects 
and therefore command the Board of Rites: 
to send ten large-sized Tibetan incense-- 
sticks t» the said Director-General, who is. 
ordered to burn them reverentially in the 
temples of the above named Gods. 


2nd December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 


(1) Some time ago there arose some 
trouble and consequent disturbances 
amongst the tribute tribes of Chantui in 
Eastern Tibet, on the borders of Szechuan 
province, and this being reported to us by 
the then Governor-General of Szechuan, 
Lu Ch‘uan-lin, we at once commanded him 
to investigate the nature of the troubles 
and endeavour to settle in a just and im- 
partial manner the differences amongst. the: 
Tibetan tribesmen concerued without 
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further reference to the Throne. Instead, 
however, of the Tibetans being grateful 
for the Imperial desire to restore peace 
amongst our subjects, the tribesmen 
-had the effrontery to rise up in arms and 
try to resist the authority of the said 
Governor-General, who was therefore com- 
pelled to despatch troops who soon over-ran 
theturbulent districts and took p-ssession of 
all the villages thereof. Subsequently 
the said Governor-General memorialised us 
recommending the absorption of the Chan- 
tui districts into Szechuan province, and to 
divide them into departments and districts 
(chow and hsien), like those in China Pro- 
per, intead of allowing these Tibetans to 
continue tributaries as heretofore and to 
be governed by their own chiefs, Lama 
priests, «nd elders, This retribution the 
said chiefs and Lamas had brought down 
upon themselves and they had only thei- 
selves to blame. Eventually, however, it 
has come to our knowledge that the chiefs 
aud J.amas concerned, whose ancestors 
down to the present generation had re- 
ceived much bounty and grace from the 
dynasty, really knew how to be grateful 
theref :r aud were in truth mos: loyal 
to the Thr-ne, having no desire to re-ist 
the Imperial troops sent into their territory. 
Further, that they had been led to resist 
the said Governor-General owing to the 
latter having paid no consideration to the 
feelings and prejudices of tribesmen, press- 
ing them so severely concerning the condi- 
tions of complete submission that the 
Tibetans had been compelled to assemble 
in arms to protect themselves from the 
injustice of the said Governor-General’s 
age:.ts and their troops. As these charges 
are serious we hereby command the eaid 
‘Governor-General to vacate his post and 
allow Kung Shou, the Tariar-General of 
Chéngtu, to act pro tem. as Viceroy of Sze- 
chuan. The latte is he eby commanded 
to deal justly with the case of the Tibetans. 
We have further received » report from the 
said Tartar-General to the effect tat the 
Tibetan chiefs and Lamas, owing to their 
having been traduced to the Throne by the 
said Lu Ch‘uan-liv, which was followed by 
the sanction to absorb the territory of 
Chantui into Szech‘uan province, new cry 
out for justice and the return «f their 
country t. themselves as of old, being in 
fact moat loyal to the Throne. As thia is 
vouched for by the Dalai Lama (Buddhist 
Pontiff at Lassa) we hereby grant the Chan- 
tui chiefs and Lamas their prayer, and 
revoke the order to absorb their territory 
into Szechuan. But we must command the 
said Pontiff to select other Tibetans, whose 


ability and di:cretion have been proved, 
to take over the government of the said 
tenitory of Chantui, and it must also be 
known to the Tibetans that we have been 
further led to grant their prayer throngh 
the vows of the said Dalai Lama and the 
Chantui chiefs that from henceforth no 
more attempts at disturbance s or 1aids 
into Chinese territory will be made. but 
that perfect loyalty and due observance of 
the laws will be observed by the Tibetans 
on the borders of Szechuxyn and cther 
provinces of China Proper. We accept 
the above undertaking of the said Pontitt 
and his subordinates, and exhort all to pay 
diligent attention to their duties and ro 
deserve this extra act of bounty on the 
part of the Imperial Throne. 

(2) We have received the annual report of 
the governor of Ku-ichou, Wang Yii-tsan, 
concerning hig various sub rdinates who 
have shown excessive badness of character 
and conduct during the year about to close. 
He denounces Pao Ch'ien, prefect of 
Szenanfu, Kueichou, of extreme weakness 
of character and indecision which demons- 
trate lis utter uselessness as a gy -verning 
officer; the said prefect is ordered to 
resign vs post forthwith. Further 
denunciations are made against Sze 
Txé-kuang, an expectant department ma- 
gistrate of the 6th grade, of conduct 
unworthy of an official, the pena'ty for 
which is degradation to the rank of a 
deputy magistrate (8th grade) ; ayainst Li 
Shang-chou, department magistrate of 
Chenanchou, and Wu En-kuvi, department 
magistrate of Hsiangchou, of encouraging 
their yamén runners to extort and exercise 
cruelty upon the inhab tants of the said 
two dep:rtments; and against Wang 
Shu-wén, deputy magistrate of P‘uanhsien, 
and Liu Shu-ch‘en, an expectant gaol- 
warden of departments, for not being able 
to preserve descipline am»ngst their subor- 
dinates when sent into the country districts 
on government business ; against the ex- 
pectant Colonels Hsia K‘uei-yuan and Ma 
Wei-pang for assisting the above-named 
last two civil officials with their troops to 
plurder the people of the country visited 
by them. We hereby command that the 
officials above-named be forthwith cashiered 
and dismissed the seivice as a warning to 
others. As for the expectant district 
magistrates Wu Ho-wén and Ch‘én Shan- 
fan, who have been guilty of being in- 
different and recklees as to their good 
reputation, we hereby cashier them 
and command that they be expelled 
from Kueichou province in punishment 
therevf. The said Governor a'so charges 
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Liu Chiin, dis:rict magistrate of Yiich ‘ing- 
hsien with inordinate avarice, but as the 
memorialist has not specified the occasions 
on which such avarice has been shown, we 
hereby command him to send us detniled 
accounts of the same in order that steps 
also may be taken in the said case. 


3rd December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Jung Sheng (Manchu) is hereby com- 
manded to go an! inspect the annual 


accunnts, etc., of the affairs of the Manchu 
Red Banner Corps. 


4th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie, Jung Lu, reports the arrest 
by his men of certain members of the Im- 
perial Clan and their seryants who were 
found guilty of having broken into a petty 
officer's yamén inside the Imperial capital, 
forcibly taken away from cusiody an in- 
mate of the yaol within the said ya- 
méy., smashed the said gaol, and finally 
violently assaulted the official in charge. 
We hereby comma:d that the said Im- 
perial clansmen Tsai Shan and Tsai Lin, 
and their followers Lin San-hei and 
Heia Tsing-téh, be forthwith handed over 
by the said Commandant to the Board 
of Pu..ishments, which is commanded to try 
the said law-Lreakers in conjunction with 
the tribunal of the Imperial Clan Court. 
As for the others not yet in custody, the 
said Commandant is commanded to make 
strict search for them so that none may 
escape the punishment due to their out- 
rageous condust. 


(2) As for a postscript memorial by the 
sime high officer wh» states that Duke 
P‘u Tso hid “sent the former a dispatch 
claiming that his uncles Tsai Shan and 
Tsai Lin had b-en maltreated by the said 
memorialist’s officers and unjustly spirited 
away to prison,” ete., we herely command 
that the Duke in question be also sum- 
moned before the joint tribunal above 
instituted for the occasion to see how far 
implicated the said Duke is in the said case. 


(3) Ch‘ung Huan, Tartar-General of 
Uliasutai (Western Tartary), has again sent 
ua a memorial praying us to allow him to 
resign hia post owing to continued illness. 
We hereby grant the memorialist his prayer 
and he is permitted to return to his Banner 
Reservation to recruit his health. 


5th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) En Ch‘un is appointed Assistant 
Military Governor of Chéngtu, capital of 
Szech’uan province. 

(2) Ch‘én Ch‘ing is appointed prefect of 
Szénfu, province of Kuangsi. 


6th Dece »-ber. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Ch‘én Fei-yung is appointed Briga- 
dier-General of the Military Circuit of 
Hyiienhua, province of Chihli. 

(2) Chi Shun is appointed Taotai of the 
Kao-Lien-Ching Intendancy of Kuang- 
tung. 

No papers of interest. 


7th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Board of Works having mem- 
orialised that the Eastern mausolea of the 
Imperial family require a therough course 
of repairs, we hereby command that P‘u 
Shan, Vice-President of the Board of Civil 
Appointments, and Shou Ch‘ang, Vice- 
President of the Board of War. be sent to 
the said mausolea to superintend the 
making of the said repairs. 

(2) Chang Sui and his colleagues report 
that during the mon'hs of September 
and October last while the commercial 
agents of the Imperial Granaries were 
engaged in transporting rice bought for 
the purpose of making up the reserve lent 
to the rice shops of the capital, they were 
suddenly pounced upon by two men, 
named Sun Erh and Liu Erh, who, repre- 
senting themselves as the servants of Pao 
An, Granary Censor, extorted certain 
monies from the said agents on the ground 
that they were transporting rice which had 
not paid the usual octrot. The accused men 
are now lying in the prison of the city 
gendarmerie, and a request is made that 
they be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments for trial. As the above-named 
Censor Pao An is implicated in the matter 
by the two extortioners, he is also com- 
manded to hold himself in readiness to 
appear b. fore the Board of Punishments 
whenever called upon to do so. The said 
affair must be sifted to the bottom as already 
similar complaints have been made since the 
above arrests. 


8th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Chung Lin is appointed (Manchu) 
Censor of the Shantung provincial circuit. 


(2) Li Chti-ch‘éng, is appointed an ex- 
pectant Taotai of Honan, and Ch‘ang Mu 
is appointed a Taotai of Kuangtung, 

(3) Appointing a large number of officials 
to the Metropolitan and Provincial Ad- 
ministrations. 

(4) Li Fa-chao is appointed Chief 
Supervisor of Instruction to the Heir 
Apparent. 

(5) En Shun reports that the altar erected 
from ancient times on Mount Han in the 
Mongol territory of Kulun, is about to fall 
into ruins through want of repair. As the 
said altar has been used from time im- 
memorial for praying for rain and for fine 
weather and has uniformly been found to 
answer these prayers, it should not be 
allowed to fall into ruin and we therefore 
authorise the memorialist to procure the 
money necessary for revewing the said 
altar. 


9th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Censor Chang Chao-lan denounces 
the practice now current amongst the 
department and district magistrates of the 
various provinces of the Empire of 
speculating on their own responsibility 
in the stores of reserve grain which are 
deposited in the emergency granaries of 
every walled city of the country, resulting 
frequently in the bankruptcy of the 
magistrates in question, who thereby be- 
come unable to make good their accounts 
to the provincial treasury when suddenly 
superseded or transferred to other posts. 
This is » most serious defect in the present 
day administration of local govermments 
and steps should be taken to prevent 
the recurrence of such delinquencies. 
The officials cught to bear in mind that each 
walled city is bound to retain in the local 
granaries an amount of grain proportionate 
to the size of the ;opulation, to be used in 
times of drought, famine, war, or pestilence 
as an emergency reserve for the protection 
of the inhabitants from want and starva- 
tion, the officials, however, being allowed 
to sell at their discretion a certain portion 
of the old grain when replaced by the 
addition of new grain received each year. 
Instead, of doing this in accordance with 
the regulations governing such sales, 
the said Censor charges the local magis- 
trates above-named with leaving the old 
grain to rot in the emergency granaries 
while the newly received grain ia ma‘ipu- 
lated in the markets, naturally at enhanced 
prices, to the benefit of the exploiters. The 
old grain in the said granaries in time, of 
course, become sutterly useless, and the re- 
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sult may be easily imagined whenever the oc- 
casion calls for the distribution of emergency 
grain to those requiring such aid. We 
would earnestly exhort the various Viceroys 
and Governors of our provinces to com- 
Mmence at once to investigate into such 
serious charges, and in order to bezin anew 
itis our wish that the various magistrates 
concerned be commanded to sell ont the 
entire stock of reserve grain in the em- 
ergency granaries an! to place a certain 
portion «f the monies so obtained at 
interest. Fur: her that each magistrate shall 
be compelled to send up annually to his 
superior officials an exact +titement of ac- 
counts in this respect and these in turn are 
to be reported to the Throne at the end of 
each year by the said Viceroys and Gover- 
nors, in order that the Imperial Govern- 
ment may know the exact amount of 
emergency grain and r-serve funds placed 
at interest in the various cities of the 
Empire. Let there be no more attempts 
at defrauding the revenues of the country 
by the above-noted: conduct. 


10th December. 
No papers of interest. 


11th December. 


IMPERIAL DFCREES. 


(1) Li Ping-héng, recently promoted to 
the po-t of Viceroy of Szechuan vice Lu 
Ch‘uan-lin, is hereby ordered to resign his 
appointment, avd Yii Lu, Tartar-General 
of Foochow and Imperial C.-mmissioner of 
the Foochow Arsenal and Naval Dockyard, 
is hereby appointed to Szechuan in Li 
Ping-heng’s stead. 

(2) Wang Chih-chun, Provincial Trea- 
surer of Hupeh, is hereby transferred to a 
similar post in Szechuan vice Wang Yii-tsao 
promoted to be Governor of Kueichou. 

(3) Yuan Féng-lin, Provincial Treasurer 
of Chihli, ig trwusferred to Hupeh in a 
similar capacity vice Wang Chih-chun 
transferred as above, and the post vacated 
by the said Yuan Féng-lin is hereby given 
to Yii Ch‘ang (Manchu). 


12th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Téng Hua-hsi. Governor of Anhui, re- 
ports that the Brigadier-General of the 
Chuanpei (North Szechuan) Military circuit 
of Szechuan, Ho Chéng-ngao, who is at 
present at his home in Anhui on leave 
of absence to repair the graves of his 
ancestors, has recently requested the me- 
morialist to convey the former’s prayer to 
the Throne asking that he be permitted 
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to sesign his Brigadier-Generalship owing 
to his inability to complete the said repairs 
required witlin the period of his privilege 
leave. The said Goveruor also guarantees 
the truth of the said General’s a-sertion 
and we lherefore hereby grant his prayer. 


13th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Téng Hua-hai, Governor of Anhui, re- 
porta that owing to the many cutastrophes 
befalling many portions of his province 
caused by rain, hail, floods, droughts, and 
storms. the people afficted will not be able 
to pay their taxes fora couple of years to 
come, and further shat 32 departments 
and districs are thus in distress. We 


hereby authorise the said Governor to in- 


ve-tigate the several degrees of distress in 
the districts enumerated in his list an) 
grant relief to the inhsbitants thereof 
in accordance with their situation, ond 
report to us the result of his work in that 
connection. 


14th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Kuei Héng is appointed Tartar-General 
of Uliasutai (Western Chinese Tartary) 
vice Ch'ung Huan, retired on account of 
ill health, 


No papers of interest. 
15th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) We have received a memori=l from 
the Court of S-crificial Worship arnouncing 
a vacancy in the Manchu Juuier Director- 
ship of the said Court and praying that 
an acting Director be appointed in order 
that the work of the said Court be not 
delayed, etc. We, therefore, hereby com- 
mand that Ch‘uny Hsiin be appointed 
xcting Manchu Junior Director of the afore- 
said Court of Sacrificial Worship. 

(2) Shu Chén, Commissioner of the Im- 
perial Sik looms of Ilangchow, sends us 
a memorial praying that two Manchu 
scribes, or Bitkishz, named Hsi Hui and 
Yen Nien, be permitted to retain their 
present posts in the memorialist’s yamén 
for anotler two ycars, owing to their being 
men of ability audintegrity, ete. Now the 
regulation as to the aforesad scribeships 
limits the term to one year, upon the expiry 
of which the said scribes are bound to resign 
in favour of the junior members of the 
staff. Since the said Hsi Hui and Yen 
Nien have already held their posts for two 
years at Hangchow and have exceeded the 
prescribed limit of service we cannot allow 
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the memorialist’s prayer and further com- 
mand that henceforth the original regula- 
tion be rigidly adhered to and that no Bitki- 
shi in the Hangchow Imperial Silk looms 
shall in future be permitted to retain his 
post over a twelvemouth. 


16th D -ceinber, 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) We have received a memorial from 
T'ao Ma, Viceroy of the Shen-Kan pro- 
vinces, denouncing some of his subordin- 
ates on the ground of rapaci-us avarice 
and shameless conduct thereby disgracing 
the service in the eyes of the people. We 
hereby command that Wang Yun-yuan, 
specially-promoted sub-prefect of Kansu 
and decorat-d with the pe-cock’s feather, 
for military service, be cashiered for -airl 
misconduct and that hia peacock’s feather 
decoration be publicly plucked off from his 
hat, and finally that he he expel'ed from 
Kans and deported under escort to his 
native city the local authorities of which 
shall place him under surveillance. Hui 
Asi, an expectant ga-l-warden of the 9th 
clas: is also ordered to be cashiered for 
similar misconducr as above, and he is 
further ord-red to be expelled the pro- 
vince and deported to his native town. As 
for Kao Lou-chang, an expectant gaol- 
warden of the Provincial Judge’s yamén, 
who has been accused of extorting and 
obtaining illegal taxes while placed in 
charge of asmall likin station, we hereby 
command that he be forthwith cashiered 
and forced to pay back to the Treasury 
the money embezzled by him. 

(2) Another memorial by the same 
high «fficial denounces one Li Mien- 
héng, a Colonel in command of a re- 
giment of cavalry, for keeping superan- 
nuated and feeble men in the ranks, 
keeping slack discipline and no regular 
drills, and, finally. putting a number of 
dummies on the roll in order to pocket 
the men’s p-y. We hereby order the said 


‘Li Mien-heng to be cashiered and dismis- 


sed the service nor shall he be permitted to 
volunteer in any :egiment hereafter for the 
purpose of trying to regain his former rank 
by good conduct. Finally, we hereby en- 
join on the said Viceroy that, hereafter if 
he should find o +t other officers guilty of 
similar misconduct, he shall not fail to 
mete out condign punishment to such men 
and denounce them most severely to us. 
There must be no leniency in the future. 
(3) Liu Fa-hsiang is hereby appointed 
Chief-in-Command of the Imperial troops 
stationed in North Szechuan (Ch‘uanpei). 


17th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) T-éng Chi, Assistant Military Go- 
vernor of Tsitsihar (Heilungchiang pro- 
vince) is hereby promoted to be Tartar 
General of Foochow, vice Yii Lu tiansferred 
to the Viceroyship of Szechuan, vice Li 
Ping-héng, degraded. 

(2) On two former occasions, Chung 
Hua, then Tartar General of Uliasutai, 
denounced the Mongol Duke and Captain- 
General of the Lushantu League of on- 
gols, named A-yo-se-té-tan-chan-tsa-mu- 
te‘u, for extorting noney from his sub- 
ordinate chiefs, also for having left his post 
withou! first obtaining leave from the said 
memorialist. In consequence of the above 
representalions we commanded that the 
sail Duke should be removed fr m_ his 


post of Captain-Geveral of the said Mongol 


League asa warning to others. Weare vow 
in receipt of a memorial from the Mongol 
Sup-rintendency to the effect that the 
accused Duke had lodged a complaint in 
the said yamén declaring that he had b-en 
unjust'y accu-ed hy the said Chung Hu:n 
and that consequently the penalty meted 
out by Im, erial edict was unmerited, ete. 
As we desire tu grant justice to all our sub- 
jects we are willi-g to order a re-inves'iga- 
tion into the said Duke’s conduct and the 
charges made aga‘ns' him, and therefore 
hereby command the new)y-appvinted 
Tartar General of Uliasut‘ai, Kuei Héng, 
the successor of the said Chung Huan, to 
reopen the matter. A s soon as he shall 
have arrive! at his post and taken over his 
seals of office, the said new Tartar General 
is to make a truthful report to us thereon. 


18th December. 
_ IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1)' We hereby apnoint Sha Yao to be 
Assistant Military Governor :f Tsitsihar 
vice Tséng Chi, promoted to become Tartar 
General of Foochow. 

(2) Hu Hsiang-lin is hereby appointed 
prefect of Tungchoufu, province of She:-si. 

No other papers of interest. 


19th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) We have received the memorial of 
Chang Sui and Li Tuan-fén, Monchu and 
Chinese Directora-General, respectively, of 
the Imperial Granaries of North Tungchou 
and Peking, to the effect that the Tribute 
Rice from ‘he South for the year 1897 vid 
the Grand Canal and by steamers by sea 
has arrived safely at ‘tungchou and been 
duly stored in the Imperial Granaries, and 
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praying that recognition be made of the 
energy, zeal, and honesty of the vfficers who 
were specially entrusted with the super- 
intendence of said transportation. The 
request is granted and the Boards con- 
cerned are hereby commanded to report 
on the list of names presented to us by the 
said memorialists. 

(2) While on the subject of the trans- 
portation of the said Tribute lice, we wish 
to express our commendation also of the 
care and ability with which the above- 
named two memorialis's have performed 
their duty this year, whereby such enormous 
quantities of rice, beaus, whe:t, and such- 
like cereals have be-u received and sto ed 
safely in ourgranaries without asingle report 
of loss in weight, quanti'y, or quality, Asa 
reward for this we bereby command that 
the said Chang Sui and Li Tuan-fén, as 
well as the lat‘er officer’s immediate pre- 
decessor, Liao Shou-héng, now promoted 
to the Presidency of the Board of Punish- 
ments, be handed «ver to the Board of 
Civil Appointments for the determination 
of suitable reward:, 


_ 20th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Beit known to our Court that we have 
verbally commanded our G@ and C vuncil to 
promulg te ‘our decree commanding the 
Princes, Dukes, Nobles, and high Ministers, 
as well as all such as shall be ou duty in 
the Palaves on the day aster to-morrow, to 
wearfu l-dress ourt robes during the whole 
of that day, 

(2) We have received a memorial from 
Prince P‘u Lun, First Vice-Commissioner 
of Octroi in Peking to the effect that the 
Octroi collected by his staff has come 
up to the amounts dem-nded by law, . 
but that the surplus limit has net been 
reached this year, aud praying to be excused 
from being forced to make good the second 
amount. We hereby command the Board 
of Revenue to investigate the case and 
report truthfully there. to us. 

(3) Prince Tsai Ying, Junior Vice- 
Commissioner of Octroi at Peking, »lso 
presents a memorial stating that the Octroi 
collected by his staff during the pist 
twelve months has fulfilled the require- 
ments demanded by law, but that the 
surplus taxes have not come up to the 
limit made by preceding Junior Vice- 
Comunissioners of Octroi, and the memo- 
tialiat prays t» be excused from being 
required to make good the said amount, 
The matt-r is also handed over to the 
Board of Revenue for investigation and 
deport to us. 


Dec. 2)—26.] 
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21st December. 
No papers of interest. 


22nd December. 
IMPERIAL DECKEES. 

(1) We have receive! the memorial of 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship reperting 
that on the 20th of January next (28th day 
of the 12th moon) special scrificial worship 
must be paid to the Tablets of our imperial 
Ancestors in recognition of the protection 
granted (o us during the year about to close. 
We hereby command it to be made known 
that we purpose to go ourselves to the 
said Altars and worship there in person, and 
further command that the sacrifices before 
the minor altars on either side of the An- 
ces'ral Hall be performed by Hsi Kuang 
and Huang Yung-an. 

(2) On the same day the usual sacrificial 
worship must be made before the Inner 
Shrines of the Ancestral Hall and we here- 
by command Prince P‘u Ching to conduct 
the worship at the Rear Hall while Prince 
Tsai Hsun is to conduct the worship in the 
Middle Hall. 

25rd December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) Shih Nien-tsu, Governor of Kuangsi, 
reports that one Yi Shao-té, lately deceased, 
upon being removed from his post of 
district magistrate in memorialist’s pro- 
vince was found to he indebied to the trea- 
sury for land taxes, ete , to the amount of 
Tis. 8,300, odd, and that successive demands 
were accordingly m:de upon him to make 
good the amount. Since his death similar 
demands were made upon the said mayis- 
trate’s family resident in Kueilin, the 
provincial captial, but all to no ettect. The 
said memorialist therefore suggests that 
force be resorted to to compel the delin- 
quent officer’s family to make good the sid 
amount and that the machinery of the law, 
hitherto withheld, be allowed to take its 
course, as the provincial treasury cau ill 
spare such a larve deficit, etc. This 
sort of thing must not be allowed to 
continue any longer, as it is misplaced 
leviency and may encourage others 
in defying the law. We therefore, hereby 
command the said Governor to arrest the 
responsible members of the said deceased 
magistrate’s family, as well as the confiden- 
tial servants aud yemén runners who 
served during the said magistrate’s term 
of office, and after due investigation 
force them to make good the said deficit 
On the other hand, the said Governor 
shall confiscate any property that may be- 
long to the deceased magistrate’s family in 


Kuangsi province and, if this be still found 
insufficient, shall notify the Governor of 


| Hupeh requesting him to confiscate any 


property standing in the said Yi Shao-té’s 
name in his native city. 

(2) The 21st of January next being the 
last day of the present year (29th day of 
the 12th month) sacrificial worship should 
be offered before the altar of the presiding 
deity of this year, We hereby command 
Princes Lung Ching to superintend the said 
ceremonies while Ch‘ing Fu and Yang Yi- 
chih are commanded to worship before the 
minor altars on either side, on the said 
cocasion. 

24th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

Sheng Hstian-huai, Vice-Director of the 
Court of Sacrificial Worship (and Director- 
General of Railways), ‘is hereby promoted 
to the rank of Vice-President of the C -urt 
of Revision. 

Note.—The Cuourt of Revision is an 
Adjunct of the Court of Censors, with 
which and the Board of Punishments, it 
forms the highest Judiciary and Court of 
Appeal in the Evpire. The usual name 
given to the combined Court is San-fa-sze. 
—Translator. 


25th December, 
IMPERIAL DECREE, 


We have received a memorial from the 
Commandant of the Peking Gendarmerie 
specially praying for the promised rewards 
held out by us on a former occasion 
for the encouragement of the officers and 
men belonging to the said Gendarmerie 
who have distinguished themselves by their 
geal and courage in the -performance of 
their duty during the year, especially 
those who deserve promotion for their 
share in breaking up bandilti and captur- 
ing the principal rowdies infesting both 
the city «nd the suburbs of Peking. We 
hereby command the Board of War to go 
through the list of names sent up by the 
said Commandant (Jung Lu) and report to 
us the premotion each man should receive. 

No papers of interest. 


26th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Chang Chil-tung, Viceroy of the 
Hukuang provinces, requests that a certain 
Captain named Li Yu-sheng, belonging to 
the territorial regiment of Chingchou, Hu- 
nan, be arrested for robbing the military 
chest confided to his care during the course 
of his duties. It appears that some years 
ago when the present Viceroy of the Two 
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Kuang provinces, Tan Chung-lin, was acting 
Viceroy uf Hukuang and Governor of Hu- 
peh, he gave instructions that the said 
Captain be ordered to come to Wuchang, 
there 'o unde'go a preliminary examina- 
tion and the result was so s»tisfactory as 
to ju-tify a special dispatch empowering 
the said officer to go up to Peking for an 
In:perial Audience, with recommendation 
for promotion. As son, however, aa the 
said Captain received the above instruc- 
tions he took advantage of the sudden 
transfer of the said Tan Chung-lin to 
another province, and absconded. Instead, 
therefore, of presenting himself for ex- 
amina'ion before the proper authorities at 
Wuchang, the said Cap'ain took pos-ession 
of what funds there were in the regimental 
chest entrusted to him and has not been 
seen since. This affair nw coming to the 
cognisance of the memorialist, he requests 
that an edict cashiering the said Captain 
of his rank be forthwith issued, and orders 
be transmitted to the high provincial 
authorities of both Hunan and Hupeh to 
institute a rigid search for the defaulting 
officer; that he be severely punished for his 
theft and finally be forced to refund the 
monies thus fraudulently taken possession 
of by him. The memorial of the said 
Chang Chih-tung is hereby granted, and 
he, in conjunction with the Governor of 
Hunan, is to institute a strict search for 
the accused officer in order that he may 
be punished asa solemn warning to others. 


27th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) Lao Chi-chih is appointed prefect of 
Szenanfu, province of Kueichou. 

(2) Tséng Yi is appointed sub-prefect of 
Sungningchou, province of Yunnan. 

(3) The Censor Huang Chun-lung is 
commanded to prepare himself for appoint- 
ment as Taotai or prefect in the provinces. 


(4) Appointing a number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial adminis- 
trations. 


(5) Su Lu-tai, Manchu Brigade-General 
of Shantung, sends us a report on the 
result of his investigation into the conduct 
of Chung Lin, the Captain in charge of the 
Manchu outpost at Sanhohsien, who was 
recently denounced to the Throne by a 
Censor. The memorialist finds that the 
accused officer is not guilty of the charge of 
receiving bribes from such of his soldiers as 
wished to gain something extra by 
adopting a civil occupation, but he finds 
that En Ping, a son of the accused officer, 
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had been repreliensible in borrowing mouey 
from tradesmen, etc., and therefore the 
accused officer was guilty of not exercising 
a@ proper supervision over the actions of his 
son. The accused, however, is found 
guilty of allowing bis soldiers to bribe the 
confidential servants of the memorialist’s 
predecessor, Chien Kuany, in order to buy 
exemption from continual military service, 
so asnot tointerfere with ' heir civil pursuits, 
etc. The persons mentioned in the said 
report as guilty of the above misdemean- 
ours are hereby handed over to the Boird 
of War for the determinetion of alequate 
penalties, whilst at the same 'ime we must 
Insist upon strict search beiny made for the 
servants «f the ssid Chien Kuang who 
were guilty of receiving the aforesaid bribes 
in order that they may be severely punished 
as a warning to others The said Chien 
Kuang who was guilty of vot finding our 
the outrageous conduct of lis s*rvants is 
also to be handed over to the said Board 
for the deter-isation «f penalties com- 
mensurate with bis misdemeanour. 


28th December. 
N» papes of interest. 
29th December. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


The Prince of Ching, as Commandant 
of the Imperial Body Guard, presents 


a memorial praying that Chang Shun, 
an officer of eur Guards, domy duty 
at the Chientsing-gate of the Palace, 


be permitted to resign his appointment 
owing to bodily infirmities, ete. The 
prayer is granted and Chang Shun is 
hereby permitted to retire into private life. 

Note :—Chang Shun was Tartar General 
of Kirin in 1893-4, and was dismissed from 
olfice partly owing to the murderous 
attack of Manchu soldiers upon the person 
of Doctor Greig at that time, and partly 
to the numerous complaints of Kirin 
traders who memorialised the (Court of 
Censors denouncing Chany Shun’s avarice 
and extortion.— Translator. 


30th December. 


(1) We have received a memorial from 
Hsii Shu-min, Literary Chancellor of 
Chékiang province, praying that a decree 
be issued calling upon the various Viceroys 
and Governors of provinces to pay more 
attention to sericulture and commanding 
them to exhort the pe»ple under them to 
cultivate the raising of silkworms with pro- 
per attention to the mulberry tree so 
vital to the welfare uf these useful worms. 


Dec. 30~—81.1 


Asamatrer of fact Ssiculture and Agi- 
culture stand ona par in importance in 
relation to tve welfare of our subject , in- 
somuch that we have always tried by 
precept and by example to encourage our 
people in cultivatiug ‘his important indus- 
try. Hence eve» such provinces as 
Bupeh and Chihli bave a'so begun to 
take up the industry and we are glad 
to say that w- have rece'ved most en- 
conragivg reports from the high authori- 
ti-s of those provi: ces and e'sewhere con- 
cerning the enthusiasm of the people in this 
matter. Butin order to show that we are 
really in earnest in promoting thi« im- 
portant bra: ch of indust:y, we once more 
call upon =)1 our Viceroys and Governors 
to exhort the people under them to be 
d.ligent, careful, «nd zealous in cultivating 
sericulture a3 # source of continuou. wealth 
to tho-e taking the industry up and carry- 
ing it trough in a thorough fashion. 

(2) The other day we received me- 
morials from the Censors Chéu Chi-chang 
and Hua Hai, denouncing the local] officials 
«f Kueianhsien, Chékiang, on the charge 
of over-taxing the inhabitants of that dis- 
triet both as to ‘Tribute Rice due< as well 
as nland ad other taxes. Subsequently 
we were informe! by the Court of Censors 
that the Hanlin Compiler, Chu Tsu-inas, 
had aso petitioned the said ourt upon 
the sume subject and praymng that a strict 
inves ivatio « be instituted into the alleged 
wievanc:s, ete. In conseque ce of ths we 
recretly commanded Liao Shou-féng, the 
Governor of the sid provi ce of Chékiang, 
to make private as wel as o en official 
e quiries into the mattera: d then to report 
truthfully to us. We ae now in receipt of 
the said Governor’s repor’ in which he 
declares that, after careful mvestigation, 
he found that either the specified charges 
had no foundation xe «ll, or, gra -ting a 
rumour in circulation «f such happenings 
he could get no oe to substantially 
prove the charges, If such be the true 
state of affairs there is no need of going 
further into the matter. The ad Governor 
alxo reporta that as the accus d magis- 
trate of Kneianhsien, Chu Chien-chany, 
had been found unsuitable to the po t and 
uncongeni | to the people of the district, he 
(the said Govern r) had already tran f r- 
ret that officiat back to Hangchow. We 
t erefore command the said Governor and 
the Provincial Treasur r to keep the said 
inagistrate u der surveillance in oder to 
xee by his usu | conduct the cause of all 
these charges agai st him. We further- 
niere command the su cessor of the above- 
named accused ofticia! to er dicate for ever 
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the practice of ceiling upon the wealthy 
members of villaves to provide. meals, 
lo'gings and money for the expenses 
of the yamé.« clerks and runners whose 
duty is to g- semi-annually into the 
var-ous Villaze+ to collect land and other 
taxes and Trivute Rice. As for the head 
runner and his underlings who were really 
at the bo tom of all tvese charyes ani 
owieg to wh ge clamorous emands upon 
the head villagers for food, lodging, and 
expenses, according to local traditions, 
the matter had come as a rumour to the 
Ce sors, we hereby command that the 
delinquents be summoned to Hangchow 
for trial so that thy may be puuished as a 
warning to other runners, Finally, as for 
the vill -gers Y-h shun-lin and others who 
tried to creat. a riot against the accused 
niagistrate, since they have absconded, 
knowing that tvey wre in the wrong, 
atrict search must be made for them and 
the guilty ones « unished. 


31st Dee»mher. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) Hu Pieg-chih, Governor of Shausi, 
s-nds us # mem -rial eulogising the energy, 
geal, and int: grity of certain sub-prefects 
and department and district magistrates 
under him ond praying that the Imperial 
commeniation be promulyated in order to 
distinguish these worthy oftictals and there- 
by encourage their brother-officials t» emu- 
late the former, etc.. We grant with » ea- 
sure this petition of the said Governor and 
he eby command him to inform the various 
officials m_ ntioned in his list [uam-s given] 
of our pleasure at receiving such a good 
account of their conduct during the year 
now about to close, and fursher that we 
evrnestly exhort these favoured officials to 
Teman constant to their réle. so as te tit 
them-elves for higher and more responsible 
posts in the future. 

(2) The same Governor sends another 
memoral this time denouncing the con- 
duct of various department and district 
mayi-tr:tes under tim. We hereby com- 
mand that the officials complained of 
[names given] be forthwith cashiered and 
dismisae-l the service as a warning to 
others. A for Tstui T‘ung-fa, the dis- 
t ict may:strate of Yungchihsien, who al- 
thongh guity of noth ng serious in his 
conduct has proved him-elf inespable of 
proper y carrying on the duties «f his post, 
we hereby command that he be ordered to 
resig- and be transferred back to Taiyuenfu, 
the provincial capital, there to gain more 
eXperience and await some other appoiut- 
ment, 


